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Truth and Fiction Re 
to My Life 

FIRST BOOK. 

On the 28th of August, 1749, at middf 
cloidv struck twelve, 1 ciiiue into the world, 
fort-oii-the-Ma'in. My horoscojxi was pr()])i 
sun stood in the sign of the Virgin, and h 
nated for the. day; Jupiter and Venus loolu 
witli a fri(‘.ndly eye., and Me.reury not ; 
while Saturn, and M!a.rs kept the.inselvt'.s ii 
the moon alone, just full, exivtUnl tlie ])ow(‘.r 
flection all the more, a.s sht^ had tluvn rtuuduu: 
etary liour.’ Slu^. opposed lierse.lf, tluuv.roi 
birth, which could not he accomplisluHl until 
was passed. 

These good aspects, wliich t]u‘, a.strolog(u\‘ 
subseciuently to reckon veuy auspicious for 
have been the (iaus(^s of my ])r(‘,servation ; h 
the unskilfulness of tlu^ midwife, I came 
world as dead; and only ai’Uir various erio 
enabled to see the light. This event, whicl 
our houstdmld into soT'e straits, turned to tlu^ 
of my hdlow (titi:^(ms, inasmuch a,s my grand 
SchidthivisH} Jolm Wolfgang Textor, took oc.c^. 
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it to have an accoucheur appointe 
or revive, the tuition of mid wive 
done some good to those who were 

When we desire to recall what h 
earliest period of youth, it often 1 
found what we have heard from ot 
we really possess from our owi 
Without, therefore, instituting a ^ 
tion into the point, which, after all 
ing, I am conscious that we live 
which, in fact, consisted of two ac 
had been opened into each other 
case led to rooms on different lev< 
ness of the stories was remedied 
children, — a younger sister and n 
ite resort was a spacious floor belo 
which was a large wooden lattic 
direct communication with the strc 
bird-cage of this sort, with which 
provided, was called a frame {Qe') 
sat in it to sew and knit ; the co 
there; female neighbours chattec 
and the streets consequently, in t 
a southern aspect. One felt at eas 
cation with the public. We child] 
these frames, were brought into 
neighbours, of whom three brothe 
the surviving sons of the decease 
on the other side of the way, wc 
cupied and diverted themselves 
ways. 

Our family liked to tell of all s 
which I was enticed by these othe; 
tary men. Let one of these pranh 
crockery-fair had just been held, f 
our kitchen had been supphed for 
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of the same ware had been purclia 
ns cliiklren. One tine afternoon, ^ 
quiet in the Iiotise, I whiled awa 
pots and dishes in the frame, and, 
more was to be got out of tliem, 
into the street. The Von Ochsei 
so delighted at tlie tine smash it i 
my liands for joy, cried out, “A 
long in Hinging out a pot; and, as 
their c-alls for more, by dtgreuAs t 
platters, pipkins, mugs and all, w 
pa.vement. My neigh])ours contii 
approbation, and i was highly del 
pleasure. Ihit my stoe-k wa,s exha 
shouted, ‘VMorti.” I ran, theref 
Ivitehen, a,nd brought Uu‘. (‘urthenv 
a still liveluu’ s]>t‘etaelc in breakii 
running backwards and forwards 
after anotluT, as I could reacli it fr 
in rows t)n thi'- slulf. lUit, as th; 
audienc(i, 1 dewoted all thci wart‘, t 
to similar (U‘,stru(ition. It wa.s n< 
any one app(*.a,r(h to hinder and t 
wa.s don(‘. ; and, in pkic.e of so im 
tluu*(*. was at least a, ludic.rous i 
rog\ush authors toede special del 
Uu‘.ir days. 

My father's mother, for it was 
wt‘* dw(dt, lived in a, large*, baric r 
ground floor; and wts wen* acmisb 
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nor ditches were to be seen, w 
term explained. They told us t 
a spot that was once outside th< 
the street now was, there had foi 
which a number of stags were k( 
preserved and fed here because 
according to an ancient custom, 
stag, which was therefore always 
for such a festival, in case prince 
with the city’s right of chase out 
encompassed or besieged by an 
us much, and we wished that 
animals could have been seen in 

The back of the house, from 
ticularly, commanded a very plei 
almost immeasurable extent of 
stretching to the very walls of 
in transforming what were one 
private gardens, our house, an 
toward the corner of the sti 
stinted; since the houses tow 
had appropriated spacious out-hc 
to themselves, while a tolerably 
from these adjacent paradises. 

On the second floor was a rooi 
garden-room, because they had 
supply the want of a garden by 
placed before the window. As 
there that I made my favourite 
somewhat sentimental, retreat, 
beyond the city’s walls and rai 
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waiulering through their gardens, t 
tlowers, the children playing, parti 
ing themselves, and could licar tin 
the ninepins dropping, it early excit 
ing of solitude, and a sense of vagi 
from it, which, conspiring with tlie 
implanted in me by nature, exerted 
early age, a,ud showtul itself more 
years. 

The old, many-c.ornered, and glo' 
tlie house was, monuiviu*, adapted t 
terror in childish minds. Unfortui 
(‘.iple of <lisci])lin(‘., that young pers 
di‘.prived of all fear* for the awful 
a(uuistt .ed to th(‘. tm'rible, still | 
dren, tnm*efore, mm) (‘.omiielled t 
when we found this im|)ossible., am 
our biuls, to sceh the socii‘.ty of the 
our fathm*, with his dressing-gowr 
which disguised him sulhchintly 
jdaced lumsiilf in th(‘- way, and fri 
our resting"])! aces. The evil c‘.frect 
iniagitu'.. How is lu‘. who is ei 
double tearor to be (una.n(‘ipate!d 
mother, a, 1 ways chtua-ful and ga.y, a. 
othe.rs so, divSc.ovenul a much bedter 
(Uit. She mauagcul to gain luu* v. 
was tiui s(‘.a.Hon for pea.ciu‘.s, th(‘. ])h* 
whicdi she i)romised us ewery mon 
our fears during the night. In thi^ 
and both parties werc^ satisficul. 

In the interior of the house nr 
attraetcul by a scuies of Koman vie 
fathia* had ornamenttHl an antca’oo 
gra,vings by somc^ of the*. a.er*.ompli^ 

T I y t < ii.* I tij-K/v t * » w } i < w I yi/11 
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There I saw every day the Piazza de 
Colosseum, the Piazza of St. Peter’s, a 
Church, within and without, the castle 
and many other places. These ima 
themselves deeply upon me, and my ( 
laconic father was often so Mnd as to fi 
tions of the objects. His partiality f 
language, and for everything pertaining 
very decided. A small collection of mai 
ral curiosities, which he had brought wil 
he often showed to us ; and he devoted i 
his time to a description of his trave 
Italian, the copying and correction of wl 
and accurately completed, in several pa 
own hand. A lively old teacher of 
Giovinazzi, was of service to him i 
The old man, moreover, did not sing 1 
mother every day must needs accompan; 
self upon the clavichord ; and thus I s] 
the Solitario bosco ombroso,” so as t 
heart before I understood it. 

My father was altogether of a didact 
his retirement from business liked to 
to others what he knew or was able 
during the first years of their marriag( 
my mother busily engaged in writing 
clavichord, and singing, by which means 
laid under the necessity of acquiring so 
and a shght readiness in the Italian tonj 

Generally we passed all our leisure 1 
grandmother, in whose spacious apartn 
plenty of room for our sports. She cc 
gage us with various trifles, and to regj 
sorts of nice morsels. But, one Chris 
she crowned all her kind deeds by ha^ 
show exhibited before us, and thus ur 
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attracted our young niiiuls with, great force 
hey particularly it made a very strong 
which continued to vibrate with a great i 
eilect. 

The little stage, with its spe(Xjhless 
whi(‘.h at tlu^. outset had only heiai (‘xhihi 
hut was a,ftt‘r\vard given over for our ow 
dra.matit‘. vivi(icati(,)n, was priztnl more hi^ 
clnldreu, as it was th(‘ last btapuvst of our g 
mother, whom (uua’oaehing disi^ase. lirst witl 
our sight, and death next tort‘ away from 
for t‘.ver. .Htu* depaiiurt^ was of still mon‘. 
to our family, us it drew after it a compl 
in our (‘.oiulition. 

As long as my grandmother livtd, my 
refraineil from changing or naiovating the, I 
in the slightest particular; though it was 1< 
he. hud pretty large })lans of building, whi(‘.h 
im HUH 1 lately bt‘gun. In Krankfort, as in n 
old towns, when anybody ])ut uj) a woodtai 
he vimtunul, for tlic sa,ki‘ of spact^ to mak< 
the lirst, hut t^acJi suce(^ssiv(‘, story projtsd 
lowmr om‘,, by which nutans narrow stn‘i*ts 
wtTi^ rtmderiul souunvhat dark and (‘onfims 
a law was ])assed, that (U'cry one. putting 
house from th(‘ ground, should conlini'. his 
to the lirst uppt‘r story, and <*arry the otiu 
lumdicularly. My father, that lu‘. might n 
projtuiing s])act‘ in the si'cond story, earin 
outward archiUsttural appiairance, and an 
for tlu‘. good and (’.onvenie.nt arrangmuent < 
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passed for a repair. Now, as th 
building up was done gradually, n 
not to quit the house, that he mig 
give his orders ; as he possessed a 
the technicalities of building. Ai 
would not suffer his family to lej 
epoch was very surprising and stra 
To see the rooms in which they hj 
fined and pestered with wearisom 
the passages they had played in, 
always been kept so carefully cle; 
the mason’s hatchet and the ca: 
that from the bottom upward; 
in the air, propped up by beams, 
time, constantly confined to a certj 
task, — all this produced a comn 
heads that was not easily settle 
people felt the inconvenience lesi 
somewhat more space for play tl 
many opportunities of swinging on 
at seesaw with the boards. 

At first my father obstinately ] 
out his plan; but when at last 
partly removed, and the rain re 
spite of the carpets that had been 
into tarpaulin, and stretched ove 
determined, though reluctantly, 
should be entrusted for a time te 
who had already offered their ser 
public school. 

This transition was rather un 
the children, who had all along 
in a secluded, pure, refined, yet 
thrown among a rude mass of y( 
were compelled unexpectedly t( 
from the vulgar, bad, and even bai 
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It was properly about this period that I f 
acquainted witli niy native city, which I st 
with more and more freedom, in every direc 
times alon(.‘,, and sometimes in the compan 
companions. To convey to others in any 
impression made upon me by tlicse grave o 
spots, 1 must here introduce a description o 
plac‘.e, as in its (liflerent ])arts it was gradual 
to me. What I likcu,! more tluin anythi 
])romenad(i on the great bridge spanning 
Its length, its iirmuess, and its line appe? 
dered it a notable structure ; and it w; 
almost the only nuuuorial left from ancic 
the pnamitions due from the civil govern 
citiy-ens. The btnuitiful strcurm alcove and b 
attracted my (‘ye ; and, wlien th(‘, gilt weal 
th(‘. bridgtM’.ross glitUnanl in tlie sunshim> 
had a ple.asa.nt f(‘-(ding. Generally 1 ex 
walk through 8a(*hs(‘,nhausen, a,nd for a K 
lcrri(*.d c.omfortaldy across thti river. T wa,f“ 
on this side of the stnuim, stoic along t( 
markit, and admir(‘.d tlu‘. nuu‘l\a,nism of 
whmi goods were unlomUd. but it was 
ent(‘.rtaining to watch the arriva,! of th(‘, ni 
from which so many a,nd siudi extniordii 
wt‘.n‘. s(‘(‘.n to (liseml)ark. On cntmhig tli 
Saahiof, wliich at l(*ast stood on the spoL 
castle of Kmperor Gluirlemagm*. and his sm 
riiported to have b(H‘ai, was gre(t(‘.d ev(‘j‘y 
la’ofound rev(vr(‘.n(uc On(‘. likiid to lose one’ 
old tra.ding-town, particaihirly on mark(‘t"d 
th(*. crowd (iolle(*,ted about tlie chiindi of 8 
mc,w. From the (‘arliiist tinucs, thnmgs of 
s(‘ll<*rs had ga.th(*.r(‘d tiun-e ; and tlie place 
occupi(‘d, it wa,s not (^a,sy in lat(‘-r days to 
a m<>rt‘ roomv and clHaa'i’ul a.rra,ni»'(‘nient. 
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for us children, and we carried many a j 
in order to purchase sheets of coloured 
with gold animals ; though one could bu 
his way through the narrow, crowded, 
ket-place. I call to mind, also, that I a] 
the adjoining meat-stalls, narrow and 
they were, in perfect horror. On the c 
Eoman Hill (Romerherg) was a most d 
for walking. The way to the New-T< 
the new shops, was always cheering anc 
we regretted that a street did not lead i: 
the Church of Our Lady, and that "v 
to go a roundabout way by the Has 
Catherine Gate. But what chiefly attra* 
attention, were the many little towns wi 
the fortresses within the fortress ; viz., t] 
astic enclosures, and several other preci 
from earlier times, and more or less lik 
the Nuremberg Court, the Compostella, 
the ancestral house of the family of Stal 
eral strongholds, in later days transforr 
ings and warehouses. No architecture < 
kind was then to be seen in Frankfort ; 
pointed to a period long past and un^ 
town and district. Gates and towers, 
the bounds of the old city, — then, fa: 
gates, towers, walls, bridges, ramparti 
which the new city was encompassed, 
but too plainly, that a necessity for 
common weal in disastrous times had 
arrangements, that all the squares an( 
the newest, broadest, and best laid u 
origin to chance and caprice, and not 
ing mind. A certain liking for the an 
implanted in the boy, and was specially 
promoted by old chronicles and woodc 
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fort. At the same time a different taste was 
in him for observing the conditions of mankir 
manifold variety and naturalness, without 
their importance or beauty. It was, ther< 
of our favourite walks, which we endeavoure 
now and then in the course of a year, to f 
circuit of the path inside the city-walls, 
courts, and back buildings extend to the 
and we saw many thousand people amid t' 
domestic and secluded circumstances. From 
mental and show gardens of the rich, to the 
of the citizen, anxious about his necessit 
thence to the factories, bleaching-groiinds, ai 
establishments, even to the buryiiig-grounck 
little world lay within the limits of the c 
passed a varied, strange spectacle, which cl 
every step, and with the enjoyment of v 
childish curiosity was never satisfied. In 
celebrated Devil-upon-two-sticks, when he ! 
roofs of Madrid at night, scarcely did moi 
friend than was here done for us in the bi 
shine and open air. The keys that were to 
use of in this journey, to gain us a passag( 
many a tower, stair, and postern, were in t 
of the authorities, whose subordinates wo ne 
to coax into good humour. 

But a more important, and in one sense m 
ful, place for us, was the city hall, named 
Eomans. In its lower vault-like rooms we 
too well to lose ourselves. We obtained an 
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« One man’s word is no man’s word : 

Justice needs that both be heard.” 

After the most ancient fashion, benches were : 
around the wainscoting, and raised one step 
the floor for the accommodation of the memt 
the assembly. This readily suggested to us wl 
order of rank in our senate was distributed by be 
To the left of the door, on the opposite corn 
the Schoffen ; in the corner itself the Schu 
who alone had a small table before him; th 
the second bench sat in the space to his left 
as to the wall where the windows were; while 
the windows ran the third bench, occupied I 
craftsmen. In the midst of the hall stood a tal 
the registrar (ProtomlfuTiTer). 

Once within the Bomer, we even mingled wi 
crowd at the audiences of the burgomasters, 
whatever related to the election and coronation 
emperors possessed a greater charm. We mana 
gain the favour of the keepers, so as to be allo^ 
mount the new gay imperial staircase, whicl 
painted in fresco, and on other occasions closec 
a grating. The election-chamber, with its purple 
ings and admirably fringed gold borders, filled u 
awe. The representations of animals, on which 
children or genh, clothed in the imperial orna 
and laden with the insignia of the empire, n 
curious figure, were observed by us with great 
tion : and we even honed that we mio’ht live 1 
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was the more excited and the hear 
soon after received permission to 
city hall, at the exhibition of the C 
distinguished strangers. 

The boy then heard, with much 
own family, as well as other old< 
quaintances, liked to tell and repee 
of the two last coronations, which 
upon each other; for there was ] 
certain age who would not have 
events, and their attendant circums 
ing glory of his whole life. Splen^ 
coronation of Charles Seventh, dn 
larly the French ambassador hac 
feasts at great cost and with dist 
results were all the more afHicting i 
who could not preserve his capit^ 
compelled in some degree to implo 
his imperial towns. 

Although the coronation of Fn 
so strikingly splendid as the formi 
fied by the presence of the Emp 
whose beauty appears to have ci 
pression on the men as the earnest 
the blue eyes of Charles Seventh 
any rate, both sexes vied with eac 
the attentive boy a liighly favour; 
these personages. All these descri] 
wore given in a serene and quiet 
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Half a yt'ar hatl away in 

lu'ton* thn frtir.s wlarh . 

<lu<‘i*<l uu iacnHiililt* ftaaiaait in I In* 
diviu 'riu* t‘nH-(iuu, in .•'<* :4inrt a tiiiaa > 
b(H>Uis, cnnitinji a utav inwu within tin- •*1 
roll and rniala thr mihnidiiiL: and iinj*aak:i 
(^xoilrd from tla* \ory fir t dawn n| r>< 
an insatialdo aotivo atu'it*‘aty . and, a l-nina 
for oluldish pr<>i'ort\. wha'h tlo* h»‘y Wiili 
y(*ars outloavourtnl |m ^araiit\» in nur way .>i 
far as his littlo |‘Ur:<r |n'nnillrd. At I hi 
ho ohtaiuoti a uotinu «»! what t!io wtuld yi*** 
it- wants, and wliat lh<* udiahitaiit'"- «»! il."' dil! 
<‘XohanLt«‘ with oarli ntlirr. 

I’hoso ‘trout opnoloa whioti oiiino inimi.l r 
s|»rinit Slid anluinn, worn uiiiiMnnord hy *-ur 
nitios, wliiidi soriiiod tho iioa'o diamlird !»• 
vivitlly hroiutht hofnrr ftp- «dd fiUio, a,nd 
ooino down fmiu it tn Miir'-ioh tin Iv*'**! 
wholo fiupulut itai worn on tlinr ihaa.: 

Ftihr(jasHt\ to tho lu'idtsa and hoy* aid >t--h 
all tlio wdndows w-orr «(Oi-u|uofh ihoindi n 
usual took pluoo <sn tliaf *iay , fho or»iw*l 
thoro <Mily h»r tho '•♦alvo of jiriilno' o.i-'ii ofli 
Spootutons iu<*roI\ to Itnik it! *aio aioala-r ; i 
ooi’usion of tlndr omnitip did tioi tH-tnn lil 
uiui was (,-ht‘u rathor takoii ti|nat frn-a 
tlio oyos. 

Tin* uOair was thus: in tho'^.r^ old, ufai 

wlion ovory ono did Horrtrdinp in h: 

..... t.. I it... .. t : * it' 
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trict : they went out to meet the advar 
thus contests often arose as to how 
should advance, or whether it had a ri 
city at all. But as this took place, nc 
to matters of trade and fairs, but also 
sonages came, in times of peace or wa: 
on the days of election ; and as the a 
to blows when a train which was not 
the city strove to make its way in alo] 
— many negotiations had from time ■ 
sorted to, and many temporary arrangei 
though always with reservations of 
sides. The hope had not been reHnqu 
ing once for all a quarrel that had a] 
centuries, inasmuch as the whole institi 
of which it had been so long and oft( 
tested, might be looked upon as near 
least as superfluous. 

Meanwhile, on those days, the city c 
divisions, each having a commander in 
from different gates, and found on a c< 
troopers or hussars of the persons entii 
who, with their leaders, were well rec 
tained. They stayed till toward evenin 
back to the city, scarcely visible t( 
crowd, many a city knight not bein^ 
to manage his horse, or keep himsel 
The most important bands returned by 
where the pressure was consequent!; 
Last of all, just as night fell, the hTurer 
arrived, escorted in the same way, and 
ing, as the people fancied, in pursuan( 
old woman. Its arrival, therefore, was 
the urchins to break out into an eai 
though it was utterly impossible to 
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eriulible, and perfectly bewildering to the set 
hous(\s nearest the bridge were those, there 
in demand among spectators. 

iVnother more singular ceremony, by ^ 
p(‘.ople were (*.x(*it(Hl in broad daylight, was t 
(lourt (lyrift'ri/t’rirhf-). It (‘.ommemoratcul t 
times when important hirger trading-towr 
ouretl, if not to abolish tolls altogethe.r, ;i 
bring about a. riMluction of them, as they in 
proportion with tradt^ and industry. They 
lowiul this privih^ge by the; eauperor, who no. 
aid, when it wa,s in his pow(‘r to grant it, 
inonly only for oiu‘. yc‘ar; so that it had to b 
removed. This wa.s (dTected by nnuins of , 
gifts, which wen*, pn'stmUid befort*, the ( 
St. F»a.rtholom(‘w’s Ka.ir to tlui imperial 
idfJu'lss), who might havt*. sonudimes 
(‘hief toll-gath(u*(*r ; and, for tlu*. sa.kc*. of a m 
ing show, tin*, gifts whuh*. one.n‘d wlum he \ 
in full c.ourt with tin*. dr/Kyjfrn. Ihit wln‘ii 
magistral*, afUu-ward c.a,nu*. to lx*, no long(‘.r 
by the (‘.mpi‘.ror, and wa,s tde.c.tiul by tlu*. 
In*, still n*.tained tlu*.se privih‘.ge.s ; and tluu 
imnmnitu'.s of the citic‘s from toll, and tin*, 
by which tin*. n*pn‘si*.nta,tiv(^s from Worm 
lH*rg, ami old r>ambt‘rg, once, acknowl(*.dg(‘.d t 
favour, had <'om(* down to our tinnts. The 
Lady Day, an optm c.ourt was pnadaime 
enclose, d space in the. grt'.at Imptabil Hall, tl 
took thidr elevut(*.d si‘,aLs; a stt‘p highcu*, sat ' 
liriss in the midst of tht*.m ; while btdow, oi 
hand, wiUHi the protmrators of both partie 
with ple.ni])ot(*ntiary powers. The Aclimr 
to n^ad aloml tin*, wtughty judgments n^serv 
day : the. lawye.rs d(‘mand (a)pit‘.s, a.])]M*.a.l, o; 
(*.V(‘r e,ls(t see.ms m‘ce.ssarv. All at onc.i*. a. si 
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former centuries. It proceeds from tl 
of whom plays an old shawm, another 
the third a 'pommer, or oboe. They wej 
trimmed with gold, having the notes m^ 
sleeves, and their heads covered. Hs 
their inn at ten o’clock, followed by tl 
their attendants, and stared at by a 
strangers, they enter the hall. The 1 
are stayed, the pipers and their train 
railing, the deputy steps in and stati 
front of the Schultheiss. The emble 
which were required to be precisely the 
old precedents, consisted commonly of t 
of the city offering them. Pepper pas 
for everything else; and, even on thi 
deputy brought a handsomely turned 
filled with pepper. Upon it lay a pair 
ously slashed, stitched, and tasselled 
token of a favour granted and received 
emperor himself made use of in certau 
with this was a white staff, which i: 
could not easily be dispensed with in j 
ings. Some small pieces of silver mon 
and the city of Worms brought an old 
was always redeemed again ; so that tl 
been a witness of these ceremonies for : 

After the deputy had made his addre 
his present, and received from the Si 
ance of continued favour, he quitted the 
the pipers blew, the train departed as i 
court pursued its business, until the se( 
the third deputy had been introduced, 
some time after the other, partly that 
the public might thus be prolonged, an( 
they were always the same antiquated 
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Wvi cliildrcn were particularly interest* 
fi^stival, because we were not a little Hattc 
our graiulfather in a place of so much In 
bec.ause eomiuouly, on the self-same day, ^ 
visit him, (piit(‘. inodt^stly, in order tluit 
when my ^ran<lmoUu‘-r had emptied the ] 
her s[)ie(s])(>x, lay Imld of a tnip or small ro 
gloves, or an old Jlader AUnin} These 
(Ha-emonies, r(‘st(a'ing a,nti(|iuty as if by m 
not h(‘, ex]daim‘.d to us without hMiding us 
past tim(‘s, and informing us of the mannei 
anti findings of thost‘. tnirly ancestors wh 
straugtdy made prt‘sent k> us by ])i}H‘rs ai: 
Stunningly risen from the dt^ad, and l)y tai 
which might bti posst'ssed by oursc.lves. 

These ventu’aide solemnitit‘s were follow 
lin(‘. stuLSon, l)y many tV,stivals, dtdightful f 
dn*n, wdiic.h took place in tlu‘. optm air, c 
city. On tht‘. right sliont of th<‘ Main, g< 
about half an liour’s walk from tlu‘ gaU‘, 
a stdphur spring, neatly cmdtKstul, and sun 
agtul lindens. Not far from it stands 
Jh)pfA,s-’(/auH, formerly a hospital erectc 
sake of tlie waters. On tint commons a 
htu’ds of (‘.attic from the. neighbourhood wc.i 
on a certain day of the year; and tlie 
togtither with their swee.thearts, c(l(*bra,tt 
f(‘stival with darning and singing, with i\ 
pltiasure and clownishness. On the otluvr 
city lay a similar but largtu' common, like\ 
with a spring aiul still liner lindtma ' 

Whitsuntide, the Hocks of shetvp wc'.re dr 
at tlui same tinu*, tlu^ ]KX)r, palt^ orpluin (Id 
allowtul to (‘ome out of tlulr walls itito the 
for the thought had not yti occ.urnul tliat i 
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t *‘s lhr«tu“,li ihc u«'rl<i, 

lin»u .:ii: in with a ; liuil, in 

in «lrr*.iry «< 'ufi !i«‘ni''nl , sin 

.1 ■ -n t.nii'* i t" -^-rxr .md l»* ru«iiir*‘ ; > 
\\ i : i-\‘TV DM-'Mi li» -4 I'f’H' a h«-n llirlU 
illy iYmiu ilwiv inlain*}. Thn nur 
ah^.u ‘ r‘‘.i*lv tn taki* ;i walk, u<*v**r ta 
i-. 4 i iina U'- tn :an’h |‘lai't‘:;, n\rii in uiu 
flial rural fr‘4i\ula UnhaiLt to t li«* 

ia^n ^ ( lial I oau mrall. 

M”au\vlul»% »<iir hou in hml hmii !iu 
Imu in lolrfahly .‘hnrt tiuio; Itrralisr 
ni»li»a* ‘U‘.ly |>Iaan‘Hl an«l j«rr|'ar<*«l 
tul lUMiayv |<r' ivitkni, WN* jnuv iouia 
!*»>». 4h»‘r a'um. ami lr!t rumfi »i1a!»tn ; U 
.’i.n :4or»vi i. uiin* rarrird out. 

var.MU > in>'Mn\ oiiitai*-'* i t»i thr lurau:^ t 
.,iys tu it> a’*>'»an|>!naiui»*iit . 'I'lii* laiil 
val** rr'adf'io'i*, \v,i i roMiay riinii:di, ha: 
t!n'*»n-du»u| . with hrMnd : 1 airfa-o.-., ay,! 
a!i-l a prM.p.ni n\ tho y.ir>i«‘U'= tliat n 
ra^alv !r*»m :»rv«n'al ot I hr wmhiuw-. 
riuu|4rf inu. .tad vUiai |»»-ri.im''d i»i !ii,*a 
fua i,h. w.i i ^yaMdually arrniaidi'4ird. an 
.star* tiar* h'l ioru|t,s.nuH aial aiaU ’riHr 
I’ijr iii-4 ihiuy <trdrr ' 

rulh* ’ |mu »i| hunk l!|r liaa «i! wilirlu 
r.dt hilidnat, wrrr |j» oriiaaa’iil tlir wi 
and -.rirly Ih* |im .v* r;»»d ihr hraiitifii 
of ti}^* htUii 'da. ir \\liirla f»»r ihf ^ 
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aiul Neiueiz from tluoii. Nor had h(‘. omitt< 
rouiui hiuisi‘.lf with all lUHulful aids to loan 
as dio-tionarios of various laiigua^a^s, and eiuty 
of staonoo and art, which, with luuo.li else 
to protit and amusoiiHuit, nu<^ht ho ooni- 
will. 

Tht^ oUita- lialf of this oolUaiion, iu neat }: 
bindings, with V(‘ry iH^aiitifully written ti 
})la.oo(l in a s(*})araU‘ attic. T'ht^ accpiisiliot 
hooks, as widl as tla'ir hindinj.*’ and a-rra-uj^i 
{)ursiu‘d with ^ri*at (a)inj)osun^ aiul h)vi‘ of o; 
}i<i was much iniluoncod iu his opinion hy tl 
notici's that ascrihod partnadar luorit to a 
Ills colloctiou of juridical triaitisi‘s was am 
oroascal !)y som(‘ volunu‘s. 

Next, the pi<*.turos, which in tlu‘. oh I house 
about proiniscutmsly, wen* now colhu*, U*.d, i 
nu‘tri<‘ally hun;^ on tlu^ walls of a, cluH'rful r 
tlu^ study, all in black frames sot otl’ with 
ings. It was my father’s prinoii»lc, to whic.l 
fro(pu‘ut and oven imssionatt* ulteranct*, that < 
to employ tlu* livin*^^ uuisUn\s, a, ml to spmid 
the disparted, iu the. ♦‘stimation of whom 
gr(‘ally concurre.d. Ib^ had the notion that it 
risidy tin* saim* with pictun‘s as with hluaii 
whic'h, tlioiijjjh a|«;(‘ may impart to them a. hii^i 
can be prodmanl iu any (‘omin*^ year of just 
h‘nt (pmlity as in years past. After the. Iujks 
time, the lunv wim* also bc-com(*s old, tpiite sn 
and piviiiaps mon* (hdicbais. This opinitm 1 
confirmed by tin*. obst*rvation that many old 
sfenaal to derivi^ their cliud' valuer for h»V(’ 
from the fact that they had bt*eome da 
browma*, and that tlu* harmony of to!u* in 
turos was often vaunted. My fatlu‘i\ on 
hand, tirot o.'^tod that. h<‘ had in) frai’ that, tin 
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whether they were hkely to gain ai 
he was not so positive. 

In pursuance of these principles, 1 
naany years the whole of the Frankfo 
painter Hirt, who excelled in animatin 
woods, and other so-called rural seer 
Trautmann, who had adopted Kembran 
and had attained great perfection in 
and reflections, as well as in effectiv< 
so that he was once ordered to pain 
piece to a Eembrandt; Schiitz, who ( 
rated landscapes of the Ehine country 
of Sachtlebens ; and Junker, who exec 
purity flower and fruit pieces, still 1 
quietly employed, after the models of t 
now, by the new arrangement, by r 
room, and still more by the acquaints 
artist, our love of art was again quic 
mated. This artist was Seekatz, a ] 
mann, court painter at Darmstadt, wl 
character will be more minutely u 
sequel. 

In this way the remaining rooms w 
cording to their several purposes. < 
order prevailed throughout. Above all, 
of plate glass contributed toward a p 
which had been wanting in the old ] 
causes, but chiefly on account of the pa 
for the most part round. My father 
account of the success of his undertal 
good humour had not been often inte 
the diligence and exactness of the me 
come up to his wishes, a happier hfe 1 
not have been conceived, since muc 
arose in the fanoily itself, and part 
without. 
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boy’s peace of inind for the first time. On 
November, 1755, the earthquake at Lisbon t 
and spread a prodigious alarm over the w 
accustomed to peace and quiet. A great an 
cent capital, which was at tlie same time a ti 
mercantile city, is smitten without warning 
fearful calamity. Tlie earth trembles and t( 
sea foams; sliips diisli together; houses fa 
over them churches a.nd towers ; the royal j 
part swallowed by the waters ; the l)ursting 1 
to vomit (lames, since smokt‘. and (Ire are s 
where amid the ruins. Si.\ty thousand 
moment l)eEore. in ea-sc^. and (U)mrort, fall tog( 
he is to be deemed most fortunate who is 
capable of a thought or feeling about tlu^ disj 
flames rage on; and with them ragt‘. a tro 
ptnudoes, lul’ore c.on(‘-ealed, or s(‘t at hu‘g(‘^ by 
The wretched survivors are exposed to ])illji 
ere, and every outragt^; ami thus on all sit 
asserts her boundless (iapriciousness. 

Intimations of this evtmt had spread 
regions more (piickly tha.n the a,uth(‘.nti(*. rc^pc 
shocks had betm left in many plac.t^.s; in ma,i 
particularly those of a mimn-al nature, a,n un 
ding of the wattu's had been rtuuarktHl ; a.nd st 
gnMiter was the ellecX of the axajouuts th(mis(‘l 
wtiro rapidly circ.ulated, at (irst in gmuu'al 
finally with dreadful ])a,rti(nila,rs. Ihuvupoi 
ious were neither wanting in rellections, nor 
Sophie in grounds for (‘.onsolation, nor th(5 
warnin<>*s. Flo comnlicattul an (iviait arrt‘.sted 
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SO speedily and powerfully diffused h 
earth. 

The boy, who was compelled to pu^ 
repetitions of the whole matter, was 
gered. God, the Creator and Preser 
earth, whom the explanation of the 
creed declared so wise and benignant, 
the just and the unjust a prey to the 
had not manifested Mmself by any n 
character. In vain the young min< 
these impressions. It was the more 
wise and scripture-learned could not 
as to the light in which such a phen 
regarded. 

The next summer gave a close 
knowing directly that angry God, c 
Testament records so much. A s 
accompanied by thunder and hghtnii 
the new panes at the back of our he 
toward the west, damaged the new fi 
some valuable books and other thii 
was the more terrible to the child] 
household, quite beside themselves, d 
a dark passage, where, on their kn( 
gi'oans and cries, they thought to coi 
ful Deity. Meanwhile, my father, 
one self-possessed, forced open ai 
window-frames, by which we saved 
made a broader inlet for the rain t 
hail; so that, after we were finally < 
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tional institutions. He had there laid a goo 
tion in languages, and other matters reckoned 
learned education, had subsequently applied : 
jurisprudence at Leipzig, and had at last 
degree at Giessen. His dissertation, Electa d 
Hereditatis,” which had been earnestly and 
written, is still cited by jurists with approval. 

It is a pious wish of all fathers to see ^ 
have themselves failed to attain realised in 1 
as if in this way they could live their lives o 
and at last make a proper use of their early e 
Conscious of his acquirements, with the ce 
faithful perseverance, and distrusting the t( 
the day, my father undertook to instruct his 
dren, allowing them to take particular lesi 
•particular masters only so far as seemed i 
necessary. A pedagogical dilettantism wa 
beginning to show itself everywhere. The 
and heaviness of the masters appointed in 1 
schools had probably given rise to this evil, i 
better was sought for, but it was forgotten h( 
ive all instruction must be which is not 
persons who are teachers by profession. 

My father had prospered in his own career 
according to his wishes : I was to follow 
course, only more easily, and much farther, 
my natural endowments the more, because he 
self wanting in them ; for he had acquired e 
only by means of unspeakable diligence, p« 
and repetition. He often assured me, early 
both in jest and earnest, that with my talents 
have deported himself very differently, and 'v 
have turned them to such small account. 

By means of a ready apprehension, practi 
good memory, I very soon outgrew the in 
which mv father and the other teachers wei 
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Grammar displeased me^ because I 
mere arbitrary law : the rules seemec 
much as they were invalidated by so 
which had all to be learned by themse 
first Latin work had not been in rhyn 
got on but badly in that ; but, as it wa 
sang it to myself readily enough. In 
had a geography in memory-verses, in 
wretched doggerel best served to fix t 
that which was to be retained ; e. g,, — - 

‘‘ Upper- Yssel has many a fen, 
Wliich makes it hateful to all ] 

The forms and inflections of langua 
ease; and I also quickly unravelled 
conception of a thing. In rhetoric, ( 
such matters, no one excelled me ; alth 
put back for faults of grammar. Yei 
attempts that gave my father particul 
for which he rewarded me with m 
money, considerable for such a lad. 

My father taught my sister Italian h 
in which I had to commit Cellarius to 
was soon ready with my task, and wa 
sit quiet, I listened with my book befc 
readily caught the Italian, which st 
agreeable softening of Latin. 

Other precocities, with respect to r 
power to combine, I possessed in com 
children who thus acquire an early i 
that reason, my father could scarcely w 
to college. He very soon declared tha 
jurisprudence in Leipzig, for which he n 
predilection ; and I was afterward to “v 
university and take my degree. As for 
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that he had for some reason or other a disii 
to Gottingen, to my disapx^ointment, 'since it 
cisely there that I had placed such confidence 
hopes. 

He told me further, that I was to go to W( 
Eatisbon, as well as to Vienna, and thenc 
Italy; although he repeatedly mentioned tl 
should first be seen, because after coming out 
nothing else could be pleasing. 

These tales of my future youthful travels 
they were repeated, T listened to eagerly, tin 
as they always led to accounts of Italy, and 
a descrix)tion of ]srai)lcs. His otherwise serion 
manner seemed on these occasions to relax anc 
and thus a imssionate wisli awoke in us cl 
particij)atc in the paradise ho described. 

Private Icvssons, which now gradually n 
were shared with the children of tlie neighbo 
learning in common did not advance me : tin 
followed their routine; and tlie rudeness, s 
the ill nature, of my companions, interru])ted 
Irours of study with tTimult, vexation, and dif 
Ch rest omatl lies, by which learning is made 
and varied, had not yet reached us. Corneli 
so dry to young xxiojde; the New Testarne 
was much too easy, and which by preacliing 
ions instructions had been rendered even 
place; Ccllarius and Pasor, — could impart n 
interest; on tlie other hand, a (iertain rage f 
and versification, a conseipuuKie of rc'-ading the 
German poets, took comx)lete xiosstissiou of u 
had vseized much earlier, as I had found it 
to pass from the rhetorical to the poetical i 
of suljjects. 

We boys held a Sunday asscmhly where cj 

1 T.,. T 
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ness. My poems, whatever the; 
seemed to me the best. But I soc 
competitors, who brought forth ve 
in the same condition, and thoug. 
selves. Nay, what appeared yet 
good lad (though in such matters i 
whom I hked in other respects 
rhymes made by his tutor, not 
as the best, but was thoroughly j 
his own, as he always maintained 
intercourse. Now, as this illus 
obvious to me, the question one da 
me, whether I myself might not 1; 
whether those poems were not real] 
and whether I might not justly a] 
as mad as they to me ? This dist 
long, for it was altogether imposs 
any external criterion of the tru 
from producing, until at length I 
own hght temperament, and the 
powers, and lastly by a trial of ski 
spur of the moment by our teache 
had noted our sport, — in which I 
won general praise. 

No hbraries for children had ? 
estabhshed. The old had thems( 
notions, and found it convenient tc 
education to their successors. I 
Pictus ” of Amos Comenius, no bo 
into our hands ; but the large foho 
plates by Merian, was diligently gon 
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fully, my young brain was rapidly furnish 
mass of images and events, of significant and 
shapes and occurrences ; and I never felt 
upon my hands, as I always occupied mysel 
ing over, repeating, and reproducing these a( 

A more salutary moral eflect than thai 
rude and hazardous antiquities was producec 
Ion’s “ Telemachus,” with which I first t 
quainted in hTeuldrch’s translation, and whi 
fectly as it was executed, had a sweet and 
influence on my mind. That Eobinson Ci 
added in due time, follows in the nature of tl 
it may be imagined that the Island of Falsei 
not wanting. Lord Anson’s “ Voyage round t 
combined the dignity of truth with the ri 
of fable ; and, wliile our thoughts accomp; 
excellent seaman, we were conducted ov( 
world, and endeavoured to follow liim with 
on the globe. But a still richer harvest wai 
up before me, when I Hghted on a mass o 
which, in their present state, it is true, canno 
excellent, but the contents of which, in a 
way, bring near to us many a meritorious 
former times. 

The publication, or rather the nianufactur 
books, which have at a later day become so v 
and celebrated under the name Volhsohrift 
hiiGhcT (popular works or books), was can 
Frankfort. The enormous sales they met v 
their being almost illegibly printed from i 
on horrible blotting-paper. We children w( 
tunate as to find these precious remains of t 
Ages every day on a little table at the door 
in cheap books, and to obtain them at the 
couple of Kreutzer. "'The Eulenspiegel,” '' 

nf TTniTvinTi ” Tbp. OH.n vinn 
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with the whole race down to The Wa 
were all at our service, as often as we 
relish of these works to the taste of swee 
greatest benefit of this was, that, when 
through or damaged such a sheet, it ( 
reprocured, and swallowed a second tin 
As a family picnic in summer is ve 
turbed by a sudden storm, which transfoi 
state of things into the very reverse : s< 
of childhood fall unexpectedly on the i 
season of early life. And thus it happe 
I had just purchased '' Fortunatus with 
Wishing-hat,” when I was attacked by 
and fever which announced the smallpox 
was stiU with us considered very probk 
although it had already been intelligibly 
recommended by popular writers, the 
sicians hesitated to perform an operatior 
to forestall IsTature. Speculative Englii 
fore, had come to the Continent, and inc 
considerable fee, the children of such pe 
opulent, and free from prejudices. Still 
were exposed to the old disease : the ii 
through families, killed and disfigured m 
and few parents dared to avail themselve 
the probable efficacy of which had bee 
confirmed by the result. The evil now 
house, and attacked me with unusual i 
whole body was sown over with spots, 
covered ; and for several days I lay blini 
pain. They tried the only possible a] 
promised me heaps of gold if I woul 
and not increase the mischief by rubbini 
ing. I controlled myself, while, accc 
prevailing prejudice, they kept me as wai 
and thus only rendered my suffering me 
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from my face. The blotches had left no visibl 
M\)oii the skill, but the features were plainly 
I myself was satisfied merely witli seeing tlie ! 
day again, and gradually putting oir my spotte( 
but others were pitiless enough, to remind me < 
my previous condition, especially a very livel; 
who had formerly regarded me with idolatry, 
after-years could seldom look at me without e 
ing, The deuci‘., cousin, what a fright he/s gi 
Then she would tell me circumstantially how 
once been her delight, and what attention s' 
excited when she carried me about ; and thus 
learned that people very often subject us to a 
atonement for the pleasure which we have t 
them. 

I escapiul mutluu* meavshvs nor chi(dv(m-])Ox, i 
other of the tormenting demons of childhood; 
was assured <‘.a.(di tinu‘. tliat it was a great pi(‘,ce 
luck that this malady was now' jiast for ever. \h 
another again tlireatiuuHl in tlie background, { 
vauced. All these things increased my proptJi 
refl(‘.ction ; a.nd as I had alrc‘.ady ))ra.(*tisetl ni'' 
fortitude, in order to rcunovci the torture of iiu}) 
the virtues whi(‘h 1 had Inuird |)raistd in tlr 
appeared to me highly w'orthy of imitation, a 
more so, a,s something similar was eommended 
Christian doctrine*, of patience. 

While on tlu‘, sul)jee.t of tlu^se himily diseases 
mention a brother al)()ut threci yciars younger th 
S(df, who was likewise atta,(dv(Hl hy Unit infecti 
sidrercd not a little from it. lie, was of a 
natuiH^, {piict and (‘-apricious ; and wc, were m 
the most fricnidly terms. lk‘sides, he scarcely s 
the yt‘a.rs of cliildhood. Among siwuaul other ( 
horn afUrward, who, liki‘. him, did not liv(‘, long 
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years, my sister and I remained alone, 
fore the more deeply and affectionate 
each other. 

These maladies, and other unpleasar 
were in their consequences doubly gri 
father, who seemed to have laid do 
a certain calendar of education and i 
resolved immediately to repair every 
posed double lessons upon the youn 
These were not hard for me to accom 
so far troublesome, that they hinderec 
tain extent, repressed, my inward dev6 
had taken a decided direction. 

From these didactic and pedagogic 
commonly fled to my giundfather an 
Their house stood in the Friedberg i 
peared to have been formerly a foi 
approaching it, nothing was seen bn 
with battlements, which were joined o 
the two neighbouring houses. On ent 
narrow passage, we reached at last a 
court, surrounded by irregular buildin 
now all united into one dwelling. "V 
tened at once into the garden, which 
considerable length and breadth behin 
and was very well kept. The wall 
skirted by vine-trelhses : one part of 
used for vegetables, and another dev( 
which from spring till autumn adornec 
sion the borders as well as the beds, 
erected toward the south, was used 
trained espalier peach-trees, the fori 
which ripened temptingly before us tl 
mer. Yet we rather avoided this side, 1 
could not satisfy our dainty appetites ; 
to the side opposite, where an intermin 
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with a succession of luirvests till aiituinn. 
iinf)ortant to us was an old, widc-sprer 
l)(‘rry-tret‘., both on uc.(u)unt of its fruits, an 
we W(U‘e told that the silkworms fcal upon 
In this p(‘a<‘(d‘ul n‘,<»'ion my ju;randfa.ther ^ 
every ev(min^^ tcaulin^' with <^(‘nial e.ar(‘., aiu 
own liaiid, the lima* growths of fruits a.n< 
while a gardmua* ma.nag(Hl tht‘. drudgery. 
iu‘.V(‘.r vext‘d by tlu‘. various toils whic'h were 
to ])r(‘.s(‘.rve. and in(‘n‘asii a (im‘. show of pi 
bra.ueh(‘.s of tlu‘. pi‘a.(h"tn‘.e.s wta't^, ea.n‘.fully t 
es])ali(‘.rs with his own hands, in a faii-shapi 
to bring a.hout a full anil easy growth of 
The, sorting of the. bulbs of tulips, hya,e 
plants of a similar nature, as wi‘ll as the, ea 
pn^s(‘rvation, hi*, entrusted to none ; and I 
pleasure, re.eall to iny mind how diligently h 
hims(*lf in inoiailating the dilTerent varietie.i 
That he. might proteeX himsidf from tlu^ thoi 
on a pair of those ancient leather glovi‘,s, 
thnu*. pair weres givtai liim annually a,t t 
Court; so that there was no d(‘a,rth of the, a,i 
wore also a loose dressing-gown, and a fo! 
velvet e.ap upon his Iiead ; so that he. n 
passeil for an inUamuuliate ]H‘rson hetweia: 
and Laert<%s. 

All this work in tlu*. ganUvn lu*. ])ursue.d a: 
and with us much priM-ision ns his otTK^uil 
for, hcdorc he came, down, lu*. always arraaigi 
of (‘.uses for tlie next day, and rea,d the 
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ctAiul ninm. His libniry iHaitaiiird, has 
unly tht‘ (‘urlifst honks of travnl<. saa-va 
anvarit'S ni’ aniuitrias. AItnL‘alliar I aa 
no situation tunra adaptatl than his to a 
ilia ‘'i' unintarruptail paaca* uial aUu’Ual t 
iUn tha ravi‘rana(‘ we* e‘ntartaine‘ti ior 
<»h! niau was raist‘il te? tin* hi.uhast tia*^u' 
(ii»n that ha pt>sse*sse*el tin* of prop! 
in tnatlars that paiiaimnl to himsalf a 
It is trua he* rave'uhal himsalf to no nm 
ininutal}\ e‘xaapt to my ‘trundmeft har ; j 
awara that In* was informail of wliat wa 
pt‘n hy si^miiie'ant elraams. Hi* assura 
instanai*. at a lime* whati In* was still 
ai!loi\ that, on ilia, first va<'anay. In* wi 
plaaa laft. opan <»n tin* ham'll of tin* St'hn 

aftarwai'd. w}u‘U eun* e»f IIiom* oth<’ars a 
apoplaxy, mv |tramlfa,tln‘r j 4 ava (U<iars 
slnmhl he* (pui*tly ant rt‘uely prapaivd 
alaatinit ami ballot iija, to r«*aaive* his p 
pratulators. Sun* e‘Uonph, tha ele^aisive* 
eirawn in his favour. T'ln* ‘umph* tinsii 
hael h‘arm‘el this, In* (‘tuihiiatl his u 
He* Innl sat‘n himsalf in tin* euslinary fi 
a<mn<-ilnn‘n, whan* all want on jnsi as ti. 
tin* late* Srhojf rose* from his se*;tt, <it‘Naa: 
pra> e’d him in tin* nnest e-euiiplimaiiU 
taka tin* vaaant plaaa, ainl than elapartai 
Sonn-thinp similar oaaiirrael em tin* 
if/tlit iss. 'Tliay make* in* eh»Iav in 
plaaa ; as thi*y always have* to h-ur tli. 
wilU at Stum* tima, rt*suim‘ Ills anaiaiit 
mitinp tin* oi!na*r. On this e»aaasinn, tli 
tin* mturt aann* at mitlniahi to -aimmon a 
Hasshen for tin* in*xi nn»rnina; ami, as 1 
hmt e*rn wa.s ahoiii to ha nskaii foi 
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said my graudfatlier to the ladies : lie 
trouble all on my account.” This express; 
pa,L*.d the result, ^ — lie was made SchnlfJ(( 
what rt.uid(‘red the circumstance particulaii 
able wa,s, that, although liis represcutatm 
third and last to draw at the l)allot, tlie two i 
first came out, leaving the golden hall at the 
the hag for him. 

lV‘rl‘e(‘.tly prosai(‘, simple, and without a ti 
fantasti(5 or miramilous, were tlu^. otlun* ( 
whi(‘-h wt‘, w(‘.re informtHl. Monawer, I rtmu 
on(*e, as a hoy, ! was turning over his hooks 
oranda, and foiintl, aanong some other remr 
rtdate.d to gardcming, such simtcme.es as tl 
night N". N. came, to me, and said,” — tlie 
iH‘Vi‘latiou lu‘ing writUm in eijdier ; or, Th 
saAV,”~alI th(‘, n*st he.ing again in ciphe.r, 
conjunctions and similar words, from whi< 
could hi‘, leariu‘d. 

It is worthy of note also, that ]HU\sons w: 
no signs of prophc.tict insight at other time.’’ 
for th(‘. monitmt, whik^ in his pn^.stunu^, an 
me.ans of some s(‘nsihle evi(Umet‘,, i)n‘.S(‘.nt 
dis(‘a,s{^s or de.atlis whi(‘h wcu'c. tluai (xaairring 
plactjs. Ihit no such gift ha.s Imhui transmit 
of his childnm or gra.ndehildr(m, who, for 
])a,rt, hav(‘. Ixxm h(*.arty peopli‘, enjoying life, 
going beyond tlu^ actual. 

While on this suhjiud, 1 nunember with 
many kindnesse.H I nanivixl from them in 
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tli<»UL*h at tir t, nf all (fif in tin* n1h^|»^ 

hud iiuudi intf‘rr-4 h*r u> hin tlu* liiorirr, uini i 
hroun -tuiiijM-d raki*'. niud«* IrMij! it, wr iH'fuiur 
hrttf'r af'i|n,tint ‘‘d with llit* itmliitudt* (»f urtiah- 
and : *'ld Ui that hti »iui‘NS. d'lda atmt was t' 
vivat'iMUs nf all thr fuiuil) . Wlulst luv mtiflu* 
rarl\ vtsir-, l«'t»k jdisiMirn in Inniui nnatly 
wnikiuit s<nuf dniiindir' urjui j»at i» »n. nr rr 
hnnk. th*‘ Mthrr, <»n t lin taaitnuy, run ahnut tfi 
InuuiinMii tn |«irk ii[) t »‘d I'liildrru, (uku 

tln ia. rMUih tlifu, and ran} thrm ahnut in tlir 
luid dnnr with nu* h»r a |4*'**d wliilr, At a 
jjuhlir, tV' 4 ivilir.‘;, airh au r< UMUut i<*u it was in 

it* krr|» h'T at ImliitS Whrli a littlr rhild. 
ulrrady M“ra!nh!*'d fur (Ih‘ Uinliry .''rattiTini ( 
or. j and it wa-i ndulrd nf firr. that him 

ritii' had }[**{ a nund niauv tt«nvthrr. and wu'; In 
thrui with n.ristt dtdiyfd in thr |*alni nf ht-r 
wa.'t : 4 rurk hy MUtit'hiHi}, and *dl hrr wrM rana 
vani’-dird at a hl*'W, llirff w.n uiatlhri* nu* 
wlurli 'dir was vrry pirini. t ha-r, whilr : 4 ai 
a Ihk'S as tin* IsntprrMi' t 'liai'h-^ \‘II. \va- j»a:'.'a 
inmarnt wdaui all tlir |trM|.h‘ Wt-ir .slrnf, .".'hr 
a Vivat !" intM l!ir rMar!i. whadi in. 

tukr' nil' hi-: hat tn hrr* and tli.iida h»‘r qnit** 
fur h i'V ht » Id huliitatiMU. 

I’!\rryt iiiin.t ut In-r !n*u .r wa--^ ''firriiijq liv' 
rfirii'fid ; and wr r!nhlr«ii hrr inany a 14 

In a in*»i-r f|uir| -at n.ii nni, wtii»di wa-^. 1 
?adlrd |u hrr rhaiartrr, Wa . a ’:,ri-Mt|d iilllil. ini 
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(Conquest of the Kiii^^dojri of Troy” ornaiuei 
eop})er])lates in tin*, theatric, al Frcnich ta-sL 
pictures ptu-verUnl my imagiiiatiou to sucli 
tliat, fur a loti^ tinuv, I c.oiild conceive 
mtuic lier(H‘.s only uiuha* suc.li forms. Tlu^ 
tlumistdv(^s gav(^ na* unsptuikahh* (hdight; 
found ^t(n‘at fault with th(‘. work for aJ'fordi 
a.t‘.couut of the, ca})ture of Troy, and hreaki 
abruptly with the dea,th of Ih'.cUyr. My 
whom I namlioiual this di‘fect, rt‘ftu‘red me 
who pta'fectly satisfuMl my ihuiiands. 

It will Ih‘ taken for jj^ranUul, that W(^ (*hil 
amon^ our otluu’ h‘ssons a c.ontimuul a,nd ]) 
instruction in reli^ii»n. lUit tlie <nmrch-Ih'oi 
impa.rtt‘d to us was, proptu’ly spi.‘akiu<^, not 
a kind of dry morality : in^iuiious (*xpositioj 
thoUjL*;ht of, and the doctrim^ appc'.ahal ninth 
understandin,i»' nor to tiu‘ heart. For that n^a 
weri^ various si‘cessions from the l^stahlishci 
Heparutists, Pietists, llcrrnhuter (Moravians), 
the-Land, and othi'rs differently nuni(‘d an 
tinisiul, sprang up, all of whom a.n‘- animat 
same, purpose of approaching the 1 leity, 
through (didst, more closely than sisnned to 
sil)le under the forms of the (‘stablished rcligi 

The boy heard tiu'se opinions and sentin 
stantly spoken of, for the idmgy as wel 
laity divided thinnselves into pro and c 
minority were, composed of thosi^ who dissei 
or 1(‘HS l»roailly ; but th<‘ir modes of thinking 
by originality, heartiness, ]H‘r.stvveranc’e, and 
enc.i‘. All sorts of stories were, told of thi* 
and of tin*, way in whhdi they wi*re manifes 
reply ef a pious masterdanman was espiana 
who, when one of Ids craft, attempted to shan 
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his cause, I have a famous one, — nc 
confessor of King David.” 

Things of this sort naturally made ai 
the hoy, and led him into similar state 
fact, he came to the thought that he mig 
approach the great God of nature, the C 
server of heaven and earth, whose earlie: 
of wrath had been long forgotten in th 
world, and the manifold blessiags in w 
pate while upon it. The way he tool 
this was very curious. 

The boy had chiefly kept to the first 
The God who stands in immediate c 
nature, and owns and loves it as his ^ 
him the proper God, who might be broi 
relationship with man, as with every 
who would take care of him, as of th( 
stars, the days and seasons, the anin 
There were texts of the Gospels which 
this. The boy could ascribe no form 
he therefore sought him in his works 
the good Old-Testament fashion, builc 
Natural productions were set forth as 
world, over which a flame was to bun 
aspirations of man’s heart toward 1 
brought out of the collection of naturs 
he possessed, and which had been incn 
directed, the best ores and other speci 
next difficulty was, as to how they sho 
and raised into a pile. His father po 
tiful red-lacq^uered music-stand, ornam 
flowers, in the form of a four-sided py 
ferent elevations, which had been founc 
quartets, but lately was not much in 
laid hands on this, and built up his r( 
nature one above the other in steps 
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significant. On an early sunrise his first 
(.kul was to be celebrated, but the young 
not y(‘.t settlcnl how to prothuio a llaine wl 
at the same time emit an agrt'cable odour- 
occurred to liim to t‘.ombine tlui two, as Ir 
a few fumigating pastils, which difiTisiHl 
fragranct‘. with a glimmer, if not with a, Ih 
this soft ))urning and exhalation seemed a h 
scmtation of what ])ass(‘.s in tlu^. heart, tlui 
ilame. The sun had already risim for a. lt)n 
the m‘ighbouring houst^s c.on(H‘.aled tlu‘. eas 
it glitU‘n‘d a.bovt‘ tlu‘- nufi’s: a. burning-gl 
onct‘ taktm up and api)li(‘d to the |Kistils, ^ 
fixi‘d on th(^ summit in a lim^ ]>ortuduin sane 
thing sue.c(H‘ded according to the wish, am 
lion was ])erlV.(‘.t. Tht‘ altar renuiiued as 
ornament Mat room which liad b(‘en as 
in th(* ne.w houst*. ICvmy om^ rtgarded il 
wtdl-arranged c.olleidion of natural c.uriosi 
boy know b(‘tter, but (‘.on(‘t‘ah‘(l his know! 
longtnl for a re][H*dition of tlu‘. sohnnnity. 
tunaUdy, just us th(‘- most opptniune sun 
porc;elain <ni|) was not at hantl : lu*. pl‘ic<‘d 
imnnuliattdy on the uppi‘r surfaci^ of tlu‘. 
wwo kindled ; and so grt‘a,t was the, d(*vo 
priest, that lu* did m^t obse.rv(‘, until it w; 
th(^ mischii'f his sa(,vrifi(H* was doing. Tla^ 
burned mercih*ssly into tln^ nul lacqiua’ an 
gold tIow(*rs, and, as if sonu‘ evil spirit luul t 
had kd’t their black, imdraceabhi footprint 
tlu^ yeung prii^st was thrown into the me 
perph^xity. 1'he misebud' (umld bt*. covenu 
true, with tlu*. largin' pieces of his show rnai 
ih(‘ spirit for new ollerings was gom‘., a,nd t! 
might almost be (smsidenul a hint and war; 
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All ttat has been hith 
happy and easy condition 
ing a long peace. But n 
beautiful time enjoyed ii 
cities living under their c 
to include a considerable 
situated as to enrich the] 
Strangers find it to their 
and are under a necessity 
to acquire profit. Even if 
territory, they are the bett 
internal prosperity; as the 
them to no costly undertal 
Thus the Frankforters p 
years during my childhooc 
of August, 1756, had I c 
than that world-renov^ned 
also to exert great infiuenc 
of my life. Frederick tl 
had fallen upon Saxony 
and, instead of announcin, 
tion of war, he followec 
composed by himself as i 
the causes that had mo^ 
monstrous a step. The ^ 
pealed to, not merely a 
immediately snht into t^ 
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My grandfather, who, as Sche'/ff of l^rank 
carried tlie coronation canopy over Francis t 
and liad received from the empress a heavy gc 
with her likeness, took tlie Austrian side, ah 
some of liis sons-in-law and daughters. M 
having been nominated to the imperial co 
Charles the Seventh, and sympathising sincere 
fate of that unhap])y monarch, leaned toward 
with the other and smalUu* half of tlie fami 
meetings, which ha-d been held on Sundays f 
years uninterruptedly, were very soon disturb^ 
■misunderstandings so common among ])erson 
by marriage found only now a form in wh 
(a)uld be exi)resscd. Contention, discord, sile 
separation (msued. My grandfathtu*, gimerally 
fill, (piiet nmn, and fond of ea-sc, became h 
Tlu‘- women vainly endeavoured to smother ih 
and, after some unpleasant scxaies, my fafher 
first to (pi it the socii'-ty. At home we now 
undisturbed at the Prussian vic.torii'.s, whi(di w 
luonly a.unounc(Ml witli great ghu*, by our 
aunt. Every otlun* interest had to givt^ wa>} 
and we ])ass(Hl the rest of tint yc‘a.r in pia'peti 
tioii. Tlie (Hxupation of I)r(‘,sden, the mode 
the king at the outset, his slow but siuairc'- i 
tluj vi<‘tory at Lowositz, the (‘.apturt‘. of tlu‘. 
wcrii so nuiny triumphs for our pa.rty. E^ 
that could be allegtul for the axlvantage of < 
nents was denied or depreciated ; a.nd, as tlie 
of the family on tlie other side did tlui sa: 
(H)uld not meet in tlie streets without dis])ut(if 
as in “ Romeo and Julit't.” 

Tims 1 also was then a Prussian in my x 
to sp(‘,ak more c.orn'.ctly, a Fritzian ; sinc.e wl 
w(‘. fur Prussiji? It was the ])(‘,rsona,l (fiaracU 
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songs of triumph, and almost more wi 
poons directed against the other par 
rhymes might he. 

Being their eldest grandson and { 
dined every Sunday since my infancy 
father and grandmother; and the hou 
been the most delightful of the wh 
now I relished not a morsel, because ^ 
to hear the most horrible slanders of 
blew another wind, here sounded an< 
at home. My liking and even my 
grandfather and grandmother fell off. 
tion nothing of this to my parents, i 
matter, both on -account of my own ; 
cause I had been warned by my u 
way I was thrown back upon myself 
sixth year, after the earthquake at I 
ness of God had become to me in so 
picious : so I began now, on account ( 
Second, to doubt the justice of the pn 
was naturally inclined to reverence, ai 
great shock to stagger my faith in an 
venerable. But alas ! they had comme 
ners and a becoming deportment to i 
own sake, but for the sake of the pec 
people say ? was always the cry ; and 
the people must be right good people, i 
how to judge of anything and everyl 
experience went just to the contrary 
and most signal services were defame 
the noblest deeds, if not denied, were a 
sented and diminished; and this ha? 
done to the only man who was mai 
above all his contemporaries, and wl 
what he was able to do, — and that, n 
lace, but by distinguished men, as I 
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iliai lie liiniself Telongetl to a party, had iiev 
into the couecptioihs of the hoy. He, tht‘.: 
li(‘ved himself all the more rii^'ht, and danal 
own opinion for the better one; sinee he am 
like mind apprecnaiinl the l)(‘auty and other 
ties of Maria Thm'esa, and did not g 

Emperor Frun<‘i.s his love of jewi^lry and men 
Oount Daun was often calle.d an old dozer, the 
justiliahle. 

Hut, now that I look more elostdy into tl 
T lu‘ro tra<*.e the germ of that disregard and 
dain of the. puhlie, whie.h elung to me foi 
ptM’iod of my lif<s and only in later days wa 
within the hounds hy insight and tniltivaiioi 
it to say, that Uu‘. ]KU'tH‘ption of tlu^ injustiee 
hud even then a very unpleasant, nay, an 
(‘iretd up<ai the, hoy; as it a<'<‘ustomed him U 
himself fnun beloved and higldy valued pers 
(puek sucautssion of battles and (‘Viud.s l«*ft I 
n(‘ither ((uiet nor r(‘st. W(‘ (‘Ver found a 
didight in n’.viving and ri*sharp(‘ning those 
evils and luiprieious disjiutes; and tlius w<‘ 
to ti^-use <‘a<*h otlu‘r, until tlu^ o«*eupaiion of 
by tln‘ Ermudi some years afterward bre 
ine.onvtmie.ma* into our homes. 

Although to most of us the important <*ve 
ring in distant parts served only for topics of 1 
versy, tlnu’e W(*r(^ ottuu’s who pm’eiuved tlu* s 
of the tiauts, and feared that the. sympathy 
might open a siuna^ of war in our own vieini 
k(‘pt us e-hildren at hcum^ more than bc‘fon‘, ? 
in many ways to oetaqiy and amuse us. 
view, the. puppet-show iHspHmthe.d by our gn 
was again brought birtli, and arranged in sii 
that tlu* spi'etators sat in my gable rtuun ; 
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room adjoining. We were allowed, < 
to invite first one and then another 
children as spectators ; and thus at t 
many friends, hut the restlessness in 
did not suffer them to remain long < 
They interrupted the play ; and we 
seek a younger puhhc, which could g 
in order by the nurses and maids. 1 
to which the puppets had been spe 
had learned by heart ; and in the 1 
exclusively performed. Soon growing 
ever, we changed the dresses and d 
tempted various other pieces, which ^ 
grand a scale for so narrow a stage, 
sumption spoiled and finally quite < 
performed, such childish pleasures 
nevertheless exercised and advanced 
power of invention and representat 
a certain technical skill, to a deg 
other way could not perhaps have 1 
short a time, in so confined a spac 
expense. 

I had early learned to use compg 
cause all the instructions they gav 
were forthwith put into practice ; ai 
self greatly with pasteboard work, 
geometrical figures, little boxes, anc 
invented pretty pleasure-houses ador 
steps, and fiat roofs. However, but 
completed. 

Far more persevering was I, on 
arranging, with the help of our doi 
trade), an armory for the service of < 
edies, which we ourselves performed 
we had outgrown the puppets. M 
prepared for themselves such armori 
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made provision, not for the wants of one p( 
and could furnivsh several of tlie little baud ^ 
requisite, and thus made myself more and n 
pensahle to our little circle. That such gan 
to factions, quarrels, and blows, and common] 
a sad. end in tumult and vexation, maj’ tuisi 
posed. In such castis (xaiain of my c-ompa 
orally took ])a,rt with me, whihi otluu’s sid< 
me; tliovigh many changes oi party occ-ur 
single boy, whom I will call Fyhules, mg't 
otliers, onc.(‘ only left my ]>arty, but (‘ould st 
a moment maintaini his liostile position. 
reconcil{‘d amid many t(‘.ars, a.ml for a long I 
ward k(q>t faithfully togc'tluu*. 

To him, as well as othm* we.ll-wishm‘s, 1 c-o 
myself very agreeable by tiilling tales, which 
deligliUHi to liear wlum 1 was ilu‘. hero oi 
story. It griiatly rejoic.(ul tluan to know 
wonderful things c.ould ludall oiu^. of tln^ir 
fellows; nor w’as it a,ny liarm that tlu^.j 
understand how 1 (‘.ould find tinu^. and s})a< 
a-dventures, as they must Inivc^ btum pntty \ 
of all my comings and goings, a.n<l how 1 wa 
tlie entire day. Not tlu^ Itiss nec(‘ssary wa,s 
to sel(U‘t th(‘. l(K^(diti(‘.s of thes('. o(‘,c.urn‘n(H‘.s 
another world, at least in anotiuu' spot ; m 
was told as having tukem phic(‘- only tcMiay 
day. They thend’on^ had to form for tlnunseh 
illusions than I <M>uld hav(^ palmed off upon 
1 had not gradually learned, in ac(*.ordanc(j 
instincts of mv nature, to work un thesc^. v 
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every one to recog] 
way seem to him, t] 
But what is here 
way of reflection, v 
and interesting by 
therefore, one of th 
repeat it to my co 
imagination and me 


On the night be 
dreamed that I stoc 
new summer clothe 
me for the holiday, 
of shoes of polishe 
fine cotton stocking 
and a coat of gree 
waistcoat of gold 
bridal waistcoat. ] 
dered, and my curli 
wings ; but I could 
I kept confusing t 
falling off as soon { 
In this dilemma, a 
me, and greeted m 
you are welcome,” 
here.” — “Do you 
ing. “ Why not ? ' 
“You are Mercur 
represented in pict 
“and am sent to 
errand. Do you se( 
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c(nil(l liardly liold, and whicli were as wondei 
tiful as they were large, tlio one of a red, tl 
a yellow, the third of a green, colour. One 
help thinking they were ])recioiis stones mat 
form of fruit. I would have snatched the 
tlrew hack, and said, “ You must know, i 
place, that they are not for you. You must 
to the three liandsoniest yoiitlis of the 
then, each according to his lot, will find w 
utmost of their wisluis. I'ake them, and 
you ! '' said he, as lie departed, leaving tin 
my open hands. Tlu^y appeared to me to lu 
still largtu-. I ludd them up at oiuai agaius 
and found tlicm (piite transparent ; hut 
e.xpanded upward, and hec^anu*. tliree heai 
ladi(‘s about as large as middhi-sized dc 
(dotlu^s were of the colours of the apples. [ 
giaitly up my lingiU’S: and when 1 was ahoi 
them, to make sure of one* at l(‘ast, they li 
soariul high and far; and I had to ])ut uj) w 
appointment. 1 stt>od there all a.ma.ze.d a.i 
holding up my ha.nds, and sla.ring at my 1' 
there were still something on tliem to see. 
1 saw a most lovely girl dane.ti upon the V(‘.rj 
was smaller, hut ]u‘etty and lively ; and as 
lly away like the otluu's, l)ut nunahu'd danei 
one (ingm'-point, now on another, I r(‘gard(‘.i 
long while with admirat-ion. And, a.s sh(‘ 
m nmeh, 1 thought iu tlu^. end I could eat< 
made, as 1 fane*ied, a viay adroit grasp, ihit 
mmit 1 felt such a blow on my luuul that 1 
.stunned, aaul did not awake from my stupoi 
time, to dia^ss myself and go to elvurdi. 

During the servie.t* I often <‘.alled tliose 
mind, and also wlnui I was (*ating dituuu- at 
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slih*.s hy anti dn-{»layiiit: in itn rl 

a malt it Util* ni autl ailviT tiah, whifli nu 
Uitu slfuvly uuil ut*w awiftly. iitiw aluiit* iii: 
ahtJ.iia. I wttulil ulstt fain havi* lottkinl lit 
t-anal, to ata* \Uiat tht*rt* was in flu* !ii‘ai1 t»f 1 
liut I tuunti, itj iny '‘ri'at. :strrttwa that thr 
of thf watt*r wa-^ hnnlrivtl hy a similar ra 
with :•!) mm’h art, th.il t«« narh inttaaai tai 
r\.;u'tl.y littt'h a '^.|•«•ar t>r jiarli-an itn tin* 
atitl Ilia ttihar taaiamtail v, rfinian't! it im|Ht .il 
tti SfM thf'at’^h. taU'i ai h»* \Vi>u!il. Hr ith 
Uian, vvh't.'.till lirhl mr fa:4, |tri*vriif»‘«i uir fr»« 
l'i»‘»'!y. My auri«»'al\a inran whilta altar a.!l 1 
in itM.rii murr aial mm-a ; iiutl 1 ttutk liaarl t 
«*hi UMll U ha! h'-r t ata aMii M lira | < »V af. *' V 

l-rfuilaMi ha, ■' hut an liaW a» .laiif Wlta 

turn whal thr'.r wara. ha y..!.Va Ua* Im Ull»lar‘4. 
mu 4 j*ut an lUtlar alallla,!, | \v,i i ; 'Ut l '■flat I 
far l*"ti nia- !«aak tt»War«t tha wa,i! ml a a,. 
raiiiii^ MU tlit* ,:4iias af wturh hiiii:' m.in\ km 

imaihri, illl ni wluah /»aaiiirtl fit ii|»|trM.iah fh 

a«f’4uma. I .-itiMU t'hannatl my tlrr;-.. Ih* aa 
jiawtlarati hmr umirr ii many aahairait art, at 
ta my InU'far vinlrnliN »lir4a«l it mil. Nmw 
hafura it .ar*>4t mirrar. 1 h»umi my/irlf (|tiita 
in my tim^nn'^a^ am! ji!aa,',rtl uiy.-salf haflar fli 
farimil Suijilay all*lha'^ I mah** n«-4tira*i,in 
us 1 hail a.aru lha tianarl-'i tin af. tlia lair ilia 

tha iiiklnt Ilf thr*. 1 l«ntk»‘4 ill fh»* iiii 

rliala-a lha llumaa nf U Uialia wliirlt Wll.i l*ahill* 
il'j whifa an*UJl*t Imiui thraa in-aail rurila, aita! 
twi4.r4 U|« Hi a way wtiiah frum tha tiiSlaur 
11*4 a!. 'ally tli^arim I ttiarafula fUrUrtl HUl 

lia' t '.lm aial a 4ia»i ilia i44 mail alHiiii (hr ua- 
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th«‘ l^rnUIMl. tUiti! al iaal I | .alVr i Vaii, I ll.i! , t 

n| Uu'i r»»un«i t-<l hatis aiul thiia* 

rii'flf Hi Ml' |«M|*!.ir likf‘ iri’fH. lit 
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l..ali! Ij, tMU--h>-.i f»v lit*' »»1.| iimu i 

I aiiia.'a i w!i»ai lla* pM| i « hu a uia- « 

r*' ilia lail uIim h.ri a, am 

m tha Sh** ara*-!r-,f aa- a 
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a jia-itaai*, ai-'li*--! aitl liia-’lv Hrn.iiui 
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TRUTH AND FICTION 


my opponent, who had probably reac 
somewhat more softly than I. There 
up, and as I saw the little host 
Acliilles scattered around me, havin: 
over with me by the rising of the rail 
hero first and thrc'w him against a tree 
tation and flight now pleased me doub 
pleasure combining with the prettiest 
world; and I was on the point of S' 
other Greeks after him, w-hen suddenly 
spurted at me on all sides, from stones 
ground and branches, and, w'herever I 
against me crossways. 

In a short time my light garment w’a 
It was already rent, and I did not hes 
entirely off my body. I cast away m 
one covering after another. ISTay, at 1 
very agreeable to let such a shower-batl 
in the warm day. Now, being quite n 
gravely along between these welcome ^ 
thought to enjoy myself for some tin 
cooled, and I wished for nothing more 
cihation with my little adversary. B 
kling, the water stopped ; and I stood 
the saturated ground. The presence o: 
who appeared before me unexpected! 
means welcome. I could have wished, 
at least to clothe, myself. The shame, 
the effort to cover myself in some degre 
a most piteous figure. The old man 
moment in venting the severest reproacl 
“What hinders me,” he exclaimed, “fr 
of the green cords, and fitting it, if not 
to your back?” This threat I took h 
“ Eefrain,” I cried, “ from such -words, e 
thoughts; for otherwise you and your 
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'' who dare speak thus V — A favourite of 
I said, “ on whom it depends whether tliose h 
find worthy husbands and pass a happy life, 
to pine and wither in their magic cell.’' TIk 
stepped some paces back. Who has reveal 
you ? ” he inquired, with astonishment anc 
Three apples,” I said, “ three jewels.” — “ . 
reward do you require ? ” lie exclaimed. 
things, tlie little creature,” I re])lied, “ who In 
me into this accursed state.” The old man 
self down liefore me, without shrinking froi 
and miry soil : then he rose witliout beii 
took nui kindly by the hand, led me into the 
me a, gain quickly ; and I was soon once me 
out and frizzled in my Sunday fashion as bei 
porter did not speak anotlier word ; but, l)ei 
me pa.ss the entrance, lu‘. stopped me, and s 
some objects on the wall over the way, wh 
same time, he pointed backwards to the 
undcirstood him; he wished to imprint the > 
my mind, that I might the more certain!] 
door, which had unexpi^cttedly (dosed bt‘hii 
now took good noti(*.e of what was o])] 
Above a high wall rose the boughs of exti 
nut-trees, and partly covered tlie cornice a 
The bra-iiches rca(died down to a. stom‘, t 
onianumted border of whicli T c.ould perfec 
nise, thougli 1 could not read the. iiise;ri 
rested on tlui top-stone of a uiclu‘., in whic 
wrouglit fountain poured water from emp to 
great basin, that fornuHl, as it were, a little*, 
disap) )eared in the earth. Fountain, inscrij 
trtM^s, all stood perpendicularly, one above < 
would ])aint it as I saw it. 

Now, it may well lx*, cone.iiived how T p 
(‘.veminu, and many following: days, and ho' 
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hardly believe. As soon as it wa 
possible, I went again to the Bad 
refresh my remembrance of these sigi 
the precious door. But, to my gre 
found all changed. Nut-trees, indee( 
wall; but they did not stand immed 
A tablet also was inserted in the wa 
right of the trees, without ornament, s 
inscription. A niche with a fountain 
the left, but with no resemblance ^ 
which I had seen ; so that I almost 
second adventure was, like the first 
the door there is not the slightest 
thing that consoles me is the obser^ 
three objects seem always to chai 
For, in repeated visits to the spot, 
noticed that the nut-trees have r 
nearer together, and that the tablet 
seem likewise to approach each c 
when all is brought together again, t 
once more be visible ; and I will do 
up the thread of the adventure. W] 
able to tell you what further happe 
shall be expressly forbidden to do sc 

This tale, of the truth of which my 
mently strove to convince themselvt 
applause. Each of them visited j 
described, without confiding it to n 
and discovered the nut-trees, the tabic 
though always at a distance from eac 
at last confessed to me afterward, beci 
to conceal a secret at that early ag( 
contest first arose. One asserted tha 
not stir from the spot, and always ma 
distance; a second averred that the 
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t}u‘ latter as to the first }K)iiit of their moviii 
it seeiued to him that the nut-trees, tal)lct, r 
tain rather drew near together; while a fo 
something still more wonderful to a.nnouiK 
was, that tlie nut-tr(H‘,s wta-e in tlu‘ middle, lait 
tablet and tlu' fountain wi‘re on si(l(\s ojvposite 
which 1 iuul staUnl. With n‘S|KH*t to the trac 
little door, tluw also varicul. And thus th(‘.y 
me an early instaiu'e. of tlK‘. contradictory vi 
can hold a,iul maintain in ri‘.L!;a.rd to math 
simph^ and (‘.asily ch'arcHl up. As I olistina.t(‘.l 
th(‘, continuation of my ta.l(‘., a, n*.petition of 
part was ofhm dt‘sii*cd. I took ^ood can 
change the circu instance's much ; and, hy the 
ity of tin* narrative'., I convcrh'd the. fahli'. into 
tlu' minds of my lu^arcrs. 

Yet 1 was ave'.rse to falsi‘hoe>d and dissimuh 
altogf'the'r hy no nu'ans frivole)us. Itatlu'r 
ejontrary, the inwa.rd e'.anu'stness, with whit 
early ht'gun te) e'onsieli'r myse'lf and the', w 
seen, (vve'u in tny exte'.rior; and I was fre'.ejueui 
to ac.(*ount, oftem in a, frie'ndly way, and oftt'i 
lery, for a. ce'rtain di^^nity which I laid assum 
although gooel and I’liosem friends wort', ceal 
wanting to me^ we*. we*re* always a minorit; 
those' vvlm found p]t‘a.Hun'. in assailing us wit 
rueleuu'ss, anel who ineltMul oftem awoke' us in 
fashion from that le'ge'ndarv and stdf-c.omplac.e'. 
ing in which we — I hy inventing, and my eui 
hy syrnpaUiising — wetre'. too re'udily uhsorhee 
we. le'.anH'el ouetei mem', that, inste'ad of sin) 
(‘ncminacy anel fantastic de^liglits, tlu'.re*. wa 
raiht'r for harele'ning oursedve^s, in ordeu’ c'ithev 
or to e-.ounte'.raet ine‘viUd)le^ ewnls. 

Among the', steucal e'xe'rciHe'H whit'll I cult.i 
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US very unkindly and unsldlfu 
against wliicli we hardened c 
obstinacy was forbidden unde 
A great many of the sports 
rivalry in such endurances ; ai 
strike each other alternately 
whole fist, till the limbs are n 
the penalty of blows incurrec 
more or less firmness; when, 
they do not let themselves be 
of a half-conquered opponent 
suppress the pain inflicted foi 
even treat with indifference th 
which young persons are so a 
Thus we gain a great advants 
not speeddy deprive us. 

But, as I made a sort of boj 
the importunity of the others ^ 
rude barbarity knows no limit 
beyond my bounds. Let one 
It happened once that the teac 
usual hour of instruction. . 
were all together, we entertain 
ably; but when my adhere 
enough, had left, and I rema: 
my enemies, these took it int( 
me, to shame me, and to driv( 
me an instant in the room, 
switches, which they had mac 
a broom. I noted their desigr 
end of the hour near, I at on 
them till the clock struck, 
without remorse, to lash my 
cruellest fashion. I did not 
I had miscalculated, and that 
ened the minutes. My wrat 
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one who least exp(H‘,ttHl it by the liuir b(‘I 
him to the eurth in a,u instant, j»rt‘ssini»' up 
his back; the second, a youn^ta* and weak 
attacked me from b(‘lnnd, I dn^w by th(‘ 
iny arm, and almost throtthal him with tl 
The last, and not tla^. Wi‘a,ki‘st, still nnnaint 
left hand only was h^i't for my dt'lVne.ta H 
him by the clotln^s ; and, with a dtwtia’ous ? 
part aiul an ovm-pnaajataU* <»n(* on his, I li 
down and struck his faei‘ on tin', ground, 
not wantinjj^ in bites, pinches, and kicks; 
nothing but re.veni^’c^ in my liml)s as wel 
lieart. With tln^ advanla,i;e which I had 
rt‘})(‘at(‘.dly kmx’ktul their heads togeth<‘r. 
raisiul a. drt‘.adful shout of munler, and wt 
sm’naindcd by all tlu‘ inmates of tin* 1 
switclu'S scatt(‘ri‘d ai'ound, ainl my u 
bared td’ tin*, stockings, soon Ihu’c vvitnc 
They jmt (df the punishment, ami let nn 
house; hut I deelan*d, that in fut nn*, on t 
<dr(‘ne(% 1 would serat.cli out- tin* t'yes, tiajr ( 
of any one. (d‘ them, if not throttk* him. 

Though, us usually happens in chiltlish 
ev(*nt w'us soon forgottt*!!. ami even laugho 
tln^ (*.a,ns4*. that (.ln*s(‘ joint instructions !>(*« 
and at last entirely (a^asctl, I was tlui 
fornnu’ly, kept mort* at home ; when* I fomi 
(lonndia, wlio was only om* year younger tl 
a comjuinion always gnawing more agiH‘t*ald< 

Still, r will not It'avc. this topic without t 
mon*. Htori(‘S of tin* many vexations t'aus(‘tl 
jdayfellows ; for this is tin* instructive pr 
moral communications, that a. man may h 
has g<mc. with otlnu’s, and what la* also ha 
from lib*; and that, what(‘vcr comes to pr 
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rdgc is (T littlf n‘r - v.: 

sn lar u il 

condit it»n, aiitl ht-ar nr •-srii !»» .-in 

And *'-<‘ntTnl iviuark will i<«’ “s; 
which is. that, as tin* riiiMitai ‘T tin- c 
'U*- font ratliciiMii a|*i<ra! . 

fact, that tiicy atv tirp*d and t rang'd 
t(‘a(*ht‘rs in tlfport thfmadvfs inodfraT 
and <‘Vfn wist‘ly ; in I'^iin It* la* t*is 
or armi^anfc ; and tji .sn|»|*i‘f all t! 
whifh may Im* <lfVfloHfii in ihfin , 
oth(‘r haiui, while the ynuii** iTfatuir 
this dis<‘i|ilin<\ they ha\f !t» uih f I 
which in them is rcprimaiulfd and j*u 
way the jiunr ihiiuts are hr«»ti'dit niin 
tween thi‘ natural and idsili *'d .lalt 
slraininj^ (lunnseives for aw tale, hrra; 
to tludr (Tiaractfis. intn cminini! ‘*r m- 
UartH* may he warded <»!!’ h\ fni. r 
pa.stal child, inclined to h‘\e ami > li 
to opjHJS(‘ to s<’ont and ill u ill. lie 
])n‘tty W(‘ll to kee}> oil* the as'ault > <*! 

I was hy no uunins (a|Uai to tliom 
uhus(* ; hccatis<‘ he who mtady drteud 
<*ast‘s is always a losfr. Attacks o| 
<|U(‘ntly, whtm th(‘y went r.o far a * 
wen*- r(‘pellt‘d witli physical force, ca 
straai^e ndlections in m«* which coiiT; 
results. A name; other aslvatituco:., whe 
saw with (*nvy. was the plea aire I UfMl 
that ue-enu*d tt» the fauiily from my ‘c 
tion of Srlmlilii iss : siime, as lie wa 
class, this ha<l no .small eilhct on th^ 
him. ()m‘.e wlum, a,fler the holding. 
Court, 1 appeared to priile myself on 
CTxncifather in the midst of ihti i-ounri 
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of the emperor, one of the ]>oyM said to me 
that, like the peaeoek (*oiiteiuplatiu^ his fet* 
(‘ast my eyes ha(‘k to my paternal grandf; 
had been ket‘]>e.r of the. Willow Inn, ami wt 
liave. aspirt‘d to thronc*s and eoi’oiuXs. 1 i‘r 
I was in no wisi^ ashanuMl of that, as it. was 
and honour of our nati\(‘ eity tliat all its eiti: 
(‘onsitUu* (‘a.(‘h other e([nal, and evory one dt 
a,nd liouour from his (‘xertions in his own w; 
sorry only that the man had btum so I 

for 1 liad ofuai y(‘arned to know him in p 
many times y^aze.d u[>on his liktuiess, nay, 1 
his l-omh, a.nd had at. haist derivtai plt‘asure 
inseriplitm on tin*, simple moniuaent' of that. 
tmei‘ t(» whieh I was ind(‘htt‘d for my own. 
ill-wisher, wdm was t,hi‘ most malif’ious of al 
tirst asidt\ and whisj>e!‘tMl somethin;.; in his 
tht‘y still look«‘d at nr* seornfully. My aa 
h(‘^an to rise, ami I ehallen;.;ed (horn to 
“What is mort‘, thmi, if you will have it,” 
tlu*! tirst, “ this om^ thinks ytm mi;*ht. p,o loo! 
a Iou]l; time, before you i-ould tind jotir ;.*r; 
1 now thre.atened tluuu mon^ velunufutly il 
not more, eh'arly explain thems«‘lves. Xliere 
l)rouo;ht forward a.n old sttU’V, whieh the) pr 
have* overheard frtuntheir parents, (hat my 
the. son t»f stJiue emimmt man, whih* tluit 
had shown hims(‘If willing to take outward 
tmaial oiliee. Tliey had tin* impudema* to | 
stu’ts of a-re^uments: as, for example, timt on 
eaine exehisively from our |,;ram 1 mother ; timl 
eolIa.t4‘ral relations wlio livt'd in Friedhure 
piaees wt‘n‘. aiikt*. tlt*stitutt^ of proptuly ; ami 
Sons of t he sort, wlTa-h eonld luf'rel) derive th 
from malice. 1 listened to them more e< 
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would st*iz(* t!ifir hair. Ihi! I i 4 
mid in sultstaiM’<\ “ tliat r\t‘U tin 
to nil*. LitV \va^- : uali a htmu, m 
inilihan'iit as t<» whuni mn* tiat! I<t ll 
at Irast. it imisl hi* dfrivni I'rtaii ihMi 
all wart* t‘i|Uals.” As th«*y m, 

they h‘t tlu* inattrr dn»p ha' tiiis u 
playing togfthrr us hofuns uliirh auu 
approved moilo of naamriliaUtm. 

Still, spitt'fnl words inomlati 

of moral disi'uso, whirh on’pl on in 
not huvt*. displfusnd mo at all to lia.v« 
son of any parson of oonoidrrata'U, lo 
1 hh‘U in till* most lawful way. M} .o 
up tlu* si’iuit. my imagmatiou wa 
sagarity put in n*<|uisil ion. I hr! an i 
allogation, and invonlod (»r fotnid i*'r i 
prohahility. 1 had hran! littl*' asd o: 
uxc.(*pt that his likonoss, to|'rilMT wiii? i 
hud hung in ai parlour of tin* ^Id !;.<u 
aftor tlu*. building of tlu* now on. , h i. 
U])pi*.r I'humhor. My grandns s hri' n: 
V(‘ry handsomi* woman, and <'f tlir 
Inishand. I romomhorrd al I o Ilu i* 
till*, miiuatun* of a lian»l 
wit.h star and lU'dor, wliirh al'frr lirr * 
the eonfnsion of houra* •huildiin.n Ita-d < 
many other small pi»*rrs t»f turnifnrr. 
othiu* things I put f»*golhrr in in} r! 
exerei.sed that iiuMlrm jit«r!iral taJrnf 
to obtain the sympathies ttf the wliMl,- 
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matter. I liad heard it explicitly uiaintji 
Hons ofUui a decidtul ri'stnuhlauce to tli 
or g’raiidhithers, Many of our frieiuls, t^speci 
tilh)r Schneider, a. friend of tli(‘. fa.inily, were 
by buniiiess with all the ])rinc.(^s and no 
the luighbourhood, of whom, iiududini^* l)(>th 
and l\w. youn< 4 '(‘.r branches, not a hwv had 
Uu‘. lUiine and Main, a.inl in tlu‘, intiu-niediat 
and W’ho a,t tinu's honoured their faithful a 
their p(airaits. 'riu*s(‘, which 1 had often s( 
walls from my infaiuw, 1 now n‘<^a.nh‘.d with 
atUmtiou; stnidni!^ whetlier 1 (‘.ould not dt 
r(‘se.mblanci‘, to my father or eviai to myself, 
ofUm luippen(‘d to li‘ad m(‘. to any d(‘< 4 re(i of 
T'or now it was tln‘ (*yi‘s of this, now th(‘. no 
which setmusl to indicate, some rehitionsh 
thesi‘. marks 1 (m 1 me. d(iusiv(‘ly hiic-kward am 
and though in tlu'. (uid 1 w;is <'omp(ihMl to 
reproaxdi as a. comphdidy e.mpty t.ah‘, tlu‘. 
rmnaimul ; and I (‘ould not from tini(‘. to ti; 
from piivat(dy (tailing up and t<*sting all tlu^ 
whose ima.g(‘.H had remain(‘d vcuy distinc.t i 
agination. So trm^ is it that whaUwcvr 
coniirms ina.n in his sidf-c.onceit, or ila.tdu's 
vanity, is so liighly desirahh'. to him, tluit h< 
ask furth(*r, windluu' in other rc'spec.ts it m 
bis honour or (lisgra{U‘.. 

Ihit, instead of mingling Ihu-c*. s(‘,rious 
n*proa,(ddul ndltudions, I rather turn my 1 
from those beautiful times; for who is abh 
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and shariH‘ns tlu^ uiui destroys the 
still ]H>ssihl(*. 'Th(‘u h(‘ has rt'ully to surihr f 
and t’ors, ofttMi from tlu‘ former tlia 

la,Ui‘r ; and lu^ knows not how to si'ciire. a: 
eiihta' Ids intt‘rests or Ids inelinations. 

'riu‘, yt‘ar IToT, whitdi still pa.sst‘d in jun 
tran([idllity, k(*pt us, n(‘vtulh(‘h*ss, in ,n;r(‘at n 
mind. Perhaps no other was moi'i* fndtfu 
than this. ('(HKpiests, aeldevfunents, tidsfo 
torat ions, followtnl om* upon amjthtu’, sw; 
and stnniusi to dt^slroy (‘aidi otht*r; y<‘t Ih 
I<'n‘deriek, his naim*. and i,i;'lory, soon ho\ 
ah(j\'e all. 'riu‘ <‘nthusiasm of his worshi 
always stron‘»;er and mort‘ animatisl; tlu‘ h; 
enemit‘s more hitter; and the diversity 
wldi'h separalt'd evam families, eon(j’ihuti‘d 
to isolate eili/.iMis, aln'ady stindere«l in man; 
on o(ht‘r ‘^roinuls. For in a eity like t’ratdN 
thna* ndii^itms tlivide tin* inhahitiinis into (.h 
masses; vvlua’c*- oidy a fi‘W nH‘n,even of th«‘ i 
cam attain to p«dit ieal pow(U', then^ mus 
Wealthy and talueated persons wlio an* Ih 
upon the.inselvi's, and, hy means of studies 
hnan ha* th(*mselv<‘s an individual and seel 
eiaa*. It- will Ix' nt*e<*ssai'y for us to sp(*: 
nu'u, now and her(‘aft(*r, if wt* an* t.o hriti*. 
tlu* p<‘euliari( ies <»f a Frankfort, eitizen of th 
My father, immt‘diai<‘ly after his ntttin 
travels, hud in his own way forme<l the, d(*,si 
pr(*}jare ldmst‘ir for the. sta*vie<‘. of the eity, 
imdt'i’tuke. oiu^ of tln^ suhordinatt^ ollietas, am 
it.sduti(*s without eanoluuamt, if it W(*n*. eoni 
hiiti withoid. ]»allotin;,(. In the. (*ons(’iousi 
^(ood intt‘ntions, and a.e.eordin^^ t.o his way ( 

ritnl f.}u‘ L!nl iil’ 1 h‘ 
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his suit was rejected, he fell into ill hu: 
gust, vowed that he would never accept 
and, in order to render it impossible, pro( 
of Imperial Councillor, which the ScMdt! 
Schoffen bear as a special honour. He I 
himself an equal of the highest, and cc 
again at the bottom. The same impuls( 
also to woo the eldest daughter of the ScM 
he was excluded from the council on 
He was now of that number of reclus 
form themselves into a society. They 
isolated in respect to each other as they 
to the whole, and the more so as in this 
character becomes more and more uncout 
in his travels and in the world which 
might have formed some conception of £ 
and liberal mode of life than was, perl 
among his fellow citizens. In this res; 
he was not entirely without predecei 
sociates. 

The name of Uffenbach is well kno 
time, there was a Schbff von Uffenbs 
generally respected. He had been i 
applied himself particularly to music ; s 
able tenor ; and, having brought home a 
of pieces, concerts and oratorios were pei 
house. How, as he sang in these him 
musicians in great favour, it was not thou 
suitable to his dignity ; and his invited ] 
as the other people of the country, allow 
many a jocose remark on the matter. 

I remember, too, a Baron von Hakel, 
man, who, being married, but childles 
charming house in the Antonins Street, 
all the appurtenances of a dignified pc 
He also possessed good pictures, engrav 
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lectors and lovers of art. From time 
tlu^ more noted persona^n‘-s to dinner, ; 
cent ill a careful way of his own ; si 
tlui poor in liis own liouse, hut kept 
raf(s, and ^uve them a wtH‘-kly cJiarit; 
til at they should j)rt‘-seiit tliimi selves e; 
and neat in tlu‘ (‘lothes heslowcul or 
ree-all liim hut indistinctly, a, s a ^‘enial, ^ 
hut more (dt‘.arly his auction, which I 
iH‘<»'inning to (uid, and, paaily by co 
fath(‘.r, partly from my own imimlst*., j; 
things that an^ still to be found in my 
At an (^arli(‘.r date tha,n this, — s 
s{‘.art‘(dy se.t (‘y(‘.s upon him, — John M 
«4ainiul considiu’abh^ n*.pute in the literal 
as at Frankfort. Not a, nativi‘. of Fran 
th(U*e, and marriiul a sisltu* of my ^ram; 
whosi‘. maithai nanu*. was Lindheim. 
tlu‘- <‘ourt autl ])olitic.a,l world, a,nd 
riuu‘we.d title, of nobility, he. had a.(up 
l>y dariiiff to take. ]nu't in the va,i‘i( 
whic.h a.rosi‘. in (^hurc.h a,nd staU*.. 1 
(k)unt of Riv(‘ra,” a didactic, romantie, 
whic.h is ma,di‘. ap]KU’ent by th{‘. s(‘c.om 
Honc.st Man at (Jourt.'’ d'his work wi 
Ik‘.c4iusi‘. it insisted on morality, (‘.V(ui i 
prudenci^. only is ^tmerally at home 
labour brouj.,dit him applause and resj 
w<u’k, for that vmy reason, would I 
l>y more danger. He wrote The Only 

<1 l ii kl» j 1 j kci I i i .'t / 1 in I f / klf kT>n 
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Frederick II. offered him; supposing t 
enlightened, unprejudiced man, and noi 
new views that more extensively ohtai 
His former countrymen, whom he had h 
pleasure, averred that he was not center 
could not he so, as a place like Lingen 
compared with Frankfort. My father 
whether the president would he happj 
that the good uncle would have done 
connect himself with the king, as it 
hazardous to get too near him, extraord: 
as he undoubtedly was ; for it had beer 
gracefully the famous Voltaire had be 
Frankfort, at the requisition of the Pri 
Freitag, though he had formerly sto( 
favour, and had been regarded as the 
in French poetry. There was, on sue 
want of reflections and examples to W8 
courts and princes’ service, of which a 
forter could scarcely form a conception. 

An excellent man, Doctor Orth, I wi] 
by name ; because here I have not so ] 
monument to the deserving citizens of 
rather refer to them only in as far as t 
personal character had some influence 
earliest years. Doctor Orth was a we; 
was also of that number who never ti 
government, although perfectly qualifi( 
his knowledge and penetration- The an 
many, and more especially of Franki 
much indebted to him : he pubhshed i 
so-called Eeformation of Frankfort,” a 
the statutes of the state are collected, 
portions of this book I diligently reac 
Von Ochsenstein, the eldest of the 
whom I have mentioned above as our 
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of Iiis rtM'liist* habits, bat b(n‘n!at‘ 
nauarkablf aftt‘r his tlaath, by Itniviiii^ bo 
a that aonuunn unrkin«qnan sla 

him to tha aarly in tha 

sihmaa, ami witlaait an altantlant or follov 
was <ii)na ; ami iba aii’air aausa'd y,ri‘a( t‘xai 
lha aiiy, whara ih«‘y wart* aaiair^niurd to 
pnmpntis fnaarals. All who ili.u‘hai7,;aii tha i 
olliaas an suah t*aaasiaus ra;'.a ayaiust tin* ii 
Ihit tha stout patriaian fouml iinitaltm: in a 
ami, tlufuyji suah aaraimaiit*:; wan* darisivaly 
burials,^ thay aanu* into fasbii>n, to th<‘ uih 
many of tha nn»ra |uHaiy i»rovidad famili 
ftinaral j>aradar‘. wara la:*s and lass in vtiqiia. 
i'arward this idraunistama*, ijaaaiL’a* it ]»rasai 
tha aarliar rwmptouis of that tandaiiay to 
ami aquahty. whiah, iti tha .aaonti half of 
(a*nlury, was luanifastad in so many ways, fr 
downwanl, ami bis)ka out, in suah unlookt*il f 
Nor was than* any kn‘k (»f antiquarian 
"rhara wara aabim*ts of |iiaturas, <‘olla« lions'* « 
in*tH ; whih* tin* atiriositi<’S of our <uvn atan 
aially wart* zt*ahiusly :usu‘5jjt, ami hoanlad. 
tli*<'rt*t‘s anti inantiati*s of tha imparial aity, of 
atdlaation hail bt*an i»ra|ian*tl, won* aaraftdly 
f*»r in print ami mantisaript, arrairrtnd in 
of timt*. ami prasarvatl with rt*varanaa, as a t 
nativt* laws ami aiistoms. 'Idia ptulruits < 
foiitu's, whiah (*xistatl in nambar, ’ 

bnaipht tooathar, and formad a spaaial dapa 
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maps by Schenck and other geograpli 
eminent^ the aforesaid decrees and mi 
traits, a chest of ancient weapons, a ca£ 
Venetian glasses, cups and goblets, ns 
works in ivory, bronzes, and a hundi 
were separated and displayed; and 
whenever an auction occurred, to get £ 
for the increase of his possessions. 

I must still speak of one important 
I had heard strange things since my et 
of some of whose members I myself Ix^ 
deal that was wonderful, — I mean t 
The father, of whom I have little to 
lent man. He had three sons, win 
youth, uniformly distinguished themse 
Such things are not well received in 
where no one is suffered to render him 
either for good or evil. ISTicknames 
long kept in memory, are generally t 
singularity. The father lived at the 
Street (Hasengasse)^ which took its m 
on the house, that represented one hai 
three hares. They consequently ca] 
brothers only the three hares, which 
could not shake off for a long while, 
dowments often announce themselves 
form of singularity and awkwardness, 
this case. The eldest of the brothers 
ho f rath (Imperial Councillor) von Se 
ward so celebrated. The second wa 
the magistracy, and displayed eminent 
however, he subsequently abused in a 
even infamous way, if not to the 
city, certainly to that of his colleag 
brother, a physician and man of gre; 
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exterior. He was a.lways very m^aTly ilri'.sstHl, 
nev(‘r seen in tiu*. stn‘,et otluvrwise than in si 
stoekinfi^s, with a wt^ll-pow(ler(‘.d, cuirltul 
hat uiulcr his arm. lit*, wa.lke.d ou rapidly, hi 
singular sort of staggtu’ ; so that iu^ was sonu*. 
cue and soin(‘.tinie.s on tin*. otiu‘r sidt* oF tin* 
formed a eomjiltde zigzag as lu*. went. Tlu*. v 
that he nuidt*. this irngular step to get tmt of 
ol‘ the depart(*d souls, wdio might follow h 
straight line, and that he imitattul those 
afraid of a (*ro(‘.odile. Hut all tht‘st‘. ji‘.sts ai 
ini‘.rry sayings wi*re transforiu(‘d at hist intt 
for him, wlum lu*. tlt'.voUul his haiulsonu*. dwt‘111 
in K.selu‘.nh(‘inuu‘ Strut*, t, with (*ourt, gardtai, 
other appurt(‘nan(u‘s, to a me.dieal (‘stahlislimm 
in addition to a hospita.l dt*sign(‘d <‘xelusivt‘l,' 
eitizi'us of Krankfort, a. hotanie. ga.rilt*.n, an an 
tht‘atrt‘, a e.luunii’ul hihoratory, a eonsith‘rahle 
a.nd a Imuse for tiu*- <lin‘etor, wi‘n*. institute.tl 
of wint‘h no univ(*rsity need havt*. he(‘n aslu 
Anoth(‘r emimait man, whost^ <*Hieieney in tl 
hourhood anti whostj writings, ra(ht*r t-han his 
hatl a, vt*ry important inllut‘nett upon nit*, wah 
FrtHit*ri(‘k vtm Most*!*, who was pi*rpt‘tually rt* 
in our distrit't fttr his ae-tivity in husint'ss. 
had a <‘haraei(*r esst‘ntially nmral, whieh, as t 
of human natun^ fn*(pie.ntly ga,vt* him trouhh*., 
him tt) tht*. sti-ealltul pimis. Thus, what Von 1 
ti’ietl to tit) in respite, t tt) eourt-lift*, htt wamld h 
for husiuttss-life ; introducing into it a mort 
tmtious inodt*. of proce-t*ding. I'ht^ grt‘at m 
snndl (!t‘rmau (*.ourts gavt* rist^ to a mult 
prine.t*s anti stTvants, tht^ fornitn* tif whom 
uneomlitaonal oht*tlit*n(u* ; while tht^ latltu*, 
liHKst pari, wouhl woi’k or S(‘rvt‘ only aeeo 
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rewarded in secret, when he dig 
the family hearts so openly ( 
The copy which he used only 
year was given over to our edil 
ing time. My mother kept it s( 
took possession of it when we 
hours, hidden in some nook, we 
striking passages by heart, and 
press the most tender as well as 
on our memory as quickly as po 
Porcia’s dream we recited in 
divided between us the wM 
between Satan and Adramelect 
into the Eed Sea. The first j 
had been assigned to me; and 
more pathetic, was undertaker 
alternate and horrible but well-s 
only thus from our mouths, an* 
portunity to accost each othe; 
phrases. 

One Saturday evening in wmt( 
had himself shaved over night, i 
ing he might dress for church at 
a footstool behind the stove, and 
ary imprecations in a tolerably 
barber was putting on the lathe 
lech had to lay his iron hands 
seized me with violence, and i 
but with increasing passion: 

“ Grive me thine aid, I entreat thee : 
demandest, 

Thee, thon reprobate monster, yes, 
blackest ! 

Aid me. I suffer the tortures of deal 
Once, in the times gone by, I with f 
thee : 

l^ow I can hate thee no more I E’ei 

tortllTAS.” 
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Thus far all went on tulerahly; hut lui: 
a dreadful voicts she erunl the following w 

‘‘Oil, Iit>w iitU‘rly (‘ru.sht‘(i I am now ! ’* 

The good surgoon was starthni, a,nd eiujitied t 
hasin into my fathor’s hosom. Tluu't* wa; 
ujiroar: and a si‘VtTe iiivostigation was htdil, 
with resiK‘ct to tho niisehief whieli might 1 
<loni‘ if the shaving liatl boon actually goiig! 
In onii*r to ndicvc our'srhcs of all suspicion 
ehit‘vousnt*ss, we pleailtul guilty of having ac 
Hatanic characters; and the misfortune occa: 
tin* ht‘\ameters was so apparent, that th(*y w 
i’ondemneil and hanishctl. 

'I'lius I'hildreu and ciunmon people are ac 
to transform the great aial suhlime into u s 
t‘ven a. fan’c ; and how inihanl could tlu*y < 
ahide and eiidun^ it ( 


TH1U1> flHiiK, 
At that thr lut^-rv 

\vislu‘s madt* thi* « itv v« i) !i^ 

Day. ’^vlm ttlht-rwi •!i4 ii“f 

(IuUIUmI ihrir l5*‘>4 rlntiir., llial !»' 
lui.uht i»‘. frifiaily aiul rniufrHU i U 
patrons. TIh’ fo' 4 ivilirs at niv 
this (lay wmv ploaviuvN pa, rt a-ulai !;v 
(Iron. At oarlv ddwn lii«* piaii.i^-h 

asst*ial»l<‘<l thorr to tnar th** *hafi 
triuupnls, auii riHiift * play***! up«a 
tlin <nty nnn4oia.|}:‘, aial \\!a * 
his Itjuas. *rho Nh'’U yiH ^ 

st‘riht*th \vt‘r»‘ tlivitlrh l»y u s rhilht^-; 
hl(*r taingrat ulal nr . ; aial. a ^ lli«* 
minilHU’ of tiiosr i»f hu4u*r laiik in 

lions and iutiiuatr fra-iid:-, appv..ii 
.suhonlinatt* otiie’ial'i ; r\oii fla* in ru 
(‘il did not fail lu pay tlndr ro:,|f»“*i ; 
and a sidoft luunhar war*' 
in rooms whioh worn ol'.** -:r'arvi'|\ 
Urn yuar. 'Fin* tart -a ■=:, iiiai 

winn hail tin* prtMtfa t-liariii !»'i 
hosidns, tin* Xn/in ///n i .-la and fit** 
annually rnmi vrd fnun -uuir ur.i:! 
of silvnr, wldrli was tinut ii»*-4i*wr 
ohildron uud gotirlnld.nai in ropnUr 

UVUMllI fi *uf I 1 


TRUTH AND FICTION RHLATINCi Ti) MV 1 


The New-year's Day of 1759 apitnuu'luHl, 
able and pleasant to us eluldn^.n ais any pnH’t‘< 
but full of import and foreboding to (dder per.'- 
the passage of the Freneh troops pe(»ph‘. eerts! 
become accustometl ; and they haiJpened cj] 
they had be(ui most freipuait in tlu^ last day 
past year. Atu-ording to tlu* old usagt*. of an 
town, tlie warder of the chit*!' tow(‘r stmi 
trum]H‘.t wlnmever troops approaelu‘d ; and 
.N(*.w-year’s Day In^ would not leave off, wl: 
a sign Unit largt', bodit\s were In motion oi 
sides. ^riiey actually mareluul through tht‘ 
grc'.atcr mass^^s on this day, and the people r; 
them pa.ss by. W(‘. had gtann’ally In^eii u.si‘( 
tlnun go through in small partii‘,s; but ih<‘Si* 
swelled, ami then* was neither powta* nor in 
to stop tlnnn. In short, on tin* Ihl of Janu; 
a e.ohunn Innl conn*, through Saehsi*nlmusen 
bridge*., through tin*. Kahrgasst\ as far as tli 
guard-houst*., it halttsl, ovi*rpowen‘d tin* sm 
pany whieli (‘S(*orttsl it, took po.sst*ssion of th 
menti(nu*.d guard-lnm.si*, man*ln‘d down the > 
aft(‘r a slight r(‘sis(an(’e, the nmiu guard v 
obligiul to yitdd. In a moment the peaet‘fii 
W(*n* turne<l into a st'ene of war. Tin* trodps ; 
and hivoua.t*k(*d Uu‘n* until ItHlgiugs wen* pne 
them by n*gular hilh‘ting. 

'^rhis um*xpe<*.ted, and, for many years, un 
l)ur(U*.u wt*ighetl htsivily upcm the eoinfortabh* 
and to nom^ e.ould it 1 h* nnjre c’lunlaa’Hinm* tin 


lUl if! AM» I !' 


S 4 

thf I’'r<'riiii : it wa , a.'i < -r- 1 : a. ■ 
till* Mivair t nn Imi ! na,- i : a 
! fa«l it . lj« *su-\ f i\ ju > ii / !• 

thi* ni.it tta* ni* ra u} , i:-- '^a 
ainl u ^ ..j'l |!»‘Ui . , aii- r 

and ronltj iiim ■*-lt \% :i] 

tht' iiilrrrj.ui I" ^4 hi*-. 

linul*-n.uil wh«» ua.- i|tiarl'rr'''i 
a nnlitary [*rr li,i4 aiil\ t* . 

iii:-iani'-. IniUrrn alal 

<a (irl.t aaal t|Uarrvl ■. “Ili; w 
a uaU\ a Ml' ( u'.i-. j. Hi rn. i 
tall, t tiin, ■■•trrn li’nif*', w;i!i 
Nina.1 1 (<« 1 \ , Mar k, li<a \ , . j 

tirua'aunlir. 1 ! a, li;- ,f rnl i .ar 
f'‘r tla* iiuna!f:< «a' tlii- h«'!i >•, 
tVr<ait apart na-nt ,a mir . .|" u k.,- 
uiul (ithri'-= rrtaiiird I k,- [ 

i’nnnt la ‘a ft i a Inrai: n ■:«'!; 

nMiurattnl )n*niii:-,'.|Mn, allls.ar'k 
at ira‘-it In pi vr a ha-.-t !> 'i 4. ;•! 
lipht. Ha ttM^k p!.-. 

kahavaii in ihr nart *4.1!; :! 
wlio arriimpaiiirii Inin. a,i!.i v,l 
prratrr part nf thr ai1i I w* 
in kraukfnrt- and itr, k» -uj kr 

hn iirairrd liHthinp iiaar flau! f 
ua pn;.ai}»lr, and tn t'iaplMi, thriii, 
I»ul r\’rn titia .’' V in pa.f It V in ir 
<’!ianpi‘ lay faihm’:. trrlui:' .. a* 1 I 
pariaitlftl u hat lir ||,,| | 

dintunfa in inariivilv ; and th* 
Uun| 4 s araiuid hua \v:r. iniMl.a 
tluj varia.4 trillf. 
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RI-LATING TO MY IJF!- 


n(^.vv liangin^s. Ills wfn* skilful^ i|i 

orderly: hut in truth, as, <luriii«^ the whuh* d; 
part of tlu*. iiiL>ht tht‘re was no (piiei witli 1 
eomjdainaiit <juit‘kly folh'win^LC aiu>lhtu\ arres 
sons Ikuiil? hroui^ht in arnl led dut, and all 
adjutants luan^^^ admitted to his preNoiiee, n 
over, tlu‘. (‘ount kept an open (ahle every day, 
in th(‘. moderately si/.eii lioust*, arranp^ed tail 
fattiily, and with hut one open .otairea.se runni 
top to hottom, a. movement ami a hu/.dn*^ Iilo“ 
a, iuu‘hiv(‘. ; although ev«‘rythinp was maaap 
imKliU'ation, pnivity. and .st*verily. 

As nu'diator between the irritable nsaster 
house* —who In'eanu* daily naa't* of u hvpoel 

st*lhtornH‘ntor and Ins w«‘ll inti*nt ionofi, la 

and precise*, military yuest. tlu‘n* was a plea 
t(*.rpn‘ter, a handsome, e«»rpuh‘nl, livrh man. v 
a. eitizem ed hVankfort, sp<fke hh’enoh well, hit 
to adapt himst*lf te» e»v«‘rylhinp. and tudy mad 
of many little anuoyanees. T'hroiiph tniu my 
had seuit tt) the* eenuit a re'presseutal ion t»i' f la- 
in wdiieh sht^ wa.s plaeeel, owint^ t«» her liu i*ani 
of mind. He* had e'xplaimnl the mutl»'r . o dali 
hael laiel he‘fore* him (In* new and Sisireeh ti 
hemsi*, till* natural re*serv«* t>f tin* e»\vmn\ In* o»*< 
in tln^ e*dueation of his family, ami all tliut e 
said tn the* same e'llVet. that tin* csmnf. wh 
(*4ipaeity toeik tlu^ premle*st priel*’ in the ufirniat 
integrity, ami hmnmrahh* e’timiuot. rt^solvisl li 
te) helutvi*. in uu i‘Xe*mplary maiim*r to t!io- 
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lliul 1 111' *t h< 'T 'luK!' 

\vh<» I hi‘r«*l < *i f‘. .1 ' *'■* 

est in «»ur i!r\ui«ni 

chiltl's !^«ulmnih»‘r i.i»' \i\^-d 
almvi* alt. ht‘ taught hrr fla- -*- I'iu.i 
iu‘ tit UM‘ in Iht | *'| •♦atai i 

count. 'Tliia ;airrrcdri| .i,i I liili a/hly 
flattfrctl by the |»mn'^5 taken h\ I 
house at, her a|„:e : auil U'-. he iia4 .4 ^ 
ill his eharaeter, aiul he liked to 
e[uUaiitry. a uio.st ftieudly irlaliMn a 
am! the. allied |.^odinother and lalhei 
him whatever they wanted. 

If. as 1 said h«*fore, it liad her it | 
uiy father, this altered slal»* “i i 
(‘austsl little ineonveniener, Hie « 
st‘Verest disinterestedue.e. ; he e\en 
eifts whii’h pertaiiieti to la*; eilu.Ua^! 
thing which could Imve hniue 
I)rih(*ry. he rejected a.ngrily, and e'\ 
pi‘.o|)le wau'c most, strictly ioiladden 
(dor of th(‘ house to itie lea- 1 e\|»r 
on Uu‘ contrary, were houiif liidl} 
d(‘ssert-. To give an tdeii of ih** 
tiimss, I must take tlu'- o|*|<oiiuiul 
my mothm* Ig'ievtni us e\ee,*..' 4 Voly 
ing away* tin* ii'cs whieli !iad heei 
tahl(\ heejuise she would not heli 
the stoiuaeh to hejir reid ice. fim 
awmdmied. 

Bt‘sides th<‘si‘ ii;untit‘:n which wi 
to enjoy a.nd to digest with gerfec 

'Tho oliHulete Wt»r«.i. ** leei Iwri 

lont for the (Jernma. OVraffn*. lliii if, 

t.hiM lukf. ivtUtf !...»• Ct-ii 


RELATING TO MY LIFE 


agreeable for us children to be in some measui 
from fixed hours of study and strict discip] 
father’s ill humour increased : he could not re 
self to the unavoidable. How he tormentec 
my mother, the interpreter, the councillors, a 
friends, only to rid him of the count ! In ^ 
represented to him, that, under existing cii'cu 
the presence of such a man in the house was 
benefit, and that the removal of the count woi 
lowed by a constant succession of officers or o: 
Hone of these arguments had any effect. T( 
present seemed so intolerable, that his indign 
vented his conceiving anything worse ti 
follow. 

In this way his activity, which he had 1 
chiefly to devote to us, was crippled. The ] 
gave us were no longer required with the forr 
ness ; and we tried to gratify our curiosity f o 
and other public proceedings as much as poi 
only at home, but also in the streets, whicl 
more easily done, as the front door, open day i 
was guarded by sentries who paid no attenti 
running to and fro of restless children. 

The many affairs which were settled b 
tribunal of the royal lieutenant had quite i 
charm, from his making it a point to accoi 
decisions with some witty, ingenious, or li^ 
What he decreed was strictly just, his manr 
pressing it whimsical and piquant. He seeme 
taken the Duke of Ossuna as his model. S 
day passed in which the interpreter did not 
anecdote or other of this kind to amuse us 
mother. This lively man had made a little 
of such Solomonian decisions ; but I only : 
the general impression, and cannot recall to 
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strange character of the count. Tin 
understood his own peculiarities ; and 
times in which he was seized with a so 
hypochondria, or by whatever name w< 
evil demon, he withdrew into his room 
which were often lengthened into days, i 
his valet, and in urgent cases could nc 
vailed upon to receive any one. But, 
evil spirit had left him, he appeared as 
mild, and cheerful. It' might be infe 
talk of his valet, Saint Jean, a small, thi 
good nature, that in his earlier years h^ 
great misfortune when overcome by th; 
that, therefore, in so important a posit 
posed to the eyes of all the world, he 
resolved to avoid similar aberrations. 

During the very first days of the cc 
with us, all the Frankfort artists, as 
Trautmann, Hothnagel, and Junker, 
him. They showed their finished pic 
count bought such as were for sale. ]\ 
room in the gable-end of the attic was g: 
and immediately turned into a cabinet 2 
he designed to keep all the artists at v 
time, especially Seekatz of Darmstadt, 
particularly in simple and natural i 
highly pleased him. He therefore can 
from Grasse, where his elder brother poi 
some house, the dimensions of all the r 
nets; then considered, with the artists 
of the walls, and fixed accordingly upon 
large oil-pictures, which were not to be 
but to be fastened upon the walls like ] 
try. And now the work went on zealc 
undertook country scenes, and succec' 
well in his old people and children, whi 

flirp.pt.lxr -fTTV-m TT-Iet , 
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SO well, — they were almost all too thin; a 
women failed from the opposite cause. For as 
a little, fat, :good, but unpleasant-looking, wii 
would let him have no model but herself, he cor 
duce nothing agreeable. He was also obhged 
ceed the usual size of his figures. His trees hac 
but the foliage was over minute. He was a p 
Brinkmann, whose pencil in easel pictures is n 
temptible. 

Schiitz, the landscape painter, had perhaps t‘ 
of the matter. He was thoroughly master of the 
country, and of the sunny tone which animatt 
the fine season. Hor was he entirely unaccusto 
work on a larger scale, and then he showed no 
execution or keeping. His paintings were of a c 
cast. 

Trautmann Membraifidtised some resurrection r 
out of the Hew Testament, and alongside of tl 
fire to villages and mills. One cabinet was < 
allotted to him, as I found from the designs 
rooms. Hirt painted some good oak and beech 
His cattle were praiseworthy. Junker, accusto 
the imitation of the most elaborate Dutch, w£ 
able to manage this tapestry- work ; but he 
scended to ornament many compartments with 
and fruits for a handsome price. 

As I had known all these men from my 
youth, and had often visited them in their studi 
as the count also liked to have me with him, 
present at the suggestions, consultations, and ore 
well as at the deliveries, of the pictures, and ve 
to speak my opinion freely when sketches and ( 
were handed in. I had already gained amon< 
teurs, particularly’ at auctions, which I attende 
gently, the reputation of being able to teU a 
what any historical nicture represented, whethei 
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Fivnrh t’niu«''ly u,;, . I h- - 

of I )(‘S!(<Urhr ■ , a:. , , = ’ ■ | . t 

pnniui'rii ; and 1 1,11 r A. 

artfrirui** fiyur*^ f la - M : : 

What matin tin- •';rrat«'.t i,n.:n 
“ I’hf Hy pnruiia'*'-:! r.i, " I'f f ..'a ...m', 

pitHHA wan ftnaiyhi mil u ali 
'rhr “ l)t‘vin tin *■ ’A t 

Lilian" luadn narh a \vr% | 1,-,^ ,,h' 
iia‘- i <'an nVrii i!*‘W rr.'.tjj lA,. y, 
(lt‘tM»ratt*tl wjtii nMnai-. -auA ffi - /i 
nnt Iniu' In-furn til*' ttiJj .um,- 

ti'ritjr (tf thr tia-ativ, f...r iMa-i; m 
wnn* {>irnn‘ti inn. |A*r a > I i;, -i 

^^tay anti li'Am fn tfi,^ riihr.’ y! u ■ . 
(HI all siu'ts n| j^aini" i with 
tin* norritit»ra. an»l m ih*- nid*i«-i vj 
door, a liandatnnr, hv*’!% i-a- 

in tht^ tlu*utr*\ uud wtiMin I i.-.vi ■ - . 

imriH, thou’th fmly naanillv. fh- .■ 
imdnr.sta lu t i ni' u it li m,- ih.-in will ii 
turn my Kmnnh in lu-r.^nu^ | 

nu)n‘ altanhntl hnii:^»'li |,* jn*- h, 

<>r his nr his naf mn if,.,. |i 
tin,; iini^ddMairlmuil. \Vn a.! .. -w n,t i 
tilings, as wnll as tinriir? ih,. 
n‘|in*stmtatit»ns wnni un, y,. .[0/1.. I 

IL; was a m<i 4 ^ dnli;dif fill |jt^, 
away nharminyly and inrr . .uAh, .,1 
munli nl hi.s aiivniil urn'., iiu .,11-!'- 
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sad look brighten, and found no trace 
given me a further thought. At last I 
discovered her secret. The boy showed 
drawing of a handsome man, behind his 
which was hung with elegant silk curta; 
at the same time, with a sly look, tha 
papa, but just the same as papa : and 
this man, and told me many things in ' 
tial and ostentatious manner, I thought 
ered that the daughter might belong to 
the other two children to the intimate ; 
explained to myself her melancholy 1< 
her for it all the more. 

My liking for this girl assisted me 
braggadocio of her brother, who did nc 
within bounds, I had often to endure 
of his exploits, — how he had already 
without wishing to injure the other, al 
sake of honour. He had always contr 
his adversary, and had then forgiven hir 
such a good fencer, that he was once ^ 
plexed by striking the sword of hk 
into a high tree, so that it was not ( 
again. 


What much facihtated my visits to t* 
that my free ticket, coming from the 
SchultheisSy gave me access to any of 
therefore also to those in the prosceni 
very deep, after the French style, and w 
both sides with seats, which, surroundec 
ascended in several rows one behind a 
the first seats were but a little elevs 
stage. The whole was considered a p 
honour, and was generally used only 1 
though the nearness of the actors destro 
say all illusion, but, in a measure, all 

havft t.bns Q-nrl w^- 
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nr abuse of whu‘h Voltaire, so niudi e< 
If, when tlu‘. luuise was vtu*y full at sueh 
troops were jKissiiig through the town, otlieer 
timaion strove, for this plaee. of lionour, wl 
geiua'ally <K‘eupied aln'ady, sunu‘ rows of Ihuu 
chairs wcrt^ plactul iu tbt* prosceniuiu ou t 
itself, aiul nothing riuiiaine.d for tlu*. herot‘s a 
iiu‘S hut to reveal their secri'ts in the vtu’y 
spac*t‘. hetwe.en tlu‘ unift»rnis aial onlia’s. 
even st'eu the “ Hypiuannestra ” perf(U’uu‘.d inr 
(dreuiustauci‘s. 

The curtain <litl not fall IndAVinai tlu*. a(‘U 
must yet mention a, strange, custom, whiidi 1 
(juite. t*xtrat>rdinary ; us its incomustt'ucy with 
to nu*. as a. good German hoy, quiti*. um*ndnrah 
theatn*. was ctmsiih‘red tlu* greatest sanctuary, 
disturhance occurring tlu‘rc. would havt* lH‘i*n i 
resimtcil as the highest criim* against the m; 
the. pnl>lic. Then*forc, in all comedies, t wo gi 
sttHul with Uu‘ir arms gnmmlt'd, in full vi<*v 
two sides of tlu*. hat*k seem*, aiul \vt*n‘. witiu'ss 
that occ.urn‘.d in tlu* iiosom of the, family. Si 
said h(*fore, tlu*. ('urtain tlid not fall lH*tvvi‘t‘n 
two otlu‘rs, whili*. music, struck up. relit‘ved g 
c-oming from the wings, dir(‘ctly in front of 
wlu> rt*tire.d in the. sanu* nu*asunul nuinnt*r, 
such a ]>raetic.{* was well HtU'd to destroy all 
calh‘,d illusion on the stagi*, it is tlit*. more 
iHH'aust*. it was done. a,t a time wlum, acttoi 
Diderot's prituujde.s and iuxamples, tlu^ most 
^utf it ptti wjm rcMiiiifed tiooo f,ht‘ a.tul i 
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that very h . ^ ‘ 

<*:iini<*l .’ay. 

Siifii iiiliinat aa: . ly '> ^ ‘ 

|»rn|»’riy "'yi'i'a’ii wtaa, Vi* 4- s* . •> - * 
aiaarul ■> i iUai \l i' i' a-, a., 

hcliaf aiul ni .-’nyrT A Ja'Al^ i;.a- 
j^aua- aiun!t»» all " 

l'’r>uu tla' lir A hay »•! I !i»“ < * aj'-A ;,■ •■ - 

was luali. t >1 taarT.iut 1 ^ 

<lrrll ailtl ynliliU |.aM|4r, I'lay . .lah 

Hiarrhrs I lita tU‘ 'h ! ii«* t m 11 , at 1 1 a* I •<‘' l 

dinsTinus. I'h?" la.'T I'.U'taaj 1 u ly w* ;; 
ilU-U uu»i tla* auli Itl** irriu^'h t ■■ ' 'h> 

U'^raralha. 

h'lu* rt'aihriMs* «t| tia* l-viU'' lash’'!:, 
I jH H‘' 4 thf* ah v.ilit a’-T* *4 ^»'‘'iiia ! 

(Ustiui'ui.sht’h m tla* 

ciully hrla ‘Muif-t «hM‘:r at li.iuh I : 
u;uiu‘S hah ulraahy mah** lu'-'a 

tatitVlL 'rilUS Uf iT-iii •^t.i 

phuH’.s, ua if fr«au iTilhaa* ■, u-ry »'»»!!Vs 
wht* |»;r’*''S'h hy . M»a*' lhau 

naiaMulua* lht‘ Prua'a SimiIs ■»* .i'* a, li.u 
trtaitlamuu ; lait m^.T tti;*! iiai h , I 
^lio, wha was u yinnuTT man, ii'A la 
livihy, niiuhh% unh ahtaiialinu. !a'*'n 
a t'.hwar ininh. 

lU* n‘{H*at«Hlly runa* t»» :a*i* t.!i*“ kiin 
it was i‘asily mTirrh ihal lltry w** 
weii^hty matt»*rs. \Vr huh :’rar«‘*'ly hr 
to haviii].' .straii|.a*ra i|uartrrril ti.|H*fi ii' 
luonths, vvhou a runs air wa: Kh-.i’iir^* 
the allies were uu tlie laarrli, .iiih llial 
of Bruusvviek wnsisinhnn luhriv*’ flu 
Main. Of these, whe ruiilh letl hm 
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<lis|u‘rstMl. T1 h‘ foiilitltairr uu'i j4ut*t‘il 

IV^nlinantU ami al! i\ny<r faviuirablt* tu l^ruNaia 
with t‘aLit‘ra«'as tluar dalivary lV«»ni tfif ynkt* 
la»nu\ My fathiT wa;; in anmrwhat lu'ttnr :’ja 
lUutlnT was a{»|u'**li»‘n.avf. Shr was wist* niitai! 
that a small pra.^tait fvil miyjil fa.sil} lit* 
a L!;n'at' allliatitiu ; sinan il was hut Itm j'laiu 
I''ranch uoulil m>t a<l\am't‘ (o mai‘t I lit* iluka, hi 
wail an atlaak in tin* n«*iy,hh«»in'iHHHl nf tha 
(lafaat of ilia I'Vanah, a lli‘‘h{,a tlal'anaa ctf tla* < 
wan* tuily to ai»var thair raar aiid Imhl tha 
hoinhanl luant , a :*aak, all tlu^sa jtrasanlt'tl ill' 
to lha axaitatl imaujuat ituu aiul *»a\'a an\i«*ty 
pariias. My luothar, wli<» aoukl haar avaryll 
suspanst*, impart ad har iVais; to lha ataint thn 
intarpndt*!*. Slu' rt‘aaivt'd tha answar u ual 
aasi*s : sha. mix';!!!- ht* tputa aa: y, for Ihart* waM 
(o faar ; ami sluaild kai*p cpiit*! , ami manfitm tli 
to no oua. 

Many troops pussad (hronah tin* aity : wa 
that limy halUal at rMS’ps'Ja 'him aomiiip, an 
tlu* riding and runnino, {‘onstuntly inan*a:.ad ; 
housi* was in an uproar day and ni|,dd. At tin 
oftan saw Marshal di* hroalmt always ahaarful 
tha. sama in look and mannar; and I was u 
jdausad to tind a man, whosi* form had mad* 
oood and lasting imprassion upon mi\ ho luu 
imaitiona.d in history. 

'rims, aftar an tuu|uitd* iMssion WtM*k, tlu* ( loot 
of I Tot) arriviul. A profound stillnasH anmau 
approaa.Idna storm. Wt‘ cdiildnui wan^ forhi 
(piit tlu‘ housa. : my fatlua* hn<l no (pdivt, and w 
Tha hattla ]u‘aaii : 1 usaamhul to tlu^ aarrat 
indai'd I was pnw’a.ntt'd sindna tlu^ (’ount ry roi 
cttultl V(‘i*v well lienr f.ht‘ fhnndar of cinmno 
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wagons, in which the wounded, with vari 
lations and gestures, were slowly drawn 
taken to the convent of St. Mary, now tra: 
a hospital. The compassion of the citizens 
moved. Beer, wine, bread, and money we 
to those who were yet able to take them 
some time after, wounded and captive G 
seen in the train, the pity knew no li 
seemed as if everybody would strip him 
movable that he possessed to assist 
countrymen. 

The prisoners, however, were an eviden 
unfavourable to the allies. My father, 
feehngs made him quite certain that these 
off victorious, had the violent temerity ti 
meet the expected victors, without thinl 
beaten party must pass over him in tliei 
first repaired to his garden before the T] 
where he found everything lonely and qiii 
tured to the Bornheim heath, where lie 
various stragglers of the army, who were i 
amused themselves by shooting at the bor 
so that the rebounding lead whizzed roi 
of the inquisitive wanderer. He therefo 
it more prudent to go back, and learnec 
what the report of the firing might lia^ 
formed him, that all stood well for the 
that there was no thought of retreatin 
home in an HI humour, the sight of his ' 
captured countrymen brought him altogetl 
usual self-command. He also caused varn 
to be given to the passers-by; but only 
were to have them, which was not alway 
fate had packed together both friend and : 

My mother and we children, who had £ 
on the count’s word, and had therefore lof] 
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doubly consoled the next day, when, having C' 
the oracle of her treasure box, by the prick of e 
she received a very comfortable answer, both i 
ent and future. We wished our father similar f; 
feelings; we flattered him as much as we co 
entreated him to take some food, from which 
abstained all day; but he repulsed our cares 
every enjoyment, and betook himself to his c 
Our joy, however, was not interrupted ; the ai 
decided : the king’s lieutenant, who, against lii 
had been on horseback that day, at last returne 
where his presence was more necessary than e\ 
sprang to meet him, kissed his hands, and testi 
dehght. This seemed much to please him. 
said he more kindly than usual, I am glad 
your sakes, my dear children.” He immediately 
that sweetmeats, sweet wine, and the best of ev( 
should be given us, and went to his room, 
surrounded by a crowd of the urging, den 
supphcating. 

We had now a fine collation, pitied our poo: 
who would not partake of it, and pressed our 
to call him in ; but she, more prudent than ^ 
knew how distasteful such gifts would be to h 
the meantime she had prepared some supp 
would readily have sent a portion up to his roc 
he never tolerated such an irregularity, even 
most extreme cases ; and, after the sweet thm 
removed, we endeavoured to persuade him t 
down into the ordinary dining-room. At 
allowed himself to be persuaded unwillingly, 
had no notion of the mischief which we were pi 
for him and ourselves. The staircase ran thro 
whole house, along all the anterooms. My h 
coming down, had to go directly past the count 

ment- This antp.rnnm wnci on fnll nf -nAnrilp f 
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out ; and this liappoiird uiif< *rt unai <‘lv 

\vht‘n niv t’alhor !’la‘ ruun( 

fuiU', him, aiui rtmiai'krd, " \ uu 

lati‘ \ (Uirsalvos and ua tiiat this tlan!aa' 
happily (i*riuinat<‘d.’* “ !»y m» nu'ait- 
fatlit‘r in a rat.;** : '* vviUild that^ il huil 
tlu‘ fvrn if I had willi yt»u 

rastrainod himsalf for a nunarnt, aiui I 
witli wrath, “ Viai shall pay far thisr < 
shall tiiul tliat ymi hava uni tluis ins 
<‘aust‘ uiul luystdf far natliini; ! ’* 

My fathar. nn*auwhih‘, aaiut* di»wi: 
stnitnd himstdf naar us, staamnl man* 
lu'fana aial ha;„!;an out. \\k* wm* t',lat 
sfiaus of tin* dan*;<‘raus inatht*d in whir, 
tha slant' from his In‘ari. S»H»n aftm'w 
was aalltsl aut, anti wt* hatl pn*ut plt'a>iu 
ta aiir fatlit'r uhaut Iht* swts't t!nnt,i:s 
^ivt‘U us. t )ur mttlhar tiitl nt»t r<‘lurn 
intt*.r])rntt*r cunn* in. At a hint fnau Id 
to htal : it was alrt^atly lata, ami \\a w 
Afti'r a npuht tput'lly slt‘pt thrttupin 
vit)h‘nl fanuin»t ian whiah hatl ^dlakt•Il 
pn'viaiis t'Vftiina. Tin* kinp/s. lirutman 
ardcratl niy fathtu* ia !u‘ latl (<» tin* piui 
suhaltarns wall km‘W that In* wa > {i»*vt 
iliattni, yt*t thay lunl ttflan aarinsl that 
tha axaautian af lus ardars. Tha int 
prt'stMiat* af iniinl nt*vt*r htrstitjk him. aan 
this dispasitian in Un‘m vary s!rt»np!v 
maritavt*r, was Si> an*al, that a th‘lay hr* 
awn aant'aahatml and axausa. Ms* hatl 
matlunx uinl put tlia atljutant, us it 
hutuls, that, by praytu’s ami raprasantut 
gain a britd* puHtpainmumt td* ilia tnalU 

nni'rioit i In*! titawi tittf li 
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would ratlior allow tlic most urgent affair to f 
than wreak ou an iunocamt person tlu‘. ill liui 
excited in him, and give a, decision derogate 
dignity. 

The address ol; the interpr(‘.ter to the. c 
train of tlio wholt*. eonvtu’sation, wt‘n‘. oftr 
repeated to us by the fat int(‘.r]»r(‘te.i\ who pr 
self not a little on tlu‘. fortunaU‘. n‘.suUs so t 
still describe it from re.c-ol lection. 

The interpret(‘.r laid vuMitured to op(m tlu^ 
iuiter, an act which was si‘.v(‘n‘ly ]>roliihittHl 
do you want?” shouted tlu^ count angrily. * 
yon !~uo oiu‘. hut St. rb‘a,n has a right to ei 

W(dl, sup})ost^ I a.m St. «Iea.n for a mo 
swerial tlu‘. interpntta*. 

“Jt would mu'd a powt‘rful imagination 
Two of him would not make one. such as 
tiiv.l” 

“ (/ount, you hav(‘. naahved agnait gift froi 
and to that I ap]H^.al.” 

You think to llattm* mtd l)o not fam* 
sitcaaMul” 

'' You have the great gift, laaint, of listen' 
opinions of oth(‘.rs, e.vtm in monumts t)f pa 
inonuuits of rag<‘-.” 

Wi‘.ll, w(‘,ll ! tlu^ (pu‘,stion liow is just ahtni 
towhie.li 1 hav(‘, listeiuMl hyo long. I know la 
that we are not liked luvrc^,, and that these: tut 
askarua* at us.” 

« Not all ! ” 

V(‘,ry many. What! Tluw towns wi 
perial towns, will Uu*y ? They saw tlu^ii 
electtul and erowmsl: and when, luang 
atta(‘.k(id, he is in danger of losing his domi 
surnnuhaang to an usurpin'; wlnni la* fortun: 
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burden that falls to their share towarc 
enemy” 

‘^But you have long known these { 
have endured them like a wise man : tl 
held only by a minority. A few, ( 
splendid qualities of the enemy, who: 
prize as an extraordinary man, — a fe^ 
are aware.” 

'' Yes, indeed ! I have known and 
long 1 otherwise this man would not ha 
utter such insults to my face, and at tl 
moment Let them be as many as tf 
shall be punished in the person of this 
representative, and perceive what they 1 
Only delay, count.” 

In certain things one cannot act toe 
Only a little delay, count.” 
Neighbour, you think to mislead : 
step : you shall not succeed.” 

“I would neither lead you into a 
restrain you from one : your resolutic 
becomes the Frenchman and the king’s 
consider that you are also Count Thorai 
He has no right to interfere here.” 
But the gallant man has a right to 

" What would he say, then ? ” 

“ ‘ King’s lieutenant,’ he would begii 
long had patience with so many glo( 
bungling men, if they were not really 
man has certainly been too bad : but c 
king’s lieutenant ; and every one will p 
you on that account.’ ” 

You know I can often endure your j 
abuse my good-will. These men — e 
completely blinded ? Suppose we had ' 
what would have been their fate at 
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we defend ourselves to cover our retreat over th 
Think you the enemy would have stood ^ 
hands before him ? He throws grenades, and ^ 
has at hand; and they catch where they cai 
householder — what would he have ? Here, : 
rooms, a bomb might now have burst, and anotl 
followed it ; — in these rooms, the cursed Chii 
of which I have spared, incommoding myself 
nailing up my maps ! They ought to have sj 
whole day on their knees/’ 

“ How many would have done that ! ” 

“They ought to have prayed for a blessing 
and to have gone out to meet the generals and 
with tokens of honour and joy, and the wearied 
with refreshments. Instead of this, the p( 
party-spirit destroys the fairest and happiest i 
of my life, won by so many cares and efforts.” 

“ It is party-spirit, but you will only increa 
the punishment of this man. Those who thi 
him will proclaim you a tyrant and a barbaria 
will consider him a martyr, who has suffered 
good cause ; and even those of the other opin 
are now his opponents, will see in him on 
fellow citizen, will pity him, and, while they 
your justice, will yet feel that you have proce( 
severely.” 

“ I have listened to you too much already, 
away with you ! ” 

“Hear only this. Eemember, this is the r 
heard-of thing that could befall this man, this 
You have had no reason to be edified by the g 
of the master of the house ; but the mistress ha 
pated all your wishes, and the children have ; 
you as their uncle. With this single blow, ; 
for ever destroy the peace and happiness of th; 
ing. Indeed, I may say, that a bomb falling 
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have so often admired your self-comma: 
me this time opportunity to adore you. 
worthy of honour, who considers himsel 
house of an enemy ; hut here there is : 
a mistaking man. Control yourself, a; 
quire an everlasting fame.” 

'"That would be odd,” replied the 
smile. 

" Merely natural,” continued the inter] 
not sent the wife and children to your 
know you detest such scenes; but I 
you this wife and these children, how i 
-you. I will depict them to you conv 
lives of the battle of Bergen, and of yoi 
on this day, relating it to their children 
children, and inspiring even strangers 
interest for you : an act of this kind cai 

" But you do not hit my weak side 
About posthumous fame I am not in the 
ing ; that is for others, not for me : but 
the moment, not to neglect my duty, i 
my honour, — that is my care. We he 
too many words ; now go — and receiv( 
the thankless, whom I spare.” 

The interpreter, surprised and movec 
pectedly favourable issue, could not re{ 
and would have kissed the count’s han 
motioned him off, and said severely 
"You know I cannot bear such thing 
these words he went into the anteroo: 
his pressing affairs, and hear the claims 
pectant persons. So the matter was d; 
the next morning we celebrated, with t' 
the yesterday’s sweetmeats, the passing 
through the threatenings of which w 
slept. 


RELATING TO MY LIFE 


tuerely so painted the scinie to Iiiinself, as one i 
do after a^^ood and fortunate action, I will not 
at lea,st he never varied it in r(^|H‘.a.tin^' it. Iiuh 
day seemed to him both the most anxious t 
most glorious in his life.. 

One little incident will show how' th(‘. count 
eral rejected all false j)aradt‘, n(‘V(*.r a.ssumiul 
which did not Ixdong to him, and how w'itty he 
his morci cheia-ful moods. 

A man of Uu‘. higlu'.r class, who was <»ni‘. 
ahstrus(‘, solitary Krankfort(‘rs, tlionght h(^ mm 
plain of tlu‘. (|ua.rt(U'ing of th(‘. soldiei's upon hii 
(‘aine in jumson ; and the int(‘rpn‘U‘r prolfenHl 1 
si‘rvi(.u‘s, hut th(‘ oth(*r suppos(Hl that h(‘. did m 
tlumi. II(‘. (^a.nu'< In'Ton^ tlu^ count with a most he 
how, a.nd sai<I, “ Vour luxcudhmcy ! ” Tlu‘ c.o 
turn(‘d tlu‘. how, as wiill as the. “ (‘X(‘(dl(‘.ncy.^’ 
hy this mark of honour, arul not supposing 1) 
tlH‘, titles wa.s too humhl(‘, ht‘. stnoptsl h>wt‘r, ai 
Monstagiamr.” - - Sir,” said tlu^ (nmut very s(‘ 
'' W(^ will not go fartlnu’, or (‘ls(‘ wa* may easily 1 
to Majexsty.” 'rh(‘ otluu’ gemthuuan was (‘xtrmm 
iused, a,nd had not a, w'ord to utt(‘r. ITu^ inU' 
standing at some distance*, and appris(‘d of the 
adair, wa.s wicktxl (mough not to inov(.* ; hut tlu' 
wdth much ch(*(‘rfulm‘ss, c.ontimu‘d, Well, m 

instance, sir, wluit is your naim*. “‘'Spangc 

n‘plied th(‘. othm*. And mine,” said tlu^ coit 
Thonine. Hpa,ng(*.nht‘.rg, what is your husim’s 
Thoram^ ? Now, tlum, Ic.t us sit down: tlu^ aJfa 
at on(*.(‘. h(‘ s(‘.ttl(*d.” 

And tlius th(i aflair was indciul setthul at o 
tin* gnxit sa.tisfac.tion of tlu*. peu'son I ha,v(‘ h(‘n*, 
Spaug<‘nherg ; and tlu* sa.me (‘Ve.ning, in our 
cir«’l{‘, the story was not only told l)y tlu*. v 
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After these confusions, disquietu( 
the former security and thoughtless; 
in which the young particularly liv 
if it he in any degree possible. 5 
French theatre grew with every p< 
not miss an evening ; though on ev( 
after the play, I sat down with the 
— often putting up with the rei 
endure my father’s constant reproa 
were useless, and would lead to i 
cases I adduced all and every arg 
hand for the apologists of the stage ' 
a difficulty like mine. Vice in prc 
in misfortune, are in the end set 
justice. Those beautiful examples 
ished, ‘"Miss Sarah Sampson,” an( 
of London,” were very energetically 
but, on the other hand, I often cai 
the Fouberies de Scapin,” and othei 
in the bill ; and I was forced to bear 
dehght felt by the public in the de 
servants, and the successful follies 
men. Neither party was convince( 
was very soon reconciled to the the 
that I advanced with incredible rapi 
language. 

Men are so constituted that every 
undertake himself what he sees done 
he has aptitude for it or not. I had 
whole range of the French stage; ! 
performed for the third and fourt 
passed before my eyes and mind, i 
tragedy to the most frivolous afterpi 
a child I had presumed to imitate 
fail now as a boy, on a much more ii 
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half-mytliological, half-allegorical pieces in the 
of Piron : they partook somewhat of the natu 
parody, and were much hked. These represents 
particularly attracted me: the little gold win 
a lively Mercury, the thunderbolt of a disguised 
ter, an amorous Danae, or by whatever name a fa- 
visited by the gods might be called, if indeed it 
not a shepherdess or huntress to whom they desc€ 
And as elements of this kind, from Ovid’s “ Met 
phoses,” or the Pantheon Mythicum ” of Pomey, 
humming in swarms about my head, I had soo; 
together in my imagination a httle piece of the ki 
which I can only say that the scene was rural 
that there was no lack in it of kings’ daug 
princes, or gods. Mercury, especially, made so 
an impression on me, that I could almost be t 
that I had seen him with my own eyes. 

I presented my friend Derones with a very 
copy, made by myself ; which he accepted with q 
special grace, and with a truly patronising air, gi 
hastily over the manuscript, pointed out a few 
matical blunders, found some speeches too long, e 
last promised to examine and judge the work 
attentively when he had the requisite leisure. 1 
modest question, whether the piece could bj 
chance be performed, he assured me that it wa 
altogether impossible. In the theatre, he said, a 
deal went by favour ; and he would support me 
all his heart : only the affair must be kept privat( 
he had himself once on a time surprised the dir 
with a piece of his own, and it would certainly 
been acted if it had not been too soon detected tt 
was the author. I promised him all possible si 
and already saw in my mind’s eye the name c 
piece posted up in large letters on the come 
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tunity of |-l.iy ui;: i ^ 
n‘:j<i tlio ' 

Silt tinWH u:{h Uii‘ 1*» 
turiifji lli»‘ s^hul*- if ill'.', :u 1^. ■ 
salion, ri oupls'tt'! V lurvv. .«> 

roiuaiiH'ti «*H H*’ ' - * 

awav nut* j’hartirl*'!', ■ ui-' ■Ul ui • '■ • 
Wful (Hi with Uic iiai! i» ir -'t 
(hat u\\ hair .':(«»»»«! mh \l \ 

that lu» laU'H- l 

him to have hi^'^ uatv ; l«a' hr * 

so muoh alnait th«* ilirri- I 
n*<4ularity <»!* tho t'rrarh t 

liuruiony of tho vri'.r, iuai al! a..: 
that I was fri-mi in r*-;:.!!*! h;. lu, 
foriiaal, htit’ tht»rrtti;'h!y i.a'Minr 
ICni^Iish ami art»rurii tlir Urnaa; 
hcforo ua‘ tla* ula»lr rlraiiia.lui '‘i.' 1 

so ofU‘n in my lilV U*ru rMiui *■].!. 4 
lak(‘ tlo' hoy in tla* fahlo, I - 

ohsprilio lu)UU\ aUtI :U*»\0 in \r.:l} 

As, howovar, I \u»nM laH a,h. 

fair (aipy of my hiv.t mj.iiii'ir‘! i|.f , 
tions, to ha. mado hy (an » lriL, 
to my fatln*!', and thns ‘yiinrd ru iin 
tim{‘. ho lot mo oat iuy raij»i«''r in i 
was ovor. 

This uii.suocM'ssftil ut.|riii]4,., had i 

and I rosolv('ti nuw to Ioann id. I hr 
thoorii'S, thoat‘ law;s lo wlnrh inri\ 
whio.h hail hot'onio .sur|»ir!Mii to jip^ 
unj)olitam(‘ss of my urro'Mni ni.r.l 
iiuUuul diilioidt , hot lain a ion .. I 
Corneilhns Trt*at iso (iti tlit* Thror f 
from that Imw inanilt* would lia\o 


RHLA'riNci TO MV LWh 


fusion whon I iiiailo myself ar<|uaintotl will 
ilisjuitt^s on (.Iu‘ “ ( ’iti," and n*ail tin* proiaoes in ' 
and art‘ (o d<dVnd thorn; 

a? 4 ’ainsti tlu' oritios ami puhlio. at least I p 

saw that no man know w hat lu* wanti'd ; I fiat a 
likt‘ tiuO‘ did," whi«‘h had j»rodm*otl tho md»lo: t i 
was to lu‘. ooiuhniiiu'd at (ho otiiuniaiid <»! ai 
powaa’ful cardinal; (hat laioine, (hi* idid of tho 1’‘ 
livini;’ in my day, who had now al.*;o hooonio ni’ 
(for I had ^o( inlimatoly aoquaintod with Idm 
SchiJir \'on ( )lonschla‘.;or niado n.*; ohildrou ac't !» 
incus,” in which lh(‘ part of Noro foil to nio), 
Ihu‘iiH‘, I say, oven in Ids own day, was not ahlo I 
on with the amateurs nor critio.:. Thromdi all 
1 hccamo more per]>lo\od than ever; and after h 
pt‘s(cred myself a. loin; time with this talking 
wards and forwards, and theoretical (piackery o 
prc-vious cimtury, threw theni to (he do‘»s.. and 
tlu‘ mon‘ r<*solute in casting all thi* ruhhi. h awa\ 
mori‘. I tliou^ht I ohserveil that the authors them 
who had produced (^xcelhmt. thin, !*s, w hen tliey 1 
to speak uhout them, W’licn they svi forth (Im -m 
of tlu'ir t.r(‘a,tment, when they desired to defend, jn 
or (‘.xc.use thmnselvi‘s, w(a*(‘ not always aide to lii 
])ro]K‘.r mark. I hasteneil hack apain, tfierefor 
the livin/j; presiait, attended the theatn* far more 
ously, r(*.a.d mon* seruptdously and connec’ti‘dly, so 
1 laid ))ersev(‘Tanc*(* enou‘^di tins time to work thr 
the whole (d’ Racine, and Molien^ uml a enait pa 
Corneille. 

Th(‘. king's lieutimant still lived at onr liouse. 
in no r(‘Spe.(’t luid <duing(al his <k*portment, espec 
toward us; hut it wsis idiservahle, am! the int(*rp 
ma.d{^ it still mon*. evidiait to us, that he uo liuis»ei 
e.ha.rg(‘d his duties w’ith tJie same ehecrfulmsss and 
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showed the Spaniard rather than the Frenchn 
caprices, which were not without their influenc 
business ; his unbending will under all circum 
his susceptibihty as to whatever had referenc 
person or reputation, — all this together might 
sometimes bring him into conflict with his S’ 
Add to this, that he had been wounded in 
which had arisen in the theatre, and it was 
wrong that the king’s heutenant, himself ( 
police, should have committed a punishable 
As I have said, all this may have contributed 
him live more retired, and here and there 
to act with less energy. 

Meanwhile, a considerable part of the pici 
had ordered had been delivered. Count Thoran 
his leisure hours in examining them ; while 
aforesaid gable-room he had them nailed up 
after canvas, large and small, side by side, and, 
there was want of space, even one over anot' 
then taken down and rolled up. The works w 
stantly inspected anew, the parts that were co 
the most successful were repeatedly enjoyed, 1: 
was no want of wishes that this or that had 1 
ferently done. 

Hence arose a new and very singular operati 
one painter best executed figures, another 
gi’ounds and distances, a third trees, a fourth 
it struck the count that these talents might 
be combined in the paintings, and that in t 
perfect works might be produced. A beginn 
made at once, by having, for instance, some 1 
cattle painted into a finished landscape. But 
there was not always adequate room for all, ai 
sheep more or less was no great matter to th 
painter, the largest landscape proved in the 
narrow. Now also the painter of figures had ^ 
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each oilier of air, as w(^. may say ; and we i 
that they wt‘re not all siifleil, twen in ilH‘- m 
country. No one t‘.ould anticipate what was 
of the .matter, ami when it was {inisluul it 
satisfaction. TIu^ paintm’s wta-e a.nnoy<uL d 
gained somethin^' hy their first orcUu's, hut lost 
after-labours; th<ai< 4 h tlu^ c<ount paid for them 
lih(‘rally. And, as tlu‘. pa, its workinl into eu 
ill oiu‘. picturi^ ])y sevia-al liands jirodutaul 
eihu't after all tlu‘. troubU\ (W'cry on(‘. at last 
that Ids own work had hc.cn spoiled a,nd dost 
that of tlu‘, otht‘rs ; henct‘ thi‘. aitists we.re 
liair’s hreadtli i>f falHii'j; out, and luM-omini^’ irnua 
hostih', to each othm*. ddn‘se alUu’ations, ( 
additions, wmH‘. madi* in tlu‘. iKdore-numtiomu 
wh(‘n‘ I rmnained ([idle, aIom‘ with tin*, artisif 
amusiul mi‘, to hunt out from tlu^. studii‘s, pa,i 
of animals, this or that individual or jp'oup 
propos(‘ it for tlu‘ fon^i^round or th(‘. dista, nc.(‘., 
n‘,spi‘(t tln'.y many tinu‘s, e.ithm' from <‘onvi 
kimlni'ss, (*.ompluHl with my wislu‘.s. 

ddu*. partm‘,rs in this artair wen*, thcn'fon* [(n 
(‘.oura^cd, especially Stu'katz, a vmy hypochc 
retinul man, who, indee.d, hy his incomparahh^ 
wa,s the h(‘.st of companions anion^ frimids, 1 
wlu‘n he worki*.d, desinul (>o work aloiu*-, nhstra 
perle.etly fnu^ This man, after solvin^^ <linic.i 
Icms, and linishiug tlnun with tin*, j.^n*aU^st < 
a,nd the wa,rm(‘.st lov<‘, of wld<‘.h he. was always 
was forciul to travel rt*.p(‘atedly from Darni 
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wislies. I still remember, that whe; 
standing ready to pack up aU the pid 
in which the upholsterer might hang 
at their place of destination, a small 
bit of afterwork was demanded ; but ! 
be moved to come over. He had, 
elusion, done the best he could, havii 
paintings to be placed over the doors, 
as children and boys, after life, and ha' 
greatest care, not only on the figure 
cessories. These were dehvered and 
thought he was quit of the business i 
he was to come over again, that he i 
a few touches of his pencil, some 
which was too small. Another, he i 
it just as well; he had already set 
work; in short, he would not come 
sending off the pictures was at hand 
over, to get dry ; every delay was ur 
count, in despair, was about to have 
military fashion. We all wished to 
finally gone, and found at last no ej 
the gossip interpreter to seat himseli 
fetch over the refractory subject, w 
child. He was kindly received by 
treated, and at last dismissed with lib* 
After the pictures had been sent 
great peace in the house. The gable- 
was cleaned, and given up to me ; and 
he saw the boxes go, could not refri 
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a pressing tinu^ \u\ iu*veiilu‘lt‘ss iVll suiTi a raj 
to tlu‘. fortu^niita* who had intruded into hin ht 
he e.ould not think well of any (»f Ins dtun: 
ou^ht to tnuploy painters, hut not ih‘‘j^rade 
])aptvr-stain(‘rs ; oiu*. ought to 1 h‘ satisli(‘d wi 
tlu‘.y havi‘. <lom% ar.e.ording to tlu‘ir t'onvietion 
ity, i‘.ve.n if it ilo<‘s not thonHigldy pli‘as(‘ one, 
1)(‘, p(U‘p(‘.tually (harping at it. In short, in spi 
th(‘. (‘ount’s own gtuierous t*ndeavours, eo: 

for all, ht'. no mutual umierstamling. My fat 
visitt'd that room vvlit*n tht^ count was at tahl 
e.an recall hut oiu* instaiict*, when, Sct‘kaf/, h; 
ecllt'd himstdf, ami iht^ wish to sta* thest* [lichi 
ing brought tin* whoh* Inmst* tt)gt*tln*r, my fal 
tin* count- met, and manitVst-ctl a ctunmon pit 
tlu'si*. work.s of art, which thi*y could not takt 
otht*r. 

Scurtady, tln‘n*rt>n*, laid Iht^ Inmst*, hetm cltsirt 
<*.hcsts ami l)t)Xt‘s, than tin* j»lan for nunoving (1 
whit'll had ft»rmerly hetm ht*gun, hut uas a 
interrupU'il, was n‘sunn‘d. d'ln* ciuh'avour w 
to gain justict* hy n'prcscutat ioms, etputv hy to 
favour hy influcnct* ; ami (In* <|uartt‘rina;4t 
pnwa'iiltul upon totlt'citle. thus: t.ln* count was U 
his lotlgings; atni our Inmst*, in consitlcrntioi 
Imrdtm Imrm* day aiitl night for S(‘Vt*ral yearn 
rupttally, was to ht* t'xtunpt for (ht^ futiin* froi 
ing. Fmt, to furnish a plausihh* pretext for 
wt*ri* to takt*. in loilgt*rs on the. first flottr, w! 
count had t)ccupitHl, and thus nmdc*r a lunv qu 
as it wc‘r<‘, impossihlix Tin! (amni, wlio, a 
st*pa.ration frtun his dtair pictun*.s, fidt no furtli 
liar intc.rt'st in tin* houstg and hop4‘d, morecw 
soon n*call<‘d ami plactnl elsttwht'rt*, was pleased 
without (Opposition to ariothtu* gotnl r(‘sidenre, 


ii6 TRUTH AND FICTION RELATING TO 


tion, but, it was rumoured, not to his O'v^ 
Meantime, he had the pleasure of seeini 
which he had preserved with so much a 
arranged in his brother’s ch§;teau : he wr< 
sent dimensions, and had different piece 
the artists so often named. At last we ' 
further about him, except after several ; 
assured that he had died as governor ( 
Trench colonies in the West Indies. 


Forirrii r»< huc 

IlnwKVKIt mtifh iiirniix riiifurr lh»‘ 

KrfUi'ii luul U s svr h.i»i Iutmiuu :m at-t 

to it, thut w«‘ rtitihl itnt tail i»» fiii ^ it ; nor 
(•hil<lr<Mi fail to lari :v\ U tlir linU Wrlr 

MonaiVrr, it wua !l<»( tlrru'ril (liUt Hr ;1 imU 

aUaiii i>rrfr<’i family umty. Nrn < urn 

lH‘a|M»kru ; ami afttu- -Minr urr|.iuy, ami 
Jilauiii*^, iind rul»l»in;t uith I'rr \n5\. 
niahin^t» ** uaa. rMm]>lrfr|v ioai 

t’lia notu’y-Uirrrt nr Mtaala, uith iu ■■■ lanulv, 
frii’iala of my |ni.rrutas mnvnl nt llr- uar. omI 
of Fraukfi>rt. lait an ii!»lr jim .t aatt nnii 
iiml tk** lr|‘:al aJtiina laaii) ' m-i.!! 

<’ountM, {liul hml.'s. I nrvrr ra.\\ loin rtla-iu 
rhrrri’nl ami plraaaiit, au«l ttilitaaif \ulli hr: 
Hia wifa ami rhiMfi'll, ^“[rntlr, «jU|r|, jinh hr 
clitl m»t imlrtnl inrrrarr tlir s*u'iai*lr|ir‘-/3 iif tai 
for thry kaj»t to tlirur^rlvra ; hill ii atllllirr‘'s 
rriuriiotl, whirh wr h.ail m*!- riijt»yril for ii 1» 
I m»w ityaiu <H'ruj4ril my uUir-rooim 
|.^hoats of Urn many jarfurra r^oiutinira lto\rii 
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rank, and on occasions of meetings of creditoi 
imperial commissions frequently came into c 
with my father. They had a high opinion oi 
other, and commonly stood on the side of the ^ 
ors; though they were generally ohhged to pe: 
much to their vexation, that a majority of the 
on such occasions are usually gained over to th 
of the debtors. The counsellor of legation r 
communicated his knowledge, was fond of matl 
ics ; and, as these did not occur in liis present ' 
of life, he made himself a pleasure by. helping 
in this branch of study. I was thus enabled to 
my architectural sketches more accurately than 
tofore, and to profit more by the instruction of a 
ing-master, who now also occupied us an hour ever 

This good old man was indeed only half an 
We were obliged to draw and combine strokes 
which eyes and noses, lips and ears, nay, at last, 
faces and heads, were to arise; but of natural 
tistic forms there was no thought. We were torn 
a long while with this pro quo of the hums 
ure ; and when the so-called Passions of Le Brur 
given us to copy, it was supposed at last that w 
made great progress. But even these caricature 
not improve us. Then we went oft' to lands 
fohage, and all the things which in ordinary in 
tiou are practised without consistency or m^ 
Finally we dropped into close imitation and nei 
of strokes, without troubling ourselves about the 
or taste of the original. 

In these eruleavoiirs our father led the way 
exemplary manner. He had never drawn ; but h 
unwilling to remain behind, now that his childrei 
sued this art, and would give, even in his old ai 
example how they should proceed in their youth, 
therefore copied * several heads of Piazetta, froi 
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lead-pencil upon the finest Dutch paper. In 
not only observed the greatest clearness of oul 
most accurately imitated the hatching of the 
plate with a light hand — only too slightly, i 
desire to avoid hardness he brought no keej 
his sketches. Yet they were always soft and 
His unrelaxing and untiring assiduity went so 
he drew the whole considerable collection nu 
number; while we children jumped from o 
to another, and chose only those that please 

About this time the long-debated project, loi 
consideration, for giving us lessons in music, 
ried into effect; and the last impulse to it i 
deserves mention. It was settled that we 
learn the harpsichord, but there was always a 
about the choice of a master. At last I w( 
accidentally into the room of one of my con 
who was just taking his lesson on the harj 
and found the teacher a most charming man : 
finger of the right and left hand he had a n; 
by which he indicated in the merriest way 
was to be used. The black and white keys w 
wise symbolically designated, and even ti 
appeared under figurative names. Such a 
company worked most pleasantly together, 
ing and time seemed to become perfectly € 
obvious ; and, while the scholar was put into 
humour, everything else succeeded beautifully. 

Scarcely had I reached home, than I importx 
parents to set about the matter in good earnest 
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The reading of the notes began first 
jokes occurred here, we comforted oursel 
hope, that when we went to the harpsici 
fingers were needed, the jocular method 
mence. But neither keys nor fingering 
afford opportunity for any comparisons, 
notes were, with their strokes on and bet-^ 
lines, the black and white keys were no 
not a syllable was heard, either of " 
pointerling,” or goldfinger ; while 
nance of the man remained as impertur' 
his dry teaching as it had been before dn 
jests. My sister reproached me most 
having deceived her, and actually believec 
all an invention of mine. But I was 
founded and learned little, though the i 
went regularly enough to work; for I 
expecting that the former jokes would 
appearance, and so consoled my sister fr 
to another. They did not reappear, ho'w 
should never have been able to explain 
another accident had not solved it for me. 

One of my companions came in during j 
at once all the pipes of tlie humourous je 
opened : the " thumblings ” and pointc 
pickers” and ‘"stealers,” as he used to 
gers; the “fahngs” and “galings,” meani 
“g;” the “fiehngs” and “gielings,” meani 
“g” sharp,^ — became once more extant 
the most wonderful manikins. My y 
could not leave off laughing, and was i 
one could iearn in such a merry manner, 
that he would give his parents no peaa 
had given him such an excellent man fc 

And thus the way to two arts was e 

1 The names of the sharp notes in German terr 
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opened to nae, according to the principles of 
theory of education, merely by good luck, an^ 
any conviction that I should be furthered tl 
a native talent. My father maintained th 
body ought to learn drawing; for which i 
especially venerated the Emperor Maxim 
whom this had been expressly commanc 
therefore held me to it more steadily than 1 
which, on the other hand, he especially reco 
to my sister, and even out of the hours fc 
kept her fast, during a good part of the dg 
harpsichord. 

But the more I was in this way made to 
the more I wished to press forward of my 
my hours of leisure were employed in all sort 
ous occupations. Erom my earliest years I f< 
for the investigation of natural things. It 
regarded as an instinct of cruelty that chil 
at last to break, tear, and devour objects w 
for a long time they ^ve played, and which 
handled in various manners. Yet even in t] 
manifested the curiosity, the desire of lear 
such things hang together, how they loo 
I remember, that, when a child, I pulled : 
pieces to see how the leaves were inserted 
calyx, or even plucked birds to observe 
feathers were inserted into the wings. Ch: 
not to be blamed for this, when even our i 
beheve they get their knowledge oftener by i 
and division than by union and combinatio] 
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weight, — this mysterious virtue had sc 
admiration, that for a long time I was 
merely staring at its operation. But at h 
I might arrive at some nearer revelatio 
away the external covering. This was 
became no wiser in consequence, as th 
taught me nothing further. This also I i 
I held in my hand the mere stone, with ^ 
grew weary of maldng experiments of '' 
on filings and needles, — experiments frc 
youthful mind drew no further advantage 
of a varied experience. I could not man 
struct the whole arrangement : the parts v? 
and I lost the wondrous phenomenon at t 
with the apparatus. 

Nor was I more fortunate in putting 
electrical macliine. A friend of the 
youth had fallen in the time when ele^ 
pied all minds, often told us how, whei 
had desired to possess such a machine : h( 
the principal requisites, and, by the aid of 
ning-wheel and some medicine bottles, 1 
tolerable results. As he readily and f 
peated the story, and imparted to us i 
information on electricity, we children for 
very plausible, and long tormented oursc 
old spinning-wheel and some medicine bo 
producing even the smallest result. We 
adhered to our belief, and were much de. 
at the time of the fair, among other rarities 
legerdemain tricks, an electrical machine 
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their object. Yet the children seldom agi 
young man had not sufficient authority ; a 
frequently repeated vexations, there were on 
partings. It is not surprising, therefore, tb 
arrangements were thought of which should 
permanent as well as more advantageous. 

The thought of establishing boarding-scho( 
sionen) had arisen from the necessity, which e 
felt, of having the French language taught a 
municated orally. My father had brought up 
person, who had been his footman, valet, secrel 
in short successively all in all. This man, whc 
was Pfeil, spoke French well. After he had 
and his patrons had to think of a situation 
they hit upon the plan of making him est 
boarding-school, which extended gradually into 
academy, in which everything necessary, anc 
even Greek and Latin, were taught. The € 
connections of Frankfort caused young Fre; 
Enghsh men to be brought to this establishm 
they might learn German and acquire othe] 
phshments. Pfeil, who was a man in the ; 
life, and of the most wonderful energy and 
superintended the whole very laudably; am 
could never be employed enough, and was 
to keep music-teachers for his scholars, he s 
music on the occasion, and practised the hai 
with such zeal, that, without having previously 
a note, he very soon played with perfect readi 
spirit. He seemed to have adopted my father’s 
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led to the instruments themselves, and, 
to obtain the best, came into connection 
of G-era, whose instruments were celel 
wide. He took a number of them on 
now the joy of seeing, not only one pii 
set up in his residence, and of practis 
heard upon them. 

The vivacity of this man brought a 
music into our house. My father rema: 
good terms with him up to certain po: 
A large piano of Frederici was purchai; 
which I, adhering to my harpsichord, 1 
but which so much increased my sister’s 
duly honour the new instrument, she 
some time longer every day in practi 
father, as overseer, and Pfeil, as a model 
ing friend, alternately took their positioi 

A singular taste of my father’s cause 
venience to us children. This was the 
silk, of the advantages of which, if it we 
extended, he had a high opinion. Some 
at Hanau, where the breeding of the -v 
ried on with great care, gave him the 
pulse. At the proper season, the eggs w 
from that place : and, as soon as the 
showed sufficient leaves, they had to be 
the scarcely visible creatures were i 
tended. Tables and stands with boards 
a garret-chamber, to afford them more 
tenance; for they grew rapidly, and, 
change of skin, were so voracious that 
possible to get leaves enough to feed the 
had to be fed day and night, as ever 
upon there being no deficiency of non 
the great and wondrous change is abou 
in them. When the weather was favou 
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ment ; but, if tlie cold set in so that the mulberry- 
suffered, it was exceedingly troublesome. Still ; 
unpleasant was it when rain fell during the last ej 
for these creatures cannot at all endure moisture, 
the wet leaves had to be carefully wiped and d 
which could not always be done quite perfectly : 
for this, or perhaps some other reason also, va: 
diseases came among the flock, by which the 
things were swept off in thousands. The state of 
ruption which ensued produced a smell really pest 
tial; and, because the dead and diseased had t 
taken away and separated from the healthy, the 
ness was indeed extremely wearisome and repu' 
and caused many an unhappy hour to us children. 

After we had one year passed the finest weeks o 
spring and summer in tending the silkworms, we 
obliged to assist our father in another business, w 
though simpler, was no less troublesome. The Ec 
views, which, bound by black rods at the top and 
tom, had hung for many years on the walls of 
old house, had become very yellow through the ] 
dust, and smoke, and not a little unsightly througl 
flies. If such uncleanliness was not to be tolerat( 
the new house, yet, on the other hand, these pic 
had gained in value to my father, in consequence c 
longer absence from the places represented. For a 
outset such copies serve. only to renew and revive 
impressions received shortly before. They seem tr; 
in comparison, and at the best only a melancholy 
stitute. But, as the remembrance of the original f 
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In short; with this feeling of his 
gance^ my father wished that these ei 
he restored as much as possible. It ^ 
that this could be done by bleaching : 
tion, always critical with large plates, 
under rather unfavourable circuinstanc( 
boards, on which the smoked engrav 
tened and exposed to the sun, stood 
before the garret windows, leaning agai 
'^ere therefore liable to many accide 
point was, that the paper should never 
but must be kept constantly moist. T 
of my sister and myself ; and the idleni 
have been otherwise so desirable, was 
noying on account of the tedium and 
the watchfulness which allowed of no d 
end, however, was attained ; and the 1 
fixed each sheet upon thick paper, did 1 
and repair the margins, which had bee; 
torn by our inadvertence. All the shee 
bound in a volume, and for this time j 
That we children might not be v 
variety of life and learning, a teachei 
language had to announce himself jn 
who pledged himself to teach anybody 
in languages, English in four weeks, 
him to such a degree, that, with so; 
could help himself farther. His price v 
he was indifferent as to the number o; 
lesson. My father instantly determin 
attempt, and took lessons, together wi 
myself, of this expeditious master, 
faithfully kept ; there was no want ( 
lessons ; other exercises were neglected 
during the four weeks ; and the teache 
and we from him, with satisfaction. 
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came from time to time to look after us and to b 
grateful that we had been among the first who ; 
confidence in him, and proud to be able to cite 
examples to the others. 

My father, in consequence of this, entertained 
anxiety, that English might neatly stand in the 
of my other studies in languages. Now, I will c 
that it became more and more burdensome for 
take my occasions for study now from this grami 
collection of examples, now from that ; now froi 
author, now' from another, — and thus to divei 
interest in a subject every hour. It occurred t 
therefore, that I might despatch all at the same 
and I invented a romance of six or seven brothei 
sisters, who, separated from each other and sea 
over the world, should communicate with each 
alternately as to their conditions and feelings, 
eldest brother gives an account, in good German, 
the manifold objects and incidents of his journey, 
sister, in a ladylike style, with short sentence 
notliing but stops, much as Siegwart ” was afte 
written, answers now him, now the other br( 
partly about domestic matters, and partly about 
of the heart. One brother studies theology, and 
a very formal Latin, to which he often adds a 
postscript. To another brother, holding the pk 
mercantile clerk at Hamburg, the Enghsh corres 
ence naturally falls; while a still younger o 
Marseilles has the French. For the Italian was 
a musician, on his first trin into the world : whi 
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creations resided, and by im 
ties all sorts of human h 
affinity with the characteri 
heroes. Thus my exercise- 
voluminous, my father was 
much sooner made aware 
what I had acquired and po 

Now, as such things, one 
limits, so it happened in th* 
strove to attain the odd Jev 
well as I could read it, I so 
to know Hebrew, from wh 
rupted dialect could be deri 
certainty. I consequently 
my learning Hebrew to m 
sought his consent; for I 
Everywhere I heard it said, 
as well as the New Testan 
were requisite. The latter 
because, that there might b 
on Sundays, the so-called 
after church, to be recitec 
measure explained. I nov 
thing with the Old Testa 
which had always especiaU;) 

My father, who did no 
halves, determined to reque 
sium, one Doctor Albrecht, 
weekly, until I should hav 
essential in so simple a lai 
if it would not be despatcl 
learned, it could at least 1 
time. 

Eector Albrecht was one 
in the world, — short, bro 
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completely twisted into a sarcastic smile; 
eyes always remained large, and, though 
always brilliant and intelligent He lived 
cloister of the barefoot friars, the seat of the g 
Even as a child, I had often visited him ii 
with my parents, and had, with a kind of 
dehght, glided through the long, dark pai 
chapels transformed into reception-rooms, 
broken up and full of stairs and corners, 
making me uncomfortable, he questioned me 
whenever we met, and praised and encoi 
One day, on the changing of the pupils’ pis 
public examination, he saw me standing, 
spectator, not far from his chair, while he 
the silver ^rcemia virtutis et dilig entice, I 
bly gazing very eagerly upon the little 1 
which he drew the medals: he nodded i 
scended a step, and handed me one of the si 
My joy was great; although others though 
gift, bestowed upon a boy not belonging to 
was out of all order. But for this the goo 
cared but httle, having always played the 
and that in a striking manner. He had a 
reputation as a schoolmaster, and understoc 
ness ; although age no more allowed him to 
thoroughly. But almost more than by his o 
ties was he hindered by greater circumstance 
I already knew, he was satisfied neither wit 
sistory, the inspectors, the clergy, nor th 
To his natural temperament, which inclinec 
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defects whicli he wanted to reprove, wi 
sions, classic passages, and Scripture-te 
Uvery, moreover, — he always read his 
was unpleasant, unintelligible, and, above 
interrupted by a cough, but more fre 
hollow, paunch-convulsing laugh, with ^ 
w^ont to announce and accompany the b 
This singular man I found to be mild 
when I began to take lessons of him. 1 
his house daily at six o’clock in the 
always experienced a secret pleasure w 
door closed behind me, and I had to th 
dark cloister passage. We sat in his libi 
covered with oilcloth, a much-read Lucii 
ting his side. 

In spite of aU my willingness, I did i 
matter without difficulty; for my teaa 
suppress certain sarcastic remarks as to 
about Hebrew. I concealed from hin 
upon Jew-German, and spoke of a better 
of the original text. He smiled at thi 
should be satisfied if I only learned t( 
vexed me in secret, and I concentrated 
tion when we came to the letters. I four 
something like the Greek, of which th 
easy, and the names, for the most part, : 
me. All this I had soon comprehended 
and supposed we should now take up i 
this was done from right to left I wa 
But now all at once appeared a new 
characters and signs, of points and strok* 
which were in fact to represent vowel 
wondered the more, as there were manife 
the larger alphabet ; and the others on] 
be hidden under strange appellations, 
taught that the Jewish nation, as long a 
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lu* othrr Way of wriliiiL*’ aiul iH^adhig. Mo? 
thru, wmild I havt‘ gont‘ on along tliis a.nc 
il sfi*!ur<i to nio, oasior path ; hut my wort 
rutluT strrnly that w‘t‘ must go by tho gra 
laid boon aj>pri>v<M! anil i‘om posed. Iteadi 
tlirrie points ami strokes, lu‘. said, wais a 
undmlukiiuL and eoidd In*. ae.e()m])lished ( 
leururd and thoso who were, wt^ll })ra.('.tise.< 
thtu'rfore, make up my mind to l(‘.arn 
tdmnielers; hut Uu‘. mailer htuainu', to nu 
more eoufused. Now, it stumuHl, somt*. of t 
larger primitive, bdltu's luul no value in tlu‘- 
order that llieir little arie,r-horn kindred 
stand tluuH', in vain. Now' the.y indie.aU' 
breathing* now u guttural more or l(‘.ss rou^ 
Mervinl as mere- tH|uivah‘nts. Ihit iiiadly, 
fuueitMl lliat In', had wtdl noUul everythit 
tlu\se personagc^s, both great a.nd sma.ll, we 
inoperative; ho tliat tlie. t^yes always luul 
and the lips vivry little,, to do. 

Ah that of whitdi I already knew tlu‘. o 
now U> he Htutt<'n‘d in a strange gil)herislp 
eeriuin Hnulllc ami garghi wtu'e not a little 
as sonu'thing unattainahlt^, 1 in a certain < 
ated from tlu^ matter, and diverted mysidf, i 
way, with tlie singular num(‘.s of thc‘.Be i: 
signs. 'Fhe.re wen*. empi^rors,'' kings/' an 
whielg as ace.ents goviuming hero and the: 
not a little ente.rtaimiumt. But (we.n th 
jests Hotin lost tlunr charm. Nevertlie 
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between tradition, and the actual 
had appeared to me very striking; a 
put my private tutors to a nonplus 
which stood still on Gibeon, and th 
vale of Ajalon, to say nothing of other 
and incongruities. Everything of this 
awakened; while, in order to master 
occupied myself exclusively with the 
and studied it, though no longer in I 
tion, but in the literal version of Sel 
printed under the text, which my fath( 
for me. Here, I am sorry to say, our ] 
be defective in regard to practice in 
Eeading, interpreting, grammar, transc 
repetition of words, 'seldom lasted a ful 
I immediately began to aim at the sens 
and, though we were still engaged in t 
Moses, to utter several things suggests 
later books. At first the good old man 
me from such digressions, but at last 
entertain him also. It was impossible 
press his characteristic cough and ch 
though he carefully avoided giving me ; 
that might have compromised himself, ; 
was not relaxed ; nay, as I cared more 
doubts than to learn their solution, I i 
more vivacious and bold, seeming just 
portment. Yet I could get nothing oui 
that ever and anon he would exclaim w 
shaking laugh, “ Ah ! mad fellow 1 ah ! 

Still, my childish vivacity, which 
Bible on all sides, may have seemed t 
serious and worthy of some assistance, 
referred me, after a time, to the large ] 
work which stood in his Hbrary, anc 
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ihr lahniirs tif ( L‘r!uun divineH the 

liad rf!itaiu*Ml advauta‘4t*H evtu’ the. original. 
t*u! i»{iiu«.ns wiav Ottul; atid at last a kin 
filiatiuu was atltanpltnl, so that the dlgn 
IniMk. ilu^ gnnuid of n'ligion, a,nd the hii 
.'laiiditig. might in some. dt‘gree coexist, 
oitf’ii as ttivvani t!m tmd of tlu^ lesHon I (‘-ai 
my u aial (|m‘Htions uml dtaihUs, so often i 
Im the ri’jH»sit(»ry. I hiok the. volume, he 
tuns-d uvor his Lmian ; anti, vvlien I ni 
liiaik i <*n tho Ids ortlina,ry laugh w 

an war la my sagacity. In tlu^ long sunn 
1**1 me ,'dt. as long as I could n‘.ad, many i 
alirr a tim<‘ ht‘ sutfci'ctl inn to take! one v 
aaoitier Imm*’ with nn‘. 

Mail may turn winch way he |)I<^as(i, am 
anUtuiig what:uawcr, In*, will always return 
whmft natun^ has onct* pn^scrilnul for hii 
ha|<i»cm*d also with mt*, in tlu*. ])re.sent 
tr«ad»lc I t<Hik with the. huiguagtg with t 
*‘l’ the saeretl Script un\s tluunstdvt^s, tmdet 
prodtieiug in my imagination a livtdier pic, 
licautifiil ami fataou.s laud, its tmvirons an 
tio i, H i well as of tlu^ events by 

Hi lie spot of t*artli was matle glorious for 1 
years. 

1iiis small spata* was to seti the origin 
of the Inuuan racs‘ ; thc.nc.t* we were to dei 
and only acaumuts of |)rimitive history; 
b»caliiy was to lie bid'ort^ our imaginati 
sample ami comprelumsilile than varied, t 
to the most wontltudul migrations and 
Here, between four d(‘signat(Hl rivers, a sir 
ft! I st«jt was s(U*arat(Hl from th(‘, whole ha.b 
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namely, that of losing peace by striving 
edge. Paradise was trifled away; men 
grew worse ; and the Elohim, not yet < 
the wickedness of the new race, became 
utterly destroyed it. Only a few were s 
universal deluge ; and scarcely had this 
ceased, than the well-known ancestral 
more before the grateful eyes of the p: 

Two rivers out of four, the Euphrat 
still flowed in their beds. The name c 
mained: the other seemed to be point 
course. Minuter traces of paradise W( 
looked for after so great a revolution, 
race of man went forth hence a second t 
occasion to sustain and employ itself i 
ways, but chiefly to gather around it large 
animals, and to wander with them in ev( 

This mode of life, as well as the incre: 
ihes, soon compelled the people to disperi 
not at once resolve to let their relatives 
for ever : they hit upon the thought of I 
tower, which should show them the way 
far distance. But this attempt, like their i 
miscarried. They could not be at the sa: 
and wise, numerous and united. The Elof 
their minds; the building remained n 
men were dispersed; the world was 
sundered. 

But our regards, our interests, continue 
regions. At last the founder of a race a 
from hence, and is so fortunate as to si 
character upon his descendants, and by 
unite them for all time to come into i 
inseparable through all changes of place 
Prom the Euphrates, Abraham, not 
suidance. wanders toward the. west. The 
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dan, passes over its waters, and spreads hi 
fair southern regions of Palestine. This la 
occupied, and tolerably well inhabited. ] 
extremely high, but rocky and barren, w 
many watered vales favourable to cultiv; 
villages, and solitary settlements lay seal 
plain, and on the slopes of the great val 
of which are collected in J ordan. Thus 
tilled, was the land: but the world 
enough ; and the men were not so circc 
sitous, and active, as to usurp at once t 
cent country. Between their possessions 
large spaces, in which grazing herds cou 
in every direction. In one of these sp 
resides ; his brother Lot is near him : bi 
long remain in such places. The very 
land, the population of which is now h 
decreasing, and the productions of wh 
kept in equihbrium with the wants, prodi 
edly a famine ; and the stranger suffers 
native, whose own support he has rendei 
his accidental presence. The two Cha! 
move onward to Egypt ; and thus is tra 
the theatre on which, for some thousand 
most important events of the world were 
Prom the Tigiis to the Euphrates, from 
to the Nile, we see the earth peopled ; j 
also is traversed by a well-known, heavei 
who has already become worthy to us, i 
fro with his goods and cattle, and, in a sh( 
dantly increasing them. The brothers 
taught by the distress they have endur( 
mine to part. Both, indeed, tarry in sou- 
hut while Abraham remains at Hebron, ] 
of Mamre. Lot de-na.rts for the vallev of ^ 
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Dead Sea, we should have dry ground, 
appear like a second paradise, — a con; 
more probable, because the residents aba 
rious for effeminacy and wickedness, hi 
that they led an easy and luxurious h 
among them, but apart. 

But Hebron and the wood of Mamre a 
the important place where the Lord spea 
ham, and promises him all the land as 
can reach in four directions. From these 
from these shepherd-tribes, who can i 
celestials, entertain them as guests, and h 
versations with them, we are compelle( 
glance once more toward the East, an( 
the condition of the surrounding world, 
whole, perhaps, may have been like that 

Families hold together : they unite, an 
hfe of the tribes is determined by the 
they have appropriated or appropriate, 
tains which send down their waters to 
find warlike populations, who even th 
shadow those world-conquerors and wo 
in a campaign, prodigious for those tir 
prelude of future achievements. Chedor 
of Elam, has already a mighty influence 
He reigns a long while ; for twelve year; 
ham's arrival in Canaan, he had made ; 
tributary to him as far as the Jordan, 
at last, and the allies equipped for war. 
unawares upon a route by which, prob^ 

^ 1 -T mi--. ^ 
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great spoil up the Jordan, in order to extend hi 
qxiests as far as Lebanon. 

Among the captives, despoiled, and dragged 
with their property, is Lot, who shares the fate ( 
country in which he lives a guest. Abraham : 
this, and here at once we behold the patriarch g 
rior and hero. He hurriedly gathers his ser 
divides them into troops, attacks and falls upo 
luggage of booty, confuses the victors, who coul 
suspect another enemy in the rear, and brings bac 
brother and his goods, with a great deal more b( 
ing to the conquered kings. Abraham, by mea 
this brief (‘.ontest, ac(pures, as it were, the whole 
To th(‘. inhabitants he appears as a protector, sa 
and, by his disinterestedness, a king. Grateful! 
kings of the valley receive him ; Melchisedek, the 
and priest, with blessings. 

Now tlie prophecies of an endless posterity a: 
newed ; nay, they take a wider and wider scope, 
tin*, waters of the Euphrates to the river of ] 
all the lands are promised him, but yet there se^ 
diHuiulty with respect to his next heirs. He is e 
years of ago, and has no son. Sarai, less trust! 
tlu*. heavenly powers than he, becomes impatient 
desires, after the Oriental fashion, to have a des 
ant, l)y means of her maid. But no sooner is I 
given up to the master of the house, no sooner is 
hope of a son, than dissensions arise. TJie wife 1 
her own dependent ill enough, and Hagar flies to 
a happier position among other tribes. She return 
without a higher intimation, and Ishmael is born. 

Abraham is now ninety-nine years old, and the j 
ises of a numerous posterity are constantly repe: 
BO that, in the end, the pair regard them as ridici 
And yet Sarai becomes at last pregnant, and b 
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propai^jitii^n ot th^* huiiiuu ra 
(*,V(‘iils (tl lh<‘ t< 

of families, and thus i\w ma 
i^ive oecasiou toi‘ ptnailiai' eo] 
t}u‘ Divinity, wlm lows to 
kiiul, vvislunl loprotigure Imre 
kind. Altraham, so lonj.^ uiiil 
to a. beautiful woman wiiom 
s(df, in his hundnaith year, iht 
Urn father of two sons ; and 
tie peace is bntken. d\vo u 
ditVermit mothers, eannot po 
l(*ss favoured by law, usapy, 
Abraham must ^sierifiei* Ids a 
Ishmatd. Doth are dismissed 
now, apainst her will, to po 
onet‘ took in voluntary ilipht. 
(hssiruetion of herstdf and < 
the, Lord, who had Ind'ore se 
her upain, that Ishmael nh 
people, and that tin* most in 
may be* fultllled luwond its bi 
Two panmts in advaneetl v 
ohl apt* here, at last , out* mi 
and t‘arthly happim‘ss. l‘»y ir 
preparinp the heavi(*st trial 
of this wi* eannot speak w 
cousidt‘ralious. 

If a natural tndversal reli 
apeeiul n‘vea!ed om* to lu* cle\ 
tries in whieli (hu* imapinati 
the mode, of lift*, tin* rare of m 
purpost*. At h‘ast, wt* do ntii 
anythinp espmlly favotirnhle a: 
natiiral ndiirion, if we a.ssum 
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versal providence, which conducts the ord 
world as a whole. A particular religion, re 
Heaven to this or that people, carries with it 
in a special providence, which the Divine Bei 
safes to certain favoured men, families, races, a 
This faith seems to develop itself with diffic 
man’s inward nature. It requires tradition, t 
the warrant of a primitive time. 

Beautiful is it, therefore, that the Israelii 
tion represents the very first men who confi 
particular providence as heroes of faith, foil 
the commands of that high Being on wl 
acknowledge themselves dependent, just as 1 
undisturbed by doubts, they are unwearied n 
the later fulfilments of his promises. 

As a particular revealed rehgion rests upo] 
that one man may be more favoured by Hej 
another, so it also arises preeminently from t 
tion of classes. The first men appeared clos 
but their employments soon divided them. 1 
was the freest of ah: from him was deve 
warrior and the ruler. Those who tilled 
bound themselves to the soil, erected dwe' 
barns to preserve what they had gained, i 
estimate themselves pretty highly, because 
dition promised durability and security. I 
man in his position seemed to have acquiree 
unbounded condition and unlimited property 
crease of herds proceeded without end, and 
whiV.h was to ftinTnort them widened itself oi 
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Their mamier of life upon the ocean 
pastures gave breadth and freedom t 
the vault of heaven, under which they 
its nightly stars, elevated their feeli 
more than the active, skilful huntsma: 
careful, householding husbandman, hi 
immovable faith that a God walked b 
ited them, cared for them, guided and g 

We are compelled to make anoth 
passing to the rest of the history. 3 
ful, and cheering as the religion of 
appears, yet traits of savageness ai 
through it, out of which man may 
which he may again be sunk. 

That hatred should seek to appeas 
blood, by the death, of the conquerec 
ural ; that men concluded a peace upoi 
among the ranks of the slain may easi 
that they should in like manner think 
to a contract by slain animals, follow 
ceding. The notion also that slain 
attract, propitiate, and gain over the g 
always looked upon as partisans, eith< 
allies, is likewise not at all surprising, 
fine our attention to the sacrifices, a: 
way in which they were offered in thai 
we find a singular, and, to our nol 
repugnant, custom, probably derived i 
of war ; viz., that the sacrificed anima 
and whatever number was devoted, ha( 
two halves, and laid out on two sides 
space between them were those who w 
covenant with the Deity. 

Another dreadful feature wonderful 
ously pervades that fair world ; namel; 
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inhabitants of a city which forcibly defends 
threatened with such a vow: it is taken by 
otherwise, Nothing is left ahve; men m 
often women, children, and even cattle, share 
fate. Such sacrifices are rashly and supei 
and with more or less distinctness promis( 
gods; and those whom the votary would 
spare, even his nearest of kin, his own chile 
thus bleed, the expiatory victims of such a d( 
In the mild and truly patriarchal charactei 
ham, such a savage kind of worship could ] 
but the Godhead,^ which often, to tempt us, 
put forth those qualities which man is in 
assign to it, imposes a monstrous task upon ! 
must offer up Ms son as a pledge of the new 
and, if he follows the usage, not only kill 
him, but cut Mm in two, and await bet' 
smoking entrails a new promise from the 
Deity. Abraham, blindly and without linge 
pares to execute the command : to Heaven t 
sufficient. Abraham’s trials are now at an 
they could not be carried farther. But Sarai 
this gives Abraham an opportunity for taldi 
possession of the land of Canaan. He r 
grave, and tMs is the first time he looks 
possession in this earth. He had before this 
sought out a twofold cave by the grove o; 
This he purchases, with the adjacent field: 
legal form which he observes on the occasi 
how important this possession is to him. 
was more so, perhaps, than he himself supf 
there he, Ms sons and his grandsons, were to 
by tMs means the proximate title to the wl 
as well as the everlasting desire of his po 
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gather themselves there, w 
From this time forth the 
family life become varied. 
apart from the inhabitants 
son of an Egyptian womj 
of that land, Isaac is obli^ 
equal birth with himself. 

Abraham despatches his 
the relatives whom he hi 
prudent Eleazer arrives i 
take home the right bride, 
of the girls at the well, 
drink; and Eebecca, unasl 
He gives her presents, he 
and his suit is not rejectei 
home of his lord, and she : 
case, too, issue has to be 
not blessed until after soi 
the same discord, which, 
riage, arose through two r 
one. Two boys of opposit 
in their mother's womb, 
elder hvely and vigorous 
prudent. The former becc 
the mother’s, favourite, 
which begins even at birt 
is quiet and indifferent as 1 
has given him: Jacob ne^? 
forced him back. Watcl 
gaining the desirable privi' 
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RELATING TO MY LIFE 


circumstances have denied him. It has ofte 
been remarked and expressed, that the Saci 
tures by no means intend to set up any of ' 
archs and other divinely favoured men as 3 
virtue. They, too, are persons of the most 
characters, with many defects and failings, 
is one leading trait, in which none of these 
God’s own heart can be wanting; that is, 
faith that God has them and their familic 
special keeping. 

General, natural religion, properly speaking 
no faith; for the persuasion that a great p 
regulating, and conducting Being conceals h 
it were, behind Nature, to make himself co 
sible to us — such a conviction forces itself u] 
one. Nay, if we for a moment let drop thi 
which conducts us through life, it may be imi 
and everywhere resumed. But it is differei 
special religion, which announces to us that t 
Being distinctly and preeminently interests hi 
one individual, one family, one people, one 
This religion is founded on faith, which 
immovable if it would not be instantly ( 
Every doubt of such a religion is fatal to 
may return to conviction, but not to faith. I 
endless probation, the delay in ^ the fulfilme 
often repeated promises, by which the cap 
faith in those ancestors is set in the clear 

It is in this faith also that Jacob begins hi 
tion ; and if, by his craft and deceit, he has n 
our affections, he wins them by his lasting anc 
ble love for Eachel, whom he himself wooj 
instant, as Eleazer had courted Eebecca for I 
In him the promise of a countless people wa 
be fully unfolded: he was to see many son 
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Seven years he serves for his beloved, 
tience and without wavering. His fathe 
like himself, and disposed, like him, to 
mate this means to an end, deceives hin: 
him for what he has done to his brothe] 
in his arms a wife whom he does not 
indeed, endeavours to appease him, by 
beloved also after a short time, and tj 
condition of seven years of further ser\ 
arises out of vexation. The wife he d 
fruitful: the beloved one bears no 
latter, like Sarai, desires to become a i 
her handmaiden: the former grudges 
advantage. She also presents her hi 
maid, but the good patriarch is now th£ 
man in the world. He has four worn 
three, and none from her he loves. I 
is favoured ; and Joseph comes into the 
fruit of the most passionate attachment, 
teen years of service are over ; but Lai 
to part with him, his chief and most 
They enter into a new compact, and po 
between them. Laban retains the whit 
numerous : Jacob has to put up with tl 
as the mere refuse. But he is able her 
his own advantage: and as by a paltr 
tage) he had procured the birthright, an^ 
his father’s blessing, he manages by art 
to appropriate to himself the best and 
the herds ; and on this side also he be 
worthy progenitor of the people of Isra 
for his descendants. Laban and his he 
the result, if not the stratagem. Y( 
Jacob flees with his family and goods 
fortune, partly by cunning, escapes 
Laban. Eachel is now about to prese 
son, but dies in the travail: Beniami 
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sorrow, survives her ; but the aged father ii 
ence a still greater sorrow from the appar 
his son Joseph. 

Perhaps some one may ask why I have 
stantially narrated histories so universally ] 
so often repeated and explained. Let the 
satisfied with the answer, that I could in no 
exhibit how, with my hfe full of diversion 
my desultory education, I concentrated nij 
feelings in quiet action on one point; that 
in no other way to depict the peace thai 
about me, even when all without was sc 
strange. When an ever busy imagination 
that tale may bear witness, led me hither ao 
when the medley of fable and history, myt 
religion, threatened to bewilder me, — I lil 
refuge in those Oriental regions, to plung 
first books of Moses, and to find myself t 
the scattered shepherd tribes, at the same ' 
greatest sohtude and the greatest society. 

These family scenes, before they were to 
selves in a history of the Jewish nation, sh 
in conclusion, a form by which the hopes i 
of the young in particular are agreeably 
Joseph, the child of the most passionate w< 
He seems to us tranquil and clear, and 
himself the advantages which are to elevate 
his family. Cast into misfortune by his b 
remains steadfast and upright in slavery, 
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on a large scale. It is no 
gained for himself from a fc 
mth all their possessions, whi 
chase for a Mng. Extremely 
story, only it appears too sh( 
upon to paint it in detail. 

Such a filling-up of Biblic 
given only in outline, was r 
Germans. The personages oi 
Testaments 'had received thr< 
and affectionate nature, highl 
well as to many of his conte 
efforts in this line, little or 
but “Daniel in the lions^ 1 
great impression on the youi 
a right-minded man of busine 
high honours through manif- 
piety for which they threatens 
early and late, his sword an 
seemed to me desirable to 
Joseph; but I could not gei 
ticularly as I was conversant 
cation which would have beei 
But now I found a treatn 
suitable, and I applied all my 
I now endeavoured to disc 
characters, and, by the inter- 
episodes, to make ‘the old sim 
dependent work. I did nol 
youth cannot consider, that 
sary to such a design, and t 
by the perceptions of experi 
that I represented to myself 
the minutest details, and r 
to myself in their successioi 
What sreatlv hsfhtened tl 
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my authorship in general, exceedingly volumi] 
well-gifted young man, who, however, had 
imbecile from over-exertion and conceit, re 
a ward in my father’s house, lived quietly 
family, and, if allowed to go on in his usual • 
contented and agreeable. He had, with gn 
writtep. out notes of his academical course, and 
a rapid, legible hand. He liked to employ 
in writing better than in anything else, ; 
pleased when something was given him to c( 
still more when he was dictated to, because 
felt carried back to his happy academical ye 
my father, who was not expeditious in writ 
whose German letters were small and tremulo 
ing could be more desirable ; and he was cons 
accustomed, in the conduct of his own and ot 
ness, to dictate for some hours a day to th 
man. I found it no less convenient, during t 
vals, to see all that passed through my he 
upon paper by the hand of another ; and mj 
gift of feeling and imitation grew with the 
of catching up and preserving. 

As yet, I had not undertaken any work sc 
that Biblical prose-epic. The times were 
quiet, and nothing recalled my imagination fro 
tine and Egypt. Thus my^ manuscripts swelled : 
more every day, as the poem, which I recited t 
as it were, in the air, stretched along the 
and only a few pages from time to time n( 
be rewritten. 
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was pleased with this, as it 
quietly imitating well-kno 
I had composed a good m 
ontic poems, which, on a 
of the metre, and the light 
forth readily enough. But 
as they were not in rhy 
all things was to show my 
please him. So much t] 
spiritual odes seem suitab 
ously attempted in imitati^ 
of Elias SchlegeL One of 
the descent of Christ into ] 
from my parents and frien( 
to please myself for some 
called texts of the Sunda 
always to he had printec 
They were, indeed, very "s: 
lieve that my verses, of w 
in the prescribed manner, \ 
set to music, and perfor: 
the congregation. These, 
for more than a year befor* 
because through this priv 
from the copies of the wr 
corrected and put in order, 
needed to have them neat 
who was so fond of writin 
the bookbinder : and whe 
the nice-looking volume t 
me with pecuhar satisfa 
quarto every year; whic 
conviction, as I had prod- 
moments alone. 

Another circumstance 
these theoloedcal or. ra.1 
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man, of handsome, agreeable appearance, ^ 
respected by his congregation and the whole c 
exemplary pastor and good preacher, but whc 
he stood forth against the Herrnhiiterst^a 
the best odour with the peculiarly pious ; whi 
other hand, he had made himself famous, an 
sacred, with the multitude, by the conversion 
thinking general who had been mortally woi 
this man died; and liis successor, Plitt, a t^ 
some, dignified man, who brought from ] 
(he had been a professor in Marburg) the gift 
ing rather than of edifying, immediately a; 
a sort of religious course, to which his sermon 
be devoted in a certain methodical connectioi 
already, as I was compelled to go to church, 
the distribution of the subject, and could 
then show myself off by a pretty complete : 
of a sermon. But now, as much was said in 
gregation, both for and against the new se 
many placed no gi’eat confidence in his a: 
didactic sermons, I undertook to write them 
carefully; and I succeeded the better froi 
made smaller attempts in a seat very conve 
hearing, but concealed from sight. I was e 
attentive and on the alert : the moment he sa 
I hastened from church, and spent a couple oi 
rapidly dictating what I had fixed in my me; 
on paper, so that I could hand in the writte 
before dinner. My father was very proud of 
cess; and the good friend of the family, who 
come in to dinner, also shared in the joy. In 
friend was very well disposed toward me 
I had made his "Messiah” so much my ( 
in my repeated visits, paid to him with s 
getting impressions of seals for my collection 
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The next Sunday I prestH* 
zeal ; and, as the ineelianita) 
ested me, 1 diil uot rt.‘fleA't 
preserved. I)urin<4' tlu‘. lirsi 
have euntinued pretty nm 
fancied at last, in my stdP 
particular cnlightennumt as 
insiglit into dogmas, the snr 
gratified seemed to me too 
to pursue the matter with 
mons, once so many-leavtal, 
and before long I should ha> 
altogether, if my fatlita*, win 
pleteness, had not, by words 
to persevere till the last S 
at the (ioncluvsiou, scuiretdy 
statement, and the division 
pieces of paper. 

My father was particul 
point of completeness. M 
had to be hnished, even if 
vexation, nay, uselessness, 
plainly manifested in the n 
he regarded completeness a 
verance as the only virtues 
the long winter evenings, w 
aloud, we were compelk‘.d 
all in despair al)Oiit it, and 
first to yawn. I still rena 
we had thus to work our '' 
tory of the Popes.” 1 1 was 
nothing that occurs in ecui 
est children and young pi 
inattention and repugnan(‘( 
remained in iny mind that 
to take up many threads of 
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labours, which followed each other so i 
one could hardly reflect whether they were 
and useful, my father did not lose sight c 
object. He endeavoured to direct my n 
my talent for apprehending and combining 
of jurisprudence, and therefore gave me a 
by Hopp, in the shape of a catechism, and 
according to the form and substance of 
tions. I soon learned questions and answe 
and could represent the catechist as well 
chumen : and, as in religious instruction a 
one of the chief exercises was to find pass 
Bible as readily as possible ; so here a simi] 
ance with the Corpus Juris ” was found i 
which, also, I soon became completely 
father wished me to go on, and the litt 
was taken in hand; but here affairs did 
so rapidly. The form of the work was no 
able for beginners, that they could help the 
nor was my father’s method of illustratio 
as greatly to interest me. 

Not only by the warlike state in which 
some years, but also by civil hfe itself, and 
of history and romances, was it made clear 
there were many cases in which the law; 
and give no help to the individual, who mi 
how to get out of the difficulty by himsel 
now reached the period when, according 
routine, we were to learn, besides other thi 
and riding, that we might guard our skins 
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There were two fencing-masters in th 
earnest German, who went to work ii 
solid style ; and a Frenchman, who i 
his advantage by advancing and retr 
light, fugitive thrusts, which he alwaj 
by cries. Opinions varied as to whoi 
the best.. The little company with w 
take lessons sided with the French 
speedily accustomed ourselves to m< 
and forwards, make passes and recover 
ing out into the usual exclamations, 
our acquaintance had gone to the Germ 
practised precisely the opposite. These 
of treating so important an exercise, th 
each that his master was the best, real] 
sension among the young people, who 
the same age : and the fencing-schools 
ous battles, for there was almost as muc 
words as with swords; and, to decid( 
the end, a trial of skill between the U 
arranged, the consequences of which ! 
cumstantially describe. The German st 
tion like a wall, watched his opportunit; 
to disarm his opponent over and over 
cut and thrust. The latter maintained 
tered not, and proceeded to exhaust tl 
by his agility. He fetched the Germai 
too, which, however, if they had been ir 
have sent him into the next world. 

On the whole, nothing was decide 
except that some went over to our 
whom I was one. But I had ahead 
much from the first master ; and hence 
time elapsed before the new one could 
who was altogether less satisfied witl 
than with his original pupils. 

With ridi'nor T fjirArl sstill watca Tf. 
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they sent me to the coarse in the autumn, 
commenced in the cool and damp season. T 
tic treatment of this noble art was highly 
to me. Prom first to last, the whole talk ■ 
sitting the horse: and yet no one could sa 
a proper sitting consisted, though all depende 
for they went to and fro on the horse withou 
Moreover, the instruction seemed contrivec 
cheating and degrading the scholars. If c 
to hook or loosen the curb-chain, or let his g 
down, or even his hat, — every delay, every n 
had to be atoned for by money ; and one ws 
at into the bargain. This put me in the 
humours, particularly as I found the place c 
itself quite intolerable. The wide, nasty spi 
wet or dusty, the cold, the mouldy smell, al 
was in the highest degree repugnant to me ; an 
stable-master always gave the others the be 
the worst horses to ride, — perhaps because tl 
him by breakfasts and other gifts, or even by 
cleverness ; since he kept me waiting, and, as 
slighted me, — I spent the most disagreeabl 
an employment that ought to have been the i 
ant in the world. Nay, the impression of 
and of these circumstances has remained w 
vividly, that although I afterward became a 
and daring rider, and for days and week 
scarcely got off my horse, I carefully shunnt 
riding-courses, and at least passed only a fev 
in them. The case often happens, that, 


With the approach of spring, times became again 
more quiet with us ; and if in earlier days I had endeav- 
oured to obtain a sight of the city, its ecclesiastical, 
civil, public, and private structures, and especially 
found great delight in the still prevailing antiquities, 
I afterward endeavoured, by means of '' Lersner's 
Chronicle,” and other Frankfortian books and pam- 
phlets belonging to my father, to revive the persons of 
past times. This seemed to me to be well attained 
by great attention to the peculiarities of times and 
manners and of distinguished individuals. 

Among the ancient remains, that which, from my 
childhood, had been remarkable to me, was the skull 
of a state criminal, fastened up on the tower of the 
bridge, who, out of three or four, as the naked iron 
spikes showed, had, since 1616 , been preserved in 
spite of the encroachments of time and weather. 
WheneyeT one returned from Sachsenhausen to Frank- 
fort, one had this tower before one ; and the skull wa.s 
directly in view. As a boy, I liked to luiar related the 
history of these rebels, — Fettmilch and his confeder- 
ates, — how they had become dissatisfied witli tlio 
government of the city, had risen up against it, ])lotttHl 
a mutiny, plundered the Jews' quarter, and t^.xc/iied a 
fearful riot, but were at last captured, and c.ondeimu‘d 
to death by a deputy of the emperor. Afterward 
I felt anxious to know the most minute, circui in- 
stance, and to hear what sort of peo])le they w(*re. 
When from an old contemporary hook, onmmcnttHl 
with woodcuts, I learned, that, while tliesii mtm had 
indeed been condemned to death, many couiKullors had 
at the same time been deposed, because various kiruls 
of disorder and very much that was unwarrantahle 
was then going on ; wlien I heard the nearer partitni- 
lars how all took place, — I pitied the unfortunati‘. ])er- 
sons who miglit be regarded as sacrifi(M‘s made for a 
future better constitution. For from that time was 


dated the regulation which allows the noble old house of 
Limpurg, the Frauenstein-house, sprung from a club, 
besides lawyers, trades-people, and artisans, to take part 
in a government, which, completed by a system of 
ballot, complicated in the Venetian fashion, and re- 
stricted by the civil colleges, was called to do right, 
without acquiring any special privilege to do wrong. 

Among the things which excited the misgivings of 
the boy, and even of the youth, was especially the state 
of the Jewish quarter of the city {J%idenstadt)jY^o'^^i\j 
called the Jew Street (Judengasse ) ; as it consisted of 
little more than a single street, which in early times 
may have been hemmed in between the walls and 
trenches of the town, as in a prison (Zwinger). The 
closeness, the filth, the crowd, the accent of an unpleas- 
ant language, altogether made a most disagreeable im- 
pression, even if one only looked in as one passed the 
gate. It was long before I ventured in alone ; and I 
did not return there readily, when I had once escaped 
the importunities of so many men unwearied in demand- 
ing and offering to traffic. At the same time, the old 
legends of the cruelty of the Jews toward Christian 
children, which we had seen hideously illustrated in 
‘^Gottfried’s Chronicle,” hovered gloomily before my 
young mind. And although they were thought better 
of in modern times, the large caricature, still to be seen, 
to their disgrace, on an arched wall under the bridge- 
tower, bore extraordinary witness against them ; for it 
had been made, not through private lU-will, but by 
public order. 

However, they still remained the chosen people of 
God, and passed, no matter how it came about, as a 
memorial of the most ancient times. Besides, they 
also were men, active and obliging ; and, even to the 
tenacity with which they clung to their peculiar cus- 
toms, one could not refuse one’s respect. The girls, 
moreover, were pretty, and were far from displeased 
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stir up the labourers whom he set to work, as they 
commonly kept him waiting longer than was proper; 
because he wished everything done accurately, and 
was used in the end to lower the price for a prompt 
payment. In this way, I gained access to all the work- 
shops : and as it was natural to me to enter into the 
condition of others, to feel every species of human 
existence, and sympathise in it with pleasure, these 
commissions were to me the occasion of many most 
delightful hours ; and I learned to know every one’s 
method of proceeding, and what joy and sorrow, what 
advantages and hardships, were incident to the indis- 
pensable conditions of this or that mode of life. I was 
thus brought nearer to that active class which connects 
the lower and upper classes. For if on the one side 
stand those who are employed in the simple and rude 
products, and on the other those who desire to enjoy 
something that has been already worked up, the manu- 
facturer, with his skill and hand, is the mediator 
through whom the other two receive something from 
each other : each is enabled to gratify his wishes in his 
own way. The household economy of many crafts, 
which took its form and colour from the occupation, 
was likewise an object of my quiet attention; and 
thus was developed and stren^hened in me the feel- 
ing of the equahty, if not of all men, yet of all human 
conditions, — the mere fact of existence seeming to 
me the main point, and all the rest indifferent and 
accidental. 

As my father did not readily permit himself an 
expense which would be consumed at once in some 
momentary enjoyment, — as I can scarcely call to mind 
that we ever took a walk together, and spent anything 
in a place of amusement, — he was, on the other hand, 
not niggardly in procuring such things as had a good 
external appearance in addition to inward value. ISTo 
one could desire peace more than he, although he had 


not felt the smallest iucoiiviaiieuee tiuring the last days 
of the war. With this fe(‘lin<‘\ ht* had promised my 
mother a gold siuiir-hox, set with <liamon<ls, uhieli she 
was to receive as soon as juniet'. should ln‘ puhliely 
declared. In the expectation of the. happy twamt, tliey 
had laboured now for vSonu‘. ye.ars <ui this present. The 
box, which was tolerably large, hud luam executed in 
Hanaii; for my father was on good tmans with the 
gold-workers there, as well as with tin* hemls of tfui 
silk establishments. Many designs wen* niadt* f(»r it: 
the cover was adorned by a bask(‘t of iIowt‘rs, <ivi*r 
which hovered a dove with tht‘. oiiv(‘ bram*h. A va- 
cant space was left for the jewtds, which were ti> In* 
set partly in the dove and partly on (he spot where 
the box is usually opened. Tlu*, j(*wt‘llei\ to wfioin (lie 
execution and the requisite stont*s were en(ruste«h 
was named Lautcnsak, and was a brisk, skilful man, 
who, like many artists, seldom did what was m*i’essary, 
hut usually works of caprice, which gavt* him pleasure. 
The jewels were very soon set, in the shape in which 
they were to be put upon the box, on sons* black wax, 
and looked very well; but they would not isune tdf to 
be transferred to the gold. In the. outs(‘t, my fat Inn- let 
the matter rest: but as tlie liope of pt‘utH* h(*eame Iivc» 
Her, and finally when the stipulaiitais, pai'tieularly 
the elevation of the Archduke Joseph to tin* Homan 
throne, — seemed more precisely known, In*. gri*vv more 
and more impatient ; ami I liad to go s(*.verul times a 
week, nay, at last, almost daily, to visit th<^ tardy 
artist. Owing to my iinremittetl teasing and i*xfioi1a- 
tion, the work went on, though slowly t*nough ; fur, nn 
it was of that kind which can be taken in luiml or laid 
aside at wiU, there was always soiiiething by whitdi it 
was thrust out of the way, and put uHi(l(*. 

The chief cause of this conduct, howe;vi*.r, was a task 
which the artist had undertakcm on his own account. 
Everybody knew that the Emperor l<’i-anciH cdieriHlied' 


a strong liking for jewels, and especially for colo 
stones. Lautensak had expended a considerable i 
and, as it afterward turned out, larger than his me 
on such gems, out of which he had begun to sha 
nosegay, in which every stone was to be tastefully 
posed, according to its shape and colour, and the w 
form a work of art worthy to stand in the trea 
vaults of an emperor. He had, in his desultory ^ 
laboured at it for many years, and now hastene< 
because after the hoped-for peace the arrival of 
emperor, for the coronation of his son, was expe 
in Frankfort — to complete it and finally to pu 
together. My desire to become acquainted with £ 
things he used very dexterously to divert my atten 
by sending me forth as his dun, and to turn me a- 
from my intention. He strove to impart a knowk 
of these stones to me, and made me attentive to t 
properties and value; so that in the end I knew 
whole bouquet by heart, and quite as well as he c( 
have demonstrated its virtues to a customer. It is e 
now present to my mind ; and I have since seen n 
costly, but not more graceful, specimens of show 
magnificence in this sort. He possessed, moreovt 
pretty collection of engravings, and other works of 
with which he liked to amuse himself ; and I pas 
many hours with him, not without profit. Fin^ 
when the Congress of Hubertsburg was finally fi: 
he did for my sake more than was due ; and the d 
and flowers actually reached my mother’s hands on 
festival in celebration of the peace. 

I then received also many similar commissions 
urge on painters with respect to pictures which 
been ordered. My father had confirmed himself in 
notion — and few men were free from it — that a 
ture painted on wood was greatly to be preferrec 
one that was merely put on canvas. It was there 
his great care to possess good oak boards, of e^ 
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shape ; because be knew well that just on this impor- 
tant point the more careless artists trusted to the 
joiners. The oldest planks were hunted up, the joiners 
were obliged to go accurately to work with gluing, 
painting, and arranging ; and they were then kept for 
years in an upper room, where they could be suffi- 
ciently dried. A precious board of this kind was en- 
trusted to the painter Junker, who was to represent on 
it an ornamental flower-pot, with the most important 
flowers drawn after nature in his artistic and elegant 
manner. It was just about the springtime ; and I did 
not fail to take him several times a week the most 
beautiful flowers that feU in my way, which he imme- 
diately put in, and by degrees composed the whole out 
of these elements with the utmost care and fidelity. 
On one occasion I had caught a mouse, which I took 
to him, and which he desired to copy as a very pretty 
animal ; nay, really represented it, as accurately as pos- 
sible, gnawing an ear of corn at the foot of the flower- 
pot. Many such inoffensive natural objects, such as 
butterflies and chafers, were brought in and repre- 
sented ; so that finally, as far as imitation and execu- 
tion were concerned, a highly valuable picture was put 
together. 

Hence I was not a little astonished when the good 
man formally declared one day, when the work was 
just about to be delivered, that the picture no longer 
pleased him, — since, while it had turned out quite well 
in its details, it was not well composed as a whole, be- 
cause it had been produced in this gradual manner ; and 
he had committed a blunder at the outset, in not at least 
devising a general plan for hght and shade, as well as 
for colour, according to which the single flowers might 
have been arranged. He scrutinised, in my presence, 
the minutest parts of the picture, which had arisen 
before my eyes during six months, and had pleased me 
in many respects, and, much to my regret, managed to 


thoroughly convince me. Even the copy of the mouse 
he regarded as a mistake ; for many persons, he said, 
have a sort of horror of such animals : and they 
should not be introduced where the object is to excite 
pleasure. As it commonly happens with those who 
are cured of a prejudice, and think themselves much 
more knowing than they were before, I now had a real 
contempt for this work of art, and agreed perfectly with 
the artist when he caused to be prepared another tablet 
of the same size, on which, according to his taste, he 
painted a better-formed vessel and a more artistically 
arranged nosegay, and also managed to select and dis- 
tribute the little hving accessories in an ornamental 
and agreeable way. This tablet also he painted with 
the greatest care, though altogether after the former 
copied one, or from memory, which, through a very 
long and assiduous practice, came to his aid. Both 
paintings were now ready ; and we were thoroughly 
delighted with the last, which was certainly the more 
artistic and striking of the two. My father was sur- 
prised with two pictures instead of one, and to him the 
choice was left. He approved of our opinion, and of 
the reasons for it, and especially of our good will and 
activity ; but, after considering both pictures some days, 
decided in favour of the first, without saying much 
about the motives of his choice. The artist, in an ill 
humour, took back his second well-meant picture, and 
could not refrain from the remark that the good oaken 
tablet on which the first was painted had certainly had 
its effect on my father’s decision. 

How that I am again speaking of painting, I am 
reminded of a large establishment, where I passed 
much time, because both it and its managers especially 
attracted me. It was the great oilcloth factory which 
the painter Hothnagel had erected, — an expert artist, 
but one who by his mode of thought inclined more to 
manufacture than to art. In a very large space of 
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asparagus were planted and tended with great cart-. 
Scarcely a day passed in the tine season in wdiich uiy 
father did not go there ; and as on these occasions w'e 
might generally aceouipany him, we were pro’^ided 
with joy and delight frjm the earliest productions of 
spring to the Iasi of autumn. We now also acquired 
a knowledge of gardening matters, which, as they were 
repeated every year, heeaine in the end perfectly 
known and familiar to us. But, alter the manifold 
fruits of summer and autumn, the vintage at last was 
the most Kvely and the most desirable ; nay, tliere is 
no question, that as wine gives a freer character to the 
very places and districts w’here it is grown and drunk, 
so also do these vintage-days, while they close summer 
and at the same time open the winter, diffuse an 
incredible cheerfulness. Joy and jubilation pervade 
a whole district. In the daytime, huzzas and shout- 
ings are heard from every end and corner; and at 
night rockets and fire-balls, nowr here, now tliere, 
announce that the people, everywhere awake and lively, 
would willingly make this festival last as long as possi- 
ble. The subsequent labour at the wine-press, and 
during the fermentation in the cellar, gave us also a 
cheerful employment at home ; and thus we ordinarily 
reached winter without being properly aware of it. 

These rural possessions delighted us so much the 
more in the spring of 1763, as the 15th of February in 
that year was celebrated as a festival day, on account 
of the conclusion of the Hubertsburg peace, under the 
happy results of which the greater part of my life was 
to flow away. But, before I go farther, I think I am 
bound to mention some men who exerted an important 
influence on my youth. 

Yon Olenschlager, a member of the Frauensiein . 
family, a Sehofi, and son-in-law of the above-mentioned 
Doctor Orth, a liamisome, comfortable, sangiiiiie man. 
In Ms official holiday costume he could well have pr- 
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sonated the most important French prelate. Aft( 
academical course, he had employed himself in j 
cal and state affairs, and directed even his travc 
that end. He greatly esteemed me, and often 
versed with me on matters which chiefly interested 
I was with him when he wrote his Illustration 0 
Golden Bull,” when he managed to explain to me 
clearly the worth and dignity of that document, 
imagination was led back by it to those wild an( 
quiet times ; so that I could not forbear represe 
what he related historically, as if it were preser 
pictures of characters and circumstances, and oft( 
mimicry. In this he took great delight, and b; 
applause excited me to repetition. 

I had from childhood the singular habit of a] 
learning by heart the beginnings of books, anc 
divisions of a work, first of the five books of 1 
and then of the '' Mneid ” and Ovid’s Metamorph 
I now did the same thing with the Golden Bull, 
often provoked my patron to a smile, when I 
seriously and unexpectedly exclaimed, “ 07nne 
in se divisum desolabitur ; oiam ^rinci^es ejus 
sunt socii furum!' ^ The knowing man shook his 
smiling, and said doubtiugly, “ What times those 
have been, when, at a grand diet, the emperor had 
words published in the face of his princes ! ” 

There was a great charm in Von Olenschl 
society. He received little company, but was str 
inclined to intellectual amusement, and induc( 
young people from time to time to perform a plaj 
such exercises were deemed particularly useful t 
young. We acted Canute ” by Schlegel, in wMc 
part of the king was assigned to me, Elfrida to m; 
ter, and Ulfo to the younger son of the family. 

1 Every kingdom divided against itself shall be brought t( 
lation, for the princes thereof have become the associates < 
bers. — Trans. 
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then ventured on the '' Britannicus ; ” ^ for, besides our 
dramatic talents, we were to bring the language into 
practice. I took ISTero, my sister Agrippina, and the 
younger son Britannicus. We were more praised than 
we deserved, and fancied we had done it even beyond 
the amount of praise. Thus I stood on the best terms 
with this family, and have been indebted to them for 
many pleasures and a speedier development. 

Von Eeineck, of an old patrician family, able, honest, 
but stubborn, a meagre, swarthy man, whom I never 
saw smile. The misfortune befell him that his only 
daughter was carried off by a friend of the family. 
He pursued his son-in-law with the most vehement 
prosecution : and because the tribunals, with their 
formality, were neither speedy nor sharp enough to 
gratify his desire of vengeance, he fell out with them ; 
and there arose quarrel after quarrel, suit after suit. 
He retired completely into his own house and its ad- 
jacent garden, lived in a spacious but melancholy 
lower room, into which for many years no brush of a 
whitewasher, and perhaps scarcely the broom of a maid- 
servant, had found its way. He was very fond of me, 
and had especially commended to me his younger son. 
He many times asked his oldest friends, who knew 
how to humour him, his men of business and agents, 
to dine with him, and on these occasions never omitted 
inviting me. There was good eating and better drink- 
ing at his house. But a large stove, that let out the 
smoke from many cracks, caused his guests the great- 
est pain. One of the most intimate of these once ven- 
tured to remark upon this, by asking the host whether 
he could put up with such an inconvenience all the 
winter. He answered, like a second Timon or Heau- 
tontimoroumenos, “ Would to God this was the great- 
est evil of those which torment me 1 ” It was long 
before he allowed himself to be persuaded to see his 

1 Racine’s tracedv. — Trans. 



daughter and grandson. The son-in-law never again 
dared to come into his presence. 

On this excellent but unfortunate man my visits had 
a very favourable effect ; for while he liked to converse 
with me, and particularly instructed me on world and 
state affairs, he seemed to feel himself relieved and 
cheered. The few old friends who still gathered 
round him, often, therefore,- made use of me when they 
wished to soften his peevish humour, and persuade him 
to any diversion. He now really rode out with us 
many times, and again contemplated the country, on 
which he had not cast an eye for so many years. He 
called to mind the old landowners, and told stories of 
their characters and actions, in which he showed him- 
self always severe, but often cheerful and witty. We 
now tried also to bring him again among other men, 
which, however, nearly turned out badly. 

About the same age, if indeed not older, was one 
Herr von Malapert, a rich man, who possessed a very 
handsome house by the horse-market, and derived a 
good income from salt-pits. He also lived quite 
secluded; but in summer he was a great deal in his 
garden, near the Bockenheim gate, where he watched 
and tended a very fine plot of pinks. 

Von Keineck was likewise an amateur of pinks : the 
season of flowering had come, and suggestions were 
made as to whether these two could not visit each 
other. We introduced the matter, and persisted in it ; 
till at last Von Eeineck resolved to go out with us one 
Sunday afternoon. The greeting of the two old gentle- 
men was very laconic, indeed almost pantomimic ; and 
they walked up and down by the long pink frames with 
true diplomatic strides. The display was really extraor- 
dinarily beautiful : and the particular forms and colours 
of the different flowers, the advantages of one over the 
other, and their rarity, gave at last occasion to a sort of 
conversation which appeared to get quite friendly; at 



■wMch we others rejoiced the more because we saw the 
most precious old Ehine wine in cut decanters, fine 
fruits, and other good things spread upon a table in a 
neighbouring bower. But these, alas ! we were not to 
enjoy. For Von-Eeineck unfortunately saw a very fine 
pink with its head somewhat hanging down : he there- 
fore took the stalk near the calyx very cautiously be- 
tween his fore and middle fingers, and lifted the flower 
so that he could well inspect it. But even this gentle 
handhng vexed the owner. Von Malapert courteously, 
indeed,-, but stiffly enough, and somewhat self-com- 
placently, reminded him of the Oculis, non manihus} 
Yon Eeineck had already let go the flower, but at once 
took fire at the words, and said in his usual dry, 
serious manner, that it was quite consistent with an 
amateur to touch and examine them in such a manner. 
Whereupon he repeated the act, and took the flower 
again between his fingers. The friends of both parties 
— for Yon Malapert also had one present — were now 
in the greatest perplexity. They set one hare to catch 
another (that was our proverbial expression, when a 
conversation was to be interrupted, and turned to 
another subject), but it would not do ; the old gentle- 
man had become quite silent; and we feared every 
moment that Yon Eeineck would repeat the act, when 
it would be all over with us. The two friends kept 
their principals apart by occupying them, now here, 
now there, and at last we found it most expedient to 
make preparation for departure. Thus, alas ! we were 
forced to turn our backs on the inviting sideboard, yet 
unenjoyed. 

Hofrath Huesgen, not born in Frankfort, of the 
Eeformed^ rehgion, and therefore incapable of public 
oflice, including the profession of advocate, which, how- 

1 Eyes, not hands. — Trans. 

2 That is to say, he was a Calvinist, as distinguished from a 
Lutheran . — Trans. 



ever, because much confidence was placed in him 
excellent jurist, he managed to exercise quietly, 
in the Frankfort and the imperial courts, unde 
sumed signatures, was already sixty years old wl 
took writing-lessons with his son, and so came ini 
house. His figure was tall without being thin 
broad without corpulency. You could not look, fc 
first time, on his face, which was not only disfi| 
by smallpox, but deprived of an eye, without a 
hension. He always wore on his bald head a peri 
white bell-shaped cap, tied at the top with a ri 
His morning-gowns, of calamanco or damask, 
always very clean. He dwelt in a very cheerful 
of rooms on the ground-floor by the AlUe^ and 
neatness of everything about him corresponded 
this cheerfulness. The perfect arrangement oi 
papers, books, and maps produced a favourable im 
sion. His son, Heinrich Sebastian, afterward ki 
by various writings on art, gave little promise ii: 
youth. Good-natured but dull, not rude but blunt 
without any special liking for instruction, he rj 
sought to avoid the presence of his father, as he c 
get all he wanted from his mother. I, on the ( 
hand, grew more and more intimate with the old 
the more I knew of him. As he attended only t( 
portant cases, he had time enough to occupy and a] 
himself in another manner. I had not long freque 
his house, and heard his doctrines, before I could 
perceive that he stood in opposition to God and 
world. One of his favourite books was "" Agi 
de Vanitate Scientiarum,” which he especially < 
mended to me, and so set my young brains in a 
siderable whirl for a long time. In the happinej 
youth I was inclined to a sort of optimism, and 
again pretty well reconciled myself with God or 
gods ; for the experience of a series of years had ta 
me that there was much to counterbalance evil, 


one can well recover from misfortune, and that one 
may be saved from dangers and need not always break 
one’s neck. I looked with tolerance, too, on what men 
did and pursued, and found many things worthy of 
praise which my old gentleman could not by any means 
abide. Indeed, once when he had sketched the world 
to me, rather from t he distorted side, I observed from 
his appearance that he meant to close the game with 
an important trump-card. He shut tight his blind left 
eye, as he was wont to do in such cases, looked sharp 
out of the other, and said in a nasal voice, “Even in 
God I discover defects.” 

My Timonic mentor was also a mathematician ; but 
his practical turn drove him to mechanics, though he 
did not work himself. A clock, wonderful indeed in 
those days, which indicated, not only the days and 
hours, but the motions of the sun and moon, he caused 
to be made according to his own plan. On Sunday, 
about ten o’clock in the morning, he always wound it 
up himself ; which he could do the more regularly, as 
he never went to church. I never saw company nor 
guests at his house ; and only twice in ten years do I 
remember to have seen him dressed, and walking out 
of doors. 

My various conversations with these men were not 
insignificant, and each of them influenced me in his 
own way. From every one, I had as much attention as 
his own children, if not more ; and each strove to in- 
crease his delight in me as in a beloved son, while he 
aspired to mould me into his moral counterpart. 
Olenschlager would have made me a courtier, Von 
Eeineck a diplomatic man of business : both, the latter 
particularly, sought to disgust me with poetry and 
authorship. Huesgen wished me to be a Timon after 
his fashion, but, at the same time, an able jurisconsult, 
— a necessary profession, as he thought, with which 
one could, in a regular manner, defend one’s self and 
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friends against the rabble of mankind, succour the op- 
pressed, and, above all, pay off a rogue; though the 
last is neither especially practicable nor advisable. 

But if I liked to be at the side of these men to profit 
by their counsels and directions, younger persons, only 
a httle older than myself, roused me to immediate 
emulation. I name here, before all others, the brothers 
Schlosser and Griesbach. But as, subsequently, there 
arose between us greater intimacy, wliich lasted for 
many years uninterruptedly, I will only say, for the 
present, that they were then praised as being distin- 
guished in languages, and other studies which opened 
the academical course, and held up as models, and that 
everybody cherished the certain expectation that they 
would once do something uncommon in Church and 
state. 

With respect to myself, I also had it in my mind to 
produce something extraordinary ; but in what it was 
to consist was not clear. But as we are apt to look 
rather to the reward which may be received than to 
the merit which is to be acquired ; so, I do not deny, 
that if I thought of a desirable piece of good fortune, it 
appeared to me most fascinating in the shape of that 
laurel garland which is woven to adorn the poet. 
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Eveky bird has its decoy, and every man is led and 
misled in a way peculiar to himself. Nature, educa- 
tion, circumstances, and habit kept me apart from all 
that was rude ; and though I often came into contact 
with the lower classes of people, particularly mechanics, 
no close connection grew out of it. I had indeed 
boldness enough to undertake something uncommon 
and perhaps dangerous, and many times felt disposed 
to do so ; but I was without the handle by which to 
grasp and hold it. 

Meanwhile I was quite unexpectedly involved in an 
affair which brought me near to a great hazard, and at 
least for a long time into perplexity and distress. The 
good terms on which I before stood with the boy whom 
I have already named Pylades was maintained up to 
the time of my youth. We indeed saw each other 
less often, because our parents did not stand on the 
best footing with each other ; but, when we did meet, 
the old raptures of friendship broke out immediately. 
Once we met in the alleys wl^ich offer a very agreeable 
walk between the outer and inner gate of Saint Gallus. 
We had scarcely returned greetings when he said to 
me, hold to the same opinion as ever about your 
verses. Those which you recently communicated to 
me, I read aloud to some pleasant companions ; and 
not one of them will beheve that you have made 
them.’' “Let it pass,” I answered: “we will make 


“ There comes the unbeliever now,” added my friend. 
<"We will not speak of it,” I replied: ''what is the 
use of it ? one cannot convert them.” " By no means,” 
said my friend : " I cannot let the affair pass off in this 
way.” 

After a short, insignificant conversation, my young 
comrade, who was but too well disposed toward me, 
could not suffer the matter to drop, without saying to 
the other, with some resentment, " Here is my friend 
who made those pretty verses, for which you will not 
give him credit!” "He will certainly not take it 
amiss,” answered the other ; " for we do him an honour 
when we suppose that more learning is required to 
make such verses than one of his years can possess.” 
I rephed with something indifferent; but my friend 
continued, " It will not cost much labour to convince 
you. Give him any theme, and he will make you 
a poem on the spot.” I assented; we were agreed; 
and the other asked me whether I would venture to 
compose a pretty love-letter in rhyme, which a modest 
young woman might be supposed to write to a young 
man, to declare her inclination. "Nothing is easier 
than that,” I answered, "if I only had writing ma- 
terials.” He pulled out his pocket almanac, in which 
there were a great many blank leaves ; and I sat down 
upon a bench to write. They walked about in the 
meanwhile, but always kept me in sight. I immedi- 
ately brought the required situation before my mind, 
and thought how agreeable it must be if some pretty 
girl were really attached to me, and would reveal her 
sentiments to me, either in prose or verse. I therefore 
began my declaration with delight, and in a little while 
executed it in a flowing measure, between doggerel 
and madrigal, with the greatest possible naivete, and 
in such a way that the skeptic was overcome with 
admiration, and my friend with dehght. The request 
of the former to possess the poem I could the less 
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refuse, as it was written in Ms almanac ; and I lilted 
to see the documentary evidence of my capabilities in 
his hands. He departed with many assurances of 
admiration and respect, and wished for nothing more 
than that we should often meet ; so we settled soon to 
go together into the country. 

Our excursion actually took place, and was joined 
by several more young people, of the same rank. They 
were men of the middle, or, if you please, of the lower, 
class, who were not wanting in brains, and who, more- 
over, as they had gone through school, were possessed 
of various knowledge and a certain degree of culture. 
In a large, rich city, there are many modes of gaining 
a livelihood. These eked out a living by copying for 
the lawyers, and by advancing the chddren of the 
lower order more than is usual in common schools. 
With grown-up cMldren, who were about to be con- 
firmed, they went through the religious courses ; then, 
again, they assisted factors and merchants in some 
way, and were thus enabled to enjoy themselves fru- 
gally in the evenings, and particularly on Sundays and 
festivals. 

On the way there, while they Mghly extolled my 
love-letter, they confessed to me that they had made 
a very merry use of it ; viz., that it had been copied 
in a feigned hand, and, with a few pertinent allusions, 
had been sent to a conceited young man, who was now 
firmly persuaded that a lady to whom he had paid 
distant court was excessively enamoured of Mm, and 
sought an opportumty for closer acquaintance. They 
at the same time told me in confidence, that he desired 
nothing more now than to be able to answer her in 
verse ; but that neither he nor they were skilful enough, 
so that they earnestly solicited me to compose the 
much-desired reply. 

Mystifications are and will continue to be an amuse- 
ment for idle people, whether more or less ingenious. 
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A venial wickedness, a self-complacent malice, is an 
enjoyment for those who have neither resources in 
themselves nor a wholesome external activityo No 
age is quite exempt from such pruriences. We had 
often tricked each other in. our childish years: many 
sports turn upon mystification and trick. The present 
jest did not seem to me to go farther : I gave my 
consent. They imparted to me many particulars which 
the letter ought to contain, and we brought it home 
already finished. 

A little while afterward I was urgently invited, 
through my friend, to take part in one of the evening 
feasts of that society. The lover, he said, was wilhng 
to hear the expense on this occasion, and desired 
expressly to thank the friend who had shown himself 
so excellent a poetical secretary. 

We came together late enough, the meal was most 
frugal, the wine drinkable ; while, as for the conversa- 
tion, it turned almost entirely on jokes upon the young 
man, who was present, and certainly not very bright, 
and who, after repeated readings of the letter, almost 
beheved that he had written it himself. 

My natural good nature would not allow me to 
take much pleasure in such a malicious deception, and 
the repetition of the same subject soon disgusted me. 
I should certainly have passed a tedious evening, if an 
unexpected apparition had not revived me. On our 
arrival we found the table already neatly and orderly 
set, and sufficient wine served on it : we sat down and 
remained alone, without requiring further service. As 
there was, however, a scarcity of wine at last, one of 
them called for the maid; but, instead of the maid, 
there came in a girl of uncommon, and, when one saw 
her with all around her, of incredible, beauty. What 
do you desire ? ” she asked, after having cordially 
wished us a good evening: ^Hhe maid is ill in bed. 
Can I serve you 1 The wine is out,” said one : “ if 



you would fetch us a few bottles, it would be very 
kind/’ “Do it, Gretchen,”^ said another; “it is but 
a cat’s leap from here.” “ Why not ? ” she answered ; 
and, taking a few empty bottles from the table, she 
hastened out. Her form, as seen from behind, was 
almost more elegant. The little cap sat so neatly 
upon her little head, which a slender throat united 
very gracefully to her neck and shoulders. Everything 
about her seemed choice; and one could survey her 
whole form the more at ease, as one’s attention was no 
more exclusively attracted and fettered by the quiet, 
honest eyes and lovely mouth. I reproved my com- 
rades for sending the girl out alone at night, but they 
only laughed at me ; and I was soon consoled by her 
return, as the pubhcan lived only just across the way. 

Sit down with us, in return,” said one. She did so ; 
but, alas! she did not come near me. She drank a 
glass to our health, and speedily departed, advising us 
not to stay very long together, and not to be so noisy, 
as her mother was just going to bed. It was not, 
however, her own mother, but the mother of our hosts. 

The form of that girl followed me from that moment 
on every path; it was the first durable impression 
which a female being had made upon me: and as I 
could find no pretext to see her at home, and would 
not seek one, I went to church for love of her, and had 
soon traced out where she sat. Thus, during the long 
Protestant service, I gazed my fill at her. When the 
congregation left the church, I did not venture to ac- 
cost her, much less to accompany her, and was per- 
fectly delighted if she seemed to have remarked me 
and to have returned my greeting with a nod. Yet I 
was not long denied the happiness of approaching her. 
They had persuaded the lover, whose poetical secretary 
I had been, that the letter written in his name had 
been actually despatched to the lady, and had strained 

1 The diminutive of Margaret. — Teans. 


iKUin AiMJ 


Ijo 

to the utmost his expectations that an answer must 
come soon. This, also, I was to write ; and the wag- 
gish company entreated me earnestly, through Pylades, 
to exert all my wit and employ all my art, in order 
that this piece might be quite elegant and perfect. 

In the hope of again seeing my beauty, I immedi- 
ately set to work, and thought of everything that would 
be in the highest degree pleasing if Gretchen were writ- 
ing it to me. I thought I had composed everything 
so completely according to her form, her nature, her 
manner, and her mind, that I could not refrain from 
wishing that it were so in reahty, and lost myself in 
rapture at the mere thought that something similar 
could be sent from her to me. Thus I mystified my- 
self, while I intended to impose upon another; and 
much joy and much trouble was yet to arise out of 
the affair. When I was once more summoned, I had 
finished, promised to come, and did not fail at the 
appointed hour. There was only one of the young 
people at home ; Gretchen sat at the window spinning ; 
the mother was going to and fro. The young man 
desired that I should read it over to him: I did so, 
and read, not without emotion, as I glanced over the 
paper at the beautiful girl ; and when I fancied that I 
remarked a certain uneasiness in her deportment, and 
a gentle flush on her cheeks, I uttered better and with 
more animation that which I wished to hear from 
herself. The lover, who had often interrupted me 
with commendations, at last entreated me to make 
some alterations. These affected some passages which 
indeed were rather suited to the condition of Gretchen 
than to that of the lady, who was of a good family, 
wealthy, and known and respected in the city. After 
the young man had designated the desired changes, 
and had brought me an inkstand, but had taken leave 
for a short time on account of some business, I re- 
mained sitting on the bench against the wall, behind 



the large table, and essayed the alterations that were 
to he made, on the large slate, which almost covered 
the whole table, with a pencil that always lay in the 
window ; because upon this slate reckonings were often 
made, and various memoranda noted down, and those 
coming in or going out even communicated with each 
other. 

I had for awhile written different things and rubbed 
them out again, when I exclaimed impatiently, '•'It 
will not do ! ” “ So much the better,” said the dear 

girl in a grave tone : “ I wished that it might not do ! 
You should not meddle in such matters.” She arose 
from the distaff, and, stepping toward the table, gave 
me a severe lecture, with a great deal of good sense 
and kindliness. “The thing seems an innocent jest: 
it is a jest, but it is not innocent. I have already 
lived to see several cases, in which our young people, 
for the sake of such mere mischief, have brought them- 
selves into great difficulty.” “ But what shall I do ? ” 
I asked : “ the letter is written, and they rely upon me 
to alter it,” “Trust me,” she replied, “and do not 
alter it ; nay, take it back, put it in your pocket, go 
away, and try to make the matter straight through 
your friend. I will also put in a word ; for look you, 
though I am a poor girl, and dependent upon these 
relations, — who indeed do nothing bad, though they 
often, for the sake of sport or profit, undertake a good 
deal that is rash, — I have resisted them, and would 
not copy the first letter, as they requested. They 
transcribed it in a feigned hand ; and, if it is not other- 
wise, so may they also do with this. And you, a 
young man of good family, rich, independent, why will 
you allow yourself to be used as a tool in a business 
which can certainly bring no good to you, and may 
possibly bring much that is unpleasant?” It made 
me very happy to hear her speak thus continuously, 
for generally she introduced but few words into con- 
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versation. My lildng for her grew incredibly. I was 
not master of myself, and replied, I am not so inde- 
pendent as you suppose ; and of what use is wealth to 
me, when the most precious thing I can desire is 
wanting ? ” 

She had drawn my sketch of the poetic epistle 
toward her, and read it half aloud in a sweet and 
graceful manner. 

'' That is very pretty,” said she, stopping at a sort of 
nawe point ; '' but it is a pity that it is not destined 
for a real purpose.” ^'That were indeed very desir- 
able,” I cried ; “ and, oh 1 how happy must he be, who 
receives from a girl he infinitely loves, such an assur- 
ance of her affection.” “There is much required for 
that,” she answered, “and yet many things are pos- 
sible.” “ For example,” I continued, “ if any one who 
knew, prized, honoured, and adored you, laid such a 
paper before you, what would you do ? ” I pushed the 
paper nearer to her, which she had previously pushed 
back to me. She smiled, reflected for a moment, took 
the pen, and subscribed her name. I was beside my- 
self with rapture, jumped up, and was going to embrace 
her. “No kissing!” said she, “that is so vulgar; but 
let us love if we can.” I had taken up the paper, and 
thrust it into my pocket. “ No one shall ever get it,” 
said I : “ the affair is closed. You have saved me.” 
“Now complete the salvation,” she exclaimed, “and 
hurry off, before the others arrive, and you fall into 
trouble and embarrassment ! ” I could not tear myself 
away from her ; but she asked me in so kindly a man- 
ner, while she took my right hand in both of hers, and 
lovingly pressed it ! The tears stood in my eyes : I 
thought hers looked moist. I pressed my face upon 
her hands, and hastened away. Never in my life had 
I found myself in such perplexity. 

The first propensities to love in an uncorrupted 
youth take altogether a spiritual direction. Nature 


seems to desire that one sex may by the senses per- 
ceive goodness and beauty in the other. And thus to 
me, by the sight of this girl, — by my strong inclina- 
tion for her, — a new world of the beautiful and the 
excellent had arisen. I perused my poetical epistle a 
hundred times, gazed at the signature, kissed it, pressed 
it to my heart, and rejoiced in this amiable confession. 
But the more my transports increased, the more did it 
pain me not to be able to visit her immediately, and to 
see and converse with her again; for I dreaded the 
reproofs and importunities of her cousins. The good 
Pylades, who might have arranged the affair, I could 
not contrive to meet. The next Sunday, therefore, I 
set out for hTiederrad, where these associates generally 
used to go, and actually found them there. I was, 
however, greatly surprised, when, instead of behaving 
in a cross, distant manner, they came up to me with 
joyful countenances. The youngest particularly was 
very kind, took me by the hand, and said, You have 
lately played us a sorry trick, and we were very angry 
with you; but your absconding and taking away the 
poetical epistle has suggested a good thought to us, 
which otherwise might never have occurred. By way 
of atonement, you may treat us to-day ; and you shall 
learn at the same time the notion we have, which 
will certainly give you pleasure.” This harangue 
caused me no small embarrassment, for I had about 
me only money enough to regale myself and a friend : 
but to treat a whole company, and especially one which 
did not always stop at the right time, I was by no 
means prepared ; nay, the proposal astonished me the 
more, as they had always insisted, in the most honour- 
able manner, that each one should pay only his own 
share. They smiled at my distress ; and the youngest 
proceeded, “ Let us first take a seat in the bower, and 
then you shall learn more.” We sat down; and he 
said, '‘When you had taken the love-letter with you. 


we talied the whole affair over again, and came to 
a conclusion that we had gratnitonsly misused your 
talent to the vexation of others and our own danger, 
for the sake of a mere paltry love of mischief, when 
we could have employed it to the advantage of all of 
us. See, I have here an order for a wedding-poem, as 
well as for a dirge. The second must he ready im- 
mediately, the other can wait a week. ITow, if you 
make these, which is easy for you, you will treat us 
twice ; and we shall long remain your debtors.” This 
proposal pleased me in every respect ; for I had already 
in my childhood looked with a certain envy on the 
occasional poems,^ — of which then several circulated 
every week, and at respectable marriages especially 
came to light by the dozen, — because I thought I 
could make such things as well, nay, better than 
others. Now an opportunity was offered me to show 
myself, and especially to see myself in print. I did 
not appear disinclined. They acquainted me with the 
personal particulars and the position of the family : I 
went somewhat aside, made my plan, and produced 
some stanzas. However, when I returned to the com- 
pany, and the wine was not spared, the poem began to 
halt ; and I could not deliver it that evening. “ There 
is still time till to-morrow evening,” they said ; and we 
will confess to you that the fee which we receive for 
the dirge is enough to get us another pleasant evening 
to-morrow. Come to us; for it is but fair that 
Gretchen, too, should sup with us, as it was she prop- 
erly who gave us the notion.” My joy was unspeak- 
able. On my way home I had only the remaining 
stanzas in my head, wrote down the whole before I 
went to sleep, and the next morning made a very neat, 
fair copy. The day seemed infinitely long to me ; and 

^That is to say, a poem written for a certain occasion, as a 
wedding, funeral, etc. The German word is ^'‘GelegenhQitsqe-^ 
dic^. ” —Teans. 



scarcely was it dusk, than I found myself again 
in the narrow little dwelling beside the dearest of 
girls. 

The young people, with whom in this way I formed 
a closer and closer connection, were not exactly of a 
low, but of an ordinary, type. Their activity was com- 
mendable, and I hstened to them with pleasure when 
they spoke of the manifold ways and means by which 
one could gain a hving : above all, they loved to tell 
of people, now very rich, who had begun with nothing. 
Others to whom they referred had, as poor clerks, ren- 
dered themselves indispensable to their employers, and 
had finally risen to be their sons-in-law ; while others 
had so enlarged and improved a little trade in matches 
and the like, that they were now prosperous merchants 
and tradesmen. But above all, to young men who 
were active on their feet, the trade of agent and factor, 
and the undertaking of all sorts of commissions and 
charges for helpless rich men was, they said, a most 
profitable means of gaining a livelihood. We all lilted 
to hear this ; and each one fancied himself somebody, 
when he imagined, at the moment, that there was 
enough in him, not only to get on in the world, but to 
acquire an extraordinary fortune. But no one seemed 
to carry on this conversation more earnestly than 
Pylades, who at last confessed that he had an extraor- 
dinary passion for a girl, and was actually engaged to 
her. The circumstances of his parents would not 
allow him to go to universities ; but he had endeav- 
oured to acquire a fine handwriting, a knowledge of 
accounts and the modern languages, and would now 
do his best in hopes of attaining that domestic felicity. 
His fellows praised him for this, although they did not 
approve of a premature engagement ; and they added, 
that while forced to acknowledge him to be a fine, good 
fellow, they did not consider him active or enterprising 
enough to do anything extraordinary. While he, in 
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vindication of himself, circumstantially set forth what 
he thought himself fit for, and how he was going to 
begin, the others were also incited; and each one 
began to tell what he was now able to do, doing, or 
carrying on, what he had already accomplished, and 
what he saw immediately before him. The turn at 
last came to me. I was to set forth my course of life 
and prospects ; and, while I was considering, Pylades 
said, I make this one proviso, lest we be at too great 
a disadvantage, that he does not bring into the account 
the external advantages of his position. He should 
rather tell us a tale how he would proceed if at this 
moment he were thrown entirely upon his own re- 
sources, as we are.” 

Gretchen, who till this moment had kept on spin- 
ning, rose, and seated herself as usual at the end of 
the table. We had already emptied some bottles, 
and I began to relate the hypothetical history of my 
life in the best humour. " Pirst of all, then, I com- 
mend myself to you,” said I, " that you may continue 
the custom you have begun to bestow on me. If you 
gradually procure me the profit of all the occasional 
poems, and we do not consume them in mere feasting, 
I shall soon come to something. But then, you must 
not take it ill if I dabble also in your handicraft.” 
Upon this, I told them what I had observed in their 
occupations, and for which I held myself fit at any 
rate. Each one had previously rated his services in 
money, and I asked them to assist me also in complet- 
mg my establishment. Gretchen had listened to all 
hitherto very attentively, and that in a position which 
well suited her, whether she chose to hear or to speak. 
With both hands she clasped her folded arms, and 
rested them on the edge of the table. Thus she could 
sit a long while without moving anything but her 
head, which was never done without some occasion 
or meaning. She had several times put in a word, 
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and helped us on over this and that, when we 
in our projects, and then was again still and c 
usual. I kept her in my eye, and it may 
be supposed that I had not devised and uttei 
plan without reference to her. My passion 
gave to what I said such an air of truth and pi 
ity, that, for a moment, I deceived myself, in 
myself as lonely and helpless as my story su 
and felt extremely happy in the prospect of pos 
her. Pylades had closed his confession with me 
and the question arose among the rest of us, v 
our plans went as far as that. I have not tl 
doubt on that score,” said I; “for properly a 
necessary to every one of us, in order to pres 
home, and enable us to enjoy as a whole, w' 
rake together abroad in such an odd way.” 
made a sketch of a wife, such as I wished; 
must have turned out strangely if she had not 
perfect counterpart of Gretchen. 

The dirge was consumed; the epithalamiui 
stood beneficially at hand: I overcame all fe 
care, and contrived, as I had many acquaintai 
conceal my actual evening entertainments frc 
family. To see and to be near the dear girl w; 
an indispensable condition of my being. The 
had grown just as accustomed to me, and w 
almost daily together, as if it could not be otl 
Pylades had, in the meantime, introduced his £ 
into the house ; and this pair passed many an e 
with us. They, as bride and bridegroom, thou^ 
very much in the bud, did not conceal their 
ness : Gretchen’s deportment toward me wa 
suited to keep me at a distance. She gave he 
to no one, not even to me ; she allowed no 
yet she many times seated herself near me, ] 
larly when I wrote, or read aloud, and then, 
her arm familiarly upon my shoulder, she looke 
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the book or paper. If, however, I ventured to take 
on a similar liberty with her, she withdrew, and did 
not return very soon. This position she often re- 
peated ; and, indeed, ah her attitudes and motions' were 
very uniform, but always equally becoming, beautiful, 
and charming. But such a familiarity I never saw 
her practise toward anybody else. 

One of the most innocent, and, at the same time, 
amusing, parties of pleasure in which I engaged with 
different companies of young people, was this, — that 
we seated ourselves in the Hbchst market-ship; ob- 
served the strange passengers packed away in it, and 
bantered and teased, now this one, now that, as pleas- 
ure or caprice prompted. At Hochst we got out at 
the time when the market-boat from Mainz arrived. 
At a hotel there, was a weh-spread table, where the 
better sort of travellers, coming and going, ate with 
each other, and then proceeded, each on his way, as 
both ships returned. Every time, after dining, we 
sailed up to Frankfort, having, with a very large 
company, made the cheapest water-excursion that was 
possible. Once I had undertaken this journey with 
Gretchen's cousins, when a young man joined us at 
table in Hochst, who might be a little older than we 
were. They knew him, and he got himself introduced 
to me. He had something very pleasing in his 
manner, though he was not otherwise distinguished. 
Coming from Mainz, he now went back with us to 
Frankfort, and conversed with me of everything that 
related to the internal arrangements of the city, and 
the public of&ces and places, on which he seemed 
to me to be very weU informed. When we separated, 
he bade me farewell, and added, that he wished I 
might think well of him, as he hoped on occasion 
to avail himself of my recommendation. I did not 
know what he meant by this, but the cousins en- 
lightened me some days after. They spoke weU of 



RELATING TO MY LIFE 


i8S 

him, and asked me to intercede with my grandfather, 
as a moderate appointment was just now vacant, 
which this friend would like to. obtain. I at first 
wished , to be excused, as I had never .meddled in 
such affairs; but they went on urging me until I 
resolved to do it. I had already many times remarked, 
that in these grants of offices, .which unfortunately 
were regarded as matters of favour, the mediation of 
my grandmother or an aunt, had not been without 
effect. I was now so advanced as to arrogate some 
influence to myself. For that reason, to gratify my 
friends, who declared themselves under every sort of 
obligation for such a kindness, I overcame the timidity 
of a grandchild, and undertook to deliver a written 
application that was handed in to me. 

One Sunday, after dinner, while my grandfather was 
busy in his garden, all the more because autumn was 
approaching, and I tried to assist him on every side, 
I came forward with my request and the petition, 
after some hesitation. He looked at it, and asked me 
whether I knew the young man. I told him in gen- 
eral terms what was to be said, and he let the matter 
rest there. '"If he has merit, and, moreover, good 
testimonials, I will favour him for your sake and his 
own.” He said no more, and for a long while I heard 
nothing of the matter. 

For some time I had observed that Gretchen was no 
longer spinning, but instead was employed in sewing, 
and that, too, on very fine work, which surprised me 
the more, as the days were already shortening, and 
winter was coming on, I thought no further about 
it ; only it troubled me that several times I had not 
found her at home in the morning as formerly, and 
could not learn, without importunity, whither she had 
gone. Yet I was destined one day to be surprised in 
a very odd manner. My sister, who was getting 
herself ready for a ball, asked me to fetch her some 
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so-called Italian flowers, at a fashionable m 
They were made in convents, and were sn 
pretty: myrtles especially, dwarf-roses, and t 
came out quite beautifully and naturally. I 
the favour, and went to the shop where I hi 
with her often already. Hardly had I entei 
greeted the proprietress, than I saw sitting 
window a lady, who, in a lace cap, looked ver; 
and pretty, and in a silk mantilla seemed ve 
shaped. I could easily recognise that she 
assistant, for she was occupied in fastening £ 
and feathers upon a hat. The milliner sho^ 
the long box with single flowers of various £ 
looked them over, and, as I made my choice, 
again toward the lady in the window ; but h( 
was my astonishment when I perceived an ir 
similarity to Gretchen, nay, was forced to 
vinced at last that it was Gretchen hersel 
could I doubt any longer, when she winked \ 
eyes, and gave me a sign that I must not 
our acquaintance- I now, with my choosi 
rejecting, drove the milliner into despair me 
even a lady could have done. I had, in 
choice; for I was excessively confused, and 
same time hked to linger, because it kept me : 
girl, whose disguise annoyed me, though in i 
guise she appeared to me more enchanting tl 
Finally the milliner seemed to lose aU patie: 
with her own hands selected for me a whole ‘ 
full of flowers, which I was to place before m 
and let her choose for herself. Thus I ws 
were, driven out of the shop, she sending 
in advance by one of her girls. 

Scarcely had I reached home than my fathe 
me to be called, and communicated to me the 
now quite certain that the Archduke Joseph v 
elected and crowned Eling of Rome. An ( 


highly important was not to be expected without prep- 
aration, nor allowed to pass with mere gaping and 
staring. He wished, therefore, he said, to go through 
with me the election and coronation diaries of the two 
last coronations, as well as through the last capitula- 
tions of election, in order to remark what new condi- 
tions might be added in the present instance. The 
diaries were opened, and we occupied ourselves with 
them the whole day till far into the night ; while the 
pretty girl, sometimes in her old house-dress, some- 
times in her new costume, ever hovered before me, 
backwards and forwards among the most august ob- 
jects of the Holy Eoman Empire. This evening it 
was impossible to see her, and I lay awake through 
a very restless night. The study of yesterday was the 
next day zealously resumed ; and it was not till toward 
evening that I found it possible to visit my fair one, 
whom I met again in her usual house-dress. She 
smiled when she saw me, but I did not venture to 
mention anything before the others. When the whole 
company sat quietly together again, she began, and 
said, It is unfair that you do not confide to our friend 
what we have lately resolved upon.” She then con- 
tinued to relate, that after our late conversation, in 
which the discussion was how any one could get on 
in the world, something was also said of the way in 
which a woman could enhance the value of her talent 
and labour, and advantageously employ her time. The 
cousin had consequently proposed that she should 
make an experiment at a milliner's, who was just then 
in want of an assistant. They had, she said, arranged 
with the woman : she went there so many hours a day, 
and was well paid ; but she would there be obliged, for 
propriety’s sake, to conform to a certain dress, which, 
however, she left behind her every time, as it did not 
at all suit her other modes of hfe and employment. I 
was indeed set at rest by this declaration ; but it did 



not quite please me to know that the pretty girl was in 
a pubhc shop, and at a place where the fashionable 
world found a convenient resort. But I betrayed noth- 
ing, and strove to work off my jealous care in silence. 
For this the younger cousin did not allow me a long 
time, as he once more came forward with a proposal 
for an occasional poem, told me aU the personalities, 
and at once desired me to prepare myself for the in- 
vention and disposition of the work. He had spoken 
with me several times already concerning the proper 
treatment of such a theme ; and, as I was voluble in 
these cases, he readily asked me to explam to him, cir- 
cumstantially, what is rhetorical in these things, to give 
him a notion of the matter, and to make use of my 
own and others’ labours in this kind for examples. 
The young man had some brains, but not a trace of a 
poetical vein ; and now he went so much into particu- 
lars, and wished to have such an account of everything, 
that I gave utterance to the remark, “ It seems as if 
you wanted to encroach upon my trade, and take away 
my customers I ” I will not deny it,” said he, smil- 
ing, as I shall do you no harm by it. This will only 
continue to the time when you go to the university, and 
tni then you must allow me still to profit something 
by your society.” Most cordially,” I replied ; and I 
encouraged him to draw out a plan, to choose a metre 
according to the character of his subject, and to do 
whatever else might seem necessary. He went to 
work in earnest, but did not succeed. I was in the 
end compelled to rewrite so much of it, that I could 
more easily and better have written it all from the 
beginning myself. Yet this teaching and learning, 
this mutual labour, afforded us good entertainment. 
Gretchen took part in it, and had many a pretty 
notion ; so that we were all pleased, we may, indeed, 
say happy. During the day she worked at the mil- 
liner’s : in the evenings we generally met together, and. 



our contentment was not even disturbed when at last 
the commissions for occasional poems began to leave 
off. Still we felt hurt once, when one of them came 
back under protest, because it did not suit the party 
who ordered it. We consoled ourselves, however, as 
we considered it our very best work, and could, there- 
fore, declare the other a bad judge. The cousin, who 
was determined to learn something at any rate, resorted 
to the expedient of inventing problems, in the solution 
of which we always found amusement enough ; but, as 
they brought in nothing, our little banquets had to be 
much more frugally managed. 

That great pohtical object, the election and corona- 
tion of a King of Eome, was pursued with more and 
more earnestness. The assembling of the electoral 
college, originally appointed to take place at Augsburg 
in the October of 1763, was now transferred to Frank- 
fort ; and both at the end of this year and in the begin- 
ning of the next, preparations went forward which 
should usher in this important business. The begin- 
ning was made by a parade never yet seen by us. 
One of our chancery officials on horseback, escorted 
by four trumpeters likewise mounted, and surrounded 
by a guard of infantry, read in a loud, clear voice at 
all the corners of the city, a prolix edict, which an- 
nounced the forthcoming proceedings, and exhorted the 
citizens to a becoming deportment suitable to the cir- 
cumstances. The council was occupied with weighty 
considerations ; and it was not long before the imperial 
quartermaster, despatched by the hereditary grand 
marshal, made his appearance, in order to arrange and 
designate the residences of the ambassadors and their 
suites, according to the old custom. Our house lay in 
the Palatine district, and we had to provide for a new 
but agreeable billeting. The middle story, which 
Count Thorane had formerly occupied, was given up 
to a cavalier of the Palatinate; and as Baron von 


Konigsthal, the Nuremberg charge-d' affaires^ occupied 
the upper floor, we were still more crowded than in 
the time of the French. This served me as a new 
pretext for being out of doors, and to pass the greater 
part of the day in the streets, that I might see all that 
was open to public view. 

After the preliminary alteration and arrangement of 
the rooms in the town-house had seemed to us worth 
seeing ; after the arrival of the ambassadors one after 
another, and their first solemn ascent in a body, on the 
6th of February, had taken place, — we admired the 
coming in of the imperial commissioners, and their 
ascent also to the Romer, which was made with gre^^t 
pomp. The dignified person of the Prince of Lichten- 
stein made a good impression; yet connoisseurs main- 
tained that the showy hveries had already been used 
on another occasion, and that this election and corona- 
tion would hardly equal in brilliancy that of Charles 
the Seventh. We younger folks were content with 
what was before our eyes : all seemed to us very fine, 
and much of it perfectly astonishing. 

The electoral congress was fixed at last for the 3d 
of March. New formalities again set the city in 
motion, and the alternate visits of ceremony on the 
part of the ambassadors kept us always on our legs. 
We were, moreover, compelled to watch closely; as 
we were not only to gape about, but to note every- 
thing well, ia order to give a proper report at home, 
and even to make out many little memoirs, on which 
my father and Herr von Konigsthal had dehberated, 
partly for our exercise and partly for their own in- 
formation. And certainly this was of peculiar advan- 
tage to me ; as I was enabled very tolerably to keep a 
hving election and coronation diary, as far as regarded 
externals. 

The person who first of aU made a durable impres- 
sion upon me was the chief ambassador from the elect- 


orate of Mainz, Baron von Erthal, afterward elector. 
Without having anything striking in his figure, he was 
always highly pleasing to me in his black gown 
trimmed with lace. The second ambassador, Baron 
von Groschlag, was a well-formed man of the world, 
easy in his exterior, but conducting himself with great 
decorum. He everywhere produced a very agreeable 
impression. Prince Esterhazy, the Bohemian envoy, 
was not tall, though well formed, lively, and at the 
same time eminently decorous, without pride or cold- 
ness. I had a special liking for him, because he re- 
minded me of Marshal de Broglio. Yet the form and 
dignity of these excellent persons vanished, in a cer- 
tain degree, before the prejudice that was entertained 
in favour of Baron von Plotho, the Brandenburg ambas- 
sador. This man, who was distinguished by a certain 
parsimony, both in his own clothes and in his liveries 
and equipages, had been greatly renowned, from the 
time of the Seven Years’ War, as a diplomatic hero. 
At Eatisbon, when the notary April thought, in the 
presence of witnesses, to serve him with the declara- 
tion of outlawry which had been issued against his 
king, he had, with the laconic exclamation, “What I 
you serve ? ” thrown him, or caused him to be thrown, 
down-stairs. We believed the first, because it pleased 
us best ; and we could readily believe it of the little 
compact man, with his black, fiery eyes glancing here 
and there. All eyes were directed toward him, par- 
ticularly when he alighted. There arose every time a 
sort of joyous whispering ; and but httle was wanting 
to a regular explosion, or a shout of “ Vivat ! Bravo 1 ” 
So high did the king, and all who were devoted to him, 
body and soul, stand in favour with the crowd, among 
whom, besides the Frankforters, were Germans from 
all parts. 

On the one hand these things gave me much pleas- 
ure ; as all that took place, no matter of what nature 



it might be, concealed a certain meaning, indic; 
some internal relation : and sucli symbolic ceremo 
again, for a moment, represented as living the 
Empire of Germany, almost choked to death bj 
many parchments, papers, and books. But, on 
other hand, I could not suppress a secret displeas 
when at home, I had, on behalf of my father, to t 
scribe the internal transactions, and at the same 1 
to remark that here several powers, which balai 
each other, stood in opposition, and only so far agi 
as they designed to limit the new ruler even i 
than the old one ; that every one valued his influ' 
only so far as he hoped to retain or enlarge liis p 
leges, and better to secure his independence. Naj 
this occasion they were more attentive than va 
because they began to fear Joseph the Second, 
vehemence, and probable plans. 

With my grandfather and other members of 
council, whose families I used to visit, this was 
pleasant time, they had so much to do with mee 
distinguished guests, complimenting, and the deh 
of presents. No less had the magistrate, both in 
eral and in particular, to defend himself, to resist, 
to protest, as every one on such occasions desire 
extort something from him, or burden him with s( 
thing ; and few of those to whom he appeals sup 
him, or lend him their aid. In short, all that I 
read in ''Lersnefs Chronicle” of similar incidenti 
similar occasions, with admiration of the patience 
perseverance of those good old councilmen, came 
more vividly before my eyes. 

Many vexations arise also from this, that the ci 
gradually overrun with people, both useful and r 
less. In vain are the courts reminded, on the pa 
the city, of prescriptions of the Golden Bull, ; 
indeed, obsolete. Not only the deputies with ‘ 
attendants, but many persons of rank, and others 
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forced to undertake many dangerous affairs : the 
of strangers increased, and it became more an( 
diflScult to find lodgings for them. Nor was 
unanimity as to the limits of the different preci 
the electors. The magistracy wished to keep fr 
citizens the burdens which they were not bo 
bear ; and thus day and night there were liourlj 
ances, redresses, contests, and misunderstandings 
The entrance of the Elector of Mainz occin 
the 21st of May. Then began the cannon adiii; 
which for a long time we were often to be de 
This solemnity was important in the series of c 
nies; for all the men wliom we had hithert* 
high as they were in rank, were still only s 
nates: but here appeared a sovereign, an 
prince, the first after tlie emperor, pr(U‘,edecl and 
panied by a large retinue worthy of himself, 
pomp which marked his entrance 1 should have 
to tell, if I did not purpose returning to it he 
and on an occasion wliieli no one could easily gi 
What I refer to is tliis: the same day liava 
his return home from Eerlin, (*-ame through Fra 
and saw the solemnity. Now, though such r 
formalities could not have the least valiui for hi: 
procession, with its display and all its acce 
might have been distimfly imprcissed on hii 
lively imagination; for many y(^a,rs alferward, 
this eminent but singular man showed nu‘, a j: 
paraphrase of, I heliev(;, the Ihnahition of St. J 
discovered the (mtrauce of Antichrist C4)pitul, s 
step, figure hy liguni, cinuimstaaice by <‘.irc.um 
from the mitramu^ of the Khuior of Mainz into 
fort, in such a nuinner, too, Unit (‘.vcm tlu*. tas^ 
the heads of tlie dun-colounul horses wc‘.n‘ not 
ing. More can l)e said on this ]>oint wlum 1 rc.;i 
epoch of that strung(i kind of potdry ])y which 
supposed that the myths of the Old and Ni‘.w 


st)'!r, iunt rlotliinl with tin* vrst. tiH’lit.'H ttf prt*st*ut Iih% 
whi‘i!irr lif •-inij<It‘. Utav tins ninth* t»f trnut- 

ntt'iit ‘^r.i-tliLiU) nhtaiiii'ii favtuir will In* likt*wi:-4' tlis- 
rus::rti liiTtMlIrr; \ ri I utas ht*n‘ aimj.»!y n*uiark, that 
it t’nulil an! wrli !m‘ rarnfil hnlliiT than it^ was hy 
Lavafrr aial hia ruiulat • «> ih* t»f tlirsi* IniviiiLt ih*» 
hrrihrtl lia* Imly kiny-. ritiiu't into la*ihh‘hnm in 

tnu’h iiaHhaa forna that thn prianr;”, anti |,rautli*iiH*n 
whnia I,ava,t*a- ir-tni in vi:4t Wi*n* lint tt» In* Uii,st,akt*n 

flit* |»rra«ais. 

\Vr wilk th»*ii, ft‘r tin* |»n‘Si*iit, allnw tin* hUnatair 
i‘aiinrin .hr;r|.h In «*sil»T tlu* < ‘t>inin»stt*!lt» ini'{>nnilt% 
a«» In |tt'ak. aiai turn t‘» tlrnlrhaiu vUnun, ju.4 a:» tin* 
t'r»»wii wa . tl: pnr in*% I in tin* urawh, antnuii- 

juimnii l*y rUa«ir i anti hia mi4n* thu thrut* nnvv 
arruuny, In !»r i.ir-.*-| <arahlt*. \Vt* hati :>:»'ar<’f*ly anna' 
U|> it* ainii t4htu* ainl r\» hany,aii .‘Ut-rt iny,-<, than it wa.» 
uyrutnl that wi* alinuhl paas thu rvuniny inyt-tiinr; aiul 
t ka|‘i tin* apjHiiut iiM*ut puntiually. 'I'lu* u ual tami’ 
j»Htiy usn**ni!»l»*«i ; ami ua«'h au»* hatl .‘■unantliitiy to 
rt’latu, ttiaa\.»>r to remark, ln»w otn* Inni Ih'i’u moat 
atruak hy ihia thiny, an4 amtlhur hy that. '* Vtuir 

aporrln* i," raat ttmlfhou at la:.t, m<* uvun 

luorr ih.ui tho ovrnl.'j of ih»‘ lima tlM*ina»*lvr.i. Wluit 
I ftavo -ifoii i rannot. inak** out, uml ahouhl vrry murli 
Ilk** to know what a yinut th-al *4’ it moans.*' 1 rophoil 
f!ia! If wa-i t*aay for mo (<* r«'mh’r lior this .sorvioo. Sho. 
liati only !** aay what parti»mlarly intorostotl hor. 'riiia 
slit* «li4 ; amk u'4 I wa*^ alnait t<* o\plain Hiuno points, it 
w.i'j foumi tliat it Woukl ho hott«*r to prorotnl in orhor. 
I not uir4u!lully oouipafoil tht*''n* :iols*mnitioM ami tumo 
finii 5 to a p!a\', in whioh tho ourtaiii was lot tiown at 
will, wish* tin* a^iof j pla\«'*l on, aaitl was thou rai..***! 
los.uii. .'I fh.i! tl.o onuid onor nioro, to anmo 

p.ut in tiio a'iiou. Ik-iny \s“i-y ta.liva.tivo 


when I was allowed ray own way, I related the whole, 
from the beginning down to the time present, in the 
best order, and, to make the subject of my discourse 
more apparent, did not fail to use the pencil and the 
large slate. Being only slightly interrupted by some 
questions and obstinate assertions of the others, I 
brought my discourse to a close, to the general satis- 
faction; while Gretchen, by her unbroken attention, 
had highly encouraged me. At last she thanked me, 
and envied, as she said, all who were informed of the 
affairs of this world, and knew how this and that 
came about and what it signified. She wished she 
were a boy, and managed to acknowledge, with much 
kindness, that she was indebted to me for a great deal 
of instruction. '' If I were a boy,” said she, we would 
learn something good together at the university.” The 
conversation continued in this strain : she definitively 
resolved to take instruction in Trench, of the absolute 
necessity of winch she had become well aware in the 
milliner’s shop. I asked her why she no longer went 
there; for during the latter times, not being able to 
go out much in the evening, I had often passed the 
shop during the day for her sake, merely to see her 
for a moment. She explained that she had not liked 
to expose herself there in these unsettled times. As 
soon as the city returned to its former condition, she 
intended to go there again. 

Then the impending day of election was the topic of 
conversation. I contrived to tell, at length, what was 
going to happen, and how, and to support my demon- 
strations in detail by drawings on the tablet ; for I had 
the place of conclave, with its altars, thrones, seats, and 
chairs, perfectly before my mind. We separated at the 
proper time, and in a particularly comfortable frame of 
mind. 

Tor, with a young couple who are in any degree 
harmoniously formed by nature, nothing can conduce 




All that had hitherto taken place was tolerably 
modern: the highest and high personages moved 
about only m coaches, but now we were going to see 
them in the primitive manner on horseback. The con- 
course and rush were extraordinary. I managed to 
squeeze myself into the Eomer, wliich I knew as 
familiarly as a mouse does the private corn-loft, till 
I reached the main entrance, before which the electors 
and ambassadors, who had first arrived in their state 
coaches, and had assembled above, were now to mount 
their horses. The stately, well-trained steeds were 
covered with richly laced housings, and ornamented in 
every way. The Elector Emeric Joseph, a handsome, 
portly man, looked well on horseback. Of the other 
two I remember less, excepting that the red princes’ 
mantles, trimmed with ermine, which we had been 
accustomed to see only in pictures before, seemed to 
us very romantic in the open air. The ambassadors 
of the absent temporal electors, with their Spanish 
dresses of gold brocade, embroidered over with gold, 
and trimmed with gold lace, likewise did our eyes 
good ; and the large feathers particularly, that waved 
most splendidly from the hats, which were cocked in 
the antique style. But what did not please me were 
the short modern breeches, the white silk stockings, 
and the fashionable shoes. We should have liked 
half-boots, — gilded as much as they pleased, — 
sandals, or something of the kind, that we might 
have seen a more consistent costume. 

In deportment the Ambassador von Plotho again 
distinguished himself from all the rest. He appeared 
lively and cheerful, and seemed to have no great re- 
pect for the whole ceremony. Eor when his front- 
man, an elderly gentleman, could not leap immediately 
on his horse, and he was therefore forced to wait some 
time in the grand entrance, he did not refrain from 
laughing, till his own horse was brought forward, upon 
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dazzled by it. But now our expectation was stretched 
to the utmost, as it was said that the emperor and the 
future king were approaching the city. At a little 
distance from Sachsenhausen, a tent had been erected 
in which the entire magistracy remained, to show the 
appropriate honour, and to proffer the keys of the city 
to the chief of the empire. Farther out, on a fair, 
spacious plain, stood another, a state pavilion, whither 
the whole body of electoral princes and ambassadors 
repaired; while their retinues extended along the 
whole way, that gradually, as their turns came, they 
might again move toward the city, and enter properly 
into the procession. By this time the emperor reached 
the tent, entered it ; and the princes and ambassadors, 
after a most respectful reception, withdrew, to facilitate 
the passage of the chief ruler. 

We who remained in the city, to admire this pomp 
within the walls and streets sthl more than could have 
been done in the open fields, were very well entertained 
for awhile by the barricade set up by the citizens in 
the lanes, by the throng of people, and by the various 
jests and improprieties which arose, till the ringing of 
bells and the thunder of cannon announced to us the 
immediate approach of majesty. What must have been 
particularly grateful to a Frankforter was, that on this 
occasion, in the presence of so many sovereigns and 
their representatives, the imperial city of Frankfort also 
appeared as a little sovereign : for her equerry opened 
the procession ; chargers with armorial trappings, upon 
which the white eagle on a red field looked very fine, 
followed him ; then came attendants and officials, drum- 
mers and trumpeters, and deputies of the council, ac- 
companied by the clerks of the council, in the city 
livery, on foot. Immediately behind these were the 
three companies of citizen cavalry, very well mounted, 
— the same that we had seen from our youth, at the 
reception of the escort, and on other public occasions. 


Ri*:i,AriNci ro my life 
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\\ i‘ rrjttin-ti in n^ir j‘art irijintinn of |,hn honunr, iiiul in 
tnir tint* huiuirmi lht>iihaiitltli part of a aovomignty whioli 
nt»W' app»‘arf‘d in its lull hrilliancy. ^Fho (liOVmnt trains 
of tin* InTtMlitary iiuporiul marshal, atul of iht* onvttjs 
drpulotl hy th»‘ si \ temporal ohsloi's, niarohoil ufl(*r 
tliosr ;sti'p hy -aop. Ntaa* <*f them otaisisloii <jf Itsss 
tinin twfiiiy at 11‘niiaul and t wo .stat o oanaa<ios^ — sona.*, 
ov«*ii, of a. iniiuhrr, d’ho rflinin* <tf tlu* spiritual 

I’lortMi t wa » »*\or <*n tla* ua roast*, thoir servants an<l 
dttnie 4 i*- t>liirer ‘ s»*enjed umuiuerahh* : tin* Flecdor (‘f 
.tiai |}i«‘ I‘de» tor t»i dVe\t’-< lutd aluivt* tvvt‘nt\ 
: 4 at e t .u ! iano <. aial the ifiertnr <if Main/, (piite as nmn\ 
al«iiie. 1 he ■ri\ant . hoth <*n lnas<*haek and on foot, 
weo- el*.ih«’d !ia* t splendidly throtiphoiit ; the lord.s in 
the » ipiij a s . piutna! and temporal, had not omitted 
to a.pp* .0 n. lil\ ajid Vf'neiahl\ ilressi'd, aiut adorned 

uifli .1.11 fis- ha.d’S' . »a t heir » *j dors, d'ht* train <»f his 

aiipe!i,;d majesty liow. a--^ was lit, ■■,ui'pa.s::-ed all the re.st,. 
'Idle lleiinn' llia.-'ler-., the teti hor .e:., the etpupape:;. t he- 
ehahno’ks and eapan 'ons, aCtra'Ieti rverv «‘ve ; and 
tin* .si\fei*n ’'i|\ hoi'U' pala wao;on"; of the imperial 
t'ha fiiherlaiir a pnv\ e.aineillors, Innh rhaiid»erlain, hip.h 
.sleward'i, and hndf e^pn-rry, ejo’-ed. w it li p.r<*nt pomp, 
divr-aon of the pioefrdon, \i,hirli, in spite iif its 
mapinfiis-iire .uid e\ten{, was .'a ill only to In* tin* 

fhil now^ the liin* he«*ame eoneentrated more and 
in«»re, while file tlremty ami parade kept on iin’insssinip 
For 111 file njid ’4 of a elio'ien e-*eor{ of tlndf own domes- 
tie a! leipiaiit ‘ 5 , l!ie mo -4 o| tlnuu on toot, jind a. h*w on 
lioi'-.ie|.,iirk, appeared the eleetoral undae'saiiors, as well 
a.-', file elerfMr.-t in pet':-H«n. in asi'eiaiini.t oialer, eueh one 
in a iii.esiiifieeiit ? 4 ate isirnaoe. Immediately htdiiinl 
th»' Flesfor i»f Maim-s ten imp»*ria! footmen, one and 
foii\ Li,rk,-\ mid en,dit J announred their 



majesties. The most magnificent state carriage, 
nislied even at the back part with an entire windc 
plate glass, ornamented with paintings, lacquer, c£ 
work, and gilding, covered with red embroidered v 
on the top and inside, allowed us very convenient 
behold the emperor and king, the long-desired b 
in all their glory. The procession was led a lon£ 
cuitous route, partly from, necessity, that it migl 
able to unfold itself, and partly to render it visit 
the great multitude of people. It had passed thr 
Sachsenhausen, over the bridge, up the Fahrgasse, 
down the Zeile, and turned toward the inner 
through the Katharinenpforte, formerly a gate, 
since the enlargement of the city, an open thorc 
fare. Here it had been happily considered that, 
series of years, the external grandeur of the work 
gone on expanding, both in height and breadth. 1 
ure had been taken ; and it was found that the pr 
imperial state carriage could not, without strikii 
carved work and other outward decorations, get thi 
this gateway, through which so many princes anc 
perors had gone backward and forward. They de 
the matter, and, to avoid an inconvenient circu 
solved to take up the pavements, and to contr 
gentle descent and ascent. With the same view, 
had also removed all the projecting eaves fron 
shops and booths in the street, that neither crow 
eagle nor the genii should receive any shock or ii 
Eagerly as we directed our eyes to the high pt 
ages when this precious vessel with such precious 
tents approached us, we could not avoid turning 
looks upon the noble horses, their harness, an 
embroidery; but the strange coachmen and outi 
both sitting on the horses, particularly struck us. 
looked as if they had come from some other nati< 
even from another world, with their long blacl 
yellow velvet coats, and their caps with large p! 


id iVatlirrs. uft«*r tin* iuijHTial vaxul fusliiiHi. Xuv\ tlir 
ln‘<*aiut.‘ su {Inn.sr that it waa iui tiMli;-> 
tiiijiuiNli UiiM'h liiun*. 'rin* Swiss ’‘Uartl on Imth siiltss 
of lla* oa,rria.;n* ; (iio hnv<iitary inarslial tin* 

Sa\oi.i s\v*>r 4 ujjward.-. iu his !-i;‘ht' ha.utl ; tin* tioid-iuar- 
slial'a as hsaioT-s of tin* iuiporial yaiard. iH*hiiid 

tlio ra,rnais* ; iho ini|M-rial pasa'a iu a ; iuid, tiiially. 

tlio iiiipmal hor.- 0'r*;uard i lhit:,rhit rj^t ) itradf, in hlaok 
\»-l\s‘t frork.'^ { hlihjfl with all tho soaiiis t‘d‘,;od 
Willi *a»lik vuidor w hioh wrro ro«l «’oat,. and h'alht*r* 
i-oloiirod i'auiis“lr.i, likovviso rirhly dorkod with ;4nld. 
Uno ;,rar!*»dy I•fM•«^vo^od unt*‘> solf fioia s^horr sri*iu;4;, 
|‘oiiiti!i!% a.ud sliow iii‘1. So tliat tin* ;<.oarrrly loss s|ikni-- 
(lidlv rlifi l»Md\ ‘Oiards uf t ho olfM’t or;i u orr harrly lookod 
;it ; ;iim1 w<‘ • huuld, ha.\s* withdrawn from tla* 

window il vvr had not wi hr<l to tak«* a viow t»l our 
own lua; SJ > 1 1 ao\ , w tio rlo .ril tla* |'lo«’o .itiu \U thfir iif 
tof-ii twohota- roio'hrs; and |‘aala-uhniy lla* I’lrrk td’ 
tlio rouip'ik with tlm rity kf\:^ r«si lv»‘t on -hious. 
Tliid our notn|»any of rity orrna<lif*r ;h<‘uld rovor th** 
rrar ‘irnnrtl to us liououratdr ru«»ufji, and wr tolt 
doiitdy uml hitdily I'ditird as tlrrinair"; and a.:' k'rank''* 
|\a 1 .rrs liy tins orrat tlay. 

\Vr liad takt*n otn* |4ar»’ in a homs* whirh ilm pro- 
rr raon liad to pass arniin whrn it rrtniJird from tla* 
ra! hofiral. < h’ rrli*dt»tis srrvi*’rs, of musir, of ritrs and 
solnanit irs, »»f addros^^-^rs and answrr-s ot j»ropoMiii<ms 
and risaliurts aloud, thrrr wars so rntn-h in r'hurrli, 
rhoir, ami ronrIa\i\ |irti»rr it rilinr to t hr swraS'llp^ ‘d 
tJa* idrrtoral rajutulat ion, tluit wr had tiiiir ruoup.h to 
paitakr id* nil r\,i'r!|iuit t'oHutiiuu Hiirl fo rmpty many 
lioillfs*, iii ttir hralth of our okl and yotuip vnhn\ ddr* 
is»ii\ rrsaliiiu, nmanwhil»*t as is usual on ■sirh orra,;non:., 
p-v. iird t,t» tin* limi* past ; ami tlu-n* w«*rr n<»t wasitiny, 
poi aiin uh‘» pi'tdrrrrd that to ihi* prr;>.rnt, at' 
Ira-', With rf.p*M'{ tu a i’rrtain Imman i!itrrr;'.t ami 
iinpii ■■ srus'd .*;\iiipathy whirh thru prr\a,ilrd. At tla*. 
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r-oTonation of Francis the First aU had not been 
Hlpd as now; peace had not yet been conclud 
France and the Electors of Brandenburg and the Pa 
Jate were opposed to the election; the troops of 
future emperor were stationed at Heidelberg where 
S hisheadduarters; and the insignia of the em^ 

oomin^ from Aix, were almost carried off by the ml 
itants of the Palatinate. Meanwhile, negotiations 
on - and on neither side was the affair con^ctec 
the strictest manner. Maria Theresa, though thenj 
comes in person to see the coronation of her 
W S Tslt last carried into effect. She arr 
at Aschaffenburg, and went on hoard a yacht me 
to repair to Frankfort. Francis, commg horn p 
herc^hinks to meet his wife, but arrives too late, 
has Already departed. Unknown, he jumps into a , 
boat hastens after her, reaches her ship; and the 
;Sr is delighted at this surprising meeting 
story spreads immediately; and the world 
nathises with this tender pair, so richly blessed 
children who have been so mseparable smee 
children, once on a journey from Vienna to 

toYenJian Wet. Mam 

•1 M il ini Pintos : slie enters tne xtoman rjiiJ 

£, We tlie gre°at tent for tie teegto of ha 
r a PTPcted on the Bornheim heath, ine 
Se Spiritual electors, only Mainz is found; and ' 
'iinbalsadors of the temporal electors, only Sa 
ambassaa . ^he entrance begins, and 

^ ariiri/i liv the presence of a beautiful lady. 

compensated by the pics ^^ll-situated 

stands upon the balcony o «Vivat! 

end greete let IWW iSe Wd' ezeited 
ckpping “* '^8^ giLt arnaftei U' 
S':gr»erre|n.dt.henle,it 


luVf niid that hi* hfst cl«» Ih* vim 

iim* llifiu tu !umst*lf us Inviiig huslnuHl‘% Ifiitlti* pu- 
rt'Uls. di’Vuti'il !»rut.hfn% uiul Irut* frinul^^ At lluii iiinv 
4 ill hup|siiu‘NS hail \vish«‘{i auh ; ajul 

tiMhiy it was situ lultilbnl in tlu' -hitm snn, tu 
wliuia uvrrvh*Hiv vva ^ \sr\\ inrhnrMl un arunuiii uf his 
han«lsi»mt\ yuiit hlul tuna, ami npun uliian thu wurld 
Sf'l tiiu hu|u‘N, un umauit u| tin* yj'uat i|Ualitit‘H 

lliai In* shuAvrti. 

\\%* had ItfuuUiu i[uitu uhsurlMnl in tin* [»ast and 
futurn, wliuii .'suiiin trif'iid ; whu t'unn* in rnrallnd ns tt» 
tin* |>rn,:nnt. Thrv wm* uf that rla^ . uf |H'M|tln wln> 
knuw tin* valin* i‘f uuvulty, ami thnirfiau hastmi tu 
aunuuins* it 'Idn’V U‘*rn i‘Vrn ahln tu trll of u 

tiuu immain* trait in t ln» r \aUnd i.nr^una!,:**'^ whum wn 
had m vii ;n ' hv wit h I In* :ai*at »‘at ptanj*. It had liurii 
i-«»in'uiird that Mil th'* wav. h»‘twuMn Hrn .un4amiu and 
tin* rtrnat Irnt, tin* »*ui|‘>Tur and luii:’: -hunld tind tin* 
Laiiditvavn uf Itaini -tadt ui tin* fun*,!. ’Fhi ' uld jainur, 
nuw a|»i»i'uauhin,it tin* Mravu. wrlind t" unnn nnarn 

ihn liiiisirr tu whuiu In- Inid I'urn lirvnird in iMrniur 
Uinns, !»uth nii^tht r«*nn*nihrr thn da\ wlmn tin* lain! 
yravs* lirMsndil u\ar tu llridnlhuris tin* dur-|'‘'u f*| tin* 
idmlurs, fhuM:iint ^'rau»'^i as rni|Mn'ur, and iu|4n*d 
tin* vahiahln }av-,nnla In* munvnd with |a-u|n'4at luns uf 
liiiallnrahlu duvuliun. I'ln-'-iu nmun’iit j*«*faMns ntuint in 
a uj-uvn ill tirs ; and tin* land?'raV‘*, Wf*ak with uld a|.n% 
:ai|«|«Mrtud liiui'^ulf aiAiun-i a {lim*. iu uniil iinm I In* ‘’uii- 
vur-uiliuii, wlimh was nut. wiihunt uinuiiuii un 
-idu'i. Tim |»laan was ufirrward inaiiu-d in an iimu«-»*iif 
wav, and wn yuiHn...* |inu|i!f iimvs w,ind*n'rd- In il , 

dims 'iuvara! liunr-i had }t4'i’'.nd in rnnn'nd*rain'u “t tin* 
i4d and i^Mii inh'f-atn*n uf tin* m-w. w Imn tin* |.ru»'iv^ nai, 
lliMti'di tsiiiailMd and nn»i’** uMm|*aMf, a*M!n |).w rd 
.»a!' r\r .. and WM W«*r»- t-nahlMd !m nh-MlS*' s.nd 
liiaiL !iin »i»“tad Iii-iv rlM'..dy. and II un niir 

liiilid'. n U' I in' lul ur«‘. 


From that moment the city was in nninterr 
motion; for until each and every one whom i 
hoved, and of whom it was required, had paid 
respects to the highest dignities, and exhibited i 
selves one by one, there was no end to the marchi 
and fro : and the court of each one of the high pe 
present could be very conveniently repeated in de 

Now, too, the insignia of the empire arrived, 
that no ancient usage might be omitted even ii 
respect, they had to remain half a day till late at 
in the open field, on account of a dispute about 
tory and escort between the Elector of Mainz an 
city. The latter yielded: the people of Mair 
corted the insignia as far as the barricade, and s 
affair terminated for this time. 

In these days I did not come to myself. At h( 
had to write and copy ; everything had to be 
and so ended the month of March, the second h 
which had been so rich in fcvstivals for us. ] 
promised Gretchen a faithful and complete ac 
of what had lately happened, and of what was 
expected on the coronation-day. This great da 
preached; I thought more of how I should tell 
her than of what properly was to be told: all 
came under my eyes and my pen I merely work 
rapidly for this sole and immediate use. At 
reached her residence somewhat late one evenini 
was not a little proud to think how my discoui 
this occasion would be much more successful th^ 
first unprepared one. But a momentary incit< 
often brings us, and others through us, more jo} 
the most deliberate purpose can afford. I four 
deed, pretty nearly the same company ; but there 
some unknown persons among them. They sat 
to play, all except Gretchen and her younger c 
who remained with me at the slate. The dear g 
pressed most gracefully her dehght that she, the 


uiui Initi takt*u juirt in that luiiqui* .Hpfrtarli*. Slir 
thaaktni iia* iun,s| warmlv for haviu**' lauiiaooii to tako 
cart* of !icr, aral for havino lunai so uttcutivc as to juno 
tau'c ht*r, thrinu^h rskulc.s, all .Noiis of atluiissitais hy 
imniiis t»f Inllcts, friciuls, aiui intcrccs.^aons. 

Stic liktMl to hear ahttiu the ji‘wt‘1:; nf the em|»irc. I 
}»ro!uisrtl her that Wt‘ should, if pussihlr. .St*e these iti- 
| 4 etlier. She made s«tuie jestiiui remarks when she 
learneti that the ]tarmenls ami ert»un liatl been tritsl on 
the vtnin‘4 kin*4. 1 knew where she w<nilii he, to sta* 
the st»!emiuties tif th<‘ coruuati«aetiav. ami direetetl her 
utteiilion to evervthino that was inipemling, and j»ar- 
ti**ulurly t«» what mi’thf ke minuUdy inspeeitni fn»m her 

jtlaei* of \ iru. 

'riiu We forjaii to thiidv about, time: it was alreatiy 
|*HNt ntitiuiy,ht, ami I haiud tliat I uidurlunately hutl 
not tile house kt*y with me. I etmld not enter tin* 
house without laakin;' the onsitest <iist urhanee, I 
romuiunieut tsl my emhurrassruent to her. •• Aft<*r all/’ 
.suitl sIhs *' it will he he, si tor the eoiupany tt» reuutiu 
together.’’ d'hf' eousiiiH and the strangers luul atieaily 
laid this in mimi, hts-mme it was not km^wn wheif* tlu‘y 
wmdd he lodjuni f«a' tlu* night. The mutter was schui 
deeided : (ireti’liim Went to make jauae rt»nVig ufti*r 
hringiiu' in aiul lighting a large Imiss lamg, furidslnsi 
witli oil and wiek, heeaustr tht* t’amllea threatened to 
burn <»ut. 

'rite ectflee servetl to eidivtm US for :a‘verul hours, 
hut the game gradually sluekeiM*it ; etuiver.suiittn fuiletl ; 
th«* mother slegt in the great ehair ; tlie .strangeni, 
Weary from travelling, notlditd here ami tdien* ; and 
!*}■ hales and his fair one .sat in a eorner. She luul liiitl 
her head on his shoulthu', and lual gone ti» sleog ; and 
le* di«i mil keep longav\ake. I'lie younger eousdn, sift in*' 

M|i|Hr.|tr In U‘-: h\ f he slate, had ern;-,;.j-d his. Jirin.'; hetofc 

him. and . legt v^ith his. faee re.^-tini*; ugnu them. I sat- 



in the window-corner, behind the table, and Gi 
by me. We talked in a low voice : but at las 
overcame her also ; she leaned her head on my 
der, and sank at once into a slumber. Thus I n 
the only one awake, in a most singular posil 
which the kind brother of death soon put me 
rest. I went to sleep ; and, when I awoke, it 
ready bright day. Gretchen was standing bef 
mirror arranging her little cap: she was more 
than ever, and, when I departed, cordially presi 
hands. I crept home by a roundabout way ; 
the side toward the little Stag-ditch, my fatl 
opened a sort of little peep-hole in the wall, nc 
out the opposition of his neighbour. This s 
avoided when we wanted not to be observed by 
coming home. My mother, whose mediation 
came in well for us, had endeavoured to palh 
absence in the morning at breakfast, by the sup] 
that I had gone out early ; and I experienced 
agreeable effects from this innocent night. 

Taken as a whole, this infinitely various work 
surrounded me produced upon me but a very 
impression. I had no interest but to mark clos 
outside of the objects, no business but that witl 
I had been charged by my father and Herr von ' 
thal, by which, indeed, I perceived the inner C( 
things. I had no hking but for Gretchen, and r 
view than to see and take in everything propei 
I might be able to repeat it with her, and exph 
her. Often when a train was going by, I desc 
half aloud to myself, to assure myself of all t 
ticulars, and to be praised by my fair one for thi 
tion and accuracy : the applause and acknowlec 
of the others I regarded as a mere appendix. 

I was indeed presented to many exalted and 
guished persons ; but partly, no one had time to 
himself about others, and partly, older people 




know at once how they should converse with a young 
man and try him. I, on my side, was likewise not 
particularly skilful in adapting myself to people. I 
generally won their favour, but not their approbation. 
Whatever occupied me was completely present to me, 
but I did not ask whether it might be also suitable to 
others. I was mostly too lively or too quiet, and ap- 
peared either importunate or sullen, just as persons 
attracted or repelled me ; and thus I was considered to 
be indeed full of promise, but at the same time was 
declared eccentric. 

The coronation-day dawned at last on the 3d of 
April, 1764: the weather was favourable, and every- 
body was in motion. I, with several of my relations 
and friends, had been provided with a good place in 
one of the upper stories of the Edmer itself, where we 
might completely survey the whole. We betook our- 
selves to the spot very early in the morning, and from 
above, as in a bird's-eye view, contemplated the arrange- 
ments which we had inspected more closely the day 
before. There was the newly erected fountain, with 
two large tubs on the left and right, into which the 
double-eagle on the post was to pour from its two 
beaks white wine on this side, and red wine on that. 
There, gathered into a heap, lay the oats: here stood 
the large wooden hut, in which we had several days 
since seen the whole fat ox roasted and basted on a 
huge spit before a charcoal fire. All the avenues lead- 
ing out from the Eomer, and from other streets back to 
the Eomer, were secured on both sides by barriers and 
guards. The great square was gradually filled; and 
the waving and pressure grew every moment stronger 
and more in motion, as the multitude always, if pos- 
sible, endeavoured to reach the spot where some new 
scene arose, and something particular was announced. 

All this time there reigned a tolerable stillness ; and, 
when the alarm-bells were sounded, all the people 


seemed struck with, terror and amazement. What first 
attracted the attention of all who could overlook the 
square from above, was the train in which the lords of 
Aix and Nuremberg brought the crown jewels to the 
cathedral. These, as palladia, had been assigned the 
first place in the carriage ; and the deputies sat before 
them on the back seat with becoming reverence. Now 
the three electors betake themselves to the cathedral. 
After the presentation of the insignia to the Elector of 
Mainz, the crown and sword are immediately carried to 
the imperial quarters. The further arrangements and 
manifold ceremonies occupied, in the interim, the chief 
persons, as well as the spectators, in the church, as we 
other well-informed persons could well imagine. 

In the meantime the ambassadors drove before our 
eyes up to the Eomer, from which the canopy is carried 
by the under-officers into the imperial quarters. The 
hereditary marshal, Count von Pappenheim, instantly 
mounts his horse: he was a very handsome, slender 
gentleman, whom the Spanish costume, the rich doub- 
let, the gold mantle, the high, feathered hat, and the 
loose, flying hair, became very well. He puts himself 
in motion ; and, annd the sound of all the bells, the 
ambassadors follow him on horseback to the quarters 
of the emperor in still greater magnificence than on the 
day of election. One would have liked to be there too ; 
as indeed, on this day, it would have been altogether 
desirable to multiply one's self. However, we told 
each other what was going on there. Now the emperor 
is putting on his domestic robes, we said, a new dress, 
made after the old Carolingian pattern. The hereditary 
officers receive the insignia, and with them get on 
horseback. The emperor in his robes, the Roman king 
in the Spanish habit, immediately mount their steeds ; 
and, while this is done, the endless procession which 
precedes them has already announced them. 

The eye was already wearied by the multitude 



of richly dressed attendants and magistrates, and by 
the nobility, who, in stately fashion, were moving 
along; but when the electoral envoys, the hereditary 
officers, and at last, under the richly embroidered 
canopy, borne by twelve Sclioffeyi and senators, the 
emperor, in romantic costume, and to the left, a little 
behind him, in the Spanish dress, his son, slowly floated 
along on magnificently adorned horses, the eye was no 
more sufficient for the sight. One would have liked to 
fix the scene, but for a moment, by a magic charm ; 
but the glory passed on without stopping : and the 
space that was scarcely quitted was immediately filled 
again by the crowd, which poured in like billows. 

But now a new pressure ensued; for another aj)- 
proach from the market to the Eomer gate had to 
be opened, and a road of planks to be bridged over it, 
on which the train returning from the cathedral was 
to walk. 

What passed within the cathedral, the endless cere- 
monies which precede and accompany the anointiiiig, 
the crowning, the dubbing of knighthood, — all this 
we were glad to hear told afterward by those who had 
sacrificed much else to be present in the church. 

The rest of us, in the interim, partook of a frugal i*o- 
past ; for in this festal day we had to be contented with 
cold meat. But, on the other hand, the best and oldest 
wine had been brought out of all the family cellars ; so 
that, in this respect at least, we celebrated the ancient 
festival in ancient style. 

In the square, the sight most worth seeing was now 
the bridge, which had been finished, and covered with 
orange and white cloth ; and we who had stared at tlie 
emperor, first in his carriage and then on horscl)a(fiv, 
were now to admire him walking on foot. Singularly 
enough, the last pleased us the most ; for we thought 
that in this way he exhibited himself both in the most 
natural and in the most dignified manner. 


Older perstvns, who were present at the coronation 
of Fraiuus tlui First, ndated that Maria Theresa, beau- 
tiful beyond nu‘a,sure, had looked on this solenmity 
from a balcony window of the Fraiienstein house, close 
to tlu‘. Urnner. As her consort retunied from the 
eatluulral in bis strange costume, and scciiuhI to her, so 
to spt‘uk, like a ghost of Oharlemagne, he liad, as it in 
jt‘sh raised bt»th his hands, and shown luu* the imperial 
glolH‘, tln^ set‘ptny uiul Uu‘, curious gloves, at which she 
hacl hroktm out into immode,raU‘ laughter, which served 
for tin* gn*at ch*light and (‘ditieatiun of the crowd, 
wliirh Wiis thus honoured with a sight of the good and 
natural nKitrimonial un(h‘rstaudiug lietween the most 
(‘xalbnl (MJUph* of (Itrisltunhuu. Ihit wluui the. empress, 
to gn‘ct lier ctmsorl. waved her haudki*r(dut*f, and (wen 
shtuitcil a huid'* vivut” to him, tin* tmthusiasiu and exul- 
iatietu of the pfctiplc was raisml to the highest, so that 
tlnnn* was no eiul to the cheers of joy. 

N(»w tin* sound of bi*lls, ami the van of the long 
train whicli gently made its way twer the. imiuy- 
colouri’d britlgc, announced that all was done. The 
attenti<»n was grcati‘r than evt*r, and tlii^. procession 
nn»rc distinct than bt*fon*, parti(adarly for us, since 
it now came ilircrtly up to u.s We saw both, and the 
wintle nf tin* st|Uan‘, whicit was thronged with people, 
ulino t a:, if (»n a gjoiiiul' plan. Only at Urn end 
tin* in;i!'nihc«‘nrc \mis t«H» mm-h crowdod: for th(5 
oiivov.’j ; tin* hcr<*tiitary othorrM ; the. tnnperor and 
nndrr tho rani»py I ; tho three spiri- 
tii.il ‘ »i':s who iiHnH-»liat«‘ty tt>lhwvt‘tl ; tin* Mitjft'ti 
aiiti .'-.r'liatMi-,.. diT- '.rd in bhndv ; tin* gohl-ciuhrimlered 
\!iuiun*!\, all >rrUiod oidv oin* laass, wldell, 
fimvod bv .i Miigb* will, :phinlidly hariinaiious, aiul 
tliii*) ;’|rpj»iiig Iroiii iht* Iriapb* aiuid tin* sound of 
the liidba b»*aiin*d f*n\ard vi^ as sumethiiig ludy. 

A I Hill! n'O'i'idn.'iou'’ iiiV |ti*ssesso;'i all iuiiiiile 

rh.iriM. Wf boliidd *siithly niaje:4y lieftue our eyes, 
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surrounded by all the symbols of its power ; but^ wliilo 
it bends before that of heaven, it brings to our niiiKls 
the communion of both. For even the individual can 
only prove his relationship with the Deity by subject- 
ing himself and adoring. 

The rejoicings which resounded from the market- 
place now spread likewise over the great square ; and 
a boisterous “ vivat ” burst forth from thousands upon 
thousands of throats, and doubtless from as many 
hearts. For this grand festival was to be the j^ledge 
of a lasting peace, which indeed for many a long year 
actually blessed Germany. 

Several days before, it had been made known by 
public proclamation, that neither the bridge nor the 
eagle over the fountain was to be exposed to the 
people, and they were therefore not, as at other 
times, to be touched. This was done to prevent the 
mischief inevitable with such a rush of persons. Ihit, 
in order to sacrifice in some degree to the genius of thc3 
mob, persons expressly appointed went beliind tlui pro- 
cession, loosened the cloth from the bridge, wound it 
up like a flag, and threw it into the air. This ga.ve 
rise to no disaster, but to a laughable mishap ; for tlie 
cloth unrolled itself in the air, and, as it fell, covered a 
larger or smaller number of persons. Those now wlio 
took hold of the ends and drew them toward them, 
pulled all those in the middle to the ground, enveloped 
them and teased them till they tore or cut themselves 
through ; and everybody, in his own way, had borne oif 
a corner of the stuff made sacred by the footsteps of 
majesty. 

I did not long contemplate this rough sport, ])iit 
hastened from my high position through all sorts of 
little steps and passages, down to the great Itiimer- 
stairs, where the distinguished and majestic mass, 
which had been stared at from the distance, wiis 



great, because the entrances to the city hall were well 
garrisoned ; and I fortunately reached at once the iron 
balustrades above. Now the chief personages ascended 
past me, while their followers remained behind in 
the lower arched passages ; and I could observe them 
on the thrice-broken stairs from all sides, and at last 
quite close. 

Finally both their majesties came up. Father and 
son were altogether dressed like Mensechmi. The 
emperor’s domestic robes, of purple-coloured silk, richly 
adorned with pearls and stones, as well as his crown, 
sceptre, and imperial orb, struck the eye with good 
effect. For all in them was new, and the imitation of 
the antique was tasteful. He moved, too, quite easily 
in his attire ; and his true-hearted, dignified face indi- 
cated at once the emperor and the father. The young 
king, on the contrary, in his monstrous articles of 
dress, with the crown jewels of Charlemagne, dragged 
himself along as if he had been in a disguise ; so that 
he himself, looking at his father from time to time, 
could not refrain from laughing. The crown, which 
it had been necessary to line a great deal, stood out 
from his head like an overhanging roof. The dal- 
matica, the stole, well as they had been fitted and 
taken in by sewing, presented by no means an advan- 
tageous appearance. The sceptre and imperial orb 
excited some admiration ; but one would, for the sake 
of a more princely effect, rather have seen a strong 
form, suited to the dress, invested and adorned with it. 

Scarcely were the gates of the great hall closed 
behind these figures, than I hurried to my former 
place, which, being already occupied by others, I only 
regained with some trouble. 

It was precisely at the right time that I again took 
possession of my window, for the most remarkable part 
of aU that was to be seen in public was just about to 
take place. All the people had turned toward the 



RliLAnNCi in m lAlh 


J> I 




niul a railtn'utatl sh<»ut of ** \’iva.t ’’ il; 

to uiHlorsiaiul that tho ompona* uiul king, iti thoir 
veslnuaits, wort* showing Uu‘inst‘lvt‘H to tin* piipulat-o 
from tho. halottny t‘f tin* gn‘at hull. lUit thov won* n<<t 
aloiH^ to st‘rvt* as a spool .simu* nmahor stningo 
sptH'taole ooourn*cl ht*fnn‘ tlioir <*yos. First of all, tho 
handsomt*, slt'ialor hon‘»litarv mar.shal Hung himsolf 
upon his stotni : ht* ha«i laid usitlt* his sword ; in 
Ids rigid* hantl la* hoki a siivi*r-hantllt*ti vossol* anti 
a tin spatula in his loft, lit* nulo uitldn tin* hurrit*r.s 
to tlu^ gri‘at ht*ai> t>f ttal.’s -prauo. in, hllnl tin* vossrl ttt 
<ivortlt>w, smo(»tht*d it <*th and oarrtod it haok again 
with gnsd ilignity. 'Hn* inipt*rial stahlo wa ■> now pn» 
vidt*d ft>r. d'ht* hon'ditary ohamiH*rlain tluni rodo 
likt‘wist* to tin* :ip«it. and hnnight haok a husiu witii 
(wvt‘r anti towol. l*»ul mon* onifitaining, for tho spoo- 
tattu’S was tho horotlitarv oar\t*r, w[n« oaino to fotoh 
a pitu’t* of tho roustotl n\. Ih* al o nHh\ with a ;-ilvor 
dish, thnaigh tho harri«*rs, itt tin* largo woudoii kito!n*n., 
and oamt* hnih aguiti with hi^ ptutnai <-o\rrr«h that ho 
naiglit go haok tt» tlit* Hdinor. Nh»w it w.i . tin* turn <d 
ih(^ hc*n*tlitnry oup-hoaror, who nnh* la llto fnuntain 
aiul ftdohtal wints 'rims ntwv was tin* imptnial ta!»lo 
furnishod ; anti twt*ry oyo waitod npt»n tho horodifary 
tr(‘asun*r, wdn» was to ihn‘W about tirt* mon«*y. Hi% 
tut>, mountt*tl a fim* stoo«i. t»> tho *dtios af wlmso saddh% 
inHtt*utl td htd.stt*r.s. a i-taipk* t«f nplrndid hags, tnnhrtntl 
(‘.n*d with tin* arms t»f tho Fulaiinufo, won* susptnnhsi, 
Soaroidy innl In* put him*a*lf in nntintn tliun In* ptnngod 
his hantis int^o thosi* pin-kots, and goin*rou;dy ooatlorod, 
right amt h*fl, gtdt! ami silvor ooins, whioln mi ovorv 
ta'oasion, gHttt*rotl inorrily in tin* air liko nn*tal!io nun. 
A thousuiui liundn wuvod instantly in tin* air t«i isitoli 
tho gifts ; hut hardly Imtl tho ot»ins falh-n whrii iho 
tu'owd tumldod i»vor t‘aoh «»tln*r on flir ‘gsaiinl, and 
Htrugjdod vinlrntly fur lln- pifOf. whirh iiiodil 


repeated on both sides as the giver rode forwards, 
it afforded the spectators a very diverting sight. It 
was most lively at the close, when he threw out the 
bags themselves, and everybody tried to catch this 
highest prize. 

Their Majesties had retired from the balcony ; and 
another offering was to be made to the mob, who, on 
such occasions, would rather steal the gifts than receive 
them tranquilly and gratefully. The custom prevailed, 
in more rude and uncouth times, of giving up to the 
people on the spot the oats, as soon as the hereditary 
marshal had taken away his share ; the fountain and 
the kitchen, after the cup-bearer and the carver had 
performed their offices. But this time, to guard against 
all mischief, order and moderation were preserved as 
far as possible. But the old malicious jokes, that when 
one filled a sack with oats another cut a hole in it, 
with sallies of the kind, were revived. About the 
roasted ox, a more serious battle was, as usual, waged 
on this occasion. This could only be contested en 
masse. Two guilds, the butchers and the wine-porters, 
had, according to ancient custom, again stationed them- 
selves so that the monstrous roast must fall to one of 
the two. The butchers believed that they had the 
best right to an ox which they provided entire for 
the kitchen : the wine-porters, on the other hand, laid 
claim because the kitchen was built near the abode of 
their guild, and because they had gained the victory 
the last time, the horns of the captured steer stiU pro- 
jecting from the latticed gable- window of their guild 
and meeting-house as a sign of victory. Both these 
companies had very strong and able members; but 
which of them conquered this time, I no longer 
remember. 

But, as a festival of this kind must always close 
with something dangerous and frightful, it was really 
a terrible moment when the wooden kitchen itself was 


RELAI'INCi rO MY iJ!-H 


217 

a i»rizt*. I'lit* r<?nf nf it .swarnuHl instantly with 
uuai, iiu unn kuiiwiii*;’ Inwv tht»y got ilu*n‘. : thn luiuriis 
WiTn lorn lotKSt‘, and pitolnsi dtwvn ; stj that ono cajiiltl 
not ladp Mipposing, parlioularly at a distanon, that i*afh 
would kill a tow ot tlio.u* prt'ssing to tlu* spot. In a 
triot‘ iho lutt uas unniiaV«l ; and singlo intlividuals 
liung to lla* hoams and raftors, in onhu* to pull tinun 
also out t»t thoir jnininj^s: nay, many tioalod ahovt^ 
upiui tho post s u hioh laai Iuhmi alnaidy sawn oil* 
holow ; anti tho wholo sktdoton, nio\ ing haokwards 
anti torwards, throatonod to fall in. Sonsitivo. porstnis 
turatnl tlioir »*\o‘i away, and ovtu’yhiidv t‘x[n‘otod a 
groat oalaiiiit V , hut wi* di«l nt>t hoar of any inisohiof: 
iUul tho whtflo affair, thmuth impotifous autl viohuit, 
had pa : Oil off happily. 

kAi‘r\itod\ know in»w that tho oniporor ami king 
would ri‘turn from tlio laihinot, whithor they had 
rotiroil fiiun tho haloony, aial foa.it in tho groat hall 
of tho tiOinor. Wo hail Immui ahlt‘ to adiniro tin* 
arrang.onionls naalo for it, tho ilay hoforo ; and my 
Uio:‘4 anxitms \vi:4i was, if p«»^:dhlo. to liuik iti !<* day. 
I ropairod, tliorohiro, i>y tho usual path, to tin* 'n’cat 
.Htairoasi-, whioh stands din*i*tly oppttatu tho dotu* of 
tlio halh H«‘ro I ‘yi/sMl at tin* dist inggtisliotl pt*rstm- 
agos who this «iay aottnl as tin* aorvunts t^f iln^ lioad 
of tho ompiro*. Forty four I’ounts, all Hplotnltdly 
dro'-siotl, pa^v'iod uio, oarrying tho dishos from tlio. 
kili'lion ; '>o that tho oontrast ln’twoon thoir dignity 
and ilioir oisaipafnai might woll ho howildf*ring to 
a l»oy. d'ho iTowsi was not grt.*at, htti, ot>n:dii«*ring 
tin* litllo spiu’ig .sntlioion! !y jMU’oi^piihlo. Tht* hallsio«»r 
wsoi gnardoth wlulo tlioso who woro aiithorisod wont 
lroi|uim!!y in and out. I saw ouo t»f tin* l^alatiiio 
ill tuif'l io iillirial'i, whom I uskod whotln*r ho r«»uhl not 
lalo* mo III with him. IF* did no! ilolihoisaii* long, huh 
g.iv.- ino iifio of till* ..ilvi-r vo;-,:'ol:. In* ju 4. thon luiro, 



clad ; and thus I reached the sanctuary. The Pa 
buffet stood to the left, directly by the door ; and 
some steps I placed myself on the elevation 
behind the barriers. 

At the other end of the hall, immediately b 
windows, raised on the steps of the throne, and 
canopies, sat the emperor and king in their robes 
the crown and' sceptre lay at some distance b 
them on gold cushions. The three spiritual eh 
their buffets behind them, had taken their plac 
single elevations; the Elector of Mainz opposite 
Majesties, the Elector of Treves at the right, an 
Elector of Cologne at the left. This upper p^ 
the hall was imposing and cheerful to behold 
excited the remark that the spiritual power lil 
keep as long as possible with the ruler. On the 
trary, the buffets and tables of all the temporal 
tors, which were, indeed, magnificently ornam< 
but without occupants, made one think of the 
understanding which had gradually arisen for cen 
between them and the head of the empire, 
ambassadors had already withdrawn to eat in a 
chamber ; and if the greater part of the hall assur 
sort of spectral appearance, by so many invisible j 
being so magnificently attended, a large unfurn 
table in the middle was still more sad to look i 
for there, also, many covers stood empty, becam 
those who had certainly a right to sit there ha 
appearance’ sake, kept away, that on the greates 
of honour they might not renounce any of their he 
if, indeed, they were then to be found in the city. 

Neither my years nor the mass of present ol 
allowed me to make many reflections. I strove i 
all as much as possible; and when the desserl 
brought in, and the ambassadors reentered to pay 
court, I sought the open air, and contrived to r( 
myself with good friends in the neighbourhood, a 
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clay’s ami t<i pn'jnin* lor the illtuuinut iMii 

in the t‘vimin|4. 

This hrilliaiit ni^^ht 1 purpoNed eeh*hnit in‘4 in u n|.,:hl 
lu*.arty way; fur I liatl a^n'caal whit ( ami 
ryla(lt\s and Ids mistress, that W(‘ sliutdd imsT suiiie- 
wht*n* at ni.Li;htfalL The eity was ulreatly re;*plendeiit 
at evcnw end ami et»rma- wlien I met my heluved. [ 
uhVred (iretelum my arm: we \vt*ni frum tate quai1t‘r 
to anotlier, and found <mrs<‘lves vt*rv happy in earh 
(jtlua’H society. The cousins at first were ala* of tair 
partw hut were afterward lost in tlie nmltitmle of 
people. liefore the luaises (»f s«»me ttf tin* und'U sa 
dors. whfU’c ma'piitii’ent illuminat itms wen* exlnlnletl, 

tho:;c of the hleeti»r Ralutine were preihui Ueiit I V 

(list inituished, it was as chair us day. Ie-4 I sliouid 

in* rectiyni ieih I iiad dispuised my -elf a ceitain 
extiml ; and (iretchen di<i not find li ami ri. We 
adminsi (ht‘ various hrilliant nq<re',t*ntut ien ami the 
fairy-like Htiaietures of flanu’ hy whmh t .e h amhii a 
dor strove to outshine tlie t4hers. pan Pisms* I‘, trr 
hazys nrrunnnmeiits stirpas.^Hsi nil tin* ivs. < Uir liiiie 
(suii{)uny were enraptured, both with t!ie niventit*ii and 
tlu' extsnition ; and we were jtn4 about tn eti}MV Ihi:* ui 
deiail, whim tht‘ romans upain met us. ami ;qs»»ke iu us 
of tlie pha-ious illuminatiou wUh wlueh the P*raiidem 
hurg andiassatlor had atlorneil his ijuuritas. \Vr wia-i^ 
not displeasetl at taking tli»‘ hmp way froju the Po’vi 
inurkt' market t to the ^^aalhoP fiul Itaind ihat 

\ve hitil Inaai villainously hoaxed. 

The Saalliot is. toward the ^faun a regular and 
handsome atrueture; Imt the pitri in the direrfimi *4 
tin* eiiy is i^xremiinply old. irrepuhir, ^tud uiraphih. 
Small windowH, npreeinp neither in OMf sse. 

neitfo-r in a line nor phmed at eipml dcl.m-'r :, :sdr. 
audthHtr:. arraironi uilh*»ui ::\mm*4r\ , .i, 'Oi.mu.i llt-c 
mn',tl\ lunied Hilo .-.liMp •. it fium. .i r..|||U .-.l ,,in 
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this accidental, irregular, unconnected architectu; 
been followed; and every window, every door, 
opening, was surrounded by lamps, — as indee 
be done with a well-built house ; but here the 
wretched and ill-formed of all facades was thus 
incredibly placed in the clearest light. Did one 
one's self with this as with the jests of the ;pagi 
though not without scruple, since everybody 
recognise something intentional in it, — just as 
had before glossed on the previous external depoi 
of Von Plotho, so much prized in other respect 
when once inclined toward him, had admired hii 
wag, who, like his Idng, would place himself 
all ceremonies, — one nevertheless gladly retur: 
the fairy kingdom of Esterhazy. 

This eminent envoy, to honour the day, had 
passed over his own unfavourably situated qu 
and in their stead had caused the great esplan 
hnden-trees in the Horse-market to be decora 
the front with a portal illuminated with colon] 
at the back with a still more magnificent pr^ 
The entire enclosure was marked by lamps. B( 
the trees, stood pyramids and spheres of light 
transparent pedestals; from one tree to anothe; 
stretched glittering garlands, on which floatei 
pended hghts. In several places bread and sa 
were distributed among the people, and there ^ 
want of wine. 

Here now, four abreast, we walked very comfc 
up and down ; and I, by Gretchen's side, fancied 
really wandered in those happy Elysian fields 
they pluck from the trees crystal cups that ir 
ately fill themselves with the wine desired, and 
down fruits that change into every dish at wil 
last we also felt such a necessity ; and, conduci 
Pylades, we found a neat, well-arranged eating- 

1 A sort of buffoon. 
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"When we encountered no more guests, since everybody 
■Was going about the streets, we were all the better 
pleased, and passed the greatest part of the night most 
liappily and cheerfully, in the feeling of friendship, 
love, and attachment. When I had accompanied 
Oretchen as far as her door, she kissed me on the 
forehead. It was the first and last time that she 
granted me this favour ; for, alas ! I was not to see her 
a^gain. 

The next morning, while I was yet in bed, my 
XTLother entered, in trouble and anxiety. It was easy 
■fco see when she was at all distressed. “ Get up,” she 
said, and prepare yourself for something unpleasant. 
It> has come out that you frequent very bad company, 
o,iid have involved yourself in very dangerous and bad 
affairs. Your father is beside himself; and we have 
only been able to get thus much from him, that he 
■will investigate the affair by means of a third party, 
liemain in your chamber, and await what may happen. 
Councillor Schneider will come to you : he has the 
oommission both from your father and from the author- 
ities; for the matter is already prosecuted, and may 
take a very bad turn.” 

I saw that they took the affair for much worse than 
it was ; yet I felt myself not a little disquieted, even 
if only the actual state of things should be detected. 
IMIy old Messiah ”-loving friend finally entered, with 
tlae tears standing in his eyes : he took me by the arm, 
^^nd said, “ I am heartily sorry to come to you on such 
o.n affair. I could not have supposed that you could 
g*o astray so far. But what will not wicked com- 
pa,nions and bad example do! Thus can a young, 
inexperienced man be led step by step into crime 1 ” 
^ ^ T am conscious of no crime,” I replied, and as httle 
of having frequented bad company.” ''The question 
xio'w is not one of defence,” said he, interrupting me, 
but of investigation, and on your part of an upright 


confession.” What do you want to know ? ” r( 
I. He seated himself, drew out a paper, and 
to question me : “ Have you not recommended N 
your grandfather as a candidate for the . . - p 
I answered, ^"Yes.” “Where did you becor 
quainted with him?” “In my walks.” “In 
company?” I hesitated, for I would not wi 
betray my friends. “Silence will not do no^ 
continued, “for all is suflBiciently known.” “'W 
known, then?” said 1. “That this man has 
introduced to you by others like him — ii 
by . . .” Here he named three persons whom 
never seen nor known, which I immediately exj 
to the questioner. “You pretend,” he resumed 
to know these men, and have yet had frequent 
ings with them.” “ Hot in the least,” I replied 
as I have said, except the first, I do not know 
them, and even him I have never seen in a ] 
“ Have you not often been in . . . street ? ” “ 1 

I replied. This was not entirely conformable 
truth. I had once accompanied Pylades to his 
heart, who hved in that street; but we had e 
by the back door, and remained in the summer- 
I therefore supposed that I might permit mys( 
subterfuge that I had not been in the street itsel 
The good man put more questions, all of w 
could answer with a denial ; for of all that he '' 
to learn I knew nothing. At last he seemed 
come vexed, and said, “ You repay my confiden( 
good will very badly : I come to save you. Yo 
not deny that you have composed letters for 
people themselves or for their accomplices, ha^ 
nished them writings, and have thus been acc 
to their evil acts; for the question is of nothii 
than of forged papers, false wills, counterfeit 
and things of the sort. I have come, not oi 
a friend of the family, I come in the name a 


cmler the. iuagistralt‘.s, who, in limit ion of yutir 

coniHH’tion.s and youth, vvouhl s|ian* ytai and .Muni“ 
other youno [u'rsons, who, iikt* yt>u, liavi* horn hirrtl 
into the net.” I had thoiu‘ht it :4ran*4t% iluti, lunono 
th(‘ iHTsons lie naiii«*d, noiu* of thiJ.s«* witli whom I had 
inaai inti mat <* were, found. TUv nirrumstauroH tounhtal^ 
witlnait aonHun,!^ ; and I rouhi still ho|H» to save my 
youno frimids. lUit the ; 4 ood man f^U’ew more ami 
mon‘ urgent. 1 eouhl not dt*ny that I hail I’ome 
honM‘ late many ni.ithts, that I lual I'ont rived to Inive 
a lioiisedvey made, that 1 !md been seen at jaildie 
places mon* than onee with per.sons of low rank and 
suspirious look, ^5, that some ^tprls were mived up in tlie 
alTaii'. - in short, evtawthin** seemed to 1 h* diseovered 
i>ut tho uanif 'Flus me eouraite to per aist 

.steadfastly in my silonoe. *'Ito not," saiil my r’\'’el 
lent friend. '* let mo yn aw.i^ from you; the atlair 
udnuts of no delay ; immodiatidy aftor mo anotli»*r w d! 
eoine, wh*» will not \i»n so muoh :.oo|»e. I )o not 

mako the mutter, whieh i:. hml eimuph, wor ;o hy \ our 
ohstinary.‘* 

I representeil very viviitly to my ‘df tie* pond 
eou.sins, and partieularly tJreteheii: I niw thorn ar 
rested, tried, punisiied. dispnteod ; and tlien it went 
tliroupli niy smd liko a fhe-ih of !iphtidnp» t!iat the 
eousins, tfiouph tliey alway.s nh'.-nrved integrity toward 
me, mipht have i-npapod m 'andt had iiflVurn* at least 
tile oldest., wllo nevor *puto phsised m»^ who eaiiie 
home later and later, and liml Utile to toll of a idioor'* 
tul sort. Still I kopt Iniek my eonfes-sinm •' Fersriii. 
ally,'* said I, "1 am eonseiotts of nothing evil, iiiid 
ran rest sat ished on that side; fiut it is not iiiipo-^jhlo 
tliat l!iO''.e with whmu I have a'-rs*riaiis| iiia.v !i.i\o 
hern inalty of s«uno darinp or i!!»s.^-il -Mi. d‘lir\ iimi, 
he souplit, fount!, otmvietrd, pmd.-ihoii • 1 h.iVr hillirifu 
nolliin;': t<t frproarh my ^*df wUh.mel wdl ii«*f lia rmy 
w’ronp to tht>?.-:r who h.ur }Mdi.i\»-d wrll Liudly 



to me.” He did not let me finish, but exclaimed, with 
some agitation, Yes, they wiU be found out. These 
villains met in three houses. (He named the streets, 
he pointed out the houses, and, unfortunately, among 
them was the one I used to frequent.) The first nest 
is already broken up, and at this moment so are the 
two others. In a few hours the whole will be clear. 
Avoid, by a frank confession, a judicial inquiry, a con- 
frontation, and all other disagreeable matters.” The 
house was known and marked. Now I deemed silence 
useless; nay, considering the innocence of our meet- 
ings, I could hope to be still more useful to them 
than to myself. “ Sit down 1 ” I exclaimed, fetching 
him back from the door : I wfil tell all, and at 
once lighten your heart and mine; only one thing I 
ask, — henceforth let there be no doubt of my verac- 
ity.” 

I soon told my friend the whole progress of the 
affair, and was at first calm and collected; but the 
more I brought to mind and pictured to myself 
the persons, objects, and events, so many innocent 
pleasures and charming enjoyments, and was forced 
to depose as before a criminal court, the more did 
the most pamful feeling increase, so that at last I 
burst forth in tears, and gave myself up to unre- 
strained passion. The family friend, who hoped that 
now the real secret was coming to light (for he re- 
garded my distress as a symptom that I was on the 
point of confessing with repugnance something mon- 
strous), sought to pacify me ; as with him the discov- 
ery was the all-important matter. In this he only 
partly succeeded; but so far, however, that I could 
eke out my story to the end. Though satisfied of the 
innocence of the proceedings, he was stiH doubtful to 
some extent, and put further questions to me, which 
excited me afresh, and transported me with pain and 
rage. I asserted, finally, that I had nothing more to 


say, and wtdl knew that I need tVar Ita' 1 

innocent, of a. |j^o(itl family, uiut \vt*ll rejaitrd, l»ut iluii 
tlu‘y niii^ht Ik* just- as ^'iiiUloss withiUil ha.vii }|4 it rr'< - 
ognist‘d, or hein^ otlu*r\\ise favtuirml. I lin luied at 
the vsanu* time, that if tliry \srn* rmt Ninireil likt* my 
self, that if (heir f<>ilit‘s wen* nut r(‘^,tanii‘d with imiu! 
gene.e, ami their faults jianhuied. that if any t in 
tlu* least harsh or unjust huj‘|tent*d ti' tlit-m, 1 wotiht 
do sonu^ violema* to mysrlf, and no ono slH>uld |‘!rv*iii 
me. In this, too, my frioml tried to paeiu lur , hui 
1 did not trust him, and was. when he quitted me 
at last, in a nujst (errihle .‘tatt*. I now re|.roa<dii'4l 
myst'lf for having t<*ld tie- uOair. am! hnaiehl iil! the 
positions to light. I foresaw t)iat (air ehildliLe afimiis. 
our y<uilliful inelinat uuis ami etadidoiiee ^ w«ail»t hi* 
(|uitt* dillen*ntly interpreted, ami iliat } might pn 
haps involvt* the exeellenl 1*^ lade » in lie* mattm. aiai 
remit*!' him very nuhappy. All tlie r nnagr . pn- rti 
vividly om* aftt*r tlie <»ther l^ehai' m\ .aih haip«'nr'd 
and spurnsi my distress, tlmt 1 da! no| |.m>w \\\i,a 
to do for WUTttw. I east myself at full uprai 

tlie {ittor, and ima.stened it witli m\ t«H! 

I know ntit how long I may havr lain, wfo-n n.v 
sister entt*n‘d, was frighti-mal at my ge,Anr*"s and dal 
all that sht* eould tt> eondort ints Sfe- tuld nie ttial 
a person eouneeted with tin* magisfrury luid waulni 
htdow w‘ith my father for tin* nlnrn df ihr laiialy 
frit'nd, atid tliui, after (Ihw hud Uaut olM.-.iird logeitpu 
for soim* time, htith the gentlemf*n Imd drparn< 
talked to 4*ueh other with apparent sat isfaeimti. and 
had even brnghed. She helirvrd that s-he had heaid 
the words, “It is all right: the iillnir m uf m, roa-.r 
(|U(‘ne{‘;* “Imleisi!*’ I hroko imp- t In* aflViii e-.. i.f n.. 
eons(‘quenee for^ mt% for um for I h.ivo eontisriti.m 
no erijm* ; and, if I Itad, the\ would ronfint- li. lp 
me througli: hnt ih** others-, tie* oih.an*' I rnrd, - wh*. 
will stand 1 y t liem ^ “ 
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My sister tried to comfort me by circumstantially 
arguing that if those of higher rank were to be saved, 
a veil must also be cast over the faults of the more 
lowly. All this was of no avail. She had scarcely 
left than I again abandoned myself to my grief, and 
ever recalled alternately the images, both of my affec- 
tion and passion, and of the present and possible mis- 
fortune. I repeated to myself tale after tale, saw only 
unhappiness following unhappiness, and did not fail 
in particular to make Gretchen and myself truly 
wretched. 

The family friend had ordered me to remain in my 
room, and have nothing to do with any one but the 
family. This was just what I wanted, for I found 
myself best alone. My mother and sister came to 
see me from time to time, and did not fail to assist 
me vigorously with all sorts of good consolation ; nay, 
even on the second day they came in the name of my 
father, who was now better informed, to offer me 
a perfect amnesty, which indeed I gratefully accepted : 
but the proposal that I should go out with him and 
look at the insignia of the empire, which were now 
exposed to the curious, I stubbornly rejected; and I 
asserted that I wanted to know nothing, either of the 
world or of the Eoman Empire, till I was informed 
how that distressing affair, which for me could have 
no further consequences, had turned out for my poor 
acquaintance. They had nothing to say on this head, 
and left me alone. Yet the next day some further 
attempts were made to get me out of the house, and 
excite in me a sympathy for the public ceremonies. 
In vain ! neither the great gala-day, nor what happened 
on the occasion of so many elevations of rank, nor the 
public table of the emperor and kiag, — in short, 
nothing could move me. The Elector of the Palatinate 
might come and wait on both their Majesties ; these 
might visit the electors ; the last electoral sitting might 
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be attended for the despatch of business in arreai 
the renewal of the electoral union, — nothing 
call me forth from my passionate solitude. I le 
bells ring for the rejoicings, the emperor repa 
the Capuchin Church, the electors and emperor d< 
without on that account moving one step fron 
chamber. The final cannonading, immoderate 
might be, did not arouse me; and as the smo' 
the powder dispersed, and the sound died away, S' 
all this glory vanished from my soul. 

I now experienced no satisfaction except in 
nating on my misery, and in a thousandfold imag 
multiplication of it. My whole inventive facult; 
poetry and rhetoric, had pitched on this diseased 
and threatened, precisely by means of this vitali 
involve body and soul into an incurable disorder 
this melancholy condition nothing more seemed i 
worth a desire, nothing worth a wish. An ir 
yearning, indeed, seized me at times to know h 
had gone with my poor friends and my beloved, 
had been the result of a stricter scrutiny, ho*^ 
they were impheated in those crimes, or had 
found guiltless. This also I circumstantially p^ 
to myself in the most various ways, and did not j 
hold them as innocent and truly unfortunate. I 
times I longed to see myself freed from this \ 
tainty, and wrote vehemently threatening letters 1 
family friend, insisting that he should not wit 
from me the further progress of the affair. Some 
I tore them up again, from the fear of learntn 
unhappiness quite distinctly, and of losing the prii 
consolation with which hitherto I had alteri 
tormented and supported myself. 

Thus I passed both day and night in great dis 
in raving and lassitude ; so that I felt happy a 
when a bodily illness seized me with considerabl 
lence, when they had to call in the help of a phys 
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and think of every way to quiet me. They si 
that they could do it generally by the sacred as 
that all who were more or less involved in tl 
had been treated with the greatest forbearanc 
my nearest friends, being as good as innocent, h; 
dismissed with a slight reprimand ; and that G: 
had retired from the city, and had returned 
own home. They lingered the most over tl 
point, and I did not take it in the best part 
could discover in it, not a voluntary departu 
only a shameful banishment. My bodily and 
condition was not improved by this : my distre 
only augmented; and I had time enough to t 
myself by picturing the strangest romance 
events, and an inevitably tragical catastrophe. 


Part the Second 

Of what one wishes in youth, when old he has in abundance. 



SIXTH BOOK 


Thus I felt urged alternately to promote and to 
retard my recovery ; and a certain secret chagrin was 
now added to my other sensations, for I plainly per- 
ceived that I was watched, that they were loatli to 
hand me any sealed paper without taking notice what 
effect it produced, whether I kept it secret, wlietluu* 1 
laid it down open and the like. I therefore conj(u> 
tured that Pylades, or one of the cousins, or cvcm 
Gretchen herself, might have attempted to write to me, 
either to give or to obtain information. In addition to 
my sorrow, I was now more cross than Idtherto, and 
had again fresh opportunities to exercise my conjcui- 
tures, and to mislead myself into the strangest com- 
binations. 

It was not long before they gave me a special over- 
seer. Fortunately it was a man whom I loved and 
valued. He had held the place of tutor in the family 
of one of our friends, and his former pupil had gom*, 
alone to the university. He often visited me in my 
sad condition; and they at last found nothing moni 
natural than to give him a chamber next to mine, jis 
he was then to provide me with employment, pacify 
me, and, as I was well aware, keep his eye on m(‘.. 
StiU, as I esteemed him from my heart, and had 
already confided many things to him, though not 
my affection for Gretchen, I determined so much th(‘. 
more to be perfectly candid and straightforwa.rd with 
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course with anyone, and at the same time to stand on 
an uncertain, constrained footing with him. It was 
not long, then, before I spoke to him about the matter, 
refreshed myself by the relation and repetition of the 
minutest circumstances of my past happiness, and thus 
gained so much, that he, like a sensible man, saw it 
would be better to make me acquainted with the issue 
of the story, and that, too, in its details and particu- 
lars, so that I might be clear as to the whole, and that, 
with earnestness and zeal, I might be persuaded of the 
necessity of composing myself, throwing the past 
behind me, and beginning a new life. First he con- 
fided to me who the other young people of quality 
were who had allowed themselves to be seduced, at the 
outset, into daring hoaxes, then into sportive breaches 
of police, afterward into frolicsome impositions on 
others, and other such dangerous matters. Thus actu- 
ally had arisen a little conspiracy, which unprincipled 
men had joined, who, by forging papers and counter- 
feiting signatures, had perpetrated many criminal 
acts, and had still more criminal matters in prepara- 
tion. The cousins, for whom I at last impatiently 
inquired, had been found to be quite innocent, only 
very generally acquainted with those . others, and not 
at all implicated with them. My client, owing to my 
recommendation of whom I had been tracked, was one 
of the worst, and had sued for that office chiefly that 
he might undertake or conceal certain villainies. After 
all this, I could at last contain myself no longer, and 
asked what had become of Gretchen, for whom I, once 
for all, confessed the strongest attachment. My friend 
shook his head and smiled. ‘‘ Make yourself easy,” 
replied he : '' this girl has passed her examination very 
well, and has borne off honourable testimony to that 
effect. They could discover nothing in her but what 
was good and amiable: she even won the favour of 
those who questioned her, and could not refuse her de- 
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sire of removing from the city. Even what she has 
confessed regarding you, my friend, does h^r honour : I 
have read her deposition in the secret reports myself, 
and seen her signature.” The signature ! ” exclaimed 
I, '' which makes me so happy and so miserable. What 
has she. confessed, then ? What has she signed ?’” My 
friend delayed answering, but the cheerfulness of his 
face showed me that he concealed nothing dangerous. 

If you must know', then,” replied he at last, when she 
was asked about you, and her intercourse with you, she 
said quite frankly, ' I cannot deny that I have seen him 
often and with pleasure; but I have always treated 
him as a child, and my affection for him was truly 
that of a sister. In many cases I have given him good 
advice ; and, instead of instigating him to any equivo- 
cal action, I have hindered liim from taking part in 
Wanton tricks, which might have brought him into 
trouble,’ ” 

My friend still went on making Gretchen speak like 
a governess ; but I had already for some time ceased 
to listen to him, for I was terribly affronted that she 
had set me down in the reports as a child, and believed 
myself at once cured of all passion for her. I even 
hastily assured my friend that all was now over. I 
also spoke no more of her, named her no more : but 
I could not leave off the bad habit of thinking about 
her, and of recalling her form, her air, her demeanour ; 
though now, in fact, all appeared to me in quite 
another light. I felt it intolerable that a girl, at the 
most only a couple of years older than me, should 
regard me as a child ; while I conceived I passed with 
her for a very sensible and clever youth. Her cold 
and repelling manner, which had before so charmed 
me, now seemed to me quite repugnant : the familiari- 
ties which she had allowed herself to take with me, 
but had not permitted me to return, were altogether 
odious. Yet all would have been well enough, if by 



signing that poetical love-letter, in which she had con- 
fessed a formal attachment to me, she had not given 
me a right to regard her as a sly and selfish coquette. 
Her masquerading it at the milliner’s, too, no longer 
seemed to me so innocent ; and I turned these annoy- 
ing reflections over and over within myself until I had 
entirely stripped her of all her amiable qualities. My 
judgment was convinced, and I thought I must cast 
her away ; but her image ! — her image gave me the 
lie as often as it again hovered before me, which indeed 
happened often enough. 

hTevertheless, this arrow with its barbed hooks was 
torn out of my heart : and the question then was, how 
the inward sanative power of youth could be brought 
to one’s aid ? I really put on the man ; and the first 
thing instantly laid aside was the weeping and raving, 
which I now regarded as childish in the highest degree. 
A great stride for the better ! For I had often, half 
the night through, given myself up to this grief with 
the greatest violence ; so that at last, from my tears 
and sobbing, I came to such a point that I could 
scarcely swallow any longer; eating and drinking 
became painful to me ; and my chest, which was so 
nearly concerned, seemed to suffer. The vexation I 
had constantly felt since the discovery made me banish 
every weakness. It seemed to me something frightful 
that I had sacrificed sleep, repose, and health for the 
sake of a girl who was pleased to consider me a babe, 
and to imagine herself, with respect to me, something 
very much like a nurse. 

These depressing reflections, as I was soon con- 
vinced, were only to be banished by activity ; but of 
what was I to take hold? I had, indeed, much to 
make up for in many things, and to prepare myself, in 
more than one sense, for the university, which I was 
now to attend; but I relished and accomplished 
nothing. Much appeared to me familiar and trivial: 



for grounding myself, in several respects, I found 
neither strength within nor opportunity without ; and 
I therefore suffered myself to be moved by the taste of 
my good room-neighbour, to a study which was alto- 
gether new and strange to me, and which for a long 
time offered me a wide field of information and 
thought. For my friend began to make me ac- 
quainted with the secrets of philosophy. He had 
studied in Jena, under Daries, and, possessing a well- 
regulated mind, had acutely seized the relations of 
that doctrine, which he now sought to impart to me. 
But, unfortunately, these things would not hang 
together in such a fashion in my brain. I put ques- 
^tions, which he promised to answer afterward: I 
made demands, which he promised to satisfy in future. 
But our most important difference was this: that I 
maintained a separate philosophy was not necessary, 
as the whole of it was already contained in religion 
and poetry. This he would by no means allow, but 
rather tried to prove to me that these must first be 
founded on philosophy; which I stubbornly denied, 
and, at every step in the progress of our discussions, 
found arguments for my opinion. For as in poetry a 
certain faith in the impossible, and as in rehgion a like 
faith in the inscrutable, must have a place, the philoso- 
phers appeared to me to be in a very false position who 
would demonstrate and explain both of them from 
their own field of vision. Besides, it was very quickly 
proved, from the history of philosophy, that one always 
sought a ground different from that of the other, and 
that the skeptic, in the end, pronounced everything 
groundless and useless. 

However, this very history of philosophy, which my 
friend was compelled to go over with me, because T 
could learn nothing from dogmatical discourse, amused 
me very much, but only on this account, that one 
doctrine or opinion seemed to me as good as another, 
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so far, at least, as I was capable of penetrating into it. 
Willi tile most ancient men and schools I was best 
pleased, because poetry, religion, and philosophy were 
completely combined into one ; and I only mamtained 
that hrst opinion of mine with the more animation, 
wdien the book of Job and the Song and Proverbs of 
Solomon, as well as the lays of Orpheus and Hesiod, 
seemed to tear valid witness in its favour. My friend 
had taken the smaller wmik of Brucker as the founda- 
tion of his discourse ; and, the farther we went on, the 
less I could make of it. I could not clearly see what 
the first Greek philosophers would have. Socrates I 
esteemed as an excellent, wise man, w’ho in his life and 
death might well be compared with Christ. His dis- 
ciples, on the other hand, seemed to me to bear a 
strong resemblance to the apostles, who disagreed im- 
mediately after their Master’s death, when each mani- 
festly recognised only a limited view as the right one. 
Neither the keenness of Aristotle nor the fulness of 
Plato produced the least fruit in me. For the Stoics, 
on the contrary, I had already conceived some affec- 
tion, and even procured Epictetus, whom I studied 
with much interest. My friend unwillingly let me 
have my w'ay in this one-sidedness, from which he 
could not draw" me ; for, in spite of his varied studies, 
he did iKit know how to bring the leading question 
into a narrow compass. He need only have said to 
me that in life action is everything, and that joy and 
sorrow come of themselves. However, youth should 
be allowed its own course : it does not stick to false 
maxims very long; life soon tears or charms it away 
again. 

The season had become fine : we often went together 
into the open air, and visited the places of amusement 
which surrounded the city in great numbers. But it 
was precisely here that matters w"ent worse with me ; 
for I still saw the ghosts of the cousins everywhere, 



and feared^ now lu‘n\ now thoro, to sih* out* t>f tlinn 
8tep forwa,r(l Kvon Mio most iniliildront 
men annoyed nu‘, I had lt>st that uufiaisthnu.s liap|ii • 
iu‘ss of wandtu'ing about unknown and unhlaiiioih and 
of thinking of no ohsiuwor, ovtai in tlit* grrati’st oruwds. 
Now hypoeluuidriaeal famuns hogan to tormont mo, iin 
if I a.ttra,ctt‘d th(‘ atltmtion of tin* as if 

eyes were turiu‘d on my domoaiauir, to tix it cm llieir 
me,mori(‘..s, to scan ami to lind fault. 

I tluu'efon‘ drew my friend into tho woinli; and, 
while I shuiHHai th(‘ monotonous tii*s, I sougiit those 
lint*, leafy grovtss, vvhieh do not ind«*t*d ; proud far in 
tiu‘ distrieX, l)ut are yt*t i>f stifla-ient rumpUNS for a p.snr 
woundtul hi‘art to hide itself. In tho romotr:4 dopihs 
of th(‘ fon'st I sought, out a solmm .spt4. \viis*rr tie* 
oldest oaks and hocrht'S foruasi u lanes nohlo, Nliadrd 
space, d'he ground was soimwvliat “dopirsg, and iiiado 
tlu‘ worth of the old trunks only tho moir prroopi d»lo. 
Ihmnd this opim eirele closisi tie* don r i thioLri 
from whi<’h tin* mossy na'ks migldily and vonorafdv 
forth, and unuU^ n rapid fall for a oopaai i 

hrook. 

Senre.ely had I <lraggetl luthor my friond, who wnnhi 
rutluu' ha\a^ luaui in the opoii rountry hy tiso siroaui. 
among imm, wlum he playfully a^atrod ino tfiaf I 
showed myscdl a true t h*rman. Ho relati’tl |o mr> eir 
<*.umst4iutially, out (»f daoitu;;, how our anr!-4oia foiiiid 
ple.asun*. in the. leolings \vhi<‘h Naturo st» prttvido i fi»r 
us, in such solitud<*s, with lier inaridioial arohiirri uro. 
,Ht‘ had not been long cliseoursiug of thi s whon I o\ 
(‘laitne.d, Oh 1 why di<i md. this p*r«*oiou;i op'uf Iir m .1 
(hsgHU* wilderne.Hs! wliy may we not tratn a Iiodgo 
around it., to hallow aial soparutt* from tho wttrld l-.fh 
it ami ourselvt*s ; StU’ely thorn i.-* no naar Ih-.uii iiiil 
adoration <»f tho Ooity than that wluoh n»‘od . hm na.ig.'. 
hut whioli sprinre* up in our ho.-.iiui ni*-r«'!\ ifjo 

inUuvourso with naturo!" What 1 ttu-n mil i. fill 
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pn's.‘i,t to ,uy milul: whal I said I know not 
ivi-all. Thus mucli, however, is certain, that tb 
I'Toiint'd, widely expanding feelings of youth 
ua.aduvut.'.l nations are alone adapted to the s 
«!ueh, if it, is to bo excited in us through e 
formless, or moulded into incomprel 
lorms, must surround us with a greatness to wl 
art* nut uqual. 

All lutni, inun‘. or less, have such a dispositi 
: urk tu Matisty this noble want in various ways 
a. . thu anblinu* is i*asily ])ruduced by twilight an( 
\Uiuu ubjffts ari‘. blended, it is, on the othei 
away by tla‘. day, which separates and i 
evrryt lan*.^ ; and so mast it also be destroyed b 
inuid'a u (»t unltivation, if it be not fortunate en 
takr refute* with Uu‘ beautiful, and unite itself 
\u{h it, whert'by both become equally undyi 
inde.'.trilt't ibie. 

Tile brief monumts of such enjoyments m 
shortf‘H(Hl by my meditative friend: but, 
turned fiuek into the world, it was altogether 
Itia! I stm.!4ht., among the bright atid barren 
aiikuud. again to arouse such feelings within in 
I « Mil III eearc-ely retain even tlie remembrance o 
My huart, however, was too far spoiled to be 
eiuiiiH. ^ itself: it had loved, and the obje 
Miaf'deni away from it; it had lived, and life t( 
eud'Uturrti. A friend who makes it too per 
that hu desi<^ns to improve yon, t‘,xcites no fei 
e«miinri ; while a woman who is forming yo\ 
: h«- rums to spoil you, is adored as a heaven 
briie'ing being. Hut that form in which the 
inly manibeUanl itself to m(‘, had vanished i: 
faie r; it nftei! visited mt‘. uiultu* the shade 
Milk trrr:% but I coiild iiot bold it fast: and 
powerful impulsi' to seek Homething similar 

tii-if '-Ain’t* 


I had iiujHa’rt‘i,)iihly ut.’fu.stt>mi*d, miy, fiinij«*llrd, 
niy friend atid (»vt‘r.st*er lt> leuvt^ aui altauv; f*a\ rvni 
in niy sacnui ^rove, thnsi* uudt*lini‘d, ‘d^^aaUe ‘ 

wtvre net siiilitaent fer me. The t»ye \vu^^ alnni’ all 
others, the oi^t^an hy whii'h i st*i/.t*d tlie wtirhl 1 luel, 
from ehildhoed, livtnl amon,i;‘ painters, uiitl laid aeriiS” 
tonuHi mystdl' to look at t>l»jefts, as lliey dtil, with 
nd\n’(au‘t‘ to art. Now 1 was left t(» myself and to 
solitude, tliis ^ift, half natural, half aeipuretl, made it i 
ap}H‘araii(‘e. Wluauwer I looked. 1 saw a pielure; and 
whatevm- struek me, whatever gave me doligtit. I 
wisluui to lix,an<l hi^gan. in the most awks’^anl luanuer, 
to draw after natunx d'o this eml I luektni aotliing 
l(‘ss than t‘vervthing ; ytd, though without any teeh 
ideal means. I o!)stinattdy persisted in trying to imitate 
th{‘ most magnitieent things that offered ihem ^elve* to 
my sight, 'rhus, to he ain*. I ae(pnre<l tin* faeuhy of 
paying a gnnit attention It) ohjreis; imt I oid\ •■ns-d 
tluun as a wliole, so far as they prodneed an e!fr«i ; 
ami, little us Nature laid tueant me for a iir ;ei ipt n e 
poet, just tis little would she grant im* tlie eap.n at \ of 
a dniughtsman for dtiails. d'Ids, however, lieiuv; llte 
only way hdX me of utltudng my tlnaights, I itn k lo 
it with so murh stuhhormvis, nay, even with iiielam 
(fholy, that I always eontinued my lahoiirs tln^ more 
Zi*alously the, less I saw tliey protlueed. 

Hut I will md* deny that there was a I'ertaiii iiiix« 
tun‘ of roguery; for I had reiaarkeil, that if I i'!if»se for 
an irksonut study a lia If -.shaded olil trunk, to the. 
hugely eurviid roots of whieh elung wetldit h*rii, ri»in-« 
lautal witli twiidiling maidenhair, my friend, wlui 
knew from expisneuee that I shoulel n»tt he diMmigag«'ti 
in less than an Imur, eommonly r«e*tdvrd to ot-ok, vulti 
Ids hooks, some othm* pleasant lutle '.pot. Nov%' 
ing di.st-urlied m«* in prosrruting my tu4r. whieh vwi ^ 
HO mueli tin* more aetive. as my paper wa-. 
me Ijy the eirrumstauee that I Innl aerii .l-Minrd m) 'oli 
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to see in it, not so much what stood upon it, as what 
I had been thinking of at any time and hour when I 
drew. Thus plants and flowers of the commonest 
kind may form a charming diary for us, because noth- 
ing that calls back the remembrance of a happy 
moment can be insignificant ; and even now it would 
be hard for me to destroy as worthless many things of 
the kind that have remained to me from different 
epochs, because they transport me immediately to 
those times which I like to remember, although not 
without melancholy. 

But, if such drawings may have had anything of 
interest in themselves, they were indebted for this 
advantage to the sympathy and attention of my father. 
He, informed by my overseer that I had become grad- 
ually reconciled to my condition, and, in particular, 
had applied myself passionately to drawing from 
nature, was very well satisfied, — partly because he 
himself set a high value on drawing and painting, 
partly because gossip Seekatz had once said to him, 
that it was a pity I was not destined for a painter. 
But here again the peculiarities of father and son 
came into conflict: for it was almost impossible for 
me to make use of a good, white, perfectly clean sheet 
of paper; gray old leaves, even if scribbled over on 
one side already, charmed me most, just as if my 
awkwardness had feared the touchstone of a white 
ground. hTor were any of my drawings quite finished ; 
and how should I have executed a whole, which in- 
deed I saw with my eyes, but did not comprehend, 
and how an individual object, which I had neither 
skill nor patience to follow out ? My father's mode 
of training me in this respect was really to be ad- 
mired. He kindly asked for my attempts, and drew 
lines round every imperfect sketch. He wished, by 
this means, to compel me to completeness and fulness 
of detail. The irregular leaves he cut straight, and 
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thus math* tlu* bt‘giuning a t*ulU*(*iiuii, in whic’h Im 
wisluulj at somt* fuliuv linu^ to rojoici* at tlu* |n’ogri*s.s 
of his son. It was, tli(‘rt‘l‘ort*, hy no nH‘uns clisagrin*- 
ai>lc to him whou my wihl, rt‘stloss (UsjKJsiiitm sont mt? 
rovinjL>’ about tlu* (‘ountry: lu* ratluu’ st‘i*nuHl pli'astai 
wluui I brout^'ht hack a. paroul of drawings on whioh 
lie t'ouhl exorcist* his j>atit*uci‘, and in sonu* mt*asure 
stnuigthen his hopes, 

Tlu*}’ no loiig(*r said (hat I migiit n^lapse into my 
former allachnu‘nts uiul coumu-tions : tlu‘y h*rt nu* by 
dt*gn‘t‘s perrt*t‘t lilH*rty, I^y aecidcntal indut'cimuits 
and in accitleulal society I underlottk many jtmnieys 
to Mu* mountain-rangt*, which, from my cliildhood. hatl 
stood so tlislant and s<ih*mn befort* me. dlius \vv 
visiU‘d Ilomburg, Krom*buru, as(M‘n(h*tl the l‘'eldberg, 
from which tlu* pn^sjtect invited us .still fartlu‘r anti 
fartlu*r into tlu^ distanci*. Kruugstcin, too, was not. 
left unvisiti'd ; Wit*sbaden, Schwalhach, wiMi it:i envi - 
rons, occupietl us many tlays; we rea(’ht*d Mu* hhine, 
w^ldch, from tlie height.s, \\e hml s.ecn wintling along 
far off. Mainz astmasheii us, hut couhi not chain a 
youtliful mind which w‘us running inttj tlu* op«*n coun« 
try; we w’<*n* dtdiglited with tlie situation of riihcricli ; 
and, i‘ont<‘nU*d and hap{»y, wi* resunu*d our journey 
home. 

This whole lour, from which my fathm* had prtun- 
iscd himself many a drawing, might have hem almost 
without fruit; for what taste, what tali*ni. wliat experi- 
enee, does it not n*{|uire to Ht‘ize an extensivt* land- 
Si ’ape as u- picture ! 1 wai.s again impeo’cptihly tlrawn 

into a narrow <’ompass, from whii'h I di*rived soim* 
profit; for ! met no mined casth*, !h» piece of wall 
which pointe*d to anM<puty, that 1 did not think an 
object Wortliy nf my pencil, and imitate ns well n:-. I 
cdulcl. Kven the stnm* of I)rmn's<m tlu* rampart ; of 
Mainz, I c{»pieti at nun* ib-'k. ami wiMi iuctiuveiumieeg 
w'llich cverv one mU’U exoerienee whn wiz’tlcs fn eiirrv 


home with him some pictoriiil remiiiiscicnces 
travels, iriifortuiuitely I had again hi-ought wi 
nothing but the most miserabh^ common pape 
had clumsily crowded several objects into one 
But my paternal teacher was not perj)lext‘d at 
he cut the sheets apart; had the parts whi<^h be' 
to each other put together by the bookbindtu' 
rounded the single leaves witli, lines; and thin 
ally compelled me to draw tlie outlim*. of di 
mountains up to the margin, and to fill up tin 
ground with some weeds and stones. 

If his faithful endeavours could not increa.* 
talent, nevertheless this mark of his lovti of ord< 
upon me a secret influence, whicdi aft(‘rwurd 
fested itself vigorously in more ways than om 

From sucli rambling excursions, nndm’laktm 
for pleasure, partly for art, and which e.onld !> 
formed iii a short time, and often n‘peat(*d, I was 
drawn home, and that by a niagmit whitdi i: 
acted upon me strongly: this was my sistm*. 
only a year younger than I, had livtnl the who! 
scious period of my life with nu‘., and was thus 
to me by the closest ties. To tluxse natural causi 
added a forcible motive, wliic.h ])rocei‘.dt‘d froi 
domestic position: a father (uaiaiuly afrt^ctionaf 
well-meaning, but grave, who, because he. (he 
within a very tender heart, externally, with inci 
consistency, maintained a braztm stmmm‘..ss, tl: 
might attain the end of giving his (‘hildnm th 
education, and of building up, regulating, and pi 
ing his well-founded house; a niothm*, on tlu^. 
hand, as yet almost a cliild, who first gn‘,w up t 
sciousness with and in her two tddest (hildnm ; 
three, as they looked at the world with In^alth) 
capable of life, and desiring presimt enjoyment, 
contradiction floating in the family iiKtrt^aHiHl 
years. My father followed out his views um 






and nmnterruptiul : the mother and (‘hildren could nut 
give up tlieir teelingH, tludr claims, tludr wishes. 

Under tlu^se cvircu instances it was naiurui tluit 
hrother a,nd sister should attach themselvt‘s cliKSt^ to 
ea,ch other, and adlu‘re to their moUuu*, tliat they 
might singly snatch tin* pleasures forhidtlea as a 
whohi. I>ut since th(‘. liours of solitudt* and toil were 
very long compared with tht‘ moments of n‘cn*ation 
aiul (mjoynu\nt, (‘sp(‘cially for my sist(*r, who could 
never ](‘.avt‘. the houst*. for so long a tinu* as I cimld, 
tlu‘. n(u*.(‘ssity slu^ hdt for (Uitertaining herself with nu^ 
was still sharptmed hy the sense of longing with width 
she a,eeompanit‘d me. to a distanet^ 

And as, in our lirst years, jdaying and learning, 
growtii and tslueation. had htam (|uite etnnmon to 
both of us, so that wt* might, well havt* hetm taktai 
for twins, so did this eonimunity, this eonfitlenee, re 
main during tht‘. dt*velo[»nH‘nt of our phvsieal and 
moral ])ovvt‘.rs. That intere.4 t)f y<»uth; that aiuare 
numt at thi‘. awa,kt»ning of sensual imptil.e:; whieli 
clotlu*. tIu‘mH(dv(‘s in numtal ftirms; t»f mental nee*- . 
sities which eh>tlH‘ th<*ms(dv»‘s in stmsiml imagtes ; all 
th(‘. r(‘.lIe(‘tions ujMm thesta which ohseurt* rather titan 
(‘ulightim us, as tln^ h»g e<»v(*rs over ant! tit»eH not 
illumint*. th(‘. vak^ from width it is uhtiui tti rise; Ihi^ 
many errors and ulnn’rations springing therefrtun, all 
the.sc* tlu‘ hrotlun- anti sistt*r shunsl and entlunnl hiiiul 
in hand, and wtun* the less tuilightenetl ns Iti tludr 
strangt‘. (‘oudititni, as tht‘ muirer tht»y wishetl iti ap* 
proaeh tsitdi (^Uu‘r, tt> elear up their mintls, t!ie nmr** 
foreihly did tin*, Hacrtnl aw<‘ t»f their elose relatit»ii;hip 
ke(‘p tluvm aj>art. 

Ihduetantly dt) I mtmlion, in a g<mm*a! way, what I 
umiertook to sth ftu-th years ago, witlmut iHdiij*; ahio !*» 
aee.tJinplish it. As I lost this htdtived, ineoinpi rhi*n * 
sihki htdng hut ttH> .st)on, I felt intiuctnnrnt enon-di !«> 
make, her wsirth pri‘seiit tt» nu* : anti tlni ; art*: e in nte 



•oHiuicut oyoH, (unuimHUnuu^H (ici'aMumiMl a rtai- 
asl, whitth, it it tlul nol rupcl ovcry Htniu^ar ul tlu* 
aiiao, ut IcutsL did not iitlnuit liiiiL SI a*. i*urly ftdt it ; 
ul this Eluding Inuainm ounstmiUy iho inou*. juuulul 
» liar, tlio Inrtlior hIio udvanciul into tho yoiirn wlnai 
»U\. Ht^Koa Iliul au inuoaoiil idoasuro in imiLuiilly 

>;rtuuild(^ 

'I’o nobotly luui his (j\vn rorm bo n’luif^niint; (ho 
diast, UM woll iiH tho moat Ijiniutirul, Iium ti ri^ht to 
ijoy Ilia own jiroHomui: and lus favour boaulilioH, anti 
any ono n‘^uinla hiniaidf in tlio lookinf^id^i'^** wilh 
.vour, it may bt^ aHsmXo.d tluit ovory oiio must non 
inisolt with o.omplaooiiiy, ovon if Int would Mlrufiidu 
^niiiKst tlio fiudiiig. Vt^t my HiHtor had aufli a droidod 
iinulalion of [j(ood aiuiao, lliat alut otjubl not ])o?.‘utily 
1 blind and ailly in lliia n'sjfoot; on tiu* rmilnuy, aho 
u’luipa know nions rloarly than alio, ou^d't* that :tlu' 
.00(1 far hohind luu* foinalo iilayfollow.o in oxlotnal 
'.auty, witliout htolinij; {^onsobal by tlm faot llmt aln; 
ilinitoly mivpaHHutl tiuun in intoriuil advanta^lio.^i. 

If a woman can find oomponaation for (bo want of 
‘anty, aim rb’bly fonud it in tlui unhotindod i-onli- 
uiro, tho r(*|jfai‘d and lovts whiidi all lior ftnnido fiiondn 
u'o to luu’ ; wlmthor tiuy wta-o iddor t»r yonn^tu*, all 
lorialiod tho naino atmlimmitN. A vtay plmriant mo 
o.ty had (!olha!l(‘d aroiintl lu'r : youi4t mtMi wtu't' mil 
antin^^ wIuj know liow (.0 inHinuaU' thomaolvivi ; ut'urly 
/ory tdi'l found an atlmirm*; nlu' idonn Inul rouuiiiird 
ilJiout a partUitr, Wlul(\ iinloiul, lair ovttaior wan 
i Houn\ nuMiauro roiadaivo, iho mind that ^'h'^iniod 
inai'^di it wan alao mmo ropollinK' than attnndivo ; for 
10 pntaonnn of any oKoollonoo (hrowa olhorn hat h 
|ion thoiiiHolvt’M. Sho folt thin aon.Miltly: alto did not 
mcoal it from mo, and Inn* lovt^ wan tlin-ciod lu mo 
ith MO mindi tla^ |,(roa((‘r forot*. 'Pho ou.so \va ^ ..m oibu* 
MMiidn Ah (‘ouliilaiil.M li» wlnnu tan* rovtsd ^ a 1 m\o 
liiir atttuully liy ‘jj-nuino nyinjial.liy liorniuo btvoia 


the conception of a poetic whole, in which it might 
be possible to exhibit her individuality ; but for this 
no other form could be devised than that of tlio 
Eichardsonian novels. Only by the minutest detail, 
by endless particularities wliich bear vividly all the 
character of the whole, and, as they spring up from a 
wonderful depth, give some feeling of tliat depth, — 
only in such a manner would it have been in some 
degree possible to give a representation of this remark- 
able personality; for the spring can he apprehended 
only while it is flowing. But from this beautiful and 
pious design, as from so many others, the tumult of 
the world drew me away ; and nothing now remains 
for me hut to call up for a moment that blessed spirit, 
as if by the aid of a magic mirror. 

She was tall, well and delicately formed, and had 
something naturally dignified in her demeanour, wliich 
melted away into a pleasing mildness. The lineaments 
of her face, neither stril^ing nor beautiful, indicated a 
character which was not nor ever could be in union 
with itself. Her eyes were not the finest I have ev(ir 
seen, but the deepest, behind which you expected the 
most ; and when they expressed any affection, any love, 
their brilliancy was unequalled. And yet, properly 
speaking, this expression was not tender, like that 
which comes from the heart, and at the same time 
carries with it something of longing and desire: this 
expression came from the soul ; it was full and rich ; 
it seemed as if it would only give, without needing to 
receive. 

Bub what in a manner quite peculiar disfigured her 
face, so that she would often appear positively ugly, 
was the fashion of those times, which not only bared 
the forehead, but, either accidentally or on 
did everything apparently or really to enlarge it. Now, 
as she had the moat feminine, most perfect arched fore- 
head, and, moreover, a pair of strong black eyebrows, and 



)unaecl strangely enoiigii wnen we hu 
peak as if out of one mouth. The pains he took to 
larn as much German from us in the like manner 
'ere to no purpose ; and I think I have remarked that 
7en this little love-affair was also, both orally and in 
Titing, carried on in the English language. Both the 
oung persons were very well suited to each other : he 
us tall and well built, as she was, only still more 
.ender; his face, small and compact, might really 
ave been pretty, had it not been too much disfigured 
Y the smallpox ; his manner was calm, precise, — 
ae might often have called it dry and cold ; but his 
eart was full of kindness and love, his soul full of 
3nerosity, and his attachments as lasting as they wore 
scidecl and controlled. I) 7 ow, this serious pair, who 
ad hut lately formed an attachment, were quite pe- 
iharly distinguished among the others, who, being 
[ready better acquainted with each other, of more 
ivolous character, and careless as to the future, roved 
Dout with levity in these connections, wliicli com- 
lonly pass away as the mere fruitless prelude to 
ibsequent and more serious ties, and very seldom 
coduce a lasting effect upon life. 

The fine weather and the beautiful country did not 
jmain unenjoyed by so lively a company : water-ex- 
arsions were frequently arranged, because these are 
le most sociable of all parties of pleasure. Yet, 
hether we were going by water or by land, the in- 
ividual attracting powers immediately showed tliein- 
dves ; each couple kept together : and for some men 
'ho were nob engaged, of whom I was one, there re- 
gained either no conversation with the ladies at all, or 
aly such as no one would have chosen for a day of 
leasure. A friend who found liimself in tins situation, 
ad who might have been in want of a partner chioily 
)r this reason, that, with the best humour, lie lacked 
mderneas, and, with much intelligence, that delicate 


fer the passion to themselves ; so it was with us two : 
for, when my connection with Gretchen was torn 
asunder, ray sister consoled me the more earnestly, 
because she secretly felt the satisfaction of having 
gotten rid of a rival ; and I, too, could not but feel a 
quiet, half-mischievous pleasure, when slie did ino the 
justice to assure me that I was the only one who truly 
loved, understood, and esteemed her. If now, from 
time to time, my grief for the loss of Gretcheu revived, 
and I suddenly began to weep, to lament, and to act 
in a disorderly manner, my despair for my lost one 
awakened in her lilcewise a similar despairing impa- 
tience as to the never-possessings, the failures, and 
miscarriages of such youthful attachments, that wo 
both thought ourselves infinitely unhaj)py, and blie 
more so, as, in this singular case, the confidants could 
not change themselves into lovers. 

Fortunately, however, the capricious god of love, 
who needlessly does so much mischief, liere for once 
interfered beneficially, to extricate us out of all per- 
plexity. I had much intercourse with a young Eng- 
lishman who was educated in PfeiFs boarding-school 
He could give a good account of his own language : I 
practised it with him, and thus learned much concern- 
ing his country and people. He went in and out of 
our house long enough without my remarldng in him 
a lilcing for my sister ; yet he may have been noiiiish- 
ing it in secret, even to passion, for at last it declared 
itself imexpectedly and at once. She kimw him, she 
esteemed him, and he deserved it. She had often 
made the third at our English conversations : wo had 
both tried to catch from his mouth the irregularities 
of the English pronunciation, and thereby accustomed 
ourselves, not only to the peculiarities of its accent 
and sound, but even to what was most peculiar in the 
jpersonal qualities of our teacher ; so that at last it 


uh; wii ulwiiys carry Micni ainnii wuii un, aim 
ivory oiu*. laic.iaucs a luiiHti’r in ihcui wilhnut ]aacli‘'c: 
jut \vc inual iu ijncsl. tU’ the lonacr, \v\* nivuil talv<' 
anno, trnublo alitait lliciii ; and, (lmu;(li we pitt'^rcaa in 
/lioiu UH nnic.li as we will, we liavi‘ never dian* leaininij 
Now la*, went/ into jmrlii'idar.'^^. Many fell- lul 
ilT, and llu'y could ui^L help caslin;.^ ;tlunce.s at each 
jilua*: yol our rritual hud Ihi.s piivilep,e, tlin(. iiolhii^^ 
Hi (lid was laki'U ill; and so he I'laild pmetMMl willuuiL 
uUirruption, 

“ It is not I'uoui'h to discover delii'ianci(’.s : imleed, it 
s unjust to do s(j, if at tin* same linn* oim\ rannot c<»ii- 
rrivu to giv(*. the* means hu* hi'lli‘i iii|i; (he stale ol* alluiis. 

[ will nol, theri*ron', my firn'inhi, somelhin?!: HKe ji 
instclus* in rassiiin Week, ('vlmrt you in ^em'iul (emis 
o ri‘peuiance. and ana*iiilmen( : I rather wisit all uinia' 
)lc conpli*s the. hmpcsl. and iiior.t midurinp happiue^.*. ; 
aid, to contrihuhi to it mj'self in (he suie-.l manner. I 
iroposti to Stiver ami almlisli tlte.^e most, eharmin;^ lilth* 
c.^iv('ations tlurin^ our s<icial InuH's. I have/' he ruu^ 
imuid/Mdrcatly ju’ovideil for tin* exeeutinn ui my pi"j* 
ic.t, if it shoukl metit your approhatiom Here rs a lia^^ 
n which tirti tint niunes of the ^jenth*incn ; now tlmw, 
ny fair oiuts, and Iju jileased (o favour as jout er- 
rant, [tu* ii wtttik, him wlmm fat.e shall siuid ytiu. This 
s hindiu^^ only within our cireh* ; us soon as Hint la 
irokiiu up, tluaui eoimectious urti tdso tdiidisheil. and 
liu lieurt may decide who shall atieial you Imnie/' 

A i^UMtal part of tho t‘oin]mny hatl heen tleliphlod 
ritli tills aildroHS, anil the manner in wlneh la* deliv* 
rttd it, and se.e.mod to iijiprove of tla* notion ; yet some 
onples lookitd at ttaeh other as if lhi*y (hniipht that it 
ronld not answitr their purpose: la* (lierefore etied 
^ith humourous vehemeuct*: 

“Truly! it, surprises iint that' siuin* one doe, jiMt, 
priiio n]», aial, tliouifh others heralatM, rxiot mv [*htn. 
xpluin its ailvanlaoes, and }i[>are. me (he pam of h* me, 


not to 1)0 tli()n;>;liiL of, — tliLs man, iifUn* oflon luiiiKnir- 
ou.sly and wittily laiiuniting Inn condition, pnnniscd 
lit tlio next mooting to miiko a j^iroposiil wlii(’li would 
hoiiulit luniMulf and tlui whole c,om])any» Nor did lie 
fail to perforin Ium prouiiso ; for wlum, after a hrilliant 
trip by water, and a vi‘.ry ploasant walk, roo.lining on 
the graHH botwoou nlrndy kuollH, or Hitting on inosny 
rocks and roots of trees, wo had (‘.liecrfully and happily 
cousumod a rural inoal, and (Uir friend saw us all 
cheerful and in good spirits, lie, witli a waggish dignity, 
conimanded ii.s to sit close round him in a smnie.irelc, 
h(‘,Eom whie.h he. step])ed, and began to make an em- 
phatic peroration ms follows ; 

Most worthy frimids of both, sexes, paired and un- 
paired!’’ it was already evident from this address, 
liow neiK'Hsary it was that a ])reaclier of repentance 
sliould arisii, and slnirpim tlie consc.imKui of the com- 
pany. "One part of my nc)hh‘. friends is paired, and 
they may (iud themselves cjulte luqipy; anotlnu' un- 
paired, and th(\He Ilnd tlumiselves in tlu‘. highest d(‘g^^o 
misorablo, as 1. can assure you from my own ex])eri- 
cuce : and although the loving c.ou|de.s an^ lua*i^ in the 
majority, yet I would luive them lumsiiler wln^tluu* it 
is not a social duty to take thought for the. whole. 
Wliy do wo wisli to asscmhlo in such numhers, exciipt 
to take a mutual interest in eaeli otluu* V and how can 
that be done when so nainy little secessions arc to he 
seen in our circle? Far he it from me. to insinuati^ 
anything against such sweet coiinec.tions, or <‘.vmi to 
wish to disturl) them; hut 'Llnu'c is a time for all 
tluuga,’ — an excollont great saying, of whic.li, indeed, 
nobody thinks when his own. amusement is suiUcie.ntly 
provided for.” 

Ho then went on witli constantly increasing lividi- 
ucss and gaiety to comx)arc the social virtues with the 
tender sentiments. "The latter,” said ho, "can never 
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;lie AntisUBy their healths were drank, and to all the 
nore joy was wished, as its duration was to be but 
ihort. This was certainly the merriest moment that 
nir company had enjoyed for a long time. Tlie young 
men to whose share no lady had fallen, held, for this 
kveek, the office of providing for the mind, the soul, and 
ffie body, as our orator expressed himself, but esi^e- 
nally, he Mnted, for the soul, since both the others 
ilready knew how to help themselves. 

These masters of ceremonies, who wished at once to 
lo themselves credit, brought into play some very 
Dretty new games, prepared at some distance a supper, 
vhich we had not reckoned on, and illuminated the 
i^acht on our return at night, although there was no 
lecessiby for it in the bright mooidight; but they 
excused themselves by saying that it was quite Con- 
or mable to the new social regulation to outshine the 
.ender glances of the heavenly moon by earthly can- 
lies. The moment we touched the shore, our Solon 
iried, " Ite^ missa est ! ** Each oue now handed out of 
;he vessel the lady who had fallen to him hy lot, and 
hen surrendered her to her proper partner, on receiving 
hs own in exchange. 

At our next meeting this weekly regulation was 
istablished for the summer, and the lots were drawn 
)uce more. There was no question but that this pleas- 
mtry gave a new and unexpected turn to the com- 
)any; and every one was stimulated to display whatever 
)f wit and grace was in him, and to pay court to his 
omporary fair one in the moat obliging maimer, since 
le might depend on having a sufficient store of coiu- 
)laisance for one week at least. 

Wg had scarcely settled down, when, instead of 
hanldng our orator, we reproached him for having 
:ept to himself the best part of his speech, — the eoii- 
lusion. Ho thereupon protested that the best part of 
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God forgive me for that ! Already have I a bald pate, 
which is owing to my great meditation/’ 

Here he took off his hat. 

But I should expose it to view with joy and honour 
if my lucubrations, which dry up my skin, and rob me 
of my finest adornment, could only be in some measure 
beueficial to myself and others. We are young, my 
friends, — that is good ; we shall grow older, — that 
is bad; we take little offence at each other, — that is 
right, and in accordance with the season. But soon, 
my friends, the days will come when we shall have 
much to be displeased at in ourselves ; then, let every 
one see that he makes all right with himself ; but, at 
the same time, others will not take things ill of us, and 
on what account we shall not understand ; for this we 
must prepare ourselves ; this shall now be done.” 

He had delivered the whole speech, but especially 
the last part, with the tone and gesture of a Capuchin ; 
for, as he was a Catholic, he might have had abundant 
opportunity to study the oratory of these fathers. He 
now appeared out of breath, wiped his youthful, bald 
head, which really gave him the look of a priest, and 
by these drolleries put the light-hearted company in 
such good humour that every one was eager to hear 
him longer. But, instead of proceeding, he drew open 
the bag, and turned to the nearest lady. “ How for a 
trial of it 1 ” exclaimed he : “ the work will do credit to 
the master. If in a week’s time we do not lilce it, we 
will give it up, and stick to the old plan.” 

Half willingly, half on compulsion, the ladies drew 
their tickets ; and it was easy to see that various pas- 
sions were in play during this little affair. Fortunately 
it happened that the merry-minded were separated, 
while the more serious remained togetlier, and so, too, 
my sister kept her Englishman ; which, on hotli sides, 
they took very kindly of the god of love and luck. 


Ut again, ana, AviLLie utJ 

) give 0 tilers a thrust home, nothing more agi’oo- 
ble can be found. Such a man we possessed hi mu* 
lend Horn, whose name, to begin with, gave occasion 
)r all sorts of jokes, and who, on accoiOit of liis small 
gure, was called nothing but Horn chon (little Horn), 
[e was, in fact, the smallest in the company, of a stout 
at pleasing form ; a pug-nose, a mouth somewhat pout- 
ig, little sparkling eyes, made up a swarthy countc- 
ance which always seemed to invite laughter. His 
ttle compact skull was thickly covered with curly 
lack hair: liis beard was prematurely blue; and ho 
ould have lilced to let it grow, that, as a comic luask, 
e might always keep the company laughing, h'or Urn 
ist, he was neat and nimble, but insisted that he had 
indy legs, which everybody granted, since he was 
mt on having it so, but about which many a jokt^ 
•ose; for, since he W’as in request as a vmy good 
mcer, he reckoned it among the peculiarities of the 
dr sex, that they always lilced to see bandy legs on 
le floor. His cheerfuhiess was indestructible, ami his 
I’csence at every meeting indispensable. We two kcjpt 
lore together because lie was to follow me to the 
aiversity; and he well deserves that I should lucutiou 
im with all honour, as he adhered to mo for many 
ears with infiuite love, faithfulness, and patience. 

By my ease in rliyming, and in wixuiiiig from c.om- 
ion objects a poetical side, lie had allowcid luinsell' to 
B seduced into similar labours. Our little Hoeial (ixeur- 
ons, parties of pleasure, and the contingencies that 
Bcurrcd in them, we decked out poetically ; and thus, 
y the description of an event, a new event always 
rose. But as such social jests commonly doguneralo 
ito personal ridicule, and my friend Horn, with hi.s 
iiiiesque reiiresentations, did not always keep within 
roper bounds, many a misundevstantling aro.st.^, winch, 
owever, could soon be softened down and (iilaiuxl. 
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at persuasion should make no speech ; for, as to convic- 
tion, that was a ticldish business. As, however, they 
gave him no peace, he began a Capuchinade on the 
spot, more comical than ever, perhaps, for the very rea- 
son that he took it into bis head to speak on the most 
serious subjects. For with texts out of the Bible, 
which had nothing to do with the business ; with 
similes which did not fit ; with allusions which illus- 
trated nothing, — he carried out the proposition, that 
whosoever does not know how to conceal his passions, 
inclinations, wishes, purposes, and plans, will come to 
no good in the world, but will be ^sturbed and made 
a butt in every end and corner ; and that especially if 
one would be happy in love, one must take pains to 
keep it a most profound secret 

This thought ran through the whole, without, prop- 
erly speaking, a single word of it being said. If you 
would form a conception of this singular man, let it be 
considered, that, bemg born with a good foimdation, he 
had cultivated his talents, and especially his acuteness, 
in Jesuit schools, and had amassed an extensive knowl- 
edge of the world and of men, but only on the bad 
side. He was some two and twenty years old, and 
w^ould gladly have made me a proselyte to his contempt 
for mankind ; but this would not take with me, as I 
always had a great desire to be good myself, and to 
find good in others. Meanwhile, I was by him made 
attentive to many things. 

To complete the draTnatis personce of every merry 
company, an actor is necessary who feels pleasure when 
the others, to enliven many an indifferent moment, 
point the arrows of their wit at him. If he is not 
merely a stuffed Saracen, like those on whom the 
knights used to practise their lances in mock battles, 
but understands himself how to skirmish, to rally, and 
to challenge, how to wound lightly, and recover him- 
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ling, ana the preparations lor tueiu vmj 
:Sj I had enough time to read, and, as I tlioiiglit, 
:udy. To please my father, I diligently repeated 
smaller work of Hopp, and could stand an exam- 
^on in it forwards and backwards, by which means 
ide myself complete master of the cliief contents 
le institutes. But a restless eagerness for knowl- 
urged me farther : I lighted upon tlie history of 
mt literature, and from that fell into an oucyclo- 
’sm, in which I hastily read Gessuer’s Isagogo 
Morhov’s Polyhistor/' and thus gained a gouoral 
)n of how many strange tilings might liavc hap- 
d in learning and life. By this persevering and 
I industry, continued day and night, I bccuino 
t confused than instructed; but I lost mysell: in 
ill greater labyrinth when I found TVayle in my 
\v*s library, and plunged deeply into this work, 
it a leading conviction, which was continually 
^ed within me, was that of the importaiuje ol' tho 
mt tongues ; since from amidst this literary hurly- 
r, thus much continually forced itself upon mo, 
in them were preserved all the models of oratory, 
at the same time everything else of worth that the 
1 has ever possessed, Hebrow, together witli 
cal studies, had retired into the background, and 
k lilcewise, since my acquaintance witli it di(l not 
id beyond the iSTew Testament. I therefore tho 
zealously kept to Latin, the masterpiocos in 
h lie nearer to us, and which, besides its splen- 
uiginal productions, offers us the other wealtli of 
jes in translations, and the works of tlio greatest 
ars. I consequently read much in this liingnagi^, 
gi*eat ease, and was bold enough to l)eli(5v<3 I 
rstood the authors, because I missed nothing of 
iteral sense. Indeed, I was very indignant wlie.u 
ird that Grotius had insolently declared, "he did 
cad Terence as hoys do.'’ Happy narrow-iuiudud*' 
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TRUTH AND PICTION 


Thus, also, ho tried l\is skill iu a siu‘cios uf p<uary 
whicli was then very niiujli Llie order of the. day,-' 
comic heroical poem. rcip(!’H Kiiiu'. of tlie Loe-k had 
called forth many iinitatious : Ziu’lmria lailtivaied this 
branch of poetry on (leniian soil; and it pleas(‘d (‘vmy 
one, because the ordiimry Huhje.et ot it was vsouu* awk- 
ward fellow, of whom the nuuli^ gaim‘., wliilt'. lltey 
favoured tlic hettcu* one. 

Although it is no wonder, yet it (‘.xeitt^.s wondennmd, 
when coutemplating a literature, eH])(i(aally the (huanun, 
one observes how a whole nation cannot get free IVnui 
a subject which has botui ouct^ given, and luijipily 
treated in a certain form, bnt will it rc|M‘nt(Ml in 

everymanuev, until, at last, the original itself is c.uvere.il 
up, and stifled by the h.ea])s of iinita, Lions. 

The heroic poem of my friend was a voucher for (his 
remark. At a guiat sledging-party, an awlcward inaii 
has assigned to him a lady wlio dot‘H U(»t likt* liini ; 
comically enough, there befalls him, one ufte.r another, 
every accident that can happen on such an occasion, 
until at last, as lie is ontnuitiiig for tlio shulge driver’s 
right (a kiss), he falls from the liac.k scat; for just 
then, as was natural, th(,j h'ates tripped him up. Tim. 
fair one seisics tlie roius, and drives honu‘. aloiu‘, where, 
a favoured friend receives lier, and trium])liN over his 
presumptuous rival As to the. inst, it was vmy \uvl- 
tily contrived that the fcuir diderent kinds of spirits 
should worry him iu turn, till at tln^ (md tlu^ gmnims 
hoist him completely out of tlui saddh^. Tlu\ juuMu, 
witten in Alexandrines, and fouiuhsl on a true story, 
highly delighted our little puhlic; and w(^ wen; con- 
vinced that it could well 1 j(\ cnm]»ave.d with {\n\ 
Walpurgisnight ” of LiJwen, or the » Henoiiimist ” 
of Zachariii,.^ 

Wliile, now, our social pleasures nu[uinul Init an 


^Thls word, wlucli Rift-uiaoH Ronmliiiii/' Ukt! oiir ‘‘bully 
specially used to desigiuito a agUting hUiiIouL --.'ruANH, 
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en DriDea uy lacwous, ntiu ucuuiut; utiu 
e: I hated every injustice beyond measure, for chil- 
en are all moral rigourists* My father, who was 
ucerned in the afiaii’S of the city only as a private 
tizen, expressed himself with very hvely indignation 
>out much that had failed. And did I not see him, 
ter so many studies, endeavours, pains, travels, and 
much varied cultivation, between his four walls, 
iding a solitary life, such as I could never desire for 
yself ? All this together lay as a horrible load 
L my mind, from which I could only free myself by 
yriQg to contrive a plan of life altogether different 
)ni that which had been inarlced out for ino. In 
ought I threw aside my legal studies, and devoted 
yself solely to the languages, to antiquities, to liis- 
ly, and to all that flows from them. 

Indeed, at all times, the poetic imitation of wliat I 
d perceived in myself, in others, and in iiatiaro, 
bided me the greatest x>lcasure, I did it with ever- 
3reasing facility, because it came by instinct, uiid no 
iticism had led me astray ; and, if I did not fool full 
nfidence in my productions, I could certainly r(5gard 
ein as defective, but not such as to bo utterly 
jected. Althougli here and there they wore con- 
red, I still retained my silent conviction tliat 1 
uld not but gradually improve, and that sonietiino 
might be honourably named along vnth Hagedorn, 
dlert, and other such men. But such a distinction 
)ne seemed to me too empty and inadequate ; I 
shed to devote myself professionally and witli /.oul 
those aforesaid fundamental studies, and, whilst I 
3ant to advance more rapidly in my own works ))y 
nore thorough insight into antiquity, to qualify my- 
,f for a university professorship, which seemed to me 
3 most desirable thing for a young man who strovt^ 

‘ culture, and intended to contribute to that of 
lers. 


at every moment of their existence, fancy themselves 
finished, and inquire after neither the true nor the 
false, after neither the high nor the deep, but merely 
after that which is suited to them. 

I had thus learned Latin, lil^e German, French, and 
English, merely by practice, without rules, and with- 
out comprehension. Whoever knows the then con- 
dition of scholastic instruction will not think it strange 
that I skipped gi*amniar as well as rhetoric ; all seemed 
to me to come together naturally : I retained the 
words, their forms and inflexions, in my ear and mind, 
and used the language with ease in writing and in 
chattering. 

Michaelmas, the time fixed for my going to the 
university, was approaching ; and my mind was ex- 
cited quite as much about my life as about my learn- 
ing. I grew more and more clearly conscious of an 
avei'sion to my native city. By Grotchen’s removal, 
the heart had been broken out of the boyisli and youtli- 
ful plant : it needed time to bud forth again from its 
sides, and surmount the first in jury by a new growth. 
My ramblings through the streets had ceased ; I now, 
like others, only went such ways as were jiecessary. 
I never went again into Gretchen's quarter of the city, 
not even into its vicinity : and as iny old walls and 
towers became gradually disagreeable to me, so also 
was I displeased at the constitution of the city; all 
that hitherto seemed so wortliy of honour now ap- 
peared to me in distorted shapes. As grandson of the 
Schiiltheiss I had not remained unacquainted with the 
secret defects of such a republic ; the less so, as chil- 
dren feel quite a peculiar surprise, and are excited to 
busy researches, as soon as something which they have 
hitherto implicitly revered becomes in any degree sus- 
picious to them. The fruitless indignation of upright 
men, in opposition to those who are to be gained and 


kvliicili T gav(^ iiiyHi'U* up oxoluHivi'.ly, uiul proiiUMtid iiiy- 
Hilf noUiiug lull lui]tpiiU!SH and couCciiL in Llio dislauco. 

CloHidy UM 1 kf.pt projufdn a HctjrnL from nvoiy 

ni(i 1 fuuld iiut hid(\ llieni Troiu luy Hislcr, wlio, 
ilW bf.ing viuy nutcli alaruuul aliouL Lliciii at iir.st, 
*vus liiially (iniiwoltMl wluui I promiHcul to Hiiud after 
nw, no that nlio c.ould ('Ujoy with .me the lirillhuit 
aatiou 1 was ti» iilitain, and nluu’t‘. my c.omforL with 
no. 

Micluudma.s, no longingly (‘.xpiudod, oaiuo at luBt, 
ivluin 1 m‘,t (Uit will) doliglit, iu oom])any with the 
:){)ok8olh*.r l‘'l(h.sr,ln',r ami hin wife (wIioho inaidm) name 
m\.^ TrilUvr, ami wlio wan going t(» visit her fatliov in 
Witto.nhin'g) ; anil I left hoJiind mo tlu) wortliy city 
n whio.li I laid hoim horn and hnid, with imlidbnaieUj 
IS if I wished no.vor to ni‘t Foot in it again. 

'riniH, at rin'tiiin opoc.lis, oliihlnni puj’t J'ronj 'parents, 
^oi’vanls From masters, proldgb.s From tlnni' •|)aLn)ns; 
ind, whotlu'.r it suo.c.ooil or not, siu^l) an attom])t to 
)tand on one’s own. Foot, to inaki^ ono’s so.lf in^ll^]>ond- 
uit, to live For one’s self, is always in aeoordama) witli 
/lie will oF ?iiitnro. 

We lunl drivmi cait through the Allerhoiligon (All 
■faints) galls and had soon leFtllanau hehind us, after 
^vhioh wo riMLolietl soimos wliiiOi uronsi'd niy attcntiou 
ly their novelty, iF, at this season of tlie year, they 
iffered little (hat was pltNising. A. eontinuul ruin laid 
Mnuplotelj' sijoileil the roads, whioh, generally sjie.aking, 
iven‘. \\u[> thi'ii ill sneh gooil ord(*r as we lind them now; 
ind our journey was llins neither jdeasanL nor liappy, 
Yet 1 was iudehte.d to this damp weather For the sight 
)( a natural plumomenon whioh mus(i he exe.e.edingly 
•are, For 1 liave seen nothing like, it since, nor liavi^ 1 
Heard oF its having heen ohserved hy others. It was 
ihis: namely, we. were driving at iiigliit uj) a rising 
.^n'oiind hc^tween Ihiiian iiml ( lelhmisen, and, ultliougli 
it wufi dark, we prefiTreil walking to exjtnsing our- 


Willi Uu‘.si'. inltMiUnns I always hml my cyt'. ujujii 
My wholi^ conrulmuu'. nisLiid U]nm man 
ll.iyiH*., Mu‘luu*lis, and so many ollua's; my lunsl 
nrdiMil wisli was to sit at tlicir fiuit, and ulliaul to llanr 
inslnutlioiis. lUil my ratiuu* ramaiiuHl inlloxibla.. ilow- 
Hoavi'.r sonm Ta.mily friiuids, who won*, of my o]iiiii(m, 
tried to i]dlu(ai(‘(‘. liim, lio porsisUul tliat I must to 
Loi|)zi^. I was now nisolvod, (amlrary to his vii^ws and 
wislio.H, U) choosii a lino td studios and of lifo tor luy- 
soir, by way of s(df-do[ou(U‘., 'I'ho obstiiiaoy of my 
fathor, who, without knowing’ it, op])OMod liimsolt to 
my plans, stroii|^thonod mo in luy imi)iiity; so tliat 
I nuulo no Horu])lo to hsLon to him by tlu‘. hour, wliilo 
lio dos(uil)od and n‘.p(iati‘.d to mo tho. (‘.ourso. of study 
and of lilV, wluc.li I shouhl pursuo at tho univiirsitios 
and in tho world. 

All ho]HiH of (Idttini^am lumig (uit oil, I now turnod 
my cyos toward Leipzig. 'I'hon*. Kriu'.sti a])i) 0 .anul to 
mo as a brilliant light: Mhriis, too, aln^uly awalauiod 
imudi conlldenoo. 1 plannod for mysidf in so.o.r(*t an 
opposition (a)urso, or ratlior 1 built a oasth^ in tlu‘. air, 
on a tolerably solid foundation; and it somno.d to mo 
quito ronuuitioally lionouraldo to mark out my own 
jiatli of life, whi(di a])poarod tho. hiSs visionary, as 
(U‘io..sl)aoli luul alroady mado great progress in a simi- 
lar way, and was o.omiucndetl for it by oviuy one. Tho 
secret joy of a imisonor, when ho has un))ouml tlio 
fetters, and rapidly hltid through tluj l)ars (d’ his jail- 
wiiuhiw, cannot lie greater than was inim». as I siiw 
day after day disappear, and OcLoIk)]* draw nigli. TIu) 
inclement season and the liad roads, of whie.li (ivery- 
body had something to tell, did not frighten mi^ The 
thought of making good my footing in a stranger place, 
and in winter, did not make nu5 sad; sulliee it to 
say, that I only saw my ]n*eseiit situation was gloomy, 
and ropresonted to myself tlie other unknown world 
as light and cheerful. Thus 1 formeil my dreams, to 



ion Uio oxcu'.llont lady addvoHatal a fri»*udly 
no. liut wliuu I wuH siMit out to hu.stt'u tlui 
;h had hi'.iai ordiMMMl, uot huviu‘.j; In-ou UiUMui- 
tho lo.MH of roat and tho. (d‘ tmvollini', 

inc.(ui<[U<‘nihlo drnWHiuusH ovtuioolc mr, tlmt 
full aslt'i'i) wliih^ wallviii^^ n^turnod into tlio 
L iiiy ]iat on my hrail, and, without ri'umrkiia'f 
itlusm worn aayinu; pIiUMul myMoll’ with 

umHcdouMiKJHH lioldnd tlu< t'lmir, ami nrvri* 
Lliat hy my cniidin^L 1 lia<l otuno (u distml* 
»tiouH in a vaay dmll way. Maduna* Mri.i" 
laolcrd m'itljrr Mpirit nor wit nor Ionium, 
tla*. atrangiTM, iM'I’orn tiny liuil arulr»l {h»'m« 

. t(» lu^ auijiri.MtMl at aiiylliin*:; limy niinld - '‘o 
that Ihfir youn;j IVllow Inivollrr had in hia 
mh of llui juM-idiarily of tho <,Jii{iUonv \s\\n 
Lt thoy oaniiot Umiour (lod and llit^ kinn h.-l 
illi lioadN, 'riio haiaksunu' lady, wiiu 

n'Htrain Imr luujddor, InokiMl jarMim- ihfin 
>nsiM|imnot^ ; and 1 wouhl liavo |*iv*'n ovmv- 
the*, workl not In havo lu'on t ho t-au io n[ 
‘lit wliioii NVuH so hi*ddy hoi-onunjj to lo r 
rv. I hath hoNvovor, soinotdy laid u-iidt^ luy 
thoso )>orsimM, in aoo.onlunot^ with ihrir 
uannors, iniinoiliaioly dropnod llio joko, ami, 
u'st wino. from tlnar laiMlo rams otauplololy 
ud ^d^‘nI^ rhai^rin, and llm nioiuory of all ['asl 

I in L(d]}/jn just at (ho timo of tlm fair, foan 
lorivt'd ifuitioiilnr jdoasiiro; fiu* Imro I ^aw 
tla^ <‘onliinmtitin of a atuto at Ihiiayi hohinj^ 

' nativai rit.y, familiar warns and (mthn «. 
itlufr pianos, and in a diiroi'<nit oidm*. 1 
Ixait tlai nairkot and tho Injotha with mm h 
lull iny atltmlioji was jiaji i* alarlj attno tod 
laiiilants of iho Mastorn I'niinliio'i in tlioir 
' 0 M‘U‘S, Iho poll's and Ki)f*'.iuiis, jua!, uhuvn 


selves to the danger and difficulty of that part of the 
road. All at once, in a ravine on the right-hand side 
of the way, I saw a sort of amphitheatre, wonderfully 
illuminated. In a funnel-shaped space there were in- 
numerable little lights gleaming, ranged step-fashion 
over one another; and they shone so brilliantly that 
the eye was dazzled. But what still more confused 
the sight was, that they did not keep still, hut jumped 
about here and there, as well downwards from above 
as vice versa, and in every direction. The greater part 
of them, however, remained stationary, and beamed on. 
It was only with the greatest reluctance that I suffered 
myself to be called away from this spectacle, which I 
could have wished to examine more closely. The 
postilion, when questioned, said that he Imew nothing 
about such a phenomenon, hut that there was in the 
neighbourhood an old stone-quarry, the excavation of 
which was ftlled with water. How, whether this was 
a pandemonium of wBl-o’-the-wisps, or a company of 
luminous creatures, I will not decide. 

The roads through Thuringia were yet worse; and 
unfortunately, at nightfall, our coach stuck fast in the 
vicinity of Auerstadt. We were far removed from all 
manldnd, and did everything possible to work ourselves 
out. I failed not to exert myself zealously, and might 
thereby have overstrained the ligaments of my chest ; 
for soon afterward I felt a pain, wliich went off and 
returned, and did not leave me entirely until after 
many years. 

Yet on that same night, as if it had been destined 
for alternate good and had luck, I was forced, after an 
unexpectedly fortunate incident, to experience a teas- 
ing vexation. We mot, in Auerstadt, a genteel married 
couple, who had also just arrived, having been delayed 
by a similar accident ; a pleasing, dignified man, in his 
best years, with a very handsome wife. They politely 
persuaded us to sup in their company, and I felt very 



hostess showed herself benevolent to him, always 
friendly to me, and careful for us both. 

I now hastened with my letters of introduction to 
Hofrath Bohme, who, once a pupil of Maskow, and 
now his successor, was professor of history and public 
law. A little, tliiclc-set, lively man received me kindly 
enough, and introduced me to his wife. Both of them, 
as well as the other persons whom I waited on, gave 
me the pleasantest hopes as to my future residence ; 
but at drab I let no one know of the design I enter- 
tained, although I could scarcely wait for tlie favour- 
able moment wlien I should declare myself free from 
jurisprudence, and devoted to the study of the classics. 
I cautiously waited till the Fleischers had returned, 
that my purpose tnight not be too prematurely betrayed 
to niy family. But I then went, without delay, to 
Hofratli Jiiihmo, to whom, before all, I fcliought I must 
conddo the matter, and with niucli self-imp or tauce and 
boldness of spoecli disclosed my views to him. How- 
ever, I found by no means a good reception of my 
proposition. As professor of liistory and ]3ublic law, 
ho had a declared hatred for everything that savoured 
of the hcllcs-httTcs. Unfortunately, he did nob stand 
on the best footing with those who cultivated them; 
and Gellorb in particular, in wliom I had, awlcwardly 
cuougli, expressed much confidence, he could not even 
endure. To send a faithful student to those men, 
therefore, wliilo lie deprived himself of one, and espe- 
cinlly under such circumstances, seemed to him alto- 
gether out of the question. He therefore gave me 
a severe lecture on the spot, iu which he protested that 
lie could nob permit such a step without the permission 
of my i)ar6nts, even if he approved of it himself, which 
was not the case in this instance. He then passion- 
ately inveighed against philology and the study of 
languages, ljufc still more against poetical exercises, 
which 1 had indeed allowed to peep out in the back- 



all, Uu^ CJnu^lv.s, for the, sake of ^vhoHl^ haiuiHoiuo 
I'onnH aud dii^nilitul (MKsUinia I often went to tlio 
npol, 

lint tlufl animatint^ Innstle was H{>on ov(U’; and now 
tlin city itHi’ll: appiuinal before iu(*., witli its luiiulNome, 
lu}j;li, and uniform houaea It iiuuU^ a very ^ood im- 
l)n\s.siou upon nu^; and it cannot bo dc-iiicd, that in 
^^oiuu*alj but espiunally in the niltmt inonanitH of Sun- 
duyn and holidaya, it has Home.tldnjj; imposing; and 
wlum in the nioonlipflit tlu^ Htriu^tH wiu'ii luilf in whadtuv, 
balWllutninaUHl, llioy often invited nn\ to noc.turiiul 
pronunuide.H. 

In tlio nu*antinie, an compared with tlmt to wbicli I 
luid bitluu’to been aocuiHtonicd, this imw static of alVairs 
was liy no means Hatisfa(dory. Lc.ip/i^^ calls u}) bi*foro 
the spectator no antiepu^ time: it is a nc.w, vj'cently 
elapsed epoidi, testifyini^ (unniuortnal ad-ivity, comfort, 
and wcudtli, wbadi announces itsedf to us in tlH^so 
inonunumts. Yi‘.t quiU^ to my tast(‘. W(a'('. tlm liousiis, 
wbicb to me secsnctl immense, and wliich, frontiii^^ two 
streets, and oiul)raoing a citi/.im-world within tht'ir 
lar{j;(i courtyards, built round witli lofty walls, an*, likti 
lar^ii (‘.nstlcs, nay, ovmi balf-citic.s. In om^ of these 
straiif^o ]>laei*s I quartoved mysolf ; minudy, in the 
llombsbcdl ''raveru (./^kafTZ;7n/r/), bc.twe.mi the Old and 
the N(‘.w Newmarket (Nciiviarkl), A (a)U])h\ of plc-usant 
rooms looking out upon a courtyard, wbiidi, on aiu'.ount 
of tlie thorough taro, was not witliout animation, wtu'e 
occupied by the bookseller bleisclnu’ (lining tln^ fair, 
and l»y Hu^ taken for tlui rest of tlio time at a modiaiiUi 
price. As a Mlow lodger 1 found a tbc.ological stndmit, 
who was d(Hiply liMirned in liis professional studies, 
a sound tlviuker, but poor, and sulVering much from Ins 
eyes, which caused him grc'at anxiedy for tint futun‘. 
lie had brought tliks aniictiou upon liiinsidf hy his 
inordinate reading till the laUist dusk of tlm (vv(‘ning, 
and oven by moonlight, to save a little oil Our ol(l 



Tlu‘. rovunMU'i^ iiiul lovo with ^vbicli Oi'lloitr wus 
o|funle(l l)y all pt'.ojilu was oxlraordinury. I 

Hid jilriHuly (‘.allo.d on him, and had h(‘(Mi kindly 
:(iiviul hy hinu Not (d tall sLatuni; idi^gaut witlmut 
leiu^f hum; Mol’t and ratiuu* pimsivo, oyas ; a vary lino 
ondiaad ; a uosi? a([uilina, hut not too much ho; 
ati^ moutli ; a Taci^ of an ujj^i'coulilo oval, — all madt^ 
lia ]H’csi'nci'. ]ilcasiii^ aial di‘Hinil)ltu It c.ost houio 
runhlo to nuu'h liim. Ilia two Fiunuli n,]i])(Mircd liko 
irioaLs vvlm «^uard a .sfua'Lum’y, tho (kuu'hm to which 
s not ptamittcd to (‘.vciylMtily, nor at c-vory tiim‘. : and 
ucli a |)roca.i!tion wna very noci'.sHary ; tor ho would 
aye. Hiunilicctl hia wludc. lime, luul ho l)ccn williia' U> 
1'n‘ivc. ami aaiisfy all l.liosi* who wiahed to liocfinio 
itimati* Nvitli him. 

At (irst I uU, ended my IccUii'c.m aH.sidnouHly uml 
lithfully, hat llm ]>liiloao]>hy would not c.nlifddcn mo 
t all. In tho lo|dc, it Hciuiicd Htnua^c. l,n me that 1 had 
u to te.ar asumler, isoluli', iimh an it weic, do;;tr(iy, 
lioHii (Hitu’atiouM of Uu* mind which I hail |>cirnnjicd 
dtli the ^^reutcHt ease from my youili upward, and 
[lis in order to aeo into the ri^^ht uho of lliem. < )!' (ho 
liuj^ itH<dr, of tlu'. world, and of (lod, I thmi).»ht I Iviawv 
hmit UH mneh aa tho profeMHor himHidf; and, in more 
la.(tl^s than one, the aifair Mcenu'd to mo to eomo into 

tre.niendoiiH atnut. all went on in Itdm’uljlo 

nhu* till toward iShroveliih*, wIkmi, in the. neighh<air« 
ood of I’rofeHsor Winkham houHe on tlio d'lionma 
'Inee, the. moat delieiona fritlmvi eaiao Imt oat of the 
an just at tln^ liour tif h'.e.Lure ; and IheMt* didayed ua 
» loii;:', that our notisliookH lie.eamo diaorderetj ; ami 
10 eomdusion of tliein, towanl Hprinj.,s melted away, 
>ceth(w with the anow, aud was lost. 

'riie, law^liu’-ture.s \'ery aotm fared not any lietter. for 
already knew just as iiimdi as the professin* ihouuht 
nod to eoiamunieati*. to um, jM y alnhlMirn iiidn.*.(ry 
i writing' drjwa the. ]ei*lnreH at limt, wao paralysed Ity 


ground. He nnally concluaecl, that, ir i wished to 
enter more closely into tlie study of the ancients, it 
could be done much better by the way of jurispru- 
dence. He brought to my recollection many elegant 
jurists, such as Eberhard, Otto, and Heineccius, prom- 
ised me mountains of gold from Eoman antiquities and 
the history of law, and showed me, clear as the sun, 
that I should here be taking no roundabout way, even 
if afterward, on more mature deliberation, and with the 
consent of my parents, I should determine to follow 
out my own plan. He begged me, in a friendly 
manner, to think the matter over once more, and 
to open my mind to him soon ; as it would be neces- 
sary to come to a determination at once, on account of 
the impending commencement of the lectures. 

It was, however, very pohte of him not to press me 
on the spot. His arguments, and the weight with 
which he advanced them, had already convinced my 
pliant youth ; and I now first saw the difficulties and 
doubtfulness of a matter which I had privately pictured 
to myself as so feasible. Frau Hofrath Bohme invited 
me shortly afterward. I found her alone. Slie was 
no longer young, and liad very delicate health; was 
gentle and tender to an infinite degree ; and formed a 
decided contrast to her husband, whose good nature 
was even blustering. She spoke of the conversation 
her husband had lately had with me, and once more 
placed the subject before me, in all its hearings, in 
so cordial a manner, so affectionately and sensibly, that 
I could not help yielding: the few reservations on 
which I insisted were also agreed upon by the other side. 

Thereupon her husband regulated my hours ; for 
I was to hear lectures on ]philosophy, the history of 
law, the Institutes, and some other matters. I was 
content with this; but I carried my point so as to 
attend Gellert’s history of literature (mth Stockhausen 
for a text-book), and his “ Practicum ” besides. 



1C livHt thing Lho hulicM hluinccl me for wtus iny 
CHH, for 1 Inul tiomu from homo to llio univemily 
Iher oddly o(inii>pti(l. 

My falhur, who (U'.LohUhI nolluiig ho numli uh when 
niclhhig happoiu'.d In vniii, wlien any one did nob 
n.)W lu)W lo iiudoi UHo oT his tinu^ or found no oppor- 
iiily ior turning it U> ae.oouiit, <!iirri(al liin (utonoiuy of 
iiuj aiul ahilitioH so far, that notlung gave him grealov 
eaHiire than l.o kill two hirdn with oiu\ .stoned llo 
id, lliiu’eroro, no.ve.r migagc.d a so.rvaiit who eoidd not 
i uHofu) tt) tlui lioiiHo in HO) m ‘.thing (d.sij. Ni)W, an ho 
id always writUm (worytlung witli his own haiuh and 
id, lattindy, tlm iMmvmihmc.i^ of diotating to tlie young 
inatii of iJn‘. lioiuic., lu» loiind it most ailvanLagiaius to 
iv(^ tailors for his domestics, who wori^ ohliginl to 
akt^ g(»od list' of tludr time., as they not only had 
I mak(^ tluar t>wn livtuies, hut the. clothe.H for my 
tlua* and tlu^ clnlilre.n, hesides doing all tlie me.iidiug, 
l.y fathm* liiuauilf took ]Ja.ins to lia,vt‘. th(^ Is'st mateviuLs 
al thl^ Ih'hL kind (»f cloth, l>y getting (inn wanss of tlu! 
ireign morttliants at tliii fair, and laying tlie.m u)) in 
ore. 1 still rmiimnher well tluit he. always vi.site.d 
in lli‘.rrn von la'iweniclit, of Aix-la-l Ihape.llo, and from 
ly earlii‘..st yiailli niuiln niti ae(pniinU!d with tlu^Hi^ and 
.]u‘.r ominmd/ mere.luint.s. 

()an» was also taken for Urn litness of tiui Htulf: and 
len^ was a ])lenlifnl stock of dilVere.nt kinds of (doth, 
irge, ami (hitting stul]’, Ijesith's tin? nupiisito lining; 
) Unit, as far a.s llit^ inaUu’ials W(U*n eniiee.rni;d, wii 
liglit wtdl vcaitun^ to hn setm. Hut Lho form H])oil(al 
m(»st (wcay thing. l''or, if oiui of cair lumur-tailors wan 
lytldng of a e.hwer Imnd at se.wiiig and making u]) a 
Kit which hud hetm c.ut out for him in naiHtia'ly 
Mlnon, lui was now tthligc.d also to c.ut out tlic. dre.HM 
ir liiniself, which did not always .succ.oimI to ])(aicctioin 
i addition Iti tlii.s, my fatlic.r ktgit wluitcvc.r hidnngc.d 

^ nin'rally, *M.») airlkn Iwn UItm wllli niii, ftjiin'i’.'' 'i’liANH. 


aegrees ; lor i lounu ib excessively teaioiis lo pen ciown 
once more that which, partly by question, partly by 
answer, I had repeated with my father often enough to 
retain it for ever in my naemory. The -harm wliich 
is done when young people at school are advanced too 
far in many tilings was afterward manifested still more 
when time and attention were diverted from exercises 
in the languages, and a foundation in what are, properly 
speaking, preparatory studies, in order to be applied to 
what are called Reahties ” which dissipate more than 
they cultivate, if they arc not methodically and thor- 
oughly tauglit. 

I here mention, by the way, another evil l^y which 
students are much embarrassed. P^rofessors, as well as 
other men in oihee, cannot all be of the same age : but 
when the younger ones teach, in fact, only that they 
may learn, and moreover, if they have talent, antici- 
pate their age, they acquire their own cultivation alto- 
gether at the cost of their hearers ; since these arc not 
instructed in what tliey really need, but in that which 
the professor finds it necessary to elaborate for himself. 
Among the oldest professors, on the contrary, many 
are for a long time stationary : they deliver on the 
whole only fixed views, and, in the details, much tlmt 
time has already condemned as useless and false. Be- 
tween the two arises a sad conflict, in which young 
minds are dragged hither and thither, and whicli can 
scarcely be set right by the middle-aged profovssors, 
who, though possessed of sufficient learning and cul- 
ture, always feel within themselves an active desire for 
knowledge and reflection. 

Now, as in this way I learned to know much more 
than I could digest, whereby a constantly increasing 
uncomfortableness was forced upon me ; so also from 
life I experienced many disagreeable trifles, — as, 
indeed, one must always pay one’s footing when one 
changes one’s place and comes into a new position. 
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seacoast, always have something animating about them), 
expresses himself much in similes and allusions, and 
makes use of proverbial sayings with a native common- 
sense aptness. In both cases he is often blunt : but, 
when one sees the drift of the expression, it is always 
appropriate ; only something, to be sure, may often 
slip in, which proves offensive to a more delicate 
ear. 

Every province loves its own dialect j for it is, 
properly spealcing, the element in which the soul draws 
its breath. But every one knows with what obstinacy 
the Misuian dialect has contrived to domineer over the 
rest, and even, for a long time, to exclude them. We 
have suffered for many years under this pedantic 
tyranny, and only by reiterated struggles have all the 
provinces again established themselves in their ancient 
rights. 

What a lively young man had to endure from this 
continual tutoring, may be easily inferred by any 
one who reflects that modes of thought, imagination, 
feeling, native character, must be sacrificed with the 
pronunciation which one at last consents to alter. 
And this intolerable demand was made by men and 
women of education, whose convictions I could not 
adopt, whose injustice I thought I felt, though I was 
uuable to make it plain to myself. Allusions to the 
pithy Biblical texts were to be forbidden me, as well 
as the use of the honest-hearted expressions from the 
Chronicles. I had to forget that I had read the " Kaiser 
von Geisersherg/' and eschew the use of proverbs, 
which nevertheless, instead of much fiddle-faddle, just 
hit the nail upon the head, — all this, which I had 
appropriated to myself with youthful ardour, I was 
now to do without: I felt paralysed to the core, and 
scarcely knew any more how I had to express myself 
on the commonest things, I was, moreover, told that 


10 nis ojuuuiiig ui guuu uuu uodb uruox, iiuu pic- 
servecl more thau used iC for many years. Thus he 
had a predilection for certain old cuts and trimmings, 
by which our dress sometimes acquired a strange 
appearance. 

In this same way had the wardrobe which I took 
with me to the university been furnished: it was very 
complete and handsome, and there was even a laced 
suit amongst the rest. Already accustomed to this 
kind of attire, jl thought myself sufficiently well dressed ; 
but it was not long before my female Mends, first by 
gentle raillery, then by sensible remonstrances, con- 
vinced me that I looked as if I had dropped down 
out of another world. Much as I felt vexed at this, 
I did not see at first how I was to mend matters. But 
when Herr von Masuren, the favourite poetical coun- 
try squire, once entered the theatre in a similar cos- 
tume, and was heartily laughed at, more by reason of 
bis external than his internal absurdity, I took courage, 
and ventured at once to exchange my whole wardrobe 
for a new-fashioned one, suited to the place, by which, 
however, it Bhrunk considerably. 

When this trial was surmounted, a new one was to 
come up, which proved to be far more unpleasant, 
because it concerned a matter which one docs not so 
easily put off and exchange. 

I ■ had been born and bred in the Upper-German 
dialect; and although my father always laboured to 
preserve a certain purity of language, and, from our 
youth upwards, had made us children attentive to what 
may be really called the defects of that idiom, and so 
prepared us for a better manner of spealdng, I retained 
nevertheless many deeper-seated peculiarities, which, 
because they pleased me by their naiveUj 1 was fond of 
making conspicuous, and thus every time I used them 
incurred a severe reproof from my new fellow towns- 
men. The Ux>pcr-German, and perhaps chiefly he who 
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iuiiiia, iriKs uuc uuiuny * exuiuiiitiu. a 
model of French manners. The professors, opulent 
both from theii* private property and from their liberal 
salaries, were not dependent upon their scholars ; and 
many subjects of the state, educated at the government 
schools or other gymnasia, and hoping for preferment, 
did not venture to throw off the traditional customs. 
The neighbourhood of Dresden, the attention thence 
paid to us, and the true piety of the superintendent of 
the course of study, could not be without a moral, nay, 
a religious influence. 

At first this land of life was not repugnant to me : 
my letters of introduction had given me the entree into 
good families, whose circle of relatives also received 
me well. But as I was soon forced to feel that the 
company had much to find fault with in me, and that, 
after dressing myself in their fashion, I must now talk 
according to their tongue also : and as, moreover, I could 
plainly see that I was, on the other hand, but little 
benefited by the instruction and mental improvement 
I had promised myself from my academical residence, 
— I began to be lazy, and to neglect the social duties 
of visiting, and other attentions; and indeed I should 
have sooner withdrawn from all such connections, 
had not fear and esteem attached me firmly to Hofrath 
Bohme, and confidence and affection to his wife. The 
husband, unfortunately, had not the happy gift of deal- 
ing with young people, of winning their confidence, 
and of guiding them, for the moment, as occasion 
might require. When I visited him I never got any 
good by it : his wife, on the contrary, showed a genuine 
interest in me. Her ill health kept her constantly at 
home. She often invited me to spend the evening 

^Leipzi" was so called, because a lai'ge and influeuLial i^orfciou 
of its citizens wore sprung from a colony of Huguenots, who 
settled there after the revocation of the edict of Nantes. — AvnerU 
can Note. 


s^ith her, and knew how to direct and improve me in 
aiany little external particulars : for my manners were 
?ood, indeed; but I was not yet master of what is 
properly termed etiqtLeite, Only one friend spent the 
evenings with her ; but she was much more dictatorial 
ind pedantic, for which reason slie displeased me 
excessively : and, out of spite to her, I often resumed 
ihose unmannerly habits from which the other had 
xlready weaned me. Nevertheless she always had 
patience enough with me, taught me piquet, ombre, 
ind similar games, the knowledge and practice of 
which is held indispensable in society. 

But it was in the matter of taste that Madame 
Bdhmc had the greatest influence upon me, — in a 
negative way truly, yet oue in which she agreed per- 
fectly with the critics. The Gottsched waters^ had 
inundated the German world with a true deluge, which 
bhi'eatened to rise up, even over the highest mountains. 
It takes a long time for such a flood to subside again, 
for the mire to dry away; and as in any epoch there 
are numberless aping poets, so the iinitation of the flat 
and watery produced a chaos, of which now scarcely a 
notion remains. To find out that trash was trash was 
hence the greatest sport, yea, the triumph, of the critics 
of those days. Whoever had only a little common 
sense, was superficially acquainted with the ancients, 
and was somewhat more familiar with the moderns, 
thought himself provided with a standard scale which 
he could everywhere apply. Madame Bohme was an 
educated woman, who opposed the trivial, weak, and 
commonplace : she was, besides, the wife of a man 
who hved on bad terms wth poetry in general, and 
would not even allow that of which she perhaps might 
have somewhat approved. She hstened, indeed, for 
some time \vith patience, when I ventured to recite to 

iThat is to say, the influence of GoUscliecl on German literar 
btire, of which more i.s said in the next hook. — Trans. 


her the verse or prose of famous poets who alreacly 
stood in good reputCj — for then, as always, I knew by 
heart everytlning that chanced in any degree to please 
me; but her complaisance was not of long duration. 
The first whom she outrageously abused were the 
poets of the Weisse school, who were just then often 
quoted with great applause, and had delighted me very 
particularly. If I looked more closely into tlie matter, 
I could not say she was wrong. I had sometimes 
even ventured to recite to her, though anonymously, 
some of my own poems ; but these fared no hotter than 
the rest of the set. And thus, in a short time, tlie 
beautiful variegated meadows at the foot of the Ger- 
man Parnassus, where I was fond of luxuriating, were 
mercilessly mowed down ; and I was even compelled 
to toss about the drying hay myself, and to ridicule 
that as lifeless which, a short time before, had given 
me such lively joy. 

Without kimwing it, Professor Moms came to 
strengthen her instructions. He was an uncommonly 
gentle and friendly man, with whom I became ac- 
quainted at the table of Hofratli Ludwig, and wlio 
received me very pleasantly when I bogged the privi- 
lege of visiting him. How, while making inquiries of 
him concerning antiquity, I did not conceal from him 
what delighted me among the moderns; when lie 
spoke about such things with more calmness, Init, what 
was still worse, with more profundity than Madame 
Bohrae; and he thus opened my eyes, at first to my 
greatest chagrin, but afterward to my surprise, and at 
last to my edification. 

Besides this, there came the Jeremiads, witli which 
Gellert, in his course, was wont to warn us against 
poetry. He wished only for prose essays, and always 
criticised these first. Verses he treated as a sorry 
addition : and, what was the worst of all, even my 
prose found little favour in his eyes ; for, after my old 



'ashioB, I used always to lay, as the foundation, a little 
^oniauce, which I loved to work out in the epistolary 
:orm. The subjects were impassioned, the style went 
oeyond ordinary prose, and the contents probably did 
not display any very deep knowledge of manldnd in the 
luthor ; and so I stood in very little favour with our 
professor, although he carefully looked over my labours 
IS well as those of the others, corrected them with red 
Luk, and here and there added a moral remarlc. Many 
[eaves of this kind, which I kept for a long time with 
satisfaction, have unfortunately, in the course of years, 
it last disappeared from among my papers. 

If elderly persons \vish to play the pedagogue prop- 
erly, they should neither prohibit nor render disagree- 
ible to a young man anything wliich gives him 
pleasure, of whatever kind it may be, unless, at the 
3ame time, they have something else to put in its 
place, or can contrive a substitute. Everybody pro- 
tested against my tastes and inclinations ; and, on the 
other hand, what tliey commended to me lay either so 
far from me that I could not perceive its excellencies, 
or stood so near me that I thought it not a whit better 
than what they inveighed against. I thus became 
tlioroughly perplexed on the subject, and promised 
myself the best results from a lecture of Ernesti's on 
Cicero de Oratore.” I learned something, indeed, 
from this lecture, but was not enlightened on the sub- 
ject which particularly concerned me. What T de- 
manded was a standard of opinion, and thought I 
perceived that nobody possessed it; for no one agreed 
with another, even when they brouglit forward ex- 
amples : and where were wc to get a settled judgment, 
when they managed to reckon up against a man like 
Wieiand so many faults in his amiable writings, which 
so completely captivated us younger folks ? 

Amid tliis manifold distraction, this dismemberment 
of my existence and my studies, it happened that I 


took my dimiors ut Hofratli Ludwig’s, lie was a 
medical man, a botanist ; and his conipany, witli the 
exception of Morns, consisted of physicians just com- 
mencing or near the coinplctiun of tlioir studies. Now, 
during these hours, I heard no other conversation, tliau 
about medicine or natural history, and my imagination 
was drawn over into t^^uite a new held. I licard the 
names of Haller, Linnieus, BuHou, mentioned with 
great respect ; and, even if disputes often fivose about 
mistakes into which it was said tliey had fallen, all 
agreed in the end to honour the acknowledged ulaiu- 
dance of their merits. The siihjects were entertaining 
and important, and cnclmined my attention. l)y d(\- 
gi‘ees I became familiar with many }\ames and a copi- 
ous terminology, wliicli I grasped more willingly as 1 was 
afraid to write down a rhyme, liowcvev sp(mtaneously 
it presented itself, or to read a poem, for I wa.s fearful 
that it might please me at the time, and that perl laps 
immediately afterward, lilce so much else, 1 should bo 
forced to pronounce it had. 

This uncertainty of taste and judgment dlscpiieted 
me more and more every day, so that at last 1 fell 
into despair. I had brought with mo those of my 
youthful labours whicli I tliougbt the liest, partly 
because I hoped to get some credit liy tlieni, ])artly 
that I might be able to tost my progress with greaUu* 
certainty; but I found myself in tlie niiseralilo situa- 
tion in winch one is placed when a complete change 
of mind is required, — a renunciation of all that one 
has hitherto loved and found good. Howevcu’, after 
some time and many struggles, I conceived so great 
a contempt for my labours, begun and ended, tliat 
one day I burnt up poetry and prf^se, plans, sketclu‘,H, 
and projects, all together on the kitclic.ii lieartli, uml 
threw our good old landlady into no small fright 
and anxiety by the sraolce wliich filled the wliolo 
house. 
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AliODT ilu'. (’.ondiLioii of {ii'.nmin liU'.raLun^* of tliosi^ 
mas MO miic.li Iiuh lHU',n writtmi, uml no o.xlmuHLiviOy, 
lilt ov(Hy ono who tiiki‘.s imy iiiLis'ONt in it ('iin lu' 
miplo.U'.ly inlornuMl ; in rojjj.inl to it critir-N ii^rc.o now 
•(‘.tty wt'.ll ; iind wlwit iit ])roMiMit 1 intmiil to nay 

and diN(*oinii'(‘.ti‘dly (•oin'crninij^ it, n'lntoN not no 
iUcli to tlu^ way in whii’li it wiih (’(niNlitulcd in ilNtdf, 

1 to its to ]iu\ I will tlmrol'on^ lirat Nprak 

thoH(*. Lhi^f^^s ))y wliioli tln» is ))artiouliirly 

cciUul; of tliosi^ (Avo Inn'ctliLary 1 oi‘m of idl coiiilortahli* 
[o, and of all (’.InMn'lnl, Hi'Ihminii’innt, livinj’; l»>olry, 
nu^lm, Niilirn and (‘riticiHui. 

In (pni^l tinu'H ovary ono wanla to livo ullor liin (v\vn 
•Hhion : tln^ (‘itizon will oarry on Imn tiialo <a* Iun laira 
,‘HN, and an joy tins fi’nila of it arU'Vward ; Uum will 
in author, too, willingly fompoMo. Noniotliing, pulilinh 
is lahoara, and, NilU'(^ \n\ itdnlvN lu*. liaa dono aoiiu*' 
ling good and nsi'lnl, ho]u^ for pniiat', if not rnwiinl. 
i tliia Lvaiupiillity tlu^ citizmi is distmiiod hy tin' 
itiiist, tlin author l)y tlio critio. ; and pt'aci^rul Ntaaoty 
tlum put into a iliHagro.tsihlo agitation. 

1'hn liU'.rary (^pot‘h in wliioli I wuh lioni wan do" 
:ilop(’.d (aiL (d‘ tlu^ \iro.ondiug ono hy oppoNition. <ior~ 
luny, HO long inumlalod hy fonagtiorH, intorpiaH'tnil.oil 
y otho.r natioiiH, diio.o.tod to foroign langniigoa in 
!ai’n(‘d and diplomatic. tnin.saotiiaiM, could not jtoNaihly 
dtivatn luir own. Togctlim* with mo many now ideas, 
nmmc.ral)h‘. 1'orm‘gii worila wo.ri^ ohtnidotl imccsruirily 
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already known, people w(*.re induetul inaUi^ nsi^ ol 

foreign cxpresslinis and Uiins of Kpo(udi. The (ea'iiuin, 
having run wild for nearly two huiulve.d yiMirs in an 
unhappy tuniiiltuaiy state, went to H(‘1ioo1 witli the 
Prencili to learn manners, and witli tln^ Romans in 
order to express his tlKUights witli pr()])riety. Ihit 
this was to bo done in the inotlier-tmigne*, whim the 
litoral application of those idioms, amt tlnar halMler- 
mauisatiou, made both the soeiul amt business style 
ridiculous. Besides tliis, they adoptcul ^Yitlu)nt modera- 
tion tlio similes of the southern hin^nages, nnd em- 
ployed tlieiii most extravagantly. In tln^ same, way 
tliey transferred the stately deportnunit of tlu' prinee- 
like citizens of Rome to the learned (lermiin small- 
town officers, and were at home uowlu're, haist of all 
with themselves. 

But as in this epoch works of gmiius had already 
api)oared, the German souse of freednni and joy also 
began to stir itself. This, aecompauual by a genniiie 
eariiostnoss, insisted that men .shoiiltl Avrite ]»unhy and 
naturally, without the intermixture of foreign words, 
and a.s common intelligihlc sense du^laled. By lln‘se 
praiseworthy endeavours, however, tlu^ doors and gules 
were thrown open to an exteuihid iiiitionul inHi]iiility, 
uay, — the dike was dug through by wliioli tlm great 
deluge was shortly to rush in. Miuinwhile, a still’ 
pedantry long stood its ground in all tlui four familties, 
until at last, inueh later, it (led for reCiigse. from out*, of 
them to another. 

Men of parts, children of naturt^ looking fnu‘ly 
about them, liad tlierofore two ohjecL.s on whicli tlioy 
could exercise themselves, against wliio.li tliiy conhl 
labour, and, as tlie matter was of no grimt ini porta nns 
give a vent to their petulance: these*. Avm’(*, — a lan- 
guage disRgarod by foreign words, forms, and turns 
of speech on the one hand, and the wortldessness of 


sucii writings as naa been careiul to Keep tnemseivca 
free from those faults on the other ; though it occurred 
to nobody, that, while they were battling against one 
evil, the other was called on for assistance. 

Liskow, a daring young man, first ventured to attack 
by name a shallow, silly writer, whose awkward de- 
meanoui’ soon gave him an opportunity to proceed still 
naore severely. He then went farther, and constantly 
aimed his scorn at particular persons and objects, 
whom he despised and sought to render despicable, — 
nay, even persecuted them with passionate hatred. 
But his career was short; for he soon died, and was 
gi‘adually forgotten as a restless, irregular youth. The 
talent and character shown in what he did, although 
he had accomplished little, may have seemed valuable 
to his countrymen ; for the Germans have always 
shown a peciihar pious kindliness to talents of good 
promise, when prematurely cut off. Suillce it to say, 
that Liskow was very soon praised and recommended 
to us as an excellent satirist, who could liave attained 
a rank even above the universally beloved Habenor. 
Here, indeed, we saw ourselves no better off than 
before ; for we could discover nothing in his writings 
except that he had found the silly, silly, wliich seemed 
to us quite a matter of course. 

Eabener, well educated, grown up under good 
scholastic instruction, of a cheerful, and by no moans 
passionate or malicious, disposition, took xip general 
satire. His censure of the so-called vices and follies 
springs from the clear views of a quiet common sense, 
and from a fixed moral conception of wliat the world 
ought to be. His denunciation of faults and failings 
is harmilcss and cheerful ; and, in order to excuse even 
the shght boldness of his writings, it is supposed that 
the improving of fools by ridicule is no fruitless 
undertaking. 

Eabener’s personal cliaractcr will not easily appear 


his duty, and thus gains the good opinion of his fellow 
townsmen and the confidence of his *supeviors; along 
with which, he gives himself up to the enjoyment 
of a pleasant contempt for all that immediately sur- 
rounds him. Pedantic literati, vain youngsters, every 
sort of narrowness and conceit, he banters rather than 
satirises \ and even his banter expresses no contempt. 
Just in the same way does he jest about his own 
condition, his misfortune, his life, and his death. 

There is little of the esthetic m the manner in 
which this writer treats his subjects. In external 
forms he is indeed varied enough, but throughout he 
makes too much use of direct irony ; namely, in prais- 
ing the blameworthy and blaming the praiseworthy, 
whereas this figure of speech should be used but 
extremely seldom ; for, in the long run, it becomes 
annoying to clear-sighted men, perplexes the weak, 
while indeed it pleases the gi’eat middle class, who, 
without any special expense of mind, can fancy them- 
selves more knowing than others. But whatever he 
brings before us, and however he does it, alike bears 
witness to his rectitude, cheerfulness, and equanimity ; 
so that we always feel prepossessed in his favour. 
The unbounded applause of his own times was a 
consequence of such moral excellencies. 

That people looked for originals to his general 
descriptions and found them, was natural; that in- 
dividuals complained of him, followed from the above ; 
his lengthy apologies that his satire is not personal, 
prove the spite it provoked. Some of his letters 
crown him at once as a man and an author. The 
confidential epistle in wMch he describes the siege of 
Dresden, and how he loses his house, his effects, his 
writings, and his wigs, without having his equanimity 
in the least shaken or his cheerfulness clouded, is 
liighly valuable ; although his contemporaries and 


itsiiuw cjiiizens couia noT; lorgive mm ms nappy turn 
of mind. The letter where he speaks of the decay of 
his strength and of his approaching death is in the 
liighest degree worthy of respect ; and Eabener deserves 
to be honoured as a saint by all cheerful, intelligent 
men, who cheerfully resign themselves to earthly 
events. 

I tear myself away from him reluctantly, yet I 
would malce this remark ; his satire refers throughout 
to the middle class ; he lets us see here and there that 
he is also well acquainted with the higher ranks, but 
does not hold it advisable to come in contact with 
them. It may be said, that he has had no successor, 
that no one has been found who could consider him- 
self equal or even similar to him. 

Now for criticism 1 and iirsb of all for the theoretic 
attempts. It is not going too far when we say that 
the ideal had, at that time, escaped out of the world 
into religion ; it scarcely even made its appearance in 
moral philosophy; of a highest principle of art no one 
had a notion. They put Gottached’s '' Critical Art of 
Poetry ” into our hands ; it was useful and instructive 
enough, for it gave us a historical information of all 
the kinds of poetry, as well as of rhythm and its differ- 
ent movements : the poetic genius was presupposed ! 
But, besides that, the poet was to have acquirements 
and even learmng : he should possess taste, and every- 
thing else of that land. They directed us at last to 
Horace’s Art of Poetry : ” we gazed at single golden 
maxims of this invaluable work, but did not know in 
the least what to do with it as a whole, or how we 
should use it. 

The Swiss stepped forth as Gottsched’s antagonists : 
they must take it into their heads to do something 
different, to accomplish something better; accordingly 
we heard that they were, in fact, superior. Brei- 
tinger’s Critical Art of Poetry ” was taken in hand. 



jctere we reacneci a wiuer neia, ouu, proxjerxy fsxjeaiciug, 
only a greater labyrinth, which was so much the more 
tii’esome, as an able naan, in whom we had confidence, 
was driving us about in it. Let a brief review justify 
these words. 

For poetry in itself they had been able to find no 
fundamental axiom : it was too spiritual and too 
volatile. Painting, an art which one could hold fast 
with one’s eyes and follow step by step with the exter- 
nal senses, seemed more favourable for such an end : 
the English and French had already theorised about 
plastic art; and, by a comparison drawn from this, it 
was thought that poetry might he gi’ouuded. The former 
presented images to the eye, the latter to the imagina- 
tion: poetical images, therefore, were the first thing 
which was taken into consideration. Peojile began 
with com]3arisons, descriptions followed, and only that 
was expressed which had always been ax)parent to the 
external senses. 

Images, then ! But where should tliese images be 
got except from nature ? The painter ^professedly imi- 
tated nature : why not the poet also ? But nature, as 
she lies before us, cannot be imitated : she contains so 
much that is insignificant and worthless, that one must 
make a selection ; but what determines tlie choice ? 
one must select that which is important : hut what is 
important ? 

To answer this question, the Swiss may have talcen 
a long time to consider; for they came to a notion, 
which is indeed singular, but clever, and even comical, 
inasmuch as they say, the new is always the most 
important: and after they have considered this for 
awhile, they discover that the marvellous is always 
newer than everything else. 

They had now pretty well collected their xpoetical 
requisitions; hut they had still to consider that the 
marvellous might also be empty, and without relation 



to man. But this relation, demanded as necessary, 
must be a moral one, from which the improvement of 
mankind should manifestly foUow ; and thus a poem 
had reached its utmost aim when, with everything else 
accomplished, it was useful besides. They now wished 
to test the different kinds of poetry according to all 
these requisites: those which imitated nature, besides 
being marvellous, and at the same time of a moral aim 
and use, were to rank as the first and highest. And, 
after much deliberation, this great preeminence was 
at last ascribed, vrith the highest degree of conviction, 
to iEsoxys fables ! 

Strange as such a deduction may now appear, it had 
the most decided influence on the best noinds. That 
Gellert and subsequently Lichtwer devoted themselves 
to this department, that even Lessing attempted to 
labour in it, that so many others turned their talents 
toward it, speaks for the confidence which this species 
of poetry had gained. Theory and practice always act 
upon each other: one can see from their works what 
is the men’s opinion, and, from theii* opinions, predict 
what they will do. 

Yet we must not dismiss our Svriss tlieory without 
doing it justice. Bodmer, with all the pains he took, 
remained theoretically and practically a child all his 
hfe. Breitinger was an able, learned, sagacious man, 
whom, when ho looked rightly about him, the essen- 
tials of a poem did not all escape, — nay, it can be 
shown that he may have dimly felt the deficiencies of 
his system. Eemarkable, for instance, is his query, 
" Whether a certain descriptive poem by Konig, on the 
‘Keview-camp of Augustus the Second,’ is properly a 
poem ? ” and the answer to it displays good sense. 
But it may serve for his complete justification that lie, 
starting froin a false point, on a circle almost run out 
already, still struck upon the main principle, and at 
the end of his book finds himself compelled to recom- 



mend as additions, so to speak, tlie representation of 
manners, character, passions, — in sliort, the whole 
inner man; to which, indeed, poetry preeminently 
belongs. 

It may well be imagined into what perplexity young 
minds felt themselves tlirown by such dislocated 
maxims, half-understood laws, and shivered-up dogmas. 
We adhered to examples, and there, too, wore no better 
off ; foreigners as well as the ancionts stood too far 
from us ; and from the best native poets always peeped 
out a decided individuality, to the good points of wliicli 
we could not lay claim, and into the faults ol which 
we could not but be afraid of falling, b'or him wlio 
felt anything productive in himself it was a desperate 
condition. 

When one considers closely what was wanting in 
the German poetry, it was a material, and tliat, too, a 
national one : there was never a lack of talent. Here 
we make mention only of Giinther, who may ho called a 
poet in the full sense of the word. A decided talent, 
endowed with aensuousness, imagination, mumovy, the 
gifts of conception and representation, productive in the 
highest degree, ready at rhythm, ingenious, witty, and 
of varied information besides, — he possessed, in short, 
all the requisites for creating, by means of poetry, a 
second life within life, even within coinmoii real life. 
We admire the great facility with which, in his occa- 
sional poems, he elevates all circumstaucea by the feel- 
ings, and embellishes them with suitable seutimouts, 
images, and historical and fabulous traditions. Tlioir 
roughness and wildness belong to his time, his mode of 
life, and especially to his character, or, if ono would 
have it so, his want of fixed character. He did not 
know how to curb himself; and so liis life, like his 
poetry, melted away from him. 

By his vacillating conduct, Giinther had trifled away 
the good fortune of being ajppointed at the court of 



Augustus tlie Second, where, in addition to every other 
species of ostentation, they were also looldng about for 
a court-poet, who could give elevation and grace to 
their festivities, and immortalise a transitory pomp. 
Von Konig was more mannerly and more fortunate : 
he filled this post with dignity and applause. 

In all sovereign states the material for poetry comes 
downwards from above; and ''The Eeview-camp at 
Miihlberg ” (" Das Lustlager bei Miihlberg was, 
perhaps, the first worthy object, provincial, if not 
national, which presented itself to a poet. Two kings 
saluting one another in the j)resence of a great host, 
their whole courts and military state around them, 
well-appointed troops, a mock-fight, f6tes of all kinds, 
— this is business enough for the outward sense, and 
overflowing material for delineating and descri];)tive 
poetry. 

This subject had, indeed, the internal defect, tliat it 
was only pomp and show, from which no real action 
could result. None except the very first distinguished 
themselves ; and, even if they had done so, the poet could 
not render any one conspicuous lest he should offend 
the others. He had to consult the " Court and State 
Calender;” and tlie delineation of the persons there- 
fore went off pretty dryly, — nay, even his contempo- 
raries very strongly reproached him with having 
described the horses better than the men. But should 
not this redound to his credit, that he showed his art 
just where an object for it presented itself ? The main 
difficulty, too, seems soon to have manifested itself to 
him, — since the poem never advanced beyond the first 
canto. 

Amidst such studies and reflections, an unexpected 
event surprised me, and frustrated my laudable design 
of becoming acquainted with our new literature 
from the beginning. M}’’ countryman, John George 
Schlosser, after spending liis academical years witli in- 


Main, in the customary profession of an advocate ; but 
his mind, aspiring and seeking after the universal, could 
not reconcile itself to this situation for many reasons. 
He accepted, without hesitation, an office as private 
secretary to the Duke Ludwig of Wiirteinberg, who 
resided in Treptow; for the prince was named among 
those gi’eat men who, in a noble and independent man- 
ner, purposed to enlighten themselves, their families, 
and the world, and to unite for higher aims. It was 
this Prince Ludwig who, to ask advice about the edu- 
cation of his children, had wiitten to Eousseau, whose 
well-known answer began with the suspicious-looking 
phrase, Si j ^avais le mallimT d/Stre n6 ^rinoey 

Not only in the affairs of tlie prince, but also in the 
education of liis children, Schlosser was now willingly 
to assist in word and deed, if not to superintend them. 
This noble young man, who harboured the best inten- 
tions and strove to attain a perfect purity of morals, 
would have easily kept men from him by a certEiin dry 
austerity, if his fine and rare literary cultivation, his 
knowledge of languages, and his facility at expressing 
himself J by writing, both in verse and prose, had not 
attracted every one, and made living with him more 
agreeable. It had been announced to me that he 
would pass through Leipzig, and I expected him with 
longing. He came and put up at a little inn or wine- 
house that stood in the JBrulil (Marsh), and the host of 
which was named Schonkopf. This man had a Prank- 
fort woman for his wife ; and although he entertained 
few persons during the rest of the year, and could 
lodge no guests in his httle house, yet at faii-time he 
was visited by many Frankforters, who used to eat, 
and, in case of need, even take quarters, there also. 
Thither I hastened to find Schlosser, when he had sent 
to inform me of his arrival. I scarcely remembered 
having seen him before, and found a young, well-formed 


man, wilh a rouna, compressea lace, wiunouu uae lea- 
tures losing their sharpness on that account. The form 
of his rounded forehead, between black eyebrows and 
locks, indicated earnestness, stenanesa, and perhaps ob- 
stinacy. He was, in a certain measure, the opposite of 
myself ; and this very thing doubtless laid the founda- 
tion of our lasting friendship. I had the greatest re- 
.spect for his talents, the more so as I very well saw, 
that, in the certainty with which he acted and produced, 
he was completely my superior. The respect and the 
confidence which I showed him confirmed bis affection, 
and increased the indulgence he was compelled to have 
for my lively, impetuous, and ever-exciLable disposition, 
in such contrast with liis own. He studied the Eng- 
lish writers diligently : Pope, if not his model, was his 
aim ; and, in opposition to that author’s " Essay on 
Man,’’ he had written a poem in lilce form and measure, 
which was to give the Christian religion the triumph 
over the deism of the other work. From the great 
store of papers which he carried with him, lie showed 
me poetical and prose compositions in all languages, 
which, as they challenged me to imitation, once more 
gave me infinite disquietude. Yet I contrived to get 
over it immediately by activity. I wrote German, 
French, English, and Italian poems, addressed to him, 
the subject-matter of which I took from our conversa- 
tions, which wore always important and instructive. 

Schlosser did not wish to leave Leipzig without 
having seen face to face the men who had a name. 
I willingly took him to those I knew: with those 
whom I had not yet visited, I in this way became 
honourably acquainted; since he was received with 
distinction as a well-informed man of education, of 
already established character, and well knew how to 
pay for the outlay of conversation. I cannot pass 
over our visit we paid to Gottsched, as it exemplifies 
the character and manners of that man. He lived 


where the elder Ereitkoiof, on account of the great 
advantage which Gottsched's wiitings, translations, and 
other aids had brought to tlie trade, had promised him 
a lodging for life. 

We were announced. The servant led us into a 
large chamber, saying his master would come immedi- 
ately. Now, whether we misunderstood a gesture 
which he made, I cannot say : it is enough, we thought 
he directed us into an adjoining room. We entered, 
to witness a singular scene : for, on the instant, Gott- 
sched, that tall, broad, gigantic man, came in at the 
opposite door in a morning-gown of green damask 
lined with red taffeta; but his monstrous head was 
bald and uncovered. This, however, was to be immedi- 
ately provided for: the servant rushed in at a side 
door with a great full-bottomed wig in his hand (the 
curls came down to the elbows), and handed the head- 
ornament to his master with gestures of terror. Gott- 
sclied, without manifesting the least vexation, raised 
the wig from the servant's arm with his left hand, and, 
while he very dexterously swung it up on his head, 
gave the poor fellow such a box on the ear with Ids 
right paw, that the latter, as often happens in a comedy, 
went spinning out at the door ; whereupon the respect- 
able old grandfather invited us quite gravely to be 
seated, and Icept up a pretty long discourse with good 
grace. 

As long as Schlosser remained in Leipzig, I dined 
daily with him, and became acquainted with a very 
pleasant set of boarders. Some Livonians, and the 
son of Hermann (chief court-preacher in Dresden), 
afterward burgomaster in Leipzig, and their tutor, 
Hof rath Pfeil, author of the " Count von P.," a con- 
tinuation of Gellert’s ''Swedish Countess;” Zacharia, 
a brother of the poet ; and Krebel, editor of geograph- 
ical and genealogical manuals, — all these were polite, 


lioorlnl, and friendly ukmu Zaehariil \vaH iho intiHl 
Illicit; rfeil, an elcigant mini, wlm had Hometliing 
Imost di])loinalie about liini, yet witlmiit utrei'talion, 
nd with great good luiinoiir; Kre.lu‘ 1 , a gmiitiiii'. l‘al- 
tair, tall, eoi’inilent, fair, with ])romiiient, merry eyea, 
H bright as tlui sky, alwayH liappy and in good NpiriUs. 
'liese perHoiiH all tre.ateil me. in the most lamdsomu 
luiniuir, partly on >Solilo.Mse.r’H aeeount- partly, too, 
II aceoimt of my own I’rank good Imnionr and cililiging 
isposition ; and it iuu*.ded im gn‘!it persuasioa to inakii 
10 partake of their table in fulmv, In faet, I re- 

lained witli tliem after Sehlosser’s depiirtiin*. di'serted 
iudwig’s talvle, and found myself so mueli tlui belter 
ir in tins Hoeaety, whieh was limitt‘d to a certain 
umliea*, as I was very well ])leased with tlui duugddta* 
f thti family, a ve.ry neat, pretty girl, and luul op]ioi‘- 
imiticis to (ixeluiiige. friiaally glanees with la'r, a 
umfort whieh I liud neither sought nor found by 

eeident sineo the misehaiiee with (In'l.eheu. I spent 
m dimver-lmuvs with my friemls eheerfully and i)roril- 
hly. Xrebel, imle.tul, lovi’d ns', and eniilinned to 

uise me and stimubdn me in mnderation : i’feil, on 

le contrary, allowed his earmvst aCreetion for me by 
ying to guide and settle my judgment u)ion many 
[lints. 

During this inte.reimrse, 1 ]>e.rreived through eoiiver- 
itiou, through exaiuph^s, and through my own n’ller- 
ons, Unit tho Ilrst sbiji in delivering oursidves from 
le wisliy-wasliy, long-whidisl, empty epoch, eoiild lie 
iken only hy delinitenesH, jireeision, and brevity, In 
10 stylo wliich luid Idtluato ]ireviiil(‘.d, one. eonld not 
istinguish tlie e.ommonjiliuMi from what was lietler; 
iKHi all were lirought down to a level with each 
.-liiir. Authors had alnsidy tried to eseajie from lliin 
idesMpread disiaist;, witli mori^ or less sueeesM, Haller 
id Ituiide.r were imdined to e.oiii)ii*es.sion hy nature; 
tjHsing and Wieland wen^ li‘d to it hy redectimi. Thr 
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poems, terse in Miuiui/’ laeonit*. in Kiuilui («{ili>tti/’ 

it was not till afterward tliiit lu^ n^turmMl to tliut 

serene nmvete wliicli becomes liiiii so well in Nulliaii.” 
Wielaiul, wlio liad been oeeasioually ])r(ilix in “ 
thon/’ ^‘Do]i Sylvio/’ and tlie'‘(loiuic Tales.” becomes 
condensed and precise to a woiubudul d(‘|L»r(aj, us well 
as exceedingly graceful in ^^Musarion” and lilris.” 
lOopstock, ill the iirst cantos of ‘'Tlie Messiah/' is not 
without dif’[usenoss : in his *M)di^s” and othe.r minor 
poems he appears eom))ressed, us also in his tragedies. 
By his cmnlation of the antiients, {‘sptu'ially laeitus, 
he sees himself constantly forctid into narrows m* limits, 
by which he at last hetiomes ol)S(iiin‘. and uii])alatal>le. 
Gerstenberg, a line hut cccontihi tale.iit, also distin- 
guishes himself: Ids merit is a]>])r(U’iat(*d, but on the 
whole he gives little pleasure. (Mtaiii, diirusi' and (‘a.sy 
by nature, is scarcely once cone-iso in his war-songs. 
Bamler is properly more a critit'. than a pool. lii'- 
begins to collect what the GiM'maus luivt^ ae.eomjdishe.d 
in lyric poetry. He now (huls, that seniHU'.ly oiu* juunu 
fully satistios him: lie must ItMive out, arriing»s ami 
alter, that the things may hav(\ sonu^ slinp»< or <ither. 
By tliis means lie makes liimself almost as many ene- 
mies as tliere are poets and auiatmirs; sinet^ evtuy oms 
properly speaking, meognises Ijimsisir (»nly in liis de- 
fects: and the public, interests ilst‘ir sooner for a 
faulty individuality Uiaii for that Avliii-li is iiroduetnl 
or amended according to a universal law of lusUs 
Rhythm lay yet in the cradle, and no one knew of 
a method to shorten its eh ih 11 mod, i*o(‘.tioal ju'o.se 

came into tlie ase.endant. (hissimr and IChipsloek 
excited many imitators: otliers, (igain, still dmnamltHl 
an intelligible metre, and translated this ])rose into 
rhythni. But even those gave nobody satisfaetitjn, fia* 
they were obliged to omit and add; and tlie pr(«so 
originals always passed for the hette.r of tliu two. But 


le more, wicn all tins, conciseness is anucu iiu, 
iore does a judgment become iiossible ; since Unit 
’hich is important, being more closely conipi'csscd, 
[lows a certain comparison at last. It happened, also, 
i the same time, that many kinds of truly poetical 
)riiis arose ; for, as they tried to represent only what 
^as necessary in the objects they wished to imitate, 
ley were forced to do justice to every one of these ; 
ad in this manner, tliougli no one did it consciously, 
le inodes of representation multiiilicd theiusclves, 
aiong which, indeed, were soiue wlvich wcin really 
iricatuies, while many an attempt proved nnsuc- 
issfuL 

Without question, Wioland possessed the rinc.st 
atural gifts of all. Ho had early cultivated himstilf 
loroiighly in tlioso ideal regions wlioro youth so 
jadily lingers; hut when, by what is ivalled c.xpe.vi- 
ice, hy the events of the world, and women, tlLes(i 
'cro rendered distasteful to him, ho threuv hlni.stdf 
11 the side of the actual, and pleased himH(ilt and 
Uiers with the contest of the two worlds, wIkuh^ in 
ght skirmishing between jest and earnest, his talc.nt 
Lsplayod itself most hoautifully. TIow many of liis 
rilliant productions fall into the time of my a(iudcnni('. 
ears! '^Musariou” had the most ollV.et upon me; 
nd I can yet roinember tlio placn and the v(a*y h]M)(; 
here I got sight of the (Irst proof-sheet, whieli Oeser 
ave me. Hero it was that I believed I saw antiquity 
^•ain living and fresh. Everything that is plaslin in 
^icland’s genius hero showed itself in its liighcst i>er- 
jction; and wlum that Vluuiias-Tiiuon, cmulemmuL to 
u unhaiipy insipidity, finally reconciles lums(df to his 
listress and to the world, ou(3 ejin well, with him, liv(^ 
irough the misanthropical epotdi. Yov the vo,hI, w(j 
3adily conceded to thciso works a cluierful aversion 
•om tliose exalted seiiLinujnts, which, Ly nwison of 
loir easy misapplication to life, are often open to the 


prosecuting with ridicule what we held as true and 
revereiid, the more readily as he thereby gave us to 
underslancl that it caused him continual trouble. 

How miserably criticism then received such labours 
may be seen from the first volumes of '' The Universal 
German Library.” Of The Comic Tales ” there is 
honourable mention, but there is no trace of any insight 
into the character of the kind of poetry. The reviewer, 
like every one at that time, liad formed his taste by 
examples. He never takes it into consideration, that, 
in a judgment of such parodistical works, one must 
first of all have before one’s eyes the original noble, 
beautiful object, in order to see whether the parodist 
has really gotten from it a weak and comical side, 
whether he has borrowed anything from it, or, under 
the appearance of such an imitation, has perhaps given 
us an excellent invention of his own. Of all this there 
is not a notion, hut the poems are praised and blamed 
by passages. The reviewer, as he himself confesses, 
has marked so much that pleased him, that he cannot 
quote it all in print. When they even meet the highly 
meritorious translation of Shakespeare with the ex- 
clamation, By rights, a man lilce Shakespeare should 
not liave been translated at all ! ” it will he understood, 
without further remark, how infinitely “ The Universal 
German Library ” was behindhand in matters of taste, 
and that young people, animated by true feeling, had 
to look about them for other guiding stars. 

The material which, in this manner, more or less 
determined the form, the Germans sought everywhere. 
They had handled few national subjects, or none at 
all. Schlegebs “ Hermann ” only showed the way. 
The idyllic tendency extended itself without end. The 
want of distinctive character with Gessner, with all 
ids gi’eat gracefulness and childlike heartiness, made 
every one think that he could do something of the 
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stir briskly at that epoch. The scholastic philosophy 

which always has the merit of propounding according 

to received axioms, in a favourite order, and under 
fixed rubies, everything about winch man can at all in- 
quire — had, by the frequent darkness and apparent 
uselessness of its subject-matter, by its unseasonable 
application of a method in itself respectable, and by its 
too great extension over so many subjects, made itself 
foreign to the mass, unpalatable, and at last super- 
fluous. Many a one became convinced that nature 
had endowed him with as great a portion of good and 
straight-forward sense as, perchance, he required to 
form such a clear notion of objects that he could 
manage them and turn them to his own pi’ofit, and 
that of others, without laboriously troubling himself 
about the most universal problems, and .in.quiring how 
the most remote things which do not particularly affect 
us may hang together. Men made the trial, opened 
their eyes, looked straight before them, observant, in- 
dustrious, active, and believed, that, when one judges 
and acts correctly in one’s own circle, one may well 
presume to speak of other things also, which lie at a 
gi’eater distance. 

Li accordance with such a notion, every one was 
now entitled, nob only to philosophise, but also hy 
degrees to consider himself a philosopher. Philosophy, 
therefore, was more or less sound, and practised common 
sense, which ventured to enter upon the universal, and 
to decide upon inner and outer experiences. A clear- 
sighted acuteness and an especial moderation, wliile 
the middle path and fairness to all opinions was held 
to be right, procured respect and confidence for writ- 
ings and oral statements of the sorb ; and thus at last 
philosophers were found in all the faculties, — nay, 
in all classes and trades. 

In this way the theologians could not help inclining 


Lo what 3 S calUul iiaUiral ; uiui, wm*u iim iii 

L'.uMsion wius how I'ai* tlu* ol' iiatun* iniiy sullior (n 
ulviui(U‘. iiH in tlu‘. kunwlcul‘ 4 ('. of ({od and Lho iinianv- 
in^’ and onnol»lin^ of oursidvc.s, Ihoy <Mnnnuinly von« 
Uirc.d U) dooido in its favinir without uiiu'li noniiilo. 
Aia'ordiiig to tla‘. samo ]a‘iuripl(‘ of inodomtion, ihoy 
Llion granUul (U[ual riojits to all positivt^ n‘lioi‘’^^‘n ^0* 
vvliii^h tlaiy all lnu-aiuo nlilo* iudinVroiit^ and uurortuin, 
Kor tlui rost, tlu'.y lot o.vo.rytldnj^ aland ; and aitiot* Ihti 
1U1)1('. ia no full of niattiu’, tliat, lunn* limn an^' othor 
hook, it oIliu'M luaUu’ial for i'(‘Ilot‘l itin ami o]iportuiuly 
[or meditation on luinian ariairM, it eonhl »still,un hofons 
ho. always laid as tin*. f<aindation of all .sornnnia and 
:)tluu* nili^iouM tniatisos. 

Hut ovtu’ (Ilia worh, aa well as over llu' wlndo ImjiIv 
» f ])rofaiu*. wrilera, was intlM‘ndiM#jj a ain‘',ular fulo, 
vvhieh, in the lapse, of time, was not lii ho nvorlod. 
Hitherto it had heo.n r(‘eeivotl as a nia( (or of iiiiplicK. 
[aith, tluit this hook of hooks was ooniposotl in tiiio 
•spirit; that it was oven inspirod, aiui, as i( \voio, 
lietale.d hy Uu‘. lUvini'. S]iiril. Vt‘l for a loop i.ina' 
ilroady thti disort‘pjinoi(‘H of the dillVi-iait purls of it 
had Ikuui miw oavilliul at, now apolopisoil fur, hy 
i»i‘li(‘verH and unholievors, hlnpli.sh, khonoh, and (Ifr- 
mans hml atlaektsl tin* llihlo \vitl\ mon^ ux loss vio- 
kme.e, ae.nl.iuH's.s, audaoity, ami wanlonness; atal just, 
iH oft(‘.n had it hoon lakon umlor lla* proloolion of 
•arni’st,, sound-thiidvinp mon of oueli nalioti, As for 
myself, 1 loved and valued it; for ahuoM to il alone 
liil I (»w(^ luy moral enll\iro: anti the I’VtuUs, the dt»o 
/I’ines, tlu'. symhols, tlu*. siniih‘S, had all im]»ivssod lliem 
^e.lvds de.(‘.))ly U]>on nus and had iitiluenoed mc' in om* 
way or aiiotluu’. d'hest* unjust, seullitip. and pervert inp. 
Ltla-oks, tho.nifon^ diMpuMl.o.d mo; hut])eo]ih« had nlosidy 
^oiK'. HO far as vi‘ry willinply (o admit, piutly as a toiiin 
.^namd hn- tho de.loms'. of many passapivi, (1ml (htd 
\ad uee.ommodaltul hiiuMelf lo the nautes of (Uotndu and 
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bo livo ill blu*. pji.st as well as in Lho rulun^. Tlio tinli-* 
luuy inovomouls of tlio woihl (‘an la* of no ini[)orlano(^ 
bo thoiii, if they do not, in llio c.oursti tif ajL^OM up to llu^ 
[misont, rovoi'(‘. pi‘(>|)lu‘('.ii^s wliic.li havu lK‘(*.n rovonliMl, 
iind in tho innmuliato, as W(‘U as in Uu‘. most nonuin 
Euluvity, pmUf.tious still vailad. Ht'nn\ avisos a mu- 
lUHitioii that is wantin.ij; iu liistoi’y, wliioh satuiis to jj;ivo 
ns only an a(andontal wuvtM'in^ liatikwurds and forwards 
in a necessarily liniitiul <-ir(de. I)o{d.or Orusius was 
one of those wlioni tlie proplietic. part of S{*ri])tnre 
suited more tluni any <itluH’, siiu’.e it lirinji^s into ai’tion 
bhe two most o))])osite tpialitit\s of Iniinan nature*, the 
ilVc.eiiims, and the. m’utcue.ss of the. iutelhavt. Many 
youn^ men had devoted tlmmsclve^s tt> Hum doctrims 
uid alriuidy formed a n^spe'.ctalilc. hody, winch attnu'ted 
die nnu’e* aUeiition, as I'lnic.sti with his frieanls thnMit- 
ukhI, U(»t to illuminate, hut emajilc.lely to dispeirst*, 
die (il)Hc.m’ity in wliieh LIm'si^ dcli.uhted. Ihmeo iu't>Me 
amtvovevsies, hivtretl, pevsiMUition, and mnoli that was 
,iu])lc.asaut. 1 atlaedu’d myself to the lucid parly, and 
loup^ht to appropriate to myself their la'inciples end 
idvaiitages; althou^j^h I ventured to I'on^liode. (Jial. Iiy 
diis (uKtremely iiraisewortliy, intclhVpmt iiietlmd of 
nterpretation, tlm poi^tii; eontents of tin*- writinp;M must 
it last be lost along with the proplic.ticul. 

But thesis who ilevoted Uu'.mst'lvi's lt> (lernmn litm'a*' 
/lire ami the Iw/lcs-lrUirs were uau’e lUMirly <*ou(H*i’msl 
with tlu\ eHorts of sucli iiusi, who, as .Imnsulem, Xoh 
ikofer, ami S])alding, triiMl, by means of a good and 
,)uro style, in tlnar sermons anil tn'iitises, to gain, even 
imoiig iH'.rsniiM of a eertuin degree of smise and La.slt*, 
i))]jlauHe and atlaehmeut for religion, and fia* the moral 
dulosophy whic.h is so closely veliite.d to it. A pleusn 
ng nianniT of writing ht'gan to hi^ necessary ev(*ry*- 
whe.re; and siiieo siieli a niamier iiitist, abovt^ all, 
le eoiiiprehmiHihli*, so did writers arisi^, on many sides, 


professions cleavlj^ pei’vspicuonslyj and impressively, 
and as well for the adepts as for the multitude. 

After the example of Tissot, a foreigner, the physi- 
cians also now began to labour zealously for the general 
cultivation. Haller, Unzer, Zimmerman, had a very 
great influence ; and whatever may be said against 
them in detail, especially the last, they produced a 
very great effect in their time. And mention should 
be made of this in history, but particularly in biog- 
rajphy; for a man remains of consequence, not so 
far as he leaves something beliiad him, but so far as he 
acts and enjoys, and rouses others to action and 
enjoyment. 

The jurists, accustomed fi’om their youth upward to 
an abstruse style, which, in all legal papers, from 
the petty court of the Immediate Knight up to the 
Imperial Diet at Eatisbon, was vStill maintained in 
all its quaintness, could not easily elevate themselves 
to a certain freedom, the less so as the subjects of 
which they had to treat were most intimately con- 
nected with the external form, and consequently also 
with tlic style. But the younger Von Moser liad 
already shown himself an independent and original 
writer; and Putter, by the clearness of his delivery, 
had also brought clearness into his subject, and the 
style in which he was to treat it. All that proceeded 
from liis school was distingnislied by this. And even 
the pMosophers, in order to be popular, now found 
themselves compelled to write clearly and intelligibly. 
Mendelssohn and Garve appeared, and excited uni- 
versal interest and admiration. 

With the cultivation of the German language and 
style in every department, the capacity for forming 
a judgment also increased, and we admire the reviews 
then published of works upon religious and moral, 
as weh as medical, subjects; while, on the contrary, 



Ic that tlu^ juil^niionlM oE p(u»,m.s, and of what- 
may rohiLo to llu’ bvIlvH-liitrvH, will l)o Coimd, 
aCul, at least very IV.ohlii, This linlds n^ood 
liUiriuy KpisLh^s” (“ liitoraUirhrudcu *‘), and of 
ivin’sal Chu’iiiun Libnuy,” as widl as of Tlio 
)f tlio Hidli^H-hotlnts /’ n(jlal)l(i iiiHlan(U‘.H of 
uld (Uisily 1)1^ produiaul. 

Ua.r ill how niothy a iiiaiiuor all this nii^iit 
i‘.d, «til!, for ov^ay niu*. who (•(uiUoiiiilattMl ]>i’0“ 
ythini^^ frnm hiinsidf, who would not nuandy 
words and [ihniso.s (UiL of tlu^ nioiitlis of his 
irs, — thorn was notliiiiji*' fuiiluu’ Itift luit, 

. lain, to lo(»k about him for sona*. sulijoc.L- 
liioh lu^ nii^ht di^toruiino to uso. Ilo.ni, too, 
nuioli Itul astray, l*ni)|)l(^ won^ o.onsLiintly 
a sayin*^ of Klo.ist, wliioh wi^ had to hoar 
I In had s])orti vi‘ly, in^ouioiisly, and 
iod to Ihosn wlio (.ool< him to l.asU on aot'ount 
Huont, loindy waJks, “ that ho was not idlo at 
s, — ho was f*;oinK to tho ima|„«;i‘-hiint.'* Tins 
,s very suitidjli^ for a iiohhuniin ami soldiiu’, 

, idac.iMl Iniiisoll* in oontrust witli tin*, nioai of 
who did not no^loti f^niinj^ out, witli tlioir 
tlnur shouldors, liarndmntiii^^ and iiartihl^m- 
as ofton as an o])|)oi’tnnity ]irosontotl itsolf, 

1 lind in Ivlidiat’s jiocuus many suoh individual 
uppily snix.nd, althou^li not always happily 
1 , which, in a kindly mannm*, rtuiiind tis 
Hut now tiny also roconiuumdc.il us, t[uitn 
to f^o out ou tlm imn^u'.dmnl', wliiidi did not 
us wliolly without fruit; althnu|j;h Apcl’s 
hn Ivitc.hnmjfavdo.ns, thn Uosnuthal, (lolis, 
c, and ICoimc.witx, would 1 )(*. tlmoddi’.st |j[rouiid 
p ])olitic.a] gaum in. Ami yc.t 1 was of I on 
ly that motiv(‘ to (‘.ontrivc. that my walk 
i .solitary; and hi‘.causc. ma.ny (»hjc.c,ts ludtluir 
nor Huhliniii nmt thn <yi! of the, ho.linhh'i’, and 


season of the year, allowed no tender thoughts to arise, 
so did I, by unwearied, persevering endeavour, become 
extremely attentive to the small life of nature (I would 
use this word after the analogy of still life ; and, 
since the pretty events wliich one perceives within tliis 
circle represent but little in themselves, so 1 accus- 
tomed myself to see in them a significance, which 
inclined now toward the symbolical, now toward the 
allegorical, side, accordingly as intuition, feeling, or 
reflection had the preponderance. I will relate one 
incident in place of many. 

I was, after the fashion of humanity, in love with, 
my name, and, as young, uneducated people commonly 
do, wrote it down everywhere. Once I had carved it 
very handsomely and accurately on the smooth bark of 
a linden-tree of moderate age. The following aiituiuu, 
when my affection for Annette was in its fullest bloom, 
took the trouble to cut hers above it. Toward tbe 
end of the winter, in the meantime, lilce a capricious 
lover, I had wantonly sought many opportunities to 
tease her and cause her vexation : in the spring I 
chanced to visit the spot; and the sap, which was 
rising strongly in the trees, had welled out through tlie 
incisions which formed her name, and whicli were not 
yet crusted over, and moistened with innocent vege- 
table tears the already hardened traces of my own. 
Thus to see her here weeping over me, — me, who had 
so often called up her tears by my ill conduct, filled 
me with confusion. At the remembrance of my in- 
justice and of her love, even the tears came into my 
eyes ; I Imstened to implore pardon of her, doubly and 
trebly: and I turned this incident into an idyl,^ whicli 
I never could read to myself without affection, or 
to others without emotion. 

Laune des Verliebteu,” translated as “Tlie liovor’s 
Caprice,'' see p. 241. 


wiuio I now, iiKo a siiopnorti on iiio imoi.smi‘, wuh 
jaorlHul clulilusbly oni)U^^]i in Hur-li Uuulcn' Hul)jcuiLH, luul 
[ways chose only such us 1 could cuHiljvmiiill into my 
Dsoin, provision from a gnvilcr and iiioro unpoiianb 
do had long Inum nuidc Tor thuuuan pools. 

Tlui Ih'st Iriio and riNilly viLiil inaUu’ial of lli(\ Id^luir 
•dor (iaiiu; into (hu’iuan poo, try Ihrou^di lu-cdurick l\n) 
real and llic. (Una Is of Llu^ Scvtui Yiau’s* War, vVll 
ilional peotry nuist ho slndlow or ln'.c.oimv shallow 
does not rosL on that wliiidi is ino.st univursully 
liman, — n])ou thi^ ovmds of nations and tludr slu^])- 
;u'(ls, when both stand for one man. Jvings arti to 1 k' 
ipro.sonhul in war and dun^^m’, wliort^, )»y tliat very 
[oans, tlu\y ai)])(uir us tla^ lirst, hocausi^ they dcUuvnum^ 
id sliaro the fate of tin*, vi^ry least, and tlius Imkiouk* 
ucli nioro intm’i^stiiif^^ tliaii tin*, ^aids thoni.solvi^s, wlio, 
luai they liavo onmi (hUin’mincd the fah^s, withdraw 
om all particijiation in them. In tins view of tlio 
ihjoct, every nation, if it woiihl hi^ worth {mythin|:j; at 
1, must pos.sosH an epo[>oe, to which the prcc.iso ior'iii 
' the o]H(‘. poem is not nia’cs.Hiiry. 

The waixson^'M starLctl by (Iltnm maiiiLuiii so liigli 
rank amoii/^ (lerintm poouiH, hecanse [,]u\y arose witli 
id in the. mdiiovmnc.nts whic.h are tlieir suhjiict ; luul 
■.c.au.si‘,, inoreovm*, their hdicitmiH fonn, just as if a 
How (unnhatant had produciMl them in Llie loftio.st 
omeiiUs, malces us feel the most c.nmpli'Xe eniictive- 
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Ihunler sin^m tlmdecd.s of his kin;^ in a dillenait and 
,ost nohlo mainitn^ All lii.s pomns un^ full of niatter, 
id o(;c.n])y us witli |4n*at, InMirt-eliwating ohjects, and 
ins alriaidy maintain an iiidestrnc.tihlt^ value. 

I''or the inte.rnal matter of the suhject treated is the. 
‘[dmiiii;^ and end of art. It will not, indc(*d, lie 
‘.iiicd tliat genius, tliat tlairoiigldy cnltivatiid miistieal 
dent, can make (Wc.rything oul, of ovc.rything hy its 
lethed nf treatment, and can suhiha^ tin* nmet refrne- 


is rather ii tru’K oi art tiiau a whjk m ,ui, »iu»u 
shoald rest upon a woiihy ohjrct. Uuil thf trraiinrni 
of it, by aldll, ]uiins, and indust ry, may pn-umi. in u-. 
the dignity nl’ the Hubjtu‘.L-inalter mdy iht' nmiv bappilv 
and splendidly. 

The Ih’usMianM, and willi tlunn rrnlrstant iirrniauy, 
acquired thuH lor llmir Ulevuture. a tivsuativ \slurh 
the op])OBitc party luc.laul, and tlu^ want «»! wliirh (la'y 
have been able to supply ])y no NubsiMpinit ondfavniii,*^. 
Upon the grout itlini wiue]i the. Prussian wiili-is miglu 
well entertain of their king, they lirst oslabliNhi'd (luan- 
selves, and the nion^ xi^alnusly us lie, in who-ie mime 
tliey did it all, wislieil onee for all to Uimw mitldiig 
about them. Already he-lhre. (his, (hiaingti (he I''i«*iieh 
colony, afterward tlirough Uu^ king'.s predileetinn fertile 
literature of that nation and for lladr linaneiul imaitu- 
tious, had a mass of i're.neh eivilisal itm rmiii* inle 
Prussia, which was Inglily mlvantugeou.^i In the tJer- 
xuaus, since by it they we.rtv ehalhuiged (o emit nidietum 
and resistance ; Ulus tlio very avers inn of h'redmiek 
from German was a fortunate thing for the furmalmn 
of its literary clLariielm'. 'riiey dul every I lung, In 
attract blie king’s attention, not indeed to be Imimiired, 
but only noticed, by him; ye.t tlu\y did i( in tlennau 
fashion, from an iiitm-nal couvietiou ; they flid uhut 
they hold to he right, and desinul and wi.Mlied tlial (be 
king should recognise and \)vm\ thisdernmn uprighl- 
ness. TJiat did not and cumld not luipiH»n; bu* Imw 
can it bo required of a king, who wi.shen to live 
and enjoy himself inUdlee.tuidly, that Im shall lose his 
years iu order to sei^ wliut Im thinks harburons tlevef. 
oped ami rendered palatable, ton lain? In mailers of 
trade and maiuiracture., lie might imteed (\n*ee upon 
himself, but csp(icially upon liis iieojile, vcut nnuhnate. 
substitutes instead of t^Kccllont foridgn wnrea; laU heri* 
everything comes to perftu'.tiou more, rajadly, and it 


xwaIb not a inan\s liftiliiuo to hviu^^ .suoli thmi^s to 
iialurity. 

JhiL 1 . muHt horo, fivHt of ull, imko lionourabli*- uiou- 
ion of ono woi-k, tlu^ iiiost ^‘oiiuiiu^ production of tlu^ 
lovon Yi^ars’ War, and of piuioc-t North (icruiaii 
atioiuility : it is Mu> (irst tlicatrical producUtui caujidd' 
roiii tlio iin])ortaut ovonts of lihi, oiio of spiicilic., tiMu- 
lorary value, mid one whicli Uic.rcdon^ produced an 
iicaluulahhi urieat, — “Miiuui voii lianilKdiad’ l.es- 
wlu), in opposition to ](.lo[)stoek mid (11(001, was 
Olid of castiii^^ off liis ]Kirsoual dii-piity, iKicauso lie. 
ms iu)nlid(uit Uiut la^ could at any moiiouit jj[rasp and 
[iko it up a^niiii, delij^'lited in a dis^Ul)aUld life, in tav- 
vus and tlie world, as l\o always ue.c.dcd a. stnmj,;; 
()ant(M‘[)ois(‘ lo Ids powerfully laliourinji^ intiu’ior; and 
or this re.usou, also, lu‘. laid j<jiiicd tlu' suiU‘. of (Icii- 
rill Ta.u(‘.nt/iiui. One (wisily di.sc.overs how tla^ ahovi^- 
luuitioiaal piiuM^ was [re.iau’iiteil h{d.\vixt war mid pence, 
latretl and unection. It was this production which 
uppily opened the vie. w into a lii[j;licr, more sifpiilicmit, 
iTorid, from the literary and eiti/.eu world in wliicli 
ioetic art laid liitherto riioveil. 

Tim iiiteiise liutred in which tlu' rrnssiaiis and Sax- 
ns stood toward (uieli otlou’ during this war could not 
le reoiioved hy its teruiiiuitioii. d’hi' Saxon now lirst 
;dt, with true liithu’nesM, tin* wounds which tla^ u]iHlmi 
VuMsiaii liiid iiillieted upon him. P<diticul jicacii could 
lot iiume.diately nuistiihlisli a peaci^ hetwceii tlicir dis- 
lositiouH, lUit tliis wa.s to he hnai/^iliL iihoat Myiuhid- 
tally hy the above m('.ntioiie(l drama, ddie [(race and 
oiiahiUty of tint Saxon ladiits ciuupier the wortli, tlie 
ij^niity, and tlie .HtulilmriiMcs.s of the Prussians; ami, 
II tlu\ primujud as w(‘U a.s in tint Mul»j|*diiial.c cliaruc- 
ors, ahappy union of hi/arin and c.ontradietory idenieuts 
^ artistically n'pnaMMited. 

If I liavm put my rcadm* in .some ]MTl»lcxity liy llieso 
ursury and desultory nunurUs on (ierman liUsatnre, I 


nave suceccutju XU. IV . 

chaotic condition in whicli my poor bvuiu loin id itHclt, 
when, in the conflict of two epochs so important for 
the literary fatherland, so nmcli tliat was m.nv crowded 
ill upon me before .1. could come to tor ms wltli the old, 
so much that was old yet made me ieol its right over 
me, when I believed I had already caiiHo to vmituro on 
renouncing it altogether. I will at present try to im- 
part, as well as possible, the way I entered on to extri- 
cate myself from this difficulty, if only step by step. 

The period of prolixity into which my youth had 
fallen, I had laboured through with genuine industry, 
in company with so many wortliy men. The inuuer- 
ous quarto volumes of niauuscript which I left boliiiid 
with my father might sen^e for sullicicnt witiKissoa of 
this; and what a mass of essays, rough draughts, and 
half - executed designs, had, more from despoiuUuicy 
than conviction, gone up in smoke 1 Now, tlivough 
conversation, through instructio]i in general, tlivough 
so many conflicting opinions, but especially tlirongh my 
fellow-boarder Hofratli Pfeil, I learnod to value iiiore 
and more the importance of tho subject-matter and 
the conciseness of the treatment ; without, liowevei*, 
being aide to make it clear to myself where the former 
was to be sought, or how the latter was to be attained. 
For, what with the gi’eat narrowness of my situation ; 
what with the indifference of iny conipaiiiona, the 
reserve of the jirofessors, the excliiaiveucss of the edu- 
cated inhabitants; and what with tlio perfect insigni/l- 
cance of the natural objects, — I was coinpelhid to seek 
for everything within myself. Whenever I desired a 
true basis in feeling or reflection for my poems, I wiis 
forced to grasp into my own bosom ; when ever I re- 
quired for my poetic representation an iintncdiate 
intuition of an object or au event, I could not stc}) 
outside the circle which was fltted to teach me, and 
inspire me with an interest. In this view I wrote at 



irst certain nttie poems, in tne lurin oi sung» ur iu ci 
xeer measure : they are founded on reflection, treat of 
;he past, and for the most part take an epigrammatic 
;urn. 

And thus began that tendency from which I could 
lot deviate my whole life thi'ough ; namely, the tend- 
ency to turn into an image, into a poem, everything 
;hat delighted or troubled me, or otherwise occupied 
ne, and to come to some certain understanding with 
nyself upon it, that I might both rectify my concep- 
;ions of external things, and set my mind at rest about 
;hem. The faculty of doing this was necessary to no 
me more than to me, for my natural disposition whirled 
ne constantly from one extreme to the other. All, 
therefore, that has been confessed by me, consists of 
’ragments of a great confession ; and this httle book is 
in attempt which I have ventured on to render it 
joniplete. 

My early affection for Gretcheu I had now trans- 
:erred to one Annette (Aenncheii), of whom I can say 
aothing more than that she was young, handsome, 
jpriglitly, loving, and so agreeable that she well de- 
served to be set up for a time in the shrine of the 
Clear t as a little saint, that she might receive all that 
reverence which it often causes more pleasure to bestow 
:han to receive. I saw her daily without hinderance ; 
she helped to prepare the meals I enjoyed ; she brought, 
.n the evening at least, the wine I drank ; and indeed 
mr select club of noonday boarders was a warranty 
^hat the little house, which was visited by few guests 
except during the fair, well merited its good reputation. 
Opportunity and inclination were found for various 
kinds of amusement. But, as she neither could nor 
fared go much out of the house, the pastime was 
somewhat limited. We sang the songs of Zacharia; 
played the ‘^Diike Michael'’ of Kruger, iu which a 
knotted handkerchief had to take the place of the 


erably. Butainm oonmuitinns, Iho niuri' iiiiHun^nt 
they are, alltml the less variety in Ihe hnv^ rtin. 1 was 
seked with that wicked (liHteiujjnv whieli sediu'es us lu 
derive ainuseTUCut rrum th(\ tunueiit of a helovcd oiu*, 
mid to doiuiiieer ovtu* a girrs dt‘.votediu\ss with wanton 
and tyraniii(uil caprice. My ill luuuour ut the hiiluro 
of my poetical attempts, at tlu^ iipimnsit impossihility 
of coming to a clear niulerstuuding ahiait thmu, and ut 
overytliiiig else that might pinch me Ins’i^ ami tlien', 
I tliought T might vent on her, lua-ausi^ she truly l<iveil 
me witii all licr heart, and did wlmtever hIk'. eeuld to 
please me. .Hy nnfouiuled and uhsunl iils jeahuisy, 
I destroyed our most dtdiglitfnl days, hetli for myself 
ami her. She oiulnred it Cor a time with iuen'dihle 
patience, wliicli I was (iniel euoug:]» to Ivy [(» (.lui utter- 
most. Blit, to my sliame and ih'sjjuir, 1 Nvas at lust 
forced to remark tliatlier heart was alie.uated rnmi me, 
and that I might iiow have good g[rouml for the mad- 
ness in whicli I luid imlulgiul without necessity ami 
wibhont cause. There wore also tinanhli^ s('(mi‘s l)i'twi*cn 
us, in which T gained nothing; ami I then iirst fell 
that I had truly loved lior, and (umld not Ikmu* ti» lo.se 
her. My paSvSioii grew, and assiuiuul all the loruis of 
which it is capable nnd(u‘ such (drcunisLimci's : nay, at 
last I oven took up the role which Un* girl had hitherto 
played. I sought everything po.HHihlt‘ in order to lie 
agreeable to her, even to proemre her pUnisure hy nasnui 
of others; for! could not renounce. Llio liopc. of win- 
ning her again. But it was too late ! 1 had lost her 

really ; and the fveimy with which 1 revmigjsl my fault 
upon myself, by assanlting in varii)ns frantic, ways my 
physical nature, in order to inllic.t .soim^ luirt on my 
moral nature, contributed vtwy nunh to Mu', hot lily 
maladies under wliieli 1 lost soitui of tlic lai.st ytMirs of 
my life: indeed, I should pm'chanc.t'. have, been co)n- 
pletely ruined by this loss, had not my iioiitic. tali^nt 


lere shown itself particularly helpful with its healing 
lower. 

Ah’eady, at many intervals before, I had clearly 
nough perceived uiy ill conduct. I really loitied the 
loor child, when I saw her so thoroughly wounded by 
QB, without necessity, I pictured to myself so often 
nd so circumstantially her condition and my own, and, 
s a contrast, the contented state of another couple in 
iir company, that at last I could not forbear ti’eating 
bis situation dramatically, as a painful and instructive 
enance. Hence arose the oldest of my extant dra- 
latic labours, the httle piece entitled, “ Die Laiine des 
^erliebten '' (" The Lover's Caprice "), in the simple 
ature of which one may at the same time perceive 
le impetus of a boiling passion. 

But, before tliis, a deep), significant, impulsive world 
ad already interested me. Through my adventure 
ith Gretcheu and its consequences, I had early 
)oked into the strange labyrinths by winch civil soci- 
iy is undermined. Eeligioii, morals, law, rank, con- ; 

ections, custom, all rule only the surface of city > 

dstence. The streets, bordered by splendid houses, 
le kept neat; and every one behaves liimself there i 

L’operly enough : but, indoors, it often seems only so .] 

inch tlie more disordered ; and a smooth exterior, like 4 

thin coat of mortar, plasters over many a rotten wall 
lat tumbles together overnight, and produces an effect 
le more frightful, as it comes into the midst of a con- 
ition of repose. A great many families, far and near, 
had seen already, either overwlielmed in ruin or kept 
lisevably hanging on the brink of it, by means of 
lukruptcies, divorces, seduced daughters, murders, 

Duse-robberies, poisonings; and, young as I was, I 
id often, in such cases, lent a hand for help and pres- 
•vatioTi, For as my frankness awakened confidence; 

5 my secrecy was proved ; as my activity feared no 
icrifice, and loved best to exert itself in the most 


tunity to mediate, to liusli up, to divert the lightuiiig- 
flash, with every other assistance of the kind ; in the 
course of which, as well iu my own person as through 
others, I could not fail to come to the knowledge of 
many afflicting and humiliating facts. To relieve my- 
self I designed several plays, and wrote the arguments^ 
of most of them. But since the intrigues were always 
obliged to be painful, aud almost all these pieces 
threatened a tragical conclusion, I let them drop oue 
after another. ''Die Mitschuldigen ” (“The Accom- 
plices is the only one that was finished, the cheerful 
and burlesque tone of which upovi the gloomy family- 
ground appears as if accompanied by something causing 
anxiety ; so that, on the whole, it is painful in repre- 
sentation, although it pleases in detached passages. 
Tlie illegal deeds, harshly expressed, wound the aesthetic 
and moral feeling, and the piece could therefore find no 
favour on the German stage ; although the imitations 
of it, which steered clear of those rocks, were received 
with applause. 

Both the above-mentioned pieces were, however, 
wi'itten from a more elevated point of view, without 
my having been aware of it. They direct us to a 
considerate forbearance iu casting moral imputations, 
and in somewhat harsh aud coarse touches sportively 
express that most Chiistiau maxim, Le,t him who is 
without sin among yon cast the first stone. 

Through this earnestness, which cast a gloom over 
my first pieces, I committed the mistake of neglecting 
very favourable materials which lay quite decidedly 
in my natural disposition. In the midst of these 
serious, and, for a young man, fearful, experiences, 
was developed in me a redd ess humour, which feels 

1 “ Exposition,” inadraraalic sense, properly means a slato- 
ment of the events which take place before the action of the play 
commences. — Trans. 


self superior to the moment, ana not only rears no 
mger, but rather wantonly courts it. Tlie reason of 
lis lay in the exuberance of spirits in wliich the 
igorous time of life so much delights, and which, if 
manifests itself in a frolicsome way, causes much 
[easure, both at tlie moment and in remembrance, 
hese tilings are so usual, that, in the vocabulary of 
ir young university Mends, they are called Suites ; 
id, on account of the close similarity of signification, 

> say ‘‘ play suites,'' means just the same as to “ play 
ranks.” ^ 

Such humourous acts of daring, brought on the 
leatre with wit and sense, are of the greatest effect, 
liey are distinguished from intrigue, inasmuch as 
Ley are momentary, and that their aim, whenever 
ley are to have one, must not be remote. Beau- 
archais has seized their full value, and the effects of 
.s Figaro ” spring preeminently from this. Whereas 
Lch good-humoured roguish and half-Icnavish pranks 
e practised with personal risk for noble ends, the 
tiiations which arise from them are sesthetically and 
orally considered of the greatest value for the tlioa- 
e ; as, for instance, the opera of The Water-Carrier ” 
eats perhaps the happiest subject which we have ever 
jt seen upon the stage. 

To enliven the extreme tedium of daily life, I iilayed 
f numberless tricks of the sort, partly without any 
m at all, xiartly in the service of my friends, wliom I 
cecl to please. For myself, I could not say that I had 
Lce acted in tliis designedly, nor did I ever happen to 
insider a feat of the kind as a subject for art. Had 
however, seized uxion and elaborated sucli materials, 
bicli were so close at band, my earliest labours would 
Lve been more clieerful and available. Some incidents 

iTbe real meaning of the passage is, that the idiom Possen 
issen^' is used also with the miivorsity word “Suite,” so that 
e cau say “ tSuiten reissen.''^ — Tkans. 


out design. or since the heart always hes nearer to 
us than the head, and gives us trouble, whereas the 
latter knows how to set matters to rights, the affairs 
of the heart had always appeared to me as the most 
important. I was never weary of reflecting upon the 
transient nature of attacliinents, the mutability of 
human character, moral sensuality, and all the heights 
and depths, the combination of which in our nature 
may he considered as the riddle of liuman life. Here, 
too, I sought to get rid of that wliich troubled me, in • 
a song, an epigram, in some kind of rhyme; which, 
since they referred to the most private feelings and 
the most peculiar cii’cumstances, could scarcely interest 
any one but myself. In the meantime, my external 
position had very much changed after the lapse of a 
short time. Madame Bohme, after a long and melan- 
choly illness, had at last died : she had latterly ceased 
to admit me to her presence. Her husband could not 
be very much satisfied with me : I seemed to him not 
sufficiently industrious, and too frivolous. He espe- 
cially took it very ill of me, when it was told him, that 
at the lectures on German Public Law, instead of tak- 
ing proper notes, I had been drawing on the margin 
of my note-hook the personages presented to our 
notice in them, such as the president of the chamber, 
the moderators and assessors, in strange wigs ; and by 
this drollery had disturbed my attentive neighbours 
and set them laughing. After the loss of his wife he 
lived still more retired than before, and at last I 
shunned him in order to avoid his reproaches. But it 
was peculiarly unfortunate that Gellert would not use 
the power which he might have exercised over us. 
Indeed, he had uot time to play the father-confessor, 
and to inquire after the character and faults of every- 
body : he therefore took the matter very much in the 
lump, and thought to curb us by means of the church 



torms. jor this reason he commoniyj when ne au- 
mitted us to his presence, used to lower his little liead, 
and, in his weeping, winning voice, to ask us whether wc 
went regularly to church, who was our confessor, and 
whether we took the holy communion ? If we came 
off badly at this examination, we were dismissed witli 
Lamentations : we were more vexed than edified, yet 
could not help loving the man heartily. 

On this occasion I cannot forbear recalling somewhat 
of my earlier youth, in order to make it obvious that 
bhe great affairs of the ecclesiastical religioji must be 
carried on with order and coherence, if they are to 
prove as fruitful as is expected. The Protestant ser- 
vice has too little fulness and consistency to be able to 
hold the congi’ogation together ; hence it easily happens 
that members secede from it, and either form little 
congregations of their own, or, without ecclesiastical 
connection, quietly carry on their citizeu-liCc side hy 
side. Thus for a considerable time complaints were 
made that churchgoers were diminishing from year 
bo year, and, just in the same ratio, the persons who 
partook of the Lord's Supper. With respect to hotli, 
but especially the latter, the cause lies close at hand ; 
but who dares to speak it out ? We will make the 
attempt. 

In moral and religious, as well as in physical and 
civil, matters, man does not like to do anything on the 
spur of the moment; he needs a sequence from whicli 
results habit; what he is to love and to pevforu\, he 
cannot represent to liimself as single or isolated ; and, 
if he is to rejoeat anything wdlirigly, it must not have 
become strange to him. If the Pj'otestant worship 
lacks fulness in general, so let it bo investigated in 
letail, and it will be found that the Protestant has too 
few sacraments, — nay, indeed, ho has only one in 
which he is himself an actor, — the Lord’s Supper ; for 
baptism he sees only when it is performed on others, 


the highest mrt nf ™ 7. ^craments are 

?o£iS»; 

same m all kinrlci aP ni, • ^- ™porfc is the 

the eaetemllrtkm ‘ 

to the myafcerv with wo ^ “°te or leas submisaion 
that wuS " '7 acoommodation aa to 

holy thing which ii? ™ rf /T^^® remains a great, 

partake of it with rhp t alone: no Christian can 
?he aymbohcr^ - gi-n, if 

within him Hp nfm * ^ 
inaer religion of fh^ t ^“^^^tomed to regard the 
church as perfectly oup^^^ +7^ of the external 
ment, which a^ain^ cliviH ^5®^* universal sacra- 

<«ici commlSS to S' ®° “there, 

structibleness, and etlnity^'" ^ 

salutation or fottL^Zncr^fh ^ passing 
blessing upon them pronounces his 

is not long^SomThis ® indissoluble. It 

the threshold of the altaf-^lt^Ti" ^ tilceness to 
water, and so iunn-p-np ^■ ^ ■' purified with holy 
not forfeit this ben&t but tSn that it can- 

apostasy. The child in thfcouSe S^l£°f “"“"^^trous 
gressing in earthly fhino.c i °t hfe goes on pro- 

exaltation that this has been 

received into the bosom of thp ® 

. deoldsdly : 


j kiiowH Ilia a(lvanLa^^^‘^ aiul also Iiis ilutics, lUit, in 
LG laoaiitiino, a ga*aL tliuil LlitiC is aLrau^ai lias luipiunuMl 
I him aa a man: tliroui^h instnictioa. jual allUcLioii ho 
la como to know how crilioal ai)))oai’M tlu^ aUiLo of his 
nor self, and Lluu’o will oonstLiiilly las a <|U(^stion of 
jctriuea and of t^lnH[‘T(^ssionH ; l)iil imiiislinanit sludl 
) .longor tak(^ phuu^ h'or Inu’t^, in Llio iiiliiiitu (a)n- 
aioii ill wliioJi lu\ must imlaii^di^ Inmst'lf, amid tlio 
mdiot of nutunil and r(di*^ious olaims, mi adiuinihhi 
:])odiont is i^dviai him, in (’onlidin^^ Ids doods and 
isdoods, his inIirmiti(^H and doid)ts, Lo a worthy man, 
)poinUul oxi)i‘(!HHly for that imrposL*, wlio knows Iiow 
<udm, to warn, to stroiijj^tlnm him, to clmsUm Idm 
vowiso by symboluMil ]nunshmi‘nts, uial at last, by a 
anpk^U*. wasldi!^^ away of Ids gidlt, to rondor Idm 
L])])y, and to 1 dm bark, ]iuro and tdoansiMl, tlm 
hltit (jf Ids manhood. Tims ]in‘p;Ln‘d and purely sot 
vast by sovoral Hao-nimontul m’ts, wliioli ww olosor 
:anuiuition bniiioJi forth aj^ntin into miniitor sacra- 
outal trails, lu^ kiu‘.c.ls lIowu U» rocoivo llu^ host; and, 
at the mystoiy of this lii|j[h act may h(‘ still cnhiincod, 

I HooH tlu^ dmliuo only iu the distuuo*^ : it is uo com- 
on eating and drinking that Hatiniics, it is a Ikmiv- 
ly feast, whuili makes him thirst after heavenly 
ink. 

Yot lot not Uiu yontli l)idi(wt^ that this is all In^ lias 
do I let not even tlu^ man h(di(Wo it, In oartldy 
latioiiH w(* are at last ac.cusLomcd to iltLpeml on (mr- 
ives; and, (Won tlan'o, kin»wlodgc, uiidcrstamling. and 
aractor will not ahva3^M suIIum^: in heftvcmly tilings, 
tlie coutrfiry, we have iiovm* linislitid haindng, 
10 Idglior finding within ns, which often liiids itsidf 
t e.vtm truly at homo, is, liesidLis, opp^^s^uld ly so 
iich from without, tliat oiir own ])ow(U’ hardly ad- 
inisUs's all Unit is iic.<u‘.ssary for c-ounsol, coiis(»lation, 
d lielp, Ihit, to this end, tlmt remedy is inMtiliitcd 
r our whole, life; and an intcUigc.iit, jaous man is 


wanderers’ and to relieve the distressed. 

And what has been so well tried through the whole 
life, is now to show forth all its healing power with 
tenfold activity at the gate of Death. According to a 
trustful custom, inculcated from youth upwards, the 
dying man receives with fervour those symbolical, sig~ 
nificant assurances; and there, where every earthly 
warranty fails, he is assured, by a heavenly one, of a 
blessed existence for all eternity. He feels perfectly 
convinced that neither a hostile element nor a malig- 
nant spirit can hinder him from clothing himself with 
a glorified body, so that, in immediate relation with the 
Godhead, he may partake of the boundless happiness 
which flows forth from him. 

Then, in conclusion, that the whole may be made 
holy, the feet also are anointed and blessed. They are 
to feel, even in the event of possible recovery, a repug- 
nance to touching this earthly, hard, impenetrable soil. 
A wonderful elasticity is to be imparted to tliem, by 
which they spurn from under them the clod of earth 
which hitherto attracted them. And so, through a 
brilliant cycle of equally holy acts, the beauty of which 
we have only briefly hinted at, the cradle and the 
grave, however far asunder they may chance to be, are 
joined in one continuous circle. 

But all these spiritual wonders spring not, like other 
fruits, from the natural soil, where they can neither be 
sown nor planted nor cherished. We must supplicate 
for them from another region, — a thing which cannot 
be done by all persons nor at all times. Here we meet 
the highest of these symbols, derived from pious tra- 
dition. We are told that one man may be more 
favoured, blessed, and sanctified from above than 
another. But, that this may not appear as a natural 
gift, this great boon, bound up with a heavy duty, 
must be communicated to others by one authorised 


)or.s()u to aiiothor; aiul llio ju^rcutt'sl Unit a nrau 
iin att-uin, witliouL liia haviu*^ to olitain it l»y hin own 
viustling or gniapiiig, niu.st la*. uiiil iiarpolu- 

,U‘(l oil oaiili l>y M])iriUuil inlicritanao. In llu‘ vary 
mlinatioii oi; tlu\ |U‘i(^st is ooniiavhoinlnl all Ihat is 
au'.i'SHury for tlu^ (‘nVctiuil soloannisin*^^ {»r thosi‘ holy 
,(ilM by whic.h Iho niulLilmlo. wilhoul any 

iLlior ai’.tivity Ikmii^^ niauirul on llifir i»art thiin that 
if faith and implicit t'.onlidi'.iuu^ And thus thn jiriost 
oins tlio lino. (>!' liis jinuhuuwiors ami suom'ssorn, in Uni 
indo of thosn auoiutod with him, roiaosimLinf; Iho 
lighiist Huuroo of bloHMin/^Hj so nnmh tin* inoni |,(lori- 
III sly, as it is not ho, tbo priest, wiioin wo n'Verenet^ 
ait In’s ollie.o ; it is not his nod to whieh wi' bow Iho 
aieo, hut tlio l)lessiu>^^ whieh ho iiuliarls, and wldeli 
eonis Uiti moro holy, and to ooino tlio unao iimue- 
iatoly from hoavon, lM‘euusi* (la* earthly instruiiu'Mt 
auuot at all wealcon or invalidate it Ijy its »)wn sinful, 
lay, wiokod, nature, 

Il(»w is this truly s])iritiial eiaineetion .slmltored U\ 
aee.es in Pi'eteHtantism, by ]Mirt of the ahovo nuMilioned 
yinhols heiii|4 tleeliired ajioeryplml, and iady a Idw 
anouieal I and how, by llieir indilbu'etiee (»» nm* of 
lu‘Me, will they ju’upare us for the hhifh ili^piity of (ho 
tlmrs V 

(ii niy time I liail Immui tM»nlitli*i| to tlu^ roligious 
istnudion of a ohl iulinn eleipjyimm, who had 

leeu oonfessor of Uie family for many years, 'ria' 
Oateeliism,” a ** I*araijlirase ’* of it, and t lu^ *’ Srhomi' 
f Salvation,*' I luul at my iini'ers' muls, I larked not 
ne of Uie HtroiijL,dy jirovini.^ ilihlieal texts, lait from all 
Ids I reajHul no fruit; for, as they as.suretl mo Ihul llw* 
oiie.st old man arran^a'd his ehief i'Xumination iti*eonl- 
to an old Hii form, 1 lost all |ileiisure and im liim. 
ion for tlm laisiness, spent (he. last weok in idl snrt s of 
iversinns, laid in my hat I he lon.-.e loavrs IioihommI 
rom an older fritMul, wlm had i;o(len (hem Iroiii Ua? 


clergyman, and unfeelingly and senselessly react aloud 
all that I should have known how to utter with feeling 
and conviction. 

But I found my good intention and my aspirations 
in tliis iroportant matter still more paralysed by a dry, 
spiritless routine, ’when I was now to approach the 
confessional. I was indeed conscious of having many 
failings, but no great faults ; and that very conscious- 
ness diminished them, since it directed me to the moral 
strength which lay within me, and which, with resolu- 
tion and perseverance, was at last to become master 
over the old Adam. We were taught that we w’ere 
much better than the Catholics for the very reason 
that we were not obliged to confess anything in par- 
ticular in the confessional, — nay, that this would not 
be at all proper, even if we wished to do it. I did 
not like this at all; for I had the strangest religious 
doubts, wliich I would readily have had cleared up on 
such an occasion. Now, as this was not to be done, I 
composed a confession for myself, wliich, while it weU 
expressed my state of mind, was to confess to an intel- 
ligent man, in general terms, that which I was forbid- 
den to tell him in detail. But when I entered the old 
choir of the Barefoot Briars, when I approached the 
strange latticed closets in wliich the reverend gentlemen 
used to be found for that purpose, when the sexton 
opened the door for me, when I now saw myself shut 
up in the narrow place face to face with my sx^iritual 
grandsire, and he bade me welcome with his wealc, 
nasal voice, all the light of my mind and heart was 
extinguished at once, the well-conned confession-speech 
would not cross my hps. In my embarrassment I 
opened the book in my hand, and read from it the first 
short form I saw, wMch was so general, that anybody 
might have spoken it with quite a safe conscience. I 
received absolution, and withdrew neither warm nor 
cold ; went the next day with my parents to the table 



rr tn.0 Jjom, aua tor a tow aaya uoiuivoci iuy«uiL ua wu» 
)ecoraing after so holy au act. 

In fcho se(i[Uol, however, there came over itui that 
ivil, which, from the fact of our religion being coinpli- 
juted by various dogmas, a.ud foundtid cm texts of 
Jeripturo wliicli admit of *several interpretations, at- 
acks scrupulous men in sueli n, imuinor that it brings 
)U a hypochondriacal condition, and raises this to its 
lighest point, to iixod ideas. I have known sc\veral 
non, who, tliough tluvir luanner of tluidving and living 
vas perfectly rational, could not fnu^ tluuuselves from 
rhinkiug about tho sin against the Holy (Ihost, and 
i’oin the j'ear tliat they had committed it. A similar 
-rouble threatened ]n(J on the subject of tluj e.om- 
uui.iion; for tho te.xt, that one who unworthily ])av- 
-akes of the sacrament eateth and drinki'th damnatii)U 
.0 himself, had, very (uivly, idnuidy made, a luoustrmis 
mY}vcssiou upon nui. hlvevy fearful thing that 1 had 
*ead in the histories of tho Middle Age.s, of thc‘. judg- 
uoiits of God, of those most strange on buds, hy nuhhol 
ron, flaming fu'C:^, awcflliug watcu*, and ev(\u wluit tlu^ 
iiblo tellvS us of tluj draught which agnuis well with 
he innocent, hut imflh up and Imrsts the guilty, — all 
his x>h‘tured itsedf to my imagination, and fornual 
tself into the most frightful (iombinaXioiiH ; siiiee falser 
r^ows, hy|)ocrisy, perjury, hlasplmmy, all HiMuiUMl to 
veigh down tlie unwortliy person at tliis most Indy 
ict, wliicli was so much tlici mon^. horribles us no om^ 
iould dare to pronoimoci himself wortliy: and Iho for- 
dvcncfls of sins, by which eveuythiug was to ]n\ at last 
loiio away, was found litnitcul by so many e.onditionH, 
di^it one could not with certainty duni a])propriatc.i it 
•0 oner’s self. 

Tliis gloomy scruple Lroubhul nu^ to such a di^grius, 
md blie oxpeduuit whicth tiny would repn^stuit L(» mo 
IS Bunicicmt stiemed so bald and teeldi'., that it gavc^ Uui 
nigbear only a more ft^arful aspcc.t; and, as soon as I 






had reached Leipzig, I tried to tree inysclt altogetner 
from my connectioa with the Chtirch. How oppressive, 
then, must have been to me the exhortations of Gellert, 
whom, considering the generally laconic style with 
which he was obliged to repel our obtrusiveness, I was 
unwilling to trouble with such singular questions, and 
the less so as in my more cheerful hours I was myself 
ashamed of them, and at last left completely behind 
me this strange anguish of conscience, together with 
church and altar. 

Gellert, in accordance with his pious feelings, had 
composed for himself a course of ethics, which from 
time to time he publicly read, and thus in an honour- 
able manner acquitted himself of his duty to the 
public. Gellert's writings had already, for a long time, 
been the foundation of German moral culture, and 
every one anxiously wished to see that work printed ; 
but, as this was not to he done till after the good 
man's death, people thought themselves very fortunate 
to hear him deliver it himself in his lifetime. The 
philosophical auditorium^ was at such times crowded, 
and the beautiful soul, the pure will, and the interest 
of the noble man in our welfare, his exliortations, 
warnings, and entreaties, uttered in a somewhat hollow 
and sorrowful tone, made indeed an impression for the 
moment ; but this did not last long, the less so as there 
were many scoffers, who contrived to make us suspicious 
of this tender and, as they thouglit, enervating maimer. 
I remember a Prenchman travelling through the town, 
who asked what were the maxims and opinions of the 
man who attracted such an immense concourse. When 
we had given him the necessary information, he shook 
his head, and said, smiling, Laissez le faire, il nom 
forme, cZes 

And thus also did good society, which cannot easily 

^The lecture-room. The word is also used in univorsity lan- 
guage to denote a professor’s audience. 



iduro anyUiiug woi'Oliy uoar it, know how to Hiioil, 
i occasion, tlio moral iiiiluouco. whitOi (h^lhui might 
ivc had upon us. Ni»w it was taken ill of him 
uit ho instnioUul Lite Daue-s of distino.tiou anil wealth, 
ho were, piirtieularly ree.onmieuded to him, he.tter 
lan tlie. otlie.r students, and laid a marked soliiatudo 
T the.ni; now he. was eluirged with sellishness and 
^potism for eausing a hthlr dhdh' to lie t’slahlished 
r those young lue.n at his hrethur’s house. This 
•otluir, a tall, goinUloiiking, hlunt, uneenMuoiuous, 
id soniowluit coarse man, hud, it was said, Ikmui 
foiunng-master ; and, notwitlistunding tlio too great 
nity of Ids brother, tlui nohlo boarders were often 
aate.d harslily and roiiglily: lienee tlie pi'oph^ tliongbt 
ey imist again take the part of these, young folks, 
ul pulhal alaait the. gocul reputation of llu^ e,\ce,lle.nt 
idle.rt to such a degree, that, in order not to he nds- 
kon about liim, we heeume indillercnt toward Idm, 
id visited liim no more; yet we always sahilcil 
m in (Uir best manner when he came riding along 
i his tame gray lioim This horse the ele.etoi’ Inul 
ut him, to oliligo him to take aa exereise ao neecs- 
ry for Ids luialtli,-— a, distiuetiou for widish la* was 
it easily to he. forgivim. 

And UiUH, by dt'grees, the (*.pocli ajiproaelu'd wlrnu 
I authority was to vanish from hefore me, and 1 was 
hee.ome Huspie.ious, nay, to despair, oven — of Um 
eatest and hi^st individuals, wlmm I had known or 
lagineil 

Krederiek the Seeoud still stood at the, liead of all 
e. distingidslied nmii of tlie century in my thoughts; 
id it must therefore liave appeared vmy sni’prising 
me, that I eould praise him us little liefore tlm 
haiutunts of Le.ijv/.ig as formerly in my grundfutla'i's 
iusi\ 'riiey hail felt the hand of war lieiivily, it ie 
no; and tlauv.foiT. thity wsu'e not to l>l}Lm(‘ jdr nut 
inking the In^st of liim wlio liud liegiin and roii(jimeil 


tuererore, were willino' tn inf 
a distinguished hnf ^ pass as 

•There ^Z^oart'-tW -r™ “ “ S'" “»»• 

thing with great lieane md’ «“ “““■ 

lands nor monev nor hinnfi ' spares neither 

one’s purpose aMast may well accomplish 

great iuTone of ht i 

had, properly sneakmt^ ^’fT*^^ notlimg that he 
pended on ^5 de- 
blunders and whit t making 

only c?me to Zm J,T ^^t^'^m-dinary in him had 
these blunders gSd Jaii compelled to make 

that he had obtain Pt^ i?^c purely from this 

man wishes for himqplf J since every 

good, in a cW 

quently commits blunders which he fre- 

Years’ War sten bv qi ui the Seven 

Hng qnite Melerf^Skd fi “ ““ 

it was his own fault tb?r tv and that 

protracted to soTelt a V had been 

and general would^ hate .rn man 

much sooner.” Tn qm-, i hotter of his enemies 

could cite infinite detail? which T^f 1 ^^ey 

to deny; and I felt thp n u uot knowhow 

had devoted to this rpim ^^.®^ded reverence which I 

"Pwardj gradMlIy cocSfatl?™"' ''™ 5'““ 

forte 

aodid a aewfaS Jr„ ^r"' o great ma; 

much diminish I gamed at the time, very 

preseut fellow citizens^^^TVq^ V ^ 
strangest fellows in thp 

Behi-isch, and was tutor tn , He was named 

well-built, far advanced in ^°’^gb- Lean and 

iiose, _and altogether marked 

morning till nieht n qn f u ^^^'ares; he wore from 
- mght a scratch which might well have 


never went out but with his sword by his side 
his hat under his arm. He was one of tliose men 
I have quite a peculiar gift of killing time, or, 
er, who know how to make something out of 
ling, in order to pass time away, livery thing he 
had to be done with slowness, and with a cevtaiu 
u'tment which might have been called affected if 
risch had not even by nature had something 
5ted in his manner. He resembled an old hVoucli- 
, and also spoke and wrote French very well and 
[y. His gi-eatest dehght was to busy himself seri- 
y about drolleries, and to follow up witliout cud 
silly notion. Thus he was constantly dressed in 
and as the different parts of his attire were of 
rent material, and also of different shades, he could 
ct for whole days as to liow he should procure 
gray more for his body, and was haj^py when \io 
succeeded in this, and could put to shame us who 
doubted it, or had pronounced it impossible. TTi‘. 

. gave us long, severe lectures about our lack of 
ntive power, and our want of faith in his talents, 
or the rest, he had studied well, was particularly 
id in the modern languages and their literature, 
wrote an excellent hand. He was very well dia- 
d toward me; and I, having been always accus- 
ed and inclined to the society of older persons, 
attached myself to him. My intercourse served 
too, for a special amusement; since he toolc 
5ure in taming my restlessness and impatience, 
which, on the other hand, I gave him ouougli 
0 . In the art of poetry he had what is called 
> — a certain general opinion about tlie good and 
the mediocre and tolerable; but his judgrrujut 
rather censorious, and lie destroyed even the litlh* 

• in contemporary writers which I cherished within 
by unfeeling remarks, whicli he know how to ath 


poems or tms mau and tnat He received my produc- 
tions with indulgence, and let me have my own way, 
but only on the condition that I should have nothing 
printed. He promised me, on the other hand, that he 
himself would copy those pieces which he thought 
good, and would present me with them in a handsome 
volume. This undertaking now afforded an opportunity 
for the gi’eatest possible waste of time. For before he 
could find the right paper, before he could make up 
his mind as to the size, before he had settled the 
breadth of the margin and the form of handwriting, 
before the crow>quills were provided and cut into pens, 
and Indian ink was rubbed, whole weeks passed, with- 
out the least bit having been done. With just as 
much ado he always set about his writing, and really, 
by degrees, put together a most charming manuscript. 
The title of the poems was in German text ; the verses 
themselves in a perpendicular Saxon hand ; and at the 
end of every poem was an analogous vignette, which 
he had either selected somewhere or other, or had 
invented himself, and in which he contrived to imitate 
very neatly the hatching of the wood-cuts and tail- 
pieces which are used for such j)urposes. To show 
me these things as he went on, to celebrate beforehand 
in a comico-pathetical manner my good fortune in see- 
ing myself immortalised in such exquisite haudwiiting, 
and that in a style which no printing-press could 
attain, gave another occasion for passing the most 
agreeable hours. In the meantime, his intercourse 
was always secretly instructive, by reason of his hberal 
acquirements, and, as he Imew how to subdue iny rest- 
less, impetuous disposition, was also quite wholesome 
for me in a moral sense. He had, too, quite a peculiar 
ahhoiTcnce of rouglmess; and his jests were always 
quaint without ever falling into the coarse or the 
trivial. He indulged himself in a distorted aversion 
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DuchcH ov(5n wluit llu'.y wcm-c. iihli' 1(» uiulcflfiki*, \lr 
ms particularly iiu^xliausliblc in a coinii'ul n‘prt‘st*uta* 
ion of imliviiUial persons, us ho huuvh .suuirtliin^ to 
till fault with ill till*. tnKlcrinr nf (‘very one. Tims, 
i^luni wo lay tn^a‘,tlun‘ tit Llit^ wiinhuv. he euiilil tM'eu[>y 
inisolf for Innirs t‘.ritii‘isii\*:( the jiussevs-hy, luul, wheti 
0 luul cciiisuntd them hn\*f luiou^di, in slmwin**; exadly 
ml cirounisUiiiUally how Uiey ouj^dit (o have ([ressed 
luunsolvoM, ougiiL U) have walked, tind oii'dit lo huvt' 
tiluivcd, Lo look likt^ ordtwly Siie|j all(Mit[>ls, 

)!• tlu'. itiosL jjjirL, (uide.d in sonieLliituf iiM)M’o|M‘r and 
bsurd ; so tlniL w(*- did not ho nuieh hiu|dt ai. Innv tin* 
uin look(‘,d, l)iiL at how, luirehanei*, In' iiiiidit have 
toked had lui hatai niad e.non^^h (t» carieaLure hiinN(‘ir. 
u all stK’h nuiLL(‘.rs, lle-tiriseh wiMit (|nil(^ unmereilully 
) work, witiiouL heint*' in Lhi^ sli'^ldi'st dej!;rtM' inali- 
LOUS. On the oLlutr hand, wi^ knew hnw !(» leusi* liitu, 
n oar sitU^ hy assuriii/^^ him that, to jttdije rmin hi i 
xtovior, ho must Ik\ taken, if not tor u hrem-h dime- 
ij^^-inastiw, at least for tlui aradeinieal (earlier of |[n« 
in^ma^u^. This roprtwtil was nsnally (he .Mitrnal Wn 
isHortathms an hour lunjj;, in whieh he. us(sl lo eel. 
)rth diilenme.e, wiih^ as tim heavens, whieli tlune 
niH he.twiuni lain and an old l''rtmehnuui, At (In* 
uno lime he I’.omnnudj^ imputed to ns all sorts of 
wkward a(rt(mi|)tH, that W(*. iiiiKht possilily Imvs* made 
a the alUu’ation and niodilietitioii of Ids wardrolie. 

My poi^tie.al eomjiositions, wltieh I only earrieil »m 
ui more zintlously us the truiiHrriiil. went i»u hei*tiniin*t 
lore IxHintirul and more earetiil, now imdiiied al(n. 
Mm' to Urn natural and the trin*; and if the siilijr'cU i 
mid not always lie important, I tii*verthelrss alwiiys 
uh^avoured U) e.x))ri‘SH tinmi (dearly and poin(edly. 
\(\ mom HO as iny rriimd often <ruve im* to nndn Jaiid 
hat a i^re.at thill‘s it was to wrilt* down a vor.o 'Ui 
^iitcli tuip(u*, with ^.lu^ (‘1*0 \v-(jnill and Indian ink; 


ought not to be squandered on any tiling empty and 
superfluous. He would, at the same time, opon a 
finished parcel, and circunivStantially to explain what 
ought not to stand in this or that place, or congratu- 
late us that it actually did not stand there. He tliou 
spoke with great contempt of the art of printing, 
mimicked the compositor, ridiculed liis gestures ami 
his hurried picking out of letters here and tliore, 
and derived from this manoeuvre all tlie calamities of 
literature. On the other hand, he extolled the grace 
and noble posture of a writer, and inuncdiatcly sat 
down himself to exliibit it to us; while he rated us 
at the same time for not demeaning ourselves at the 
writing-table precisely after his example and mode]. 
He now reverted to the contrast with the compositor, 
turned a begun letter upside down, and showed Jiow 
unseemly it would be to write anything from tlio 
bottom to the top, or from the right to tlio left, with 
other things of Ih^e land -with which whole volumes 
might have been filled. 

With such harmless fooleries we squandered our 
precious time; while it could havo occurred to 71011(3 
of us, that anytliing would chance to proceed out of 
our cii'cle which would awaken a general sensation and 
bring us into not the best repute. 

Gellert may liave taken little pleasure in his Prac- 
ticum;” and if, perhaps, he took pleasure in giving 
some dnections as to prose aud poetical stylo, lie did 
it most privately only to a few, among wliom we could 
not number ourselves. Professor Clodius thought to 
fill the gap which thus arose in tlie public instruction. 
He had gained some renown in literature, criticism, 
and poetry, and, as a young, lively, obliging man, found 
many friends, both in the university and in the city. 
Gellert himself referred us to the lectures now com- 
menced by him; and, as far as the principal matter 



was concerned, we rouuivktul liLLus (Iilhn’onco, lie, loo, 
Diily criticise d details, cov reeCed H ke- \v i su w i t h ^ red ink ; 
ind one found one's solE in I’.oinimny ^Yitll men' 
3 limder.s, without a prospect us to wIumh* tlio right was 
;0 he sought. 1 had hrouglit to liiiii houumjI my littli^ 
abouvs, whi(^h ho did not treat luirslily. l»ut just at 
Jhs time tlioy wrote to me I'rom hioiie., lliut I niusl> 
/vitliout fail furnish a jioem [or my uncle's wedding. 1 
bit far reinovod fnnn that light and frivnlons [icriod 
u wJiicli a similar thing would Imvo given me |)|i-as* 
ire; aud, since 1 could get nothing out (»!’ tiui actual 
arcumstanco itself, I deliunninetl U> Irit'k oat my wnrk 
II the host inaiuKU’ with (extraneous oraaimmt. 1 
hor(3f()rc3 convinu'.d all Olymiius to eorisult alien t (In* 
tuiiTiago of a .Frankfort lawyer, and sm'iomsly mmngli, 
o bo 8UV(i, as well lH*.e,anu‘. the. le.stival of surh an hen- 
lurable man. Venus and Tlannis Inal i|uurrelleil lur 
ds sake; hut a roguisli prank, whieli Aumr played (he 
[itto, gained the suit for tlio foniier; and the geile 
'ocidod in favour of the man’iage. 

My work by no means disjdeased me. 1 received 
roni homo a handsonui lettei‘ U\ its pruiais I nek the 
rouble to liavo anoLluir fair copy, and hop(‘d (e e,\hui 
oinc ajiplauHO from my prolV..ssoi* also. I»ut liere I Imil 
lisscd iny ainn Tie. Look tlm uaitU'r si’.vendy ; and ns 

0 did not notioci the, tune, nf parody, which neverlhc" 
3as lay in tlie noLio)i, lie. (hshired tin* great expemli- 
are of diviiu'. means [nr such an iiisigiiifieaiit human 
ad in tlu^ highest thgreu repreliensilile ; inviagdied 
[■gainst tlie use and aliusi^ of such myllmlugieal (irr, 
vcs> as a false liahit originating in jMslantie iinii's; 
nind the expression now too higli, now loo low; ami, 

1 divers jiartinulars, laid indi'ed not sjiared (lie ivd 
ik, though he asserted tlnit h(‘ had yet ilmie ton lit tin, 

Rucli pi(!(ics wtu’ii i'(‘ad out and crituMsed iimmy 
Lously, it is true; Imt w('. usimI to watch ea«-h «.thm'. 
iul it lannained no sticrct that this n nfurt uiait t* ussiMii- 


wlieu I took his point of view, seeuied to he pDrieetiy 
just, aucl those divinities more iiearly inspected were 
iu fact only hollow shadow-forms, I cursed all Olym- 
pus, hung the whole mythic Pantheon away ; and froiu 
that time Amor and Luna have been the only divini- 
ties which at all appear in my little poems. 

Among the persons whom Behrisch liad chosen as 
the butts of his wit, Clodius stood just at^ tlie head ; 
nor was it hard to find a comical side in him. Being 
of small vStature, rather stout and thiclc-set, he was 
violent in his motions, somewhat impetuous iu his 
utterances, and restless in his demeanour. In all this 
he differed from his fellow citizens, who, nevei'thelcss, 
willingly put up with him on account of his good 
qualities, and the fine promise which he gave. 

He was usually commissioned with the poems wliich 
had become necessary on festive occasions. In the so- 
called Ode,” he followed the manner employed by 
Ramler, w^hom, however, it alone suited. But Clodius, 
as an imitator, had especially marked the foreign words 
by means of which the poems of Eamler come forth 
with a majestic pomp, which because it is conformable 
to the greatness of his subject and the rest of his 
poetic treatment, produces a very good effect on the 
car, feelings, and imagination. In Clodius, on the coji- 
trary, these expressions had a heterogeneous air; since 
his poetry was in other respects not calculated to ele- 
vate the mind in any manner. 

Now, we had often been obliged to see such poems 
printed and highly landed in our presence ; and we 
found it highly offensive, that he who had sequestered 
the heathen gods from us, now wished to hammer 
together another ladder to Parnassus out of Greek and 
Roman word-rungs. These oft-recurring expressions 
stamped themselves firmly on our memory ; and in a 
merry hour, when we were eating some most excellent 
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once struck me to put together these ^vords of might 
and power, in a poem on the cake-baker Hendel. No 
sooner thought than done 1 And let it stand liere too, 
as it was wiitten on the wall of the house with a lead- 
pencil 

‘‘O Hendeh dessen Ruhm vom Sad zuin Norden reicht, 
Veruimm den Pciiin der zu deitien Ohreii steigt. 

Du backst was Gallien und Brilten emsig suchen, 

Mit schopfrische?i Genicy oricjinelle Kuchen. 

Des XaJl’ee's Ocean, der sich vor dir ergiesst, 

1st stisser als der Saffc der vom Ilymellu!^ fliesst. 

Dein Haus ein Monument, wie Avir den KuiKsten lohiien 
Umhangen in it Trophiln, erzahlt den Naiionen: 

Audi oh lie Diadem faiid Ilendel liier sein Gliick 
Und raubte deni Cofhurn gar inaiich Achtgroachensttlck* 
Glanzt. deine Urn dereinst. in nnijesUlts'chen Pompe, 

Dann wcint der Patriot an deincm Katav.ov\be. 

Doch leb I dein Torus sey von edlev Brut ein Nest, 

Steh’ hoch wie der Ohjmp, wie der Parnassus feat 1 
Kein Phalanx Griochenland mit rornisolien Ballisten 
Verinog Germanien und Hendel zu verwilsten. 

Dein Wold is unser Siolz, dein Leiden miser Schnerz, 

Und Hendeks Tempel ist der Musensdhnc HerzP ^ 

^The luimoiu’ of the above consists, not in the thoughts, but in 
the particular words employed. These have no remarkable effect 
in English, as to us the words of Latin origin are often as familiar 
as those which have U'eu tonic roots ; and these form the chief 
peculiarity of the style. We have tlierefore given tlio poem in the 
original language, with the peculiar words (as indicated by Goetlio) 
in italics, and subjoined a literal translation. It will be observed 
that we have said that the peculiarity consists chiefly, not solely, 
iu the use of the foreign words ; for there are two or three in- 
stances of luiQuestiouably German words, wliicli are italicised 
on account of their high-.sonnding pomp. 

“ 0 Hendel, whose fame extends from south to north, hear the 
ptean which ascends to thine ears 1 Thou bakest that whicli Gauls 
and Britons industriously seek, (thou bakest) with creative genius 
original cake.s. The ocean of coffee which pours itself out before 
thee is sweeter than the juice which Hows from IBjmetius. Thy 
house, a monument, how we reward the arts, hung round with 
trophies, tells the nations: ‘Even without- a diadem, Hendel 
formed his fortune here, and robbed the Cot/inr^iu.'i of many an 
eight-groscheu-xjieco.’ When thy urn shines hereafter in majestic 


others which disegiired the walls ot that rooni, without 
being noticed ; and we, who had sufficiently ainused 
ourselves with it, forgot it altogether amongst other 
things. A long time afterward, Clodius came out 
witht" his ‘‘ Medon/' whose wisdom, magnanimity, and 
virtue we found infinitely ridiculous, miicli as the first 
representation of the piece was applauded. That even- 
ing, when we met together in the wine-house, I made 
a prologue in doggerel verse, in which Harlequin steps 
out with two great sacks, places them on each side of 
the p?'osceniumj and, after various preliininaiy jokes, 
tells tlie spectators in confidence, that in the two sacks 
moral jesthetio dust is to be found, wliich the actors 
will very frequently throw into their eyes. One, to 
wit, was filled with good deeds, that cost nothing; 
and the other with siilendidly expressed opinions, that 
had no meaning behind them. He reluctantly with- 
drew, and sometimes came back, earnestly exhorted 
the spectators to attend to his warning and shut their 
eyes, reminded them that he had always been tlieir 
friend, and meant well with them, with many more 
things of the kind. Tliis prologue was acted in the 
room, on the spot, by friend Horn : but the jest re- 
mained quite among ourselves, not even a copy had 
been taken ; and tlie paper was soon lost. However, 
Horn, who had performed the Harlequin very prettily, 
took it into his head to enlarge my poem to Hen del 
by several verses, and then to make it refer to 
'' Medon.” He read it to us : but we could not take 
any pleasure in it, for we did not find the additions 
even ingenious : while the first poem, being written for 

pomp^ then will the patriot weep at tliy catacomb, Unt live 1 lot 
thy bed (tents) be the nest of auoble brood, stand high ns Olym- 
pus, and firm as Parnassus. May no phalanx of Greece witli 
Komau ballistoe be able to destroy Germania and ITgikIgI. Thy 
weal is our pride, thy luoe our pain, and UeudePs temple is the 
heart of the sons of the Muses,''' — TatANs. 
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friend, displeased with our iudiFfereuco, or rathov (‘lei- 
sure, may have shown it to others, who found it iu*.w 
and amusing. Copies were now luaclo of it, to wluc.li 
the reputation of Clodius’s ^^Modoii’* gavo at inn\o a 
rapid publicity. Universal disax^proval was tho coiisc^- 
quence, and the originators (it was soon found out that 
the poem had proceeded from our clique) Ht!V(H‘(ily 
censured; for nothing of the sort had been scon .siiuu^ 
Cronegk’s and Eost's attacks upon Gottschod. Wc\ lui<l 
besides already secluded ourselves, and now found our- 
selves quite in the case of tlie owl witli Kispcic-t to tlm 
other birds. In Dresden, too, tliey did not like. the. 
affair; and it had for us serious, if not uiiplouHaat, (con- 
sequences, For some time, already, Count IdiidiUULU 
had not been quite satisfied with his won's tutor. h'<M' 
although tlie young man was by no means ]K3gl(!('.Uul, 
and Behrisch kept himself oitlior in tlie (jhandair of 
the young count, or at least clown to it, wl\i‘.u (be, 
instructors gave their daily h^ssons, rogularly \\v.- 
:jiiented the lectures with him, novor wont out in th(^ 
laytime without him, and accompankul him in all hiw 
walks, yet the rest of us were always to Ik*, found in 
A-pel's house, and joined tlieia whenuvor tlm}*’ wojit 
m a pleasure ramble: this already excited sou\i3 altou- 
,ion. Behrisch, too, accustomed himself to our woebity, 
ind at last, toward nine o’clock in tlie ovemingH, go.ncr- 
illy transferred his pupil into the Ivauds of the mfrl 
ie chavibre, and went in quest of us to the win( 3 dioiiH(^, 
whither, however, lie never used to come l)ut in Hho(^s 
md stockings, with his sword by his side, uiul c.oin- 
nonly his hat under his arm. Tho jokes and f(Mdor- 
es, which he generally started, wont on ad injin’! I avi. 
[Ihus, for instance, one of our friemds had a hal)it of 
[Ding away precisely at ten, because lie liad a conmu^ 
ion with a pretty girl, witli whom lie could <*.onv<n'so 
nly at that hour. We did not like to los(\ him ; and 


Belirisch secretly determined that ho would not lot 
him off' tills time. At the stroke of ten, the other 
arose and took leave. Behrisch called after him, and 
begged him to wait a moment, as he was just going 
with him. He now began, in the most amusing iiian- 
ner, first to look after his sword, which stood just 
before his eyes, and in buckling it on behaved awlc-* 
wardly, so that he conlcl never accomjilish it. He did 
this, too, so naturally, that no one took offence at it. 
But when, to vary the theme, he at last went farther, 
so that the sword came now on the riglit side, now 
between his legs, an universal laughter arose, in whi(di 
tlie man in a hurry, who was likewise a merry fellow, 
chimed in, and let Behrisch have his own way till the 
happy hour was past, when, for the first time, tlioro 
followed general pleasure and agreeable couversatiou 
till deep into the night. 

Unfortunately Behrisch, and we through liim, had a 
certain other propensity for some girls who were bettor 
than their reputation, — by which our own reputation 
could not he improved. We had often been seen in 
their garden ; and we directed our wallcs thither, cvuii 
wheu the young count was with us. All this may 
have been treasured up, and at last communicated to 
his father : enough, he sought, in a gentlemanly man- 
ner, to get rid of the tutor, to whom the event proved 
fortunate. His good exterior, his knowledge and tal- 
ents, his integrity, which no one could call in question, 
had won him the affection and esteem of disthaguished 
persons, on whose recommendation he was appointed 
tutor to the hereditary Prince of Dessau, and at tlie 
court of a prince, excellent in every respect, found a 
solid happiness. 

The loss of a friend like Behrisch was of the greatest 
consequence to me. He had spoiled wlnle he cultivated 
me; and his presence was necessary, if the pains he 



liui thougnu gocKL 10 ^poiut upouiiu*. \vm\ lu any (U^grc(\ 
L) bring fortli fruiC Tor society. Ho kiu‘.\v how Lo (Uigfigo 
10 in all kinds oL' proLty and agroouWo things, .in wlniU 
vor was just appropriate, ami to bring o\it niy soitial 
dents. JUitas i luid gained no stilf-diipemhnuu.'. in suoli 
aiiigs, so when 1 was a.lono again I inuiudiatoly vo- 
ipscd into luy (iuurnsed and taabbiHl disposition, wl)i(‘.h 
Iways increastul, the inort\ disc.outentetl i was \v.i.<.h 
loso about mu, Hijujci I l'au(U(‘.d that tla^y wisn^ not con-* 
mtod witli mo. Witli tho most arl)itriU’y (^aprioo, f 
>ok o( fence at wliat 1 migiit have lamsidorcul an ad- 
[intago ; tlmsaliomitod many with wliom I had hitliovto 
jon on a tohu’uhh^ footing; and (ni ur.c.oniit of'> tlu‘. 
tally disag romible (am sot] nomads wlric.h I hat I drawn on 
lysulC and otluirs, wlietlntr hy doing or leaving umlomt, 
Y doing too nnic.li or too liLLltt, was oldgtMl to li(*ar tint 
muirk from my wttll-wislna's, Unit I hndod oxp(a’i(Mm(\ 
lie sanui thing was Udtl mtt hy e.vtay ptM'stm of sound 
luso who saw my prodmdlons, ('.specially whtm th(\s(^ 
ifoiTod to thooxUinial world. 1 ohsm-viid this ns well 
t I could, but found in it little that was otlifying, and 
as still forced to add enough of mj^ own to make it 
dy tolerable. 1 liad often jiressed .my friend lloliriHeli, 
o, that lie would make plain to mo wliat was meant 
r (.txpcrieue.e ? Hut, ho.e,a.use lut was full of nonstmsc, 
j put me oir witli fair words from one day to anotlier, 
ul at last, after groat jiro.jiara lions, disc.losiul to ni(\ 
at true expiavimic.e was )>roperly whe.u one. t^xpe-iimioos 
»w an oxpormneod man must expe-riouei' in expiuionc.- 
g luM oxpcrioinxi. Now, when we .scoldiid liim onL- 
gcously, a.ml called him toue-count for this, ho nssurtd 
1 tliat a groat mystery lay hidden liehiud tliest^ words, 
liieh wo e-ould not e.ompreliniid until wo liad exporb 
iced . . . anti so on without end, — -for it cost him 
itliing to talk on in that way hy the ijuarter of an 
Hir, — since tho (^vpo.rimie.i! would always hccenio 
ore ox])oriiim'.(^d and at last (toiiu^ lo tnio (ixpc.rinnem 


protested that he had learned this way of making liini- 
self intelligible and impressive from the latest and 
greatest authors, who had made us observe how one 
can rest a restfol rest, and how silence, in being silent, 
can constantly become more silent. 

By chance an officer, who came among us on fur- 
lough, was praised in good company as a remarkable, 
sound-minded, and experienced man, who had fought 
through the Seven Years' War, and had gained uni- 
versal confidence. It was not difficult for me to ap- 
proach him, and we often went walldng with each 
other. The idea of experience had almost become fixed 
in my brain, and the craving to make it clear to me 
passionate. Being of a frank disposition, I disclosed 
to him the uneasiness in which I found myself. ITe 
smiled, and was kind enough to tell me, as an answer 
to my question, something of his own life, and gener- 
ally of the world immediately about us ; from which, 
indeed, little better was to be gathered than that ex- 
perience convinces us that our best thoughts, wishes, 
and designs are unattainable, and that he who fosters 
such vagaries, and advances them with eagerness, is 
especially held to be an experienced man. 

Yet, as he was a gallant, good fellow, he assured mo 
that he had himself not quite given up these vagaries, 
and felt himself tolerably well off with the little faith, 
love, and hope which remained. He then felt obliged 
to tell me a great deal about war, about the sort of life 
in the field, about skirmishes and battles, especially so 
far as he had taken part in them ; when these vast 
events, by being considered in relation to a single indi- 
vidual, gained a very marvellous aspect. I then led 
him on to an open narration of the late situation of 
the court, which seemed to me quite lilce a tale. I 
heard of the bodily strength of Augustus the Second, 
of his many children and his vast expenses, then of liis 



Oount Briihl ami lus luanulluss lovi^ ol’ 
which in (h'XaU uiiptMinul tilinosl; ahHUvtl, cl’ liia cunicr- 
f)us l)am|U(5is and imnLS(un<‘.iiLs, wliic-h w(n’(‘. all 

zxxt oil* by Fmlmbik'H invasion of Saxony. TlH^ royal 
sastluH !H»w lay in ruins, ni’ilhVs sphuuluur.s wcu’c. auni- 
hilaLod, and, of tlio wliolo, a i^dorious land, iimcli in jurcal, 
ilono vunuuiuul 

Wluui ho aaw nio aHLoiiisUod at UiaL mud (‘.uj<^yuu‘.ut> 
:)f forUuie, and llion grhmiul by tlui (‘-idanul.y that fob 
iowod, and iidonmul nn^ llnvt oiu^ nx]HU‘,Ls from an 
ixpcviotuxul man oxmddy lids, Ihul lu^ shall ho aslou- 
ielied al ui‘ilh(u‘ LIkj oiio nur Llio ollior, nor tako Loo 
lively an inlorosl in Llnun, I fo.ll a gmvl dusirn sLill io 
L’cnuiiu awhilo in lln^ Hamo. innxporuaics^ an hilluu'Lo; in 
wITkiIi (h^sin^ In^ .MLriMi‘dbmii‘d mo,, and vruy ur^ninLly 
3utrcal(Ml im^ bn* Lho. ]n*osonL al loasL, always lt> o-lin^ 
A) a[^r(‘nald(^ cxporioiioi'n, and Lo Lry Lo avoid Ihost^ Lluil 
W(n’() diHii^a’cuuiblo a.s nim^li aw ])o.w.siblo, if Liny wlionld 
intrude llunnwtdvow uiJon mo. Ilul onoo., when lho diw- 
niHHion was iiKain alnniL ('.xiiorio.mM^ in ^(moral. ami f 
[•olatod lo him tliowo Indio.rouM jdirawiiw of my triond 
l>ohvis(il\, lu\ wluuik hiw head, Mnlilin^^^ and said, '• 'Phoro, 
:)no H(3(\w liow it iw witli wordw wldo.li un^ only (mo.(i 
iillorud 1 Tlii'.wo won ml ho (wminnil, nay, ho willy, llnil iL 
would Room alnujHl impossihh'. lo ]ml a ral-ioiml mmin- 
!n^ into Lbi^m ; and y(i, iK^rliapH, Lho iiLlt'mpL inij^liL b (3 
inadi',/' 

And, wlum T proHHod him, Im ro])lio.d in hiw inLo,lli|,^(‘nL, 
dio(‘.i’ful man 11(31', “ If yon will allow mo, wliilo- com- 
ino.nLin^ on and oomph‘Lin^» yoiir frii'.nd a ob.wm'vaLionw, 
jO f^aKHv afL(3r Iuh hiHhiou, 1 Lhiuk Iu3 nu’.tniL Lo any, LhaL 
.•.xi)o.ri(im3(} i.s nolbiiiK (‘‘Iwis Lliaii IbuL one. iixiHn*i(3in'.(3w 
whaL one dooH noL wiwh Lo (‘.xpi'-rit^mu' ; whioh iw winil 
it amuuutH to fur Lho mowl ]iai’L, at loasL in Lhiw world/' 


EIGHTH BOOK. 

Anothek naan, altliough infinitely different from 
Beliriscli in every respect, might yet be compared with 
him in a certain, sense : I mean Oeser, who was also 
one of those men who dream away their lives in a 
comfortable state of being busy. His friends them- 
selves secretly acknowledged, that, with very fine 
natural powers, he had not spent his younger years 
in sufficient activity; for which reason he never went 
so far as to practise his art with perfect teclinicality. 
Yet a certain diligence appeared to he reserved for liis 
old age; and, during tlie many years which I know 
him, he never lacked invention or laboriousness. .From 
the very first moment he had attracted me very much : 
even his residence, strange and portentous, was highly 
charming to me. In the old castle Pleissonburg, at the 
riglit-hand corner, one ascended a repaired, cheerful, 
winding staircase. The saloons of the Academy of 
Design, of wliich he was director, were found to the 
left, and were hght and roomy ; hut he himself could 
only be reached through a narrow, dark passage, at 
the end of which one first sought the entrance into 
his apartments, having just passed between the whole 
suite of them and an extensive granary. 'I'lie first 
apartment was adorned with pictures from the later 
Italian school, by masters whose grace he used highly 
to commend. As I, with some noblemen, had taken 
private lessons of him, we were permitted to draw 
here ; and we often penetrated into his adjoining private 
cabinet, which contained at the same time his few 
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ook.s, (Jolliu’.lionH dI' art uiul imlural curiosilios, and 
dinlnvor nLsii laiva juo.sl/ iiilomsted hiiii, Evcuy- 

liiiig was urran^aMl wiLli LuhUi, simply, and in aucdi a 
[laimor LliuL Lli(» liLllo spacer ludd a groaL deal. Tlie 
urniLur<i, pr<!s.M('s, and purLf<df<)s wciin clegaid, wiCliouC 
inuitaliiin nr HUiutrlliiily. Tims also Llie (iivst thing 
diieli li(^ r(‘.<ujmmeiid(wl U) uh, mid to wliich ho always 
i»‘.iu'n‘d, was aimpUttity in uvoryChiug Unit art and 
luimud lahour iiiiito.d aro oiillod upon to produce, 
itiiiig a sworn iho to tho sc-roU-and-slicll stylo, and of 
lus whole tasto lor ipiaintm'ss, ho, sliowtul ns in cop- 
lorplatos iiml drawings old liaLUirns ot tlio sort, con- 
nisLo.d with. iu^tUu’ doo.orutious and simpler forms oC 
nruitnn', us well us with othor ai^jmvLouamics ot a 
oom; and, ho.ouiiso ovorylhing ahoub him coiTospondod 
vitli tho.sii nuiximn, his words and iustriuitions made 
, g(M)d and lasting impn^ssioii on us. iU'.suhis this, ho 
lail an opporttmity to lo.t us son his opinions in prao- 
ioo; sinco lu^ sUuhI in good (‘.onsldoraLion, both with 
irivuLo a, ml with olltoial lansous, mid was asluul for 
•dvicu wliou thoru wmn now hiiildiugs and altorations. 
lo H(‘immd in gonoral to ho more fond o! preparing 
liings on occasion, for a curtain oud and uh(^, tluiu of 
Lialortaking and completing suc-h as exist for thoin- 
idvi^s and nMjuivo a greater porfoetion; ho was thoro- 
ore always nnuly aiul at liaiul wluui tho puhlishors 
un‘(hul htrgo.r and sinallm* c.op]ier])laLe.H for auyAVork; 
has lla^ vigueLles to Winckednuiiurs first writings wore 
tolled by lum. Ihit he. oftc.n imido only very skotchy 
Intwings, to which (ieyser km^w very woll how to 
.dapt hiniHih; llis ligiiros Imd tlirougliout sonuitlung 
[(‘iicral, not to say ideal. HLs women wen^ pleasing 
.nd agrccahlc, his children v/aivv,- (mougli ; only lie could 
lot Hiicceod witl) tho men. wlio, in Ins spirited Imt 
dways clondcil, and. at tlic sana^ time rortislmi’teiiing, 
naiiiKir, had for tlie nuist part the look of Lux/nroni. 
hnce h(^ tlc.aigned his (w an position less with regard to 
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effect was good ; as indeed all that he did and produced 
was attended by a peculiar grace. As he at the same 
time neither could nor would control a deep-rooted 
propensity to the significant and the allegorical — to 
that which excites a secondary thought, so his works 
always furnished something to reflect upon, and were 
complete through a conception, even where they could 
not be so from art and execution. This bias, which is 
always dangerous, frequently led him to the very 
bounds of good taste, if not beyond them. He often 
sought to attain his views by the oddest notions and 
by whimsical jests ; nay, his best works always have a 
touch of humour. If the pubhc were not always satis- 
fied with such things, he revenged liimself by a new 
and even stranger drollery. Thus he afterward exhib- 
ited, in the anteroom of the great concert-hall, an ideal 
female figure, in his own style, who was raising a pair 
of snuffers to a taper; and he was extraordinarily 
delighted when he was able to cause a dispute on the 
question, whether this singular muse meant to snuff 
the hght or to extinguish it ? when he roguishly allowed 
all sorts of bantering by-th oughts to peep forth. 

But the building of the new theatre, in my time, 
made the gi'eatest noise ; in which his curtain, when it 
was still quite new, had certainly an uncommonly 
charming effect. Oeser had taken the Muses out of 
the clouds, upon which they usually hover on such 
occasions, and set them upon the earth. The statues 
of Sophocles and Aristophanes, around whom all the 
modern dramatic writers were assembled, adorned a 
vestibule to the Temple of Fame. Here, too, the god- 
desses of the arts were likewise present ; and all was 
dignified and beautiful. But now comes the oddity 1 
Through the open centre was seen the portal of the 
distant temple : and a man in a light jerkin was pass- 
ing between the two above-mentioned groups, and. 


Adthout troubling himself about them^ directly rip to 
he temple; he was seen from behind, and was not 
larticularly distinguished. Now, this man was to 
•epresent Shakespeare, who without predecessors or fol- 
owers, without concerning himself about models, went 
0 meet immortality in his own way. This work was 
jxecuted on the great floor over the new theatre. We 
)ften assembled around him there, and in that place I 
ead aloud to him the proof-sheets of Miisarion.’' 

As to myself, I by no means advanced in the prac- 
ice of the art. His instructions worked upon our 
nind and our taste; but his own drawing was too 
indefined to guide me, who had only glimmered along 
)y the objects of art and of nature, to a severe and 
lecided practice. Of the faces and bodies he gave 
IS rather the as^^ect than the foims, rather the postures 
ban the proportions. He gave us the conceptions of 
he figures, and desired that we should impress them 
avidly upon our minds. That might liave been beau- 
ifully and properly done, if he had not liad mere 
)egiuners before him. If, on this account, a preemi- 
lent talent for instruction may be well denied him, it 
mist, on the other hand, be acknowledged that he was 
rery discreet and politic, and that a happy adroitness of 
nind qualified him very peculiarly for a teacher in a 
ligher sense. The deficiencies under which each one 
aboured he clearly saw; but he disdained to reprove 
hem directly, and rather liinted his praise and censure 
ndirectly and very laconically. One was now com- 
pelled to think over the matter, and soon came to a 
ar deeper insight. Thus, for instn.nce, I had very care- 
ully executed, after a pattern, a nosegay on blue paper, 
A^itli white and black crayon, and partly with the 
jtump, partly by hatching it up, Imd tried to give efCect 
JO tliG little picture. After I had been long labouring 
n this way, he once came behind me, and said, More 
paper P' upon which he immediately withdrew. My 


neighbour and I puzzled our heads as to what this 
could mean ; for my bouquet, on a large half-sheet, had 
plenty of space around it. After we had reflected a 
long while, we thought, at last, that we had liit his 
meaning, when we remarked, that, by working together 
the black and the white, I had quite covered up the blue 
gi’ound, had destroyed the middle tint, and, in fact, with 
great industry, had produced a disagi’eeable drawing. 
As to the rest, he did not fail to instruct us in per- 
spective, and in light and shade, sufficiently indeed, 
but always so that we had to exert and torment our- 
selves to find the application of the principles commu- 
nicated. Probably his view with regard to us who did 
not intend to become artists, was only to form the 
judgment and taste, and to malce us acquainted with 
the requisites of a work of art, without precisely 
requhing that we should produce one. Since, more- 
over, patient industry was not my talent, for nothing 
gave me pleasure except what came to me at once, so 
by degrees I became discouraged, if not lazy ; and, as 
knowledge is more comfortable than doing, I was quite 
content to follow wherever he chose, after his own 
fashion, to lead us. 

At this time the Lives of the Painters,” by D' Argen- 
ville, was translated into German : I obtained it quite 
fresh, and studied it assiduously enough. This seemed 
to please Oeser; and he procured us an opportunity 
of seeing many a portfolio out of the great Leipzig 
collections, and thus introduced us to the history of 
the art. But even these exercises produced in me an 
effect different from that which he probably had in 
mind. The manifold subjects which I saw treated 
by artists awakened the poetic talent in me : and, as 
one easily makes an engraving for a poem ; so did I now 
make poems to the engravings and drawings, by contriv- 
ing to present to myself the personages introduced in 
them in this their previous and subsequent condition, and 



oniotiiinca to coiiiposo a litolo soiijj; whicli might; have 
iiitod them; and tlui.s miciustoiiuul inyHolf lo coiiHular 
lie arhs in (tounociliou wiUi aacli olluu'. ICv(ui Llio niis- 
akoH wliiith I iiuid(^, ho that my poiun.s \vm) oILmi 
[oH(iriptivo, uhoI'uI lo mo in llic H0(pud, when I 

laino lo more t'olltM'lion, l)y making mo ull(mlivo lo 
lui (linbriuuu^M l>o,lw(‘ou iho arlH. ()i‘ muili. lilllo lliiiigH 
naiiy wore in llu', i‘.()lh',(iinn which .HchriHch had ar- 
angc.d, bill llion^ is nolliing lol’l of lliom now. 

The almonpheve of avl and Umle in winch Oesci* 
ivod, and into wliich. one wan drawn, provided one 
dailed him fmpKMilly, waa llu^ more and more woiihy 
iiid deliglil[ii 1 , bin!aiiMo ho was hmd of rmiKOuho.ring 
li'.paiiiul or ah.s(ml iuo’hoiih, wilh wliom lu‘, Iiad lioim, 
a* slill c.onlinuiul Ij> on good lortriH; for, if lie. lind 
imui giv(oi any mu^ Ids ('HUumi, lie rmuaimul nnallc.raldo 
u Ills eondnol Inward him, and always slinwc.d Iiimsih’ 
‘([iially frionilly. 

Allor wo had heard (hylus )in‘eminc.nlly oxljdh’d 
Linong llio Ih’oneh, ho made us also aeiiuainlcil willi 
dormauH of ac.livily in this de|nirlmonl. 'rims wo 
iutrne.il llial IVofe.ssor Olirisl, as an amaliuir, a c.ollc.elor, 
t eennuissc.uv, a follow lahourev, had done good sorvice 
hr arl, and laid ai»i)li(!d his learning lo ils Iriio ini- 
a'ovemeul. Ileincc.ke.n, on llin c.orilrary, (tould not he 
lonourahly monlioiiod, ])mily hiu'iuiso liti dovole.il Idm- 
lelf loo assidnoiisly lo Iho ove.r-ohiltlish hegiimings of 
de.nnan arl, whieli Ooser lillle. valued, jiarlly luu’aii.se 
10 had onoo Iroaled Wiiiekidmann shahliily, wliieh 
'.ould ne.vor lio forgiven Idm, Our alUuilioM, liuwe.ve.r, 
was slrongly drawn lo Iho labours of Id|ipoii, siiieo oiir 
laslrue.lor know how Lo set forlh his nie.riLs sii Mieienlly, 
* Kor,‘* ho said, “allliough singlo slulues jtnd larger 
groups of seuli)lure. remain Iho foundation and the 
^unnnil of all kiiowleilgi* of arl, yet, eilhm' as origimils 
)r as c.iistH, they arc. scldmn to he, st*cn ; on the. contrary, 
hy LipiJorl, a lillle woj'ld of gems is made, known, in 


which the more comprehensible merit of the ancients, 
their happy invention, judicious composition, tasteful 
treatment, are made more atrildng and intelligible, 
while, from the great number of them, comparison is 
much more possible/’ Wliile now we were busying 
ourselves with these as much as was allowed, Winckel- 
niani/s lofty life of art in Italy was pointed out, and 
we took liis first writings in hand with devotion ; for 
Oescr had a passionate reverence for him which he was 
able easQy to instil into us. The problematical part 
of those little treatises, which are, besides, confused 
even from their irony, and from their referring to 
opinions and events altogether peculiar, we were, in- 
deed, unable to decipher; but as Oeser had gi’eat in- 
fluence over us, and incessantly gave them out to us 
as the gospel of the beautiful, and still naore of the 
tasteful and the pleasing, we found out the general 
sense, and fancied, that, with such interpretations, we 
should go on the more securely, as we regarded it no 
small happiness to draw from the same fountain from 
which Winckelmann had allayed his earliest thirst. 

No greater good fortune can befall a city, than when 
several educated men, hke-niinded in what is good and 
right, hve together in it. Leipzig had this advantage, 
and ejijoyed it the more peacefully, as so many differ- 
ences of judgment had not yet manifested themselves, 
Huber, a print collector and well-experienced connois- 
seur, had furthermore the gratefully acknowledged 
merit of having determined to make the work of Ger- 
man hterature known to the Trench; Kreuchauf, an 
amateur with a practised eye, who, as the friend of 
the whole society of art, might regard all collections 
as his own; Winkler, who much loved to share with 
others the intelligent delight he cherished for his treas- 
ures; many more who were added to the list, — all 
lived and laboured with one feeling; and, often as T 
was permitted to be present when they examined works 



, T uo noli vcnuuubo.v Lluil a uiKyaila (wcr aroHO. 
ohool from whicli Uio aiiisL had protu'.tuliul, tlu! 
ill which lio lived, (,lie piituiliar tahaiL which 
1 luid liestowed on him, and tlu^ dcKi’ce of excel- 
Lo wliic^h ho had hvoiighl it in his })oi‘to rmanc.es, 
ilways hdrly cousidenul. Tlu‘i‘t‘. was no ijcedilec- 
or spiritual or temiJora.l subjiu’.ts, for landsc.apo 

city views, for animate or inauimate: the (pies- 
'■as always about u,(i(M)rda.inu‘, with a.ii. 

V, although from Uuuv sitmiliou, moth\ of thought, 
.^s, and opportunities, tliese amatiairs and <’ol- 
i inc.liued mon^ to the .Dutch seliool, yet, wliile 
was practised on tlie mulless nus'its of tlio 
V(‘st(irn artist, a look of rc-viinuitial lon^j^in^^ was 
s tunie.d toward the s(uitb(‘ast. 

I HO tim nnivm’sity, wluu’c, I lu'ple.c.bjd tlui e.nds 
rh my family and myself, was to grouiul un\ in 

II which I afterward found tln^ fj[nMit(*st satisfa.c.- 
[ my life: the impression of those. lot^alitii*s, loo, 
ic.h I v(*c.ei\u*.d suc.h important incite meuls, has 
s rtmiaiueil to me most diMir and pre.ciou.s. 'V\n^ 
deisMmdjur>4‘ ; tlui rooms of tlii^ Acudmuy ; but, 

all, the abodt‘. of Oi^sur ; and no liiss the eollee.- 
)f Winklm* and Uiehte.r, — I havt^ always viviilly 
it before nui, 

/ a younj4 man, wlio, wliile oldi*.r iiersons are 
rsin^f with iMu.ih other on snhje.ets alriMidy familiar 
mi, is instrne.Uul tinly ineiilentally, and for whom 

ost dillie.ult jiart of tlu\ busiue.ss-- that of ri}j;htly 

pn^^ all — ye.t remains, must lind himsi'lf in a 
lainfnl situation. I tlna'(‘fore, as \V(‘ll n,s others, 
1 about with lon* 4 in |4 bn* some ne-w liplit, which 
ndeed to c.onii^ to ns from a man to whom we 
so mindi alvc.ady. 

I mind (’an he hij^lily deli^rliteil in two ways, 
'(‘epi.ion and coiicepl.ioii. liU(. the former dmiiaiids 
thy ohjert, which is not always at band, and a 


proportionate culture, which one does not immediately 
attain. Conception, on the other hand, requires only 
susceptibility: it brings its subject-matter with it, and 
is itself the instrument of culture. Hence that beam 
of light was most welcome to us which that most 
excellent thinker brought down to us through dark 
clouds. One must be a young man to render present 
to one’s self the effect ivhich Lessing’s Laocodn ” pro- 
duced upon US, by transporting us out of the region of 
scanty perceptions into the open fields of thought. 
The %d 'pictuTd 'poesisy so long niisunderstood, was at 
once laid aside: tlie difference between plastic and 
speaking art^ was made clear; the summits of the two 
now appeared sundered, however near their bases might 
border on each other. The plastic artist was to keep 
himself witliin the bounds of the beautiful, if the artist 
of language, who cannot dispense with the significant 
in any kind, is permitted to ramble abroad beyond 
them. The former labours for the outer sense, which 
is satisfied only by the beautiful; the latter for the 
imagination, which may even reconcile itself to the 
ugly. All the consequences of this splendid thought 
were illumined to us as by a lightning-flash : all the 
criticism which had liitherto guided and judged was 
thrown away like a worn-out coat. Wo considered 
ourselves freed fi’om all evil, and fancied wo might 
venture to look down with some compassion upon the 
otherwise so splendid sixteenth century, when, in Ger- 
man sculptures and poems, they knew how to represent 
life only under the form of a fool hung with hells, 
death under the misformed shape of a rattling slccletori, 
and the necessary and accidental evils of the world 
under the image of the caricatured Devil. 

What enchanted us most was the beauty of that 

1 “ Bildende nnd Ttendende Kunsi.'^' The expression ‘ ‘ speaking 
art ’’ is used to produce a corresponding antithesis, though “ belter- 
lettres ” would be the ordinary rendering. — Thanh. 



uim aiiuALULun iiitvi i v>» » v.u \ 

ii(3v ot .sl(U‘.p, and luul r(‘])vas(MiUHl lluMu similar, 
to (MUifusion, UH iKic.oiiu's iMciia'oluuL Iliac, wo 
:l liral do lii^'h honour to Iho trium'jdi ol’ Uh\ In'.an- 
, and luuiish. tlu‘. ugly of oviay kind into tin', low 
VO oi; iho ridiimlouH 'willun llu'. voalin ol* art, sini'u 
iild iu)L 1)0 nttorly drivou out of tlio. world, 
lio splondo\ir of smdi loading’ and I’uudamoulal o.on- 
ions appoars only to tlui mind u])ou whioh thoy 

oiso Uioir inlhiiUi ao.livity, ayi^u'uvM only to tho 

in wluoli, iiftor hoin^ lon/^c.d for, tlioy o.omo fortli at 
light nuvuuuit. Thou do tlmao at whoso, disposal 
, nourishmont is plao.od Fondly o(U'.ui)y whole, jcriods 
:ieir lives with it, and rejoiiu'. in a superahundant 
Th ; while mini are not wanting, nuMiii while, who 
t smth an elle.e.t on tl\e Hp(»t, nor others who after- 
I haggle and cavil at its liigh meaning, 
ut, as ('.onc.eption and perception nnitnally rc.ipiin^ 
other, I could not long work np these tiew 
gilts without an inlinite dl^sire a-rising witliin me 
le imjiortant works of art, once, and away, in grisil 
her. 1 therefore dete.rmim'd to visit Dresden wide 
delay. I was not in want of tin* nece.ssary cash : 
there were otlier diHleultit^H to overcome, which 
K'dlessly inc.re.aHc-d still further, through my whim- 
. disposition ; for I ke]>t my purpose a se.eret from 
y one, hee.anse I wishi'd to eonUmiplale the treas- 
of art there ([uite after my own way, and, as 
longlit, to allow no ono to ])erplex mt\ neside:= 
HO sinpde a mattia* heeame more eom|»lieated hy 
anotlier (*(a*entrieity. 

A*, have wmid^ne.Mse.s, l)oth hy hirth and hy ednca 
; and it ma.y he (pK'stioned whicli of tlie two give.‘i 
le most troid)le. Willingly as I made mysi'lf familial' 
1 all sorts of eondilioiiH, and many as hatl been my 
le.imumts to do so, an exccssivi^ aversion from all 
i liad neve.rtlieless hrmi instilled into me. hy my 


his travels through Italy, France, and Germany. Al- 
though he seldom spoke in images, and only called 
them to his aid when he was very cheerful, yet he 
used often to repeat that he always fancied he saw 
a great cobweb spun across the gate of an inn, so 
ingeniously that the insects could indeed fly in, but 
that even the privileged wasps could not fly out again 
unplucked. It seemed to him something horrible that 
one should be obhged to pay immoderately for renounc- 
ing one^s habits and all that was dear to one in hfe, 
and living after the manner of publicans and waiters. 
He praised the hospitality of the olden time; and, 
reluctantly as he otherwise endured even anything 
unusual in the house, he yet practised hospitality, espe- 
cially toward artists and virtuosi. Thus gossip Seekatz 
always had his quarters with us ; and Abel, the last 
musician who handled the viol cli gamha with success 
and applause, was well received and entertained. With 
such youthful impressions, which nothing had as yet 
rubbed off, how could I have resolved to set foot in an 
inn in a strange city ? Nothing would have been 
easier than to find quarters mth good friends. Hofrath 
Krebel, Assessor Hermann, and others, had often 
spoken to me about it already ; but even to these my 
trip was to remain a secret, and I hit upon a most 
singular notion. My next-room neighbour, the indus- 
trious tlieologian, whose eyes unfortunately constantly 
grew weaker and weaker, had a relation in Dresden, 
a shoemaker, with whom from time to time he cor- 
responded. For a long while aheady this man had 
been higlily remarkable to me on account of his ex- 
pressions, and the arrival of one of his letters was 
always celebrated by us as a holiday. The mode in 
wluch he replied to the complaints of his cousin, wlio 
feared blindness, was quite peculiar: for he did not 
trouble himself about grounds of consolation, which are 


looked upon his own narrow, poor, toilsome life, the 
merriment which he drew, even from evils and incon- 
veniences, the indestructible conviction that life is in 
itself and on its own account a blessing, communicated 
itself to him who read the letter, and, for the moment 
at least, transposed him into a like mood. Enthu- 
siastic as I was, I had often sent my compliments to 
this man, extolled his happy natural gift, and expressed 
tlie wish to become acquainted with him. All this 
being premised, nothing seemed to me more natural 
than to seek him out, to converse with him, — nay, to 
lodge with him, and to learn to loiow him intimately. 
My good candidate, after some opposition, gave me 
a letter, written with difficulty, to carry with me ; and, 
Ml of longing, I went to Dresden in the yellow coach, 
with my matriculation in my pocket. 

I went in search of my shoemaker, and soon found 
him in the suburb QVorsiacU'), He received me in 
a friendly manner, sitting upon his stool, and said, 
s milin g, after he had read the letter, " I see from 
this, young sir, that you are a whimsical Christian.” 
“ How so, master ? ” I replied. Ho offence meant by 
< whimsical ” he continued : one calls every one so 
who is not consistent with himself; and I call you 
a whimsical Christian because you acknowledge your- 
self a follower of our Lord in one thing, hut not 
in another.” On my requesting him to enhghten me, 
he said further, It seems that your view is, to 
announce glad tidings to the poor and lowly ; that 
is good, and this imitation of the Lord is praiseworthy : 
but you should reflect, besides, that he rather sat down 
to table with prosperous rich foUvS, where there was 
good fare, and that he himself did not despise the 
sweet scent of the ointment, of which you will And 
the opposite in my house.” 

This pleasant beginning put me at once in good 


wife stood doubting how she should board and lodge 
such a guest. On this point, too, he had notions which 
referred, not only to the Bible, but also to '' Gottfried’s 
Chronicle;” and when we were agreed that I was 
to stay, I gave my purse, such as it was, into the 
charge of my hostess, and requested her to furnish 
herself from it, if anything should be necessary. When 
he would have declined it, and somewhat waggishly 
gave me to understand that he was not so burned out 
as he might appear, I disarmed him by saying, '' Even 
if it were only to change water into wine, such a well- 
tried domestic resource would not be out of place, since 
there are no more miracles nowadays.” The hostess 
seemed to find my conduct less and less strange : we had 
soon accommodated ourselves to each other, and spent a 
very merry evening. He remained always the same, 
because all flowed from one source. His peculiarity 
was an apt common sense, which rested upon a cheer- 
ful disposition, and took delight in uniform babitnal 
activity. That he should labour incessantly was his 
first and most necessary care ; that he regarded every- 
thing else as secondary, — this kept up his comfortable 
state of mind ; and I must reckon him before many 
others in the class of those who are called practical 
unconscious pliiiosophers.^ 

The hour when the gallery was to be opened 
appeared, after having been expected with impatience. 
I entered into this sanctuary, and my astonishment 
surpassed every conception wliich I had formed. This 
room, returning into itself, in which splendour and 
neatness reigned together with the deepest stillness; 
the dazzling frames, all nearer to the time in which 

Praii^dhe Thilosoplien^ hewusstlose Weltweiseny It is im- 
possible to give two substantives, as in the original, since this is 
effected by using first the word of Greek, then the word of German 
origin, whereas we have but one. — Tjians. 



tney naa Deen guded; the hoor polished with bees- 
wax ; the spaces more trodden by spectators than used 
by copyists, — imparted a feeling of solemnity, unique 
of its land, which so much the more resembled the sen- 
sation with which one treads a church, as the adorn- 
ments of so many a temple, the objects of so much 
adoration, seemed here again set up only for the sacred 
purposes of art. I readily put up with the cursory 
description of my guide, only I requested that I might 
be allowed to remain in the outer gallery. Here, to 
my comfort, I felt really at home. I had already seen 
tlie works of several artists, others I knew from engrav- 
ings, others by name. I did not conceal this, and 
I thus inspired my conductor with some confidence : 
nay, the rapture which I expressed at pieces where the 
pencil had gained the victory over nature delighted 
him ; for such were the things which principally 
attracted me, where the comparison with Imown nature 
must necessarily enhance the value of art. 

When I again entered my shoemaker’s house for 
dinner, I scarcely believed my eyes; for I fancied I 
saw before me a picture by Ostade, so perfect that all 
it needed was to be hung up in the gallery. The posi- 
tion of tlie objects, the light, the shadow, the brownish 
tint of the whole, the magical harmony, — everything 
that one admires in those pictures, I here saw in reality. 
It was the first time that I perceived, in so high a 
degree, the faculty which I afterward exercised with 
more consciousness ; namely, that of seeing nature with 
the eyes of this or that artist, to whose works I had 
devoted a particular attention. Tliis faculty has afforded 
me much enjoyment, hut has also increased the desire 
zealously to abandon myself, from time to time, to the 
exercise of a talent which nature seemed to have 
denied me. 

I visited the gallery at all permitted hours, and con- 
tinued to express too loudly the ecstasy with which I 
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laudable purpose of remaining unknown and un- 
noticed; and whereas only one of the underkeepers 
had hitherto liad intercourse mth me, the gallery- 
inspector, Counsellor Eiedel, now also took notice of 
me, and called my attention to many things which 
seemed chiefly to lie within my sphere. I found this 
excellent man just as active and obliging then, as 
when I afterward saw him during many years, and as 
he shows himself to this day. His image has, for me, 
interwoven itself so closely with those treasures of art, 
that I can never regard the two apart: the remem- 
brance of him has even accompanied me to Italy, 
where, in many large and rich collections, his presence 
would have been very desirable. 

Since, even with strangers and unknown persons, 
one cannot gaze on such works silently and without 
mutual sympathy, — nay, since the first sight of them 
is rather adaxDted, in the highest degree, to open hearts 
toward each other, I there got into conversation with 
a young man who seemed to be residmg at Dresden, 
and to belong to some embassy. He invited me to 
come in the evening to an inn where a lively company 
met, and where, by each one’s paying a moderate 
reckoning, one could pass some very pleasant hours. 

I repaired thither, but did not find the company; 
and the waiter somewhat surprised me wlicn he de- 
hvered the compliments of the gentleman who made 
the appointment with me, by which the latter sent an 
excuse for coming somewhat later, with the addition 
that I must not take offence at anything that might 
occur ; also, that I should have nothing to pay beyond 
my own score. I knew not what to malce of Lliese 
words : my father’s cobwebs came into my head, and I 
composed myself to await whatever might befall. The 
company assembled ; my acquaintance introduced me ; 
and I could not be attentive long, without discovering 



that they were aiming at the mystification of a young 
man, who showed himself a novice by an obstreperous, 
assuming deportment : I therefore kept very much on 
my ^lard, so that they might not find delight in 
selecting me as his fellow. At table this intention 
became more apparent to everybody, except to him- 
self. They drank more and more deeply : and, when 
a vivat in honour of sweethearts was started every one 
solemnly swore that there should never be another out 
of those glasses; they flung them behind them, and 
this was the signal for far greater folhes. At last I 
withdrew very quietly ; and the waiter, while demand- 
ing quite a moderate amount, requested me to come 
again, as they did not go on so wildly every evening. 
I was far from my lodgings, and it was near midnight 
when I reached them. 1 found the doors unlocked; 
everybody was in bed ; and one lamp illuminated the 
narrow domestic household, where my eye, more and 
more practised, immediately perceived the finest pic- 
ture by Schallcen, from which I could not tear myself 
away, so that it banished from me all sleep. 

The few days of my residence in Dresden were 
solely devoted to the picture-gallery. The antiquities 
still stood in the pa^^ion of the great garden; but 
I declined seeing them, as well as all the other pre- 
cious things which Dresden contained, being but too 
full of the conviction, that, even in and about the col- 
lection of paintings, much must yet remain hidden 
from me. Thus I took the excellence of the Italian 
masters more on trust and in faith, than by pretending 
to any insight into them. What I could not look 
upon as nature, put in the place of nature, and com- 
pare with a known object, was without eflect upon 
me. It is the material impression which makes the 
beginning even to every more elevated taste. 

With my shoemaker I lived on very good terms. 
He was witty and varied enough, and we often outvied 


eacn otlier m merry conceits : nevertneless, a man who 
thinks liimself happy, and desires others to do the 
same, makes us duscontented ; indeed, the repetition ot 
such sentiments produces weariness. I found myself 
well occupied, entertained, excited, but by no means 
happy; and the shoes from his last would not fit me. 
We parted, however, as the best fiiends ; and even my 
hostess, on my departure, was not dissatisfied with me. 

Shortly before my departure, something else very 
pleasant was to liappen. By the mediation of that 
young man, who wished to somewhat regain his credit 
witli me, I was introduced to the Director von Hage- 
dorn, who, with great Idndnoss, showed me his collec- 
tion, and was highly delighted with the enthusiasm 
of the young lover of art. He himself, as becomes 
a connoisseur, was quite peculiarly in love with the 
pictures wliicli he possessed, and therefore seldom 
found in others an interest such as he wished. It 
gave him particular satisfaction that I was so exces- 
sively pleased with a picture by Schwanefeld, and that 
I was not tired of praising and extolling it in every 
single part ; for landscapes, which again reminded me 
of the beautiful clear sky under which I had grown 
up, of the vegetable luxuriance of those spots, and of 
whatever other favours a warmer climate offers to man, 
were just the things that most affected me in the 
imitation, while they awakened in me a longing 
remembrance. 

These delightful experiences, prex^aiing both mind 
and .sense for true art, were nevertheless interrupted 
and damped by one of the most melancholy sights, 
— by the destroyed and desolate condition of so many 
of the streets of Dresden through which I took my 
way. The Mohrenstrasse in ruins, and the Church 
(KreuzJcirche) of the Cross, with its shattered tower, 
impressed themselves deeply upon me, and still stand 
like a gloomy spot in my imagination. Drom the 



tif t-lu'. laLily Cluirch {Fnviu'nkirt.he) I wuw Ihi^so 
ruins sruUrnul uluiiiL amid Llu‘ ordi'.r 

t)t Urn cily. lltTi'. tlm rhu'lc lunuuuuuhMl U> nu^ tlui art 
(if tlm. ai-fhiliH*!,, wlm Imd ahvady liLlrtl u|) (jlmrcli ii.nd 
cinitila I’ur sti mult’siralili'. an (‘VtaiL, and had hiiilL tlmiu 
hmnl>*iir<>ni'. Tlu* •j[u(ul sarrislaii Uum ])oinUul oiil Lo 
m»^ tha iMiins uu all sidas, and said dnuhirully and 
lanaufully, 'Phn anrniy Imlh doiu‘. bins!'* 

At luMb, lh(ai;4h vary l(»alli, I n ‘I urn ad bn 
and haind iny IViiaidM, wlm wtao iml uscul bn such 
dij^nH'ssitms in nm, in ^(raab asbunislmumb, husiad with 
all surl.H ttl atnijaaburas as bn whub ini{L!;lib hn blm impnrb 
(»r my inystarinns jniirnay, Wlam, upon bids, I bnld 
blu*ui my stnrv ijuila. in nrdar, bhay da.a.larail ib was nnly 
a nutda u|) (ala, and sa«.;aainnsly brhul bn p[t»b ab blu\ hnb- 
bean nb tlm riddla whirli 1 Inul liaan wi);^f/^ds]i aiiniigji In 
annaaul iindnr my slinnmakni' Iml^inns. 

lUit, ftiuhl llit*y have Innkad into my ha.urb, bha.y 
w'nnld liavn disi’nvt'nsl im wu},(|.^»‘i'y blnai^; I’nr blm. brnl.li 
(»r that nid janvarh, ** ll(^ bliab iiian'asabli kiinwla.d^a 
inmMi.wabh sninav," Inul sirnak nm wibh all ibs I'nra-a; 
anil llm nmra I slrnp^j^dad tn nrran^a. and apjirniiriala. bn 
niysidi* whub 1 had saaii, bha. lass I snaaaadaik I had. 
ab lust In rttnbiMib mysi’ir with a nilnnb ariiMMUU'.rabinm 
Ordinary lil’r rarrind nm away a^.niin ; and I ab last Mb 
mysidf i|ni(n rniiirnrlahlt' wlmn a IVinndly iubenumrsn, 
imprnvnmmib in hraimlms iif knnvvh’i4m whii‘h warn 
Miiibalili^ fnr nm, ami a mrliiin pi'anbir.u nf blu^ hand, 
impij-p’d mn in a inanimr less im]H)rLanb, hub nmvu in 
ariMii'dnniM' wilh my Mln*nf.^;l.h. 
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whn had mini* bn i,nip/.i^'as a pnnr jnnrimyinan prinbn.r, 
was ynl^ livin'^, ami n*miipind blm. (inldim Ilnar. u rn.- 
HpiM'lahh' Imn.'m in llm. Mt‘W Na wniarkt'.b, wibli ( Inl.lsrlusl 
as nil inmali*. d‘lm. son, .Inhaiiu (Inbblnlt linmuium.l* 



had already been long married, and was the father of 
many children. They thought they could not spend a 
part of their considerable wealth better than in putting 
opposite the first house, a large new one, the Silver 
Bear, which they built higher and more extensive than 
the original house itself. Just at the time of the 
building I became acquainted with the family. The 
eldest son, who might have been some years older 
than I, was a well-formed young man, devoted to 
music, and practised to play skilfully on both the 
piano and the violin. The second, a true, good soul, 
lilcewise musical, enlivened the concerts which were 
often got up, no less than his elder brother. They 
were both Idndly disposed toward me, as well as their 
parents and sisters. I lent them a helping hand dur- 
ing the building up and the finishing, the furnishing 
and the moving in, and thus formed a conception of 
much that belongs to such an affair; I also had an 
opportunity of seeing Oeser's instructions put in prac- 
tice. In the new house, which I had thus seen erected, 
I was often a visitor. We had many pursuits in 
common; and the eldest son set some of my songs to 
music, which, when printed, bore his name, but not 
mine, and have been little Icnowu. I have selected 
the best, and inserted them among my other little 
poems. The father had invented or perfected musical 
type. Ho granted me the use of a fine library, which 
related principally to the origin and progress of print- 
ing ; and thus I gained some knowledge in that depart- 
ment. I found there, moreover, good copi^er-plates, 
which exhibited antiquity, and advanced on this side 
also my studies, which were still further promoted by 
the cii’cumstance that a considerable collection of casts 
had fallen into disorder in moving. I set them right 
again as well as I could, and in doing so was com- 
pelled to search Lippert and other authorities. A 
physician, Doctor Eeichel, likewise an inmate of the 



House, i consulted iroin time to time when I leit, ir 
not sick, yet unwell; and thus we led together a quiet, 
pleasant life. 

I was now to enter into another sort of connection 
in this house ; for the copper-plate engraver, Stock, had 
moved into the attic. He was a native of Nuremberg, 
a very industrious man, and, in his labours, precise 
and methodical. He also, like Geyser, engraved, after 
Oeser's designs, larger and smaller plates, which came 
more and more into vogue for novels and poems. He 
etched very neatly, so that his work came out of the 
aquafortis almost finished; and but little toucbing-up 
remained to be done with the graver, which be handled 
very well. He made an exact calculation how long a 
plate would occupy him, and nothing could call him 
off from his work if he had not completed the daily 
task he had set himself. Thus he sat working by a 
broad table, by the great gable-window, in a very neat 
and orderly cliamber, where his wife and two daughters 
afforded him a domestic society. Of these last, one is 
happily married, and the other is an excellent artist: 
they have continued my friends all my life long. I 
now divided my time between the upper and lower 
stories, and attached myself much to tlie man, who, 
together with liis persevering industry, possessed an. 
excellent humour, and was good nature itself. 

The technical neatness of this branch of art charmed 
me, and I associated myself with him to execute some- 
thing of the kind. My predilection was again directed 
toward landscape, wliich, while it amused me in my 
solitary walks, seemed in itself more attainable and 
more comprehensible for works of art than the human 
figure, which discouraged me. Under his directions, 
therefore, I etched, after Thiele and others, various 
landscapes, wliich, although executed by an unpractised 
hand, produced some effect, and were well received. 
The grounding (varnishing) of the plates, the putting 


ill the high lights, the etcliing, and at last the biting 
with aquafortis, gave me variety of occupation ; and I 
soon got so far that I could assist my master in many 
things. I did not lack the attention necessary for the 
biting, and I seldom failed iti anything ; but I bad not 
care enough in guarding against the deleterious vapours 
wliich are generated on such occasions, and these may 
have contributed to the maladies which afterward 
troubled me for a long time. Amidst such labours, 
lest anything should be left untried, I often made 
woodcuts also. I prepared various little printing- 
blocks after French patterns, and many of them were 
found lit for use. 

Let me here make mention of some otlier men who 
resided in Lei^izig, or tarried there for a short time. 
Weisse, the custom-house collector of the district, in 
his best years, cheerful, friendly, and obliging, was 
loved and esteemed by us. We would not, indeed, 
allow his theatrical pieces to be models throughout, 
but we suffered ourselves to be carried away by them ; 
and his operas, set to music by Hiller in an easy style, 
gave us much pleasure. Schicbler, of Hamburg, pur- 
sued the same trade ; and his “ Lisuard and Dariolette ** 
was lileewise favoured by us. Eschenburg, a handsome 
young man, but little older than we were, distinguished 
himself advantageously among the students. Zacharia 
was pleased to spend some weeks with ixs, and, being 
introduced by his brother, dined every day with us at 
the same table. We rightly deemed it an honour 
to gratify our guest in return, by a few extra dishes, 
a richer dessert, and choicer wine; for, as a tall, well- 
formed, comfortable man, he did not conceal his love 
of good eating. Lessing came at a time when we had 
I know not what in our heads : it was our good pleas- 
ure to go nowhere on his account, — nay, even to 
avoid the places to which he came, probably because 
we thought ourselves too good to stand at a distance, 



and could make no pretension to obtain a closer inti- 
macy with him. This momentary absurdity, which, 
however, is nothing rare in presuming and freakish 
youth, proved, indeed, its own punishment in the 
sequel ; for I have never set eyes on that eminent 
man, who was most highly esteemed by me. 

Notwithstanding all our efforts relative to art and 
antiquity, we each of us always had Wincl^clmann 
before our eyes, whose ability was acknowledged in 
his country with enthusiasm. We read his writings 
diligently, and tried to malce ourselves acquainted 
with the circumstances luider which he had written 
the first of them. We found in them many views 
which seemed to have originated with Oescr, even 
jests and whims after his fashion : and we did not rest 
until we had formed some general conception of the 
occasion on which these remarkable and sometimes so 
enigmatical wiitmgs had arisen, though we were not 
very accurate: for youth likes better to be excited 
than instructed, and it was not the last time that I 
was to be indebted to Sibylhne leaves for an import- 
ant step in cultivation. 

It was then a fine period in literature, when eminent 
men were yet treated with respect ; although the dis- 
putes of Klotz and Lessing's controversies already 
indicated that this epoch would soon close. Winckel- 
mann enjoyed an universal, unassailed reverence ; and 
it is known how sensitive he was with regard to any- 
thing public which did not seem commensurate with 
his deeply felt dignity. All the periodical publications 
joined in bis praise, the better class of tourists came 
back from him instructed and enraptured, and the new 
views which he gave extended themselves over science 
and hfe. The Prince of Dessau had raised liimself up 
to a similar degree of respect. Young, well and nobly 
minded, be had on his travels and at other times 
shown himself truly desirable. Wiuckelmaun was in 


the highest degree delighted with him, and, whenever 
he mentioned him, loaded him with the handsomest 
epithets. The laying out of a park, then unique, the 
taste for architecture, which Von Erdmannsdorf sup- 
ported by his activity, everything spoke in favour of a 
prince, who, while he was a shining example for the 
rest, gave promise of a golden age for his servants and 
subjects. We young people now learned with rejoic- 
ings that Winckelmann would return back from Italy, 
visit his princely friend, call on Oeser by the way, and 
so come within our sphere of vision. We made no 
pretensions to spealdng with him, but we hoped to see 
him ; and, as at that time of life one willingly changes 
every occasion into a party of pleasure, we had already 
agreed upon a journey to Dessau, where in a beautiful 
spot, made glorious by art, in a land well governed and 
at the same time externally adorned, we thought to lie 
in wait, now here, now there, in order to see with our 
own eyes these men so highly exalted above us walk- 
ing about. Oeser himself was quite elated if he only 
thought of it, and the news of Winckelmann’s death 
fell down into the midst of us like a thunderbolt from 
a clear sky. I still remember tlie place where I first 
heard it ; it was in the court of the Pleissenburg, not 
far from the httle gate through which one used to go 
up to Oeser’s residence. One of my fellow pupds met 
me, and told me that Oeser was not to be seen, with 
the reason why. This monstrous event ^ produced a 
monstrous effect : there was an universal mourning 
and lamentation, and Winckelmaun’s untimely death 
sharpened the attention paid to the value of his life. 
Perhaps, indeed, the effect of liis activity, if he had 
continued it to a more advanced age, would probably 
not have been so great as it now necessarily became, 
when, like many other extraordinary men, he was dis- 
tinguished by fate through a strange and calamitous end. 

1 Winckelmaun was assassinated. — Trans. 



Now, while I was infinitely lamenting the death of 
Winckelmann, I did not think that I should soon find 
myself in the case of being apprehensive about my 
own life; since, during all these events, my bodily 
condition had not taken the most favourable turn. 
I had already brought with me from home a certain 
touch of hypochondria, which, in this new sedentary 
and lounging life, was rather increased than dimin- 
ished. The pain in my chest, which I had felt from 
time to time ever since the accident at Auer st Lid b, and 
which after a fall from horseback had perceptibly' in- 
creased, made me dejected. By an unfortunate diet 
I destroyed my powers of digestion ; the heavy Merse- 
burg beer clouded iny brain ; coffee, which gave me 
a peculiarly melancholy tone, especially when taken 
with milk after dinner, paralysed my bowels, and 
seemed completely to suspend their functions, so that 
I experienced great uneasiness on this account, yet 
without being able to embrace a resolution fo]* a more 
rational mode of hfe. My natural disposition, sup- 
ported by tlie sufficient strength of youth, fluctuated 
between the extremes of unrestrained gaiety and mel- 
ancholy discomfort Moreover, the epocli of cold-water 
bathing, which was unconditionally recommended, had 
then begun. One was to sleep on a hard bed, only 
shghtly covered, by which all the usual perspiration 
was suppressed. These aud other folhes, in conse- 
quence of some misunderstood suggestions of Rous- 
seau, would, it was promised, bring us nearer to nature, 
and dehver us from the corruption of morals. Now, 
all the above, without discrimination, applied with 
injudicious alternation, were felt by many most injuri- 
ously ; and I irritated my happy organisation to such 
a degree, that the particular systems contained within 
it necessarily broke out at last into a conspkacy and 
revolution, in order to save the whole. 

One night I awoke with a violent hemorrhage, and 
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waken my next-room neighbour. Doctor Eeichel was 
called in, who assisted me in the most friendly manner ; 
and thus for many days I wavered betwixt life and 
death : and even the joy of a subsequent improvement 
was embittered by the circumstance that, during that 
eruption, a tumour had formed on the left side of the 
neck, which, after the danger was past, they now first 
found time to notice. Recovery is, however, always 
pleasing and delightful, even though it takes place 
slowly and paiufuUy : and, since nature had helj^ed 
herself with me, I appeared now to liave become an- 
other man ; for I had gained a greater cheerfulness of 
mind than I had known for a long time, and I was 
rejoiced to feel my inner self at liberty, although 
externally a wearisome affiiction threatened me. 

But what particularly set me up at this time was, 
to see how many eminent men had, undeservedly, 
given me their affection. Undeservedly, T say; for 
there was not one among them to whom I had not 
been troublesome through contradictory Ini incurs, not 
one whom I had not more than once wounded by mor- 
bid absurdity, — nay, whom I liad not stubbornly 
avoided for a long time, from a feeling of luy own 
injustice. All this was forgotten : they treated me 
in the most affectionate manner, and sought, partly 
in my cliamber, partly as soon as I could leave it, to 
amuse and divert me. They drove out with me, enter- 
tained me at their country houses, and I seemed soon 
to recover. 

Among these Mends I name first of all Doctor Her- 
mann, then senator, afterward burgomaster at Leipiiig. 
He was among those boarders with whom I had 
become acquainted through Schlosser, the one with 
whom an always equable and enduring connection was 
mahitained. One might well reckon him the most 
industrious of his academical fellow citizens. He at- 



Denaea ins lectures with the greatest regularity, ana 
his private industry remained always the same. Step 
by step, without the slightest deviation, I saw him 
attain his doctor's degree, and then raise himself to 
the assessorship, 'svithout anything of all this appear- 
ing arduous to him, or his having in the least hurried 
or been too late with anything. The gentleness of his 
character attracted me, his instructive conversation 
held me fast; indeed, I really believe that I took 
delight in his methodical industry especially for this 
reason, because I thought, by aclcnowleclgments and 
high esteem, to appropriate to myself at least a part of 
a merit of which I could by no irieans boast. 

He was just as regular in the exercise of bis talents 
and the enjoyment of his pleasures as in his business. 
He played the harpsichord with great sldll, drew from 
nature witli feeling, and stimulated me to do the 
same; when, in his manner, on gray i-uiper and with 
black and white challc, I used to copy many a willow- 
plot on the Pleisse, and many a lovely nook ol those 
still waters, and at the same time longingly to indulge 
in my fancies. He knew how to meet my sometimes 
comical disposition with merry jests; and I remember 
many pleasant hours which we spent together when 
he invited me, with mock solemnity, to a tSte-d-tSte 
supper, where with some dignity, by the light of 
waxen candles, we ate what tliey call a council-hare, 
which had run into his kitchen as a perquisite of his 
place, and, with many jokes in the manner of Behrisch, 
were pleased to season the meat and heighten tlie 
spirit of the wine. Tliat this excellent man, who is 
still constantly labouring in his respectable office, 
rendered me the most faithful assistance during a 
disease, of which there was indeed a foroljoding, but 
winch had not been foreseen in its full extent ; that 
he bestowed every leisure hour upon me, and, by 
remembrances of former happy times, contrived to 


with the sincerest thauks, aud rejoice that after so 
long a time I can give them publicly. 

Besides tlus worthy friend, Groening of Bremen 
particularly interested Irimself in me. I had made 
his acquaintance only a short time before, and first 
discovered his good feeling toward me during my mis- 
fortune: I felt the value of this favour the more 
warmly, as no one is apt to seek a closer connection 
with invahds. He spared nothing to give me pleasure, 
to draw me away from musing on my situation, to 
hold up to my view and promise me recovery and 
a wholesome activity in the nearest future. How often 
have I been dehghtcd, in the progi'ess of life, to hear 
how this excellent man has in the weightiest affahs 
shown liimself useful, and indeed a blessing to his 
native city. 

Here, too, it was that friend Horn uninterruptedly 
brought into action his love and attention. Tlie whole 
Breitkopf household, the Stock family, aud many 
others, treated me like a near relative; and thus, 
through the good will of so many friendly persons, the 
feeling of my situation was soothed in the tenderest 
manner. 

I must here, therefore, make particular mention of 
a man with whom I first became acquainted at this 
time, and whose instructive conversation so far blinded 
me to the miserable state in which I was, that I actu- 
ally forgot it. This was Langer, afterward librarian 
at Wolfenbuttel. Eminently learned and instructed, 
he was delighted at my voracious hunger after knowl- 
edge, which, with the irritability of sickness, now 
broke out into a perfect fever. He tried to calm me 
by perspicuous summaries ; and I have been very much 
indebted to his acquaintance, short as it was, since he 
understood how to guide me in various ways, and made 
me attentive whither I had to direct myself at the 


present moment i lext aii tne more oongeu tu tms 
important man, as luy intercourse exposed him to 
some danger; for when, after Behrisch, he got the 
situation of tutor to the young Count Lindenau, the 
father made it an exi^ress condition with the new 
Mentor that he should have no intercourse with me. 
Curious to become acquainted with such a dangerous 
subject, he frequently found means of meeting me 
indirectly. I soon gained his affection ; and he, more 
prudent than Behrisch, called for me by night: wo 
went waheing together, conversed on interesting tilings, 
and at last I accompanied him to the very door of 
his mistress; for even this externally severe, earnest, 
scientific man had not kept free from the toils of 
a very ainiable lady. 

German literature, and with it my own poetical un- 
dertakings, had already for some time become strange 
to me ; and, as is usually the result in such an auto- 
didactic chcular course, I turned back toward the 
beloved ancients who still constantly, hke distant blue 
mountains, distinct in their outlines and masses, but 
indiscernible in their parts and internal relations, 
boimded the horizon oE my intellectual wishes. I 
made an exchange with Langer, in which I at last 
played the part of Glaucus and Diomedes : I gave up 
to him whole baskets of German poets and critics, and 
received in return a number of Greek authors, the 
reading of whom was to give me recreation, even 
during the most tedious convalescence. 

The confidence which new friends repose in each 
other usually develops itself by degrees. Common 
occupation and tastes are the first things in which 
a mutual harmony shows itself; then the mutual 
communication generally extends over past and pres- 
ent passions, especially over love-affairs : but it is a 
lower depth which opens itself, if the connection is to 
bo perfected ; the religious vsentiiaents, the affairs of the 



Jioart wJuch relate to the iinpcnsliable, are the things 
which both eetabliah tlie foundation and adorn the 
summit of a friendship. 

The Christian religion was Ihictnating between its 
own historieally positive base and a pure deism, which, 
grounded on morality, was in its turn to lay the foun- 
dation of ethics. The diversity of characters and modes 
of thought here showed itself in infinite gradations, 
enpiicially when a leading difference was brought into 
play by the question arising as to how great a share 
ixMiHuu, and lunv gi’Cat a share the feelings, could and 
should have in such convictions. The most lively 
and higeuious men showed themselves, in this instance, 
lllcti butterflies, wlio, quite regardless of their caterpillar 
state, tlirow away the chrysalis veil in which they 
have grown up to their organic perfection. Others, 
more Ivoiiestly and modestly minded, might he com- 
pared to the {lowers, which, although they untold 
thomsolves to the most beautiful bloom, yet do not 
tear themselves from the root, from the mother stalk, 
ntiy, — ratlier through this family comicctioii first bring 
the dosirud fruit to maturity. Of this latter class was 
Lfingcir; [or albliough a learned man, and eminently 
v(uvsetl in books, he would yet give the Bible a peculiar 
pn'.buuuuucc over the other writings which have conic 
down to us, and regard it as a document from which 
al( )uo wc (iould prove our moral and spiritual pedigree. 
He belonged to tliosu who cannot conceive an immedi- 
ate (iouncctiou with the great God of the universe : a 
mcdiiition, therolore, was necessary for him, an analogy 
to whi(di he tliougUt he could find evorywhero in 
earthly and heavenly things. His discourse, which 
was pleasing find consistent, easily [ound a hearing 
with a young man, who, sey)arated from worldly things 
by an annoying illness, found it highly desirable to 
turn the activity of his mind toward tlie heavenly. 
(Ti’ounded as I was in the Bible, all that was wanted 
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discontented academical citizens. It was now said 
that respectable persons had commended and rewarded 
the conquerors for their valiant resistance ; and, by 
this, the youthful feeling of honour and revenge was 
mightily excited. It was publicly said, that, on the 
next evening, windows would be broken in : and some 
friends who brought me word that this was actually 
taking place, were obUged to carry me there; for 
youth and the multitude are always attracted by 
clanger and tumult. There really began a strange 
spectacle. The otherwise open street was lined on 
one side with men who, quite quiet, without noise 
or movement, were waiting to see what would happen. 
About a dozen young fellows were walldng singly up 
and down the empty sidewalk, with the greatest appar- 
ent composure ; but, as soon as they came opposite the 
marked house, they threw stones at the windows as 
they passed by, and this repeatedly as they returned 
backward and forward, as long as the panes would 
rattle. Just as quietly as tliis was done, all at last 
dispersed ; and the affair had no further consequences. 

With such a viuging echo of university exploits, I 
left Leipzig in the September of 1768, in a comfort- 
able hired coach, and in the company of some respect- 
able persons of my acquaintance. In the neighbourhood 
of Auorstadt I thouglit of that previous accident ; but 
I could not forebode tliat which many years afterward 
would threaten me from thence with stiff greater dan- 
ger, just as little as in Gotha, where we had the castle 
shown to us, I could think in the great hall adorned 
with stucco figures, that so much favour and affection 
would befall me on that very spot. 

The nearer I approached my native city, the more 
I recalled to myself doubtingly the cmcumstances, 
prospects, and hopes with which I had left home ; and 
it was with a very disheartening feeling that I now 
returned, as it were, like one shipwrecked. Yet, since 



1; vGiy mncii wiin wmcn to reproaca inyseii, 
id to compose myself tolerably well : however, 
3 me was not without emotion. The great 
of my nature, excited and heightened by 
caused an impassioned scene. I might have 
^orse than I myself knew, since for a long 
Lad not consulted a looking-glass; and who 
become used to himself? Suffice it to say, 
ntly resolved to communicate many things 
[y by degrees, and before all things to let me 
e repose, both bodily and mental, 
to immediately associated herself with me, 
reviously, from her letters, so I could now 
detail and accurately understand the circum- 
nd situation of the family. My father had, 
departure, applied all his didactic taste to my 
id in a house completely shut up, rendered 
r peace, and even cleared of lodgers, he had 
ora her almost every means of looking about 
ig some recreation abroad. She had by turns 
i and work at Trench, Italian, and English ; 
vhich he compelled her to practise a great 
he day on the harpsichord. Nov was her 
0 be neglected ; and I had already remarked 
ad directed her correspondence with me, and 
LS doctrines come to me through her pen. My 
s and still continued to be an undefinable 
e most singular mixture of strength and 
, of stubbornness and pliability, wliich qual- 
•ated now united, now isolated by will and 
Q. Thus she had, in a manner which seemed 
arful, turned the hardness of her character 
ir father, whom she did not forgive for hav- 
lese three years, hindered, or embittered to 
my innocent joys ; and of his good and excel- 
ities she would not acknowledge even one. 
ill he commanded and arranged, but in the 
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the established routine, but nothing more and nothing 
less. Not from love or a desire to please did she 
accommodate herself to anything, so that this was one 
of the first things about which iny mother complained 
to me in private. But, since love was as essential to 
my sister as to any human being, she turned her 
affection wholly on me. Her care in nursing and 
entertaining mo absorbed all her time : her female 
companions, who were swayed by her without her 
intending it, had likewise to contrive all sorts of things 
to be pleasing and consolatory to me. She was invent- 
ive in cheering me up, and even developed some germs 
of comical humour which I had never known in her, 
and which became her very well. There soon arose 
between us a coterie-language, by which we could con- 
verse before all people without their understanding us ; 
and she often used this gibberish with great pertness 
in the presence of our parents. 

My father was personally tolerably comfortable. He 
was in good health, spent a gi'eat part of the day in 
the instruction of my sister, went on with the descrip- 
tion of his travels, and was longer in tuning his lute 
than in playing on it. He concealed at the same 
time, as well as he could, his vexation at finding, 
instead of a vigorous, active son, who ought now to 
take his degree and run through the prescribed 
course of life, an invalid who seemed to suffer still 
more in soul than in body. He did not conceal his 
wish that they would he expeditious with my cure; 
but one was forced to he specially on one’s guard iu 
his presence against hypochondriacal expressions, be- 
cause he could then become passionate and bitter. 

My mother, by nature very lively and cheerful, 
spent under these circumstances very tedious days. 
Her little housekeeping was soon provided for. The 
good woman’s mind, inwardly never unoccupied, wished 



CO nncl an mterest in something ; and that whicii was 
nearest at hand was religion, which she embraced the 
more fondly as her most eminent female friends were 
cultivated and liearty worshippers of God. At tlie 
head of these stood Fraulein von Klettenberg. She is 
the same person from whose conversations and letters 
arose the ‘‘ Confessions of a Beautiful Soul,” which are 
found inserted in Wilhelm Meister.” She was slen- 
derly formed, of the middle size: a hearty natural 
demeanour had been made still more pleasing hy the 
manners of the world and the court. Her very neat 
attire reminded of the dress of the Herrnhut women. 
Her serenity and peace of mind never left her ; she 
loolced upon her siclcness as a necessary element of her 
transient earthly existence ; she suffered with the 
greatest patience, and, in painless intervals, was lively 
and talkative. Her favourite, nay, indeed, perhaps her 
only, conversation, was on the moral experiences wliich 
a man who observes himself can form in liimself ; to 
which was added the religious views which, in a very 
graceful manner, nay, with genius, came under her 
consideration as natural and supernatural. It scarcely 
needs more to recall hack to the Mends of such repre- 
sentations, that complete delineation composed from 
the very depths of her soul. Owing to the very pecul- 
iar course she had taken from her youth upwards, the 
distinguished rank in wliich she had been horn and 
educated, and the liveliness and originality of her mind, 
she did not agree very well with the oUier ladies who 
had set out on the same road to salvation. Frau 
Griesbach, the chief of them, seemed too severe, too 
dry, too learned: she Iciiew, thought, comprehended, 
more than the others, who contented themselves with 
the development of theh feelings ; and she was there- 
fore burdensome to them, because every one neither 
could nor would carry with her so great an apparatus 
on the road to bliss. But for tliis reason most of 
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confined themselves to a certain tenninology which 
might well have been compared to that of the later 
sentimentalists. Fraulein von Klettenberg giiided her 
way between both extremes, and seemed, with some 
self-complacency, to see her own reflections in the 
image of Count Zinzendorf, whose opimons and actions 
bore witness to a liigher birth and more distinguished 
rank. Now she found in me what she needed, a lively 
young creature, striving after an unknown hapiuness, 
who, although he could not think himself an extraor- 
dinary sinner, yet found himself in no comfortable 
condition, and was perfectly healthy neither in body 
nor soul. She was delighted with what nature had 
given me, as well as with much which I had gained 
for myself. And, if she conceded to me many advan- 
tages, this was by no means humiliating to her ; for, in 
the first place, she never thought of emulating one of 
the male sex ; and, secondly, she believed, that, in 
regard to rehgious culture, sho was very much in 
advance of me. My disquiet, my impatience, my 
striving, my seekiug, investigating, musing, and waver- 
ing, she inteiqu'eted in her own way, and did nob 
conceal from me her conviction, but assured me in 
plain terms that all tliis proceeded from my having 
no reconciled God. Now, I had believed from my 
youth upwards that I stood on very good terms with 
my God, — nay, I even fancied to myself, according to 
various experiences, that he might even be in arrears 
to me ; and I was daring enough to think that I had 
something to forgive him. This presumption was 
grounded on my infinite good will, to which, as it 
seemed to me, he should have given better assistance. 
It may be imagined how often I got into disputes on 
this subject with my friend, which, however, always 
terminated in the friendliest way, and often, like my 
conversations with the old rector, with the remark, 
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iic |>hysician wart an ino.\plirai>h^, sly-lookinf.^;, Cair- 
pnkeu, jind, iicsidcs, au ahslruso, man, who laid (piito 
riUi (he ctudhlmuH'. (d* the. pintis circlti. ihinij; a.c.tivti 
ml attentive, lu\ was c.onsolini^^ ti» tln^ sick ; hut, more 
Inin liy all (his, he t^x(,omlt‘tl his ])ractic.o hy tiu'. ^pCt 
C .showin‘'[ in llm hackj.^naind somo mysttu’ious nasli- 
in»‘s prepared hy hinaudr, of whie.li no eonlil 

l>eak, since wi(h us tho physioians w’oro strie.tly pro- 
lihited from midvin*^ up their own prescriptions. With 
(Minin powtlers, whi(ii may ]niv(( Ihsui somo kind of 
igestiva*. he was not so rt*. served, hut tlnit powerful 
ah. which ciudd only h{^ ap|ilic.d in the, |^n*(Mitc.Mt dan- 
;cr, was only immtituasl amonjLf Indie-Viu's; ulUmn^di no 
im‘ luai yet raum it or traciMl its (dlocts. dix^xcitt^ and 
trtuiji^lhcu our faith in the po.ssihility of such an 
inivtu’sid remedy, tlio ]jliyHi(tian, wluu’iwor his found 
ny suftet^ptihility, had rec.omimmde.d (^e.rLfdii clnunico- 
Johemical IhioIvh U\ his pati(m(.s, and f*ive.n them to 
indiT >tand, that, hy (jue’s own study of (.hem, one (sadil 
ndl aduin tint treasure, for taic.’s sidf, which was (ho 
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trkr*y, anti tluririniv’^ ainl ihrnU'aj . 

•liuj' mult* 111 1<* - i nn ualmt' iiml ima^;maSit>n. u»- 
i|i*av‘mi t'li lit M-i- iiihi luul Ii»11»»nv tjui. I 
III) wall llli* *' Alllr.l r.ai*U:t llulnrll/' HI 

mil ualuh*. (liMUr*;!! jH ihtj.. iu laia,iL air.il l i linai, \ ^ 
III- ••la f'l in a l"-.uil{inl <’«nul‘iiM(i*<n ; un»i lhn» •‘m*’ 
nr. i«\ itiu ' I Ina, W'* t'!u|4‘'\ t*il 

till Uun* ‘«u I h»' »r‘ .aiii^iilu a i** ». auil iIm- «'\i‘n 

;i»»l a litii)' winU-i ilmim' wlm h I wa - » mju|»11**.1 

k«'f|‘ lay i'liamltfi \riy a’^ii ^Mkly , aii' vm* ihi* *’ 

ly mit{h»T ui»-lnil»'4i wri^ 

ih t'i ii'l * ihiUi Wm fiiuM ha\i' l'»a*n at tlu u 

h'iil.it imi. 

Ill flit* iijiMnijun*. a Vfiy n’Vt'ii' fnal vv>fl* pirpai na; 

ui»* : na A ill .1 ut lit* I, (Uitl, »*ui' mittla t-vfU .ly. l»»i 
J.iiu iiminfMl .. il' iii V '^mn. t*\> it< *1 in li 

nt|«t'‘ui=. th.if, in "I'll ( uiail i( tttii, I lltMuahl I 
tiilil lit luv 111 ''’ » an>l n"it*' "I tin* itihflu « <1 

tiilil any hiiftan i in lin^ l.i i t 

' my til »1 1 «’ i:*t’tl lUttilirr tnn aiuUllt'tl fim laal-uia 
Y;»it*iun svitli tin* ^«it’alt* il vt’h»*in**U' «* Im • .am- tail 
(li In i iuuvfi>.il inr.lii'iua a laiit il. In” 

'.fi’in'tl Innin* iU I In* tlra'l nf nit'lil, uml irluiin’A with 
latit* t ■ I "f i i V tliy =aU, whicli u,nt di i 

ivf.l III ainl iwalliiut tl l>y tin* |*atn'iil It Innl 

tt*riili’tllv alii.tlnn* t.i«t*’, 'rtn* ^>.dl wirt ■>» ati »*1 v laln'ii 
III my f»itimti*tu a|tj>tMr«*tl i<*hnv**il , ami fittin fliat 
imt*ut tin* ilntiM 11 * lauk a tiiiii wlu»'li. ky »lf*ti»'t’ . l‘'»l 
my int'MVt'iy 1 m-i'ii int( nay ln*\v lam ii tlui 

m^^^thniintl ainl ln*it'li(i*in*il tair failli ui mii phy a» ian, 
il iiur imluaiv l»t .‘ham ui amh a Ima-aut* 

My frimnk whu. wiilniiif painil i ta hititlim » ami 
livntl in a Wt*ll tiluatad hmi-n. liad alnMtly 

(nm (hi’i hft'iiu (ti |iumh>n»»* Imr «*lt a latl** an im 
i'l*, ult*niltit uml i»’t»al I nf mi»it»aafn amk m 

'niilami* witli tin* hint > nl \V»*lliii", ami tin* a auh 
lit ai'*!! } it! i»ni n ian ami ina f*’i, t*p*'ial» d jam 


cipally on iron, in which the most healing powers were 
said to he concealed, if one only knew how to open it. 
And as the volatile salt which must he produced made 
a gi’cat figure in all the writings with which we were 
acquainted ; so, for these operations, alkalies also were 
required, which, while they flowed away into the air, 
were to unite with these superterrestrial things, and at 
last produce, 'per se, a mysterious and excellent neutral 
salt. 

No sooner was I in some measure restored, and, 
favoured by the change in the season, once more able 
to occupy my old gable chamber, then I also began to 
provide myself with a little apparatus. A small air- 
furnace with a sand-bath was prepared; and I very 
soon learned to change the glass alembics, with a piece 
of burning match-cord, into vessels in which the differ- 
ent mixtures were to be evaporated. Now were the 
strange ingredients of the macrocosm and microcosm 
handled in an odd, mysterious manner ; and, before all, 
I attempted to produce neutral salts in an imlicard-of 
way. But what, for a long time, kept me busy most, 
was the so-called Liquor Silicwn (flint juice), which is 
made by melting down pure quartz flint with a proper 
proportion of alkali, whence results a transparent glass, 
which melts away on exposure to the aii^ and exhibits 
a beautiful clear fluidity. Wlioever has once prepared 
this himself, and seen it with his own eyes, will not 
blame those who believe in a maiden earth, and in the 
possibihty of producing further effects upon it by means 
of it. I had become quite skilful in preparing this 
Liquor Silicmn ; the fine white flints which are found 
in the Main furnished a perfect material for it : and I 
was not wanting in the other requisites, nor in dili- 
gence. But I wearied at last, because I could not but 
remark that the flinty substance was by no means so 
closely combined with the salt as I had philosophically 
imagined, for it very easily separated itself again ; and 







most beautiful mineral fluidity, wMch, to my great- 
Lstonishment, had sometimes appeared in the form 
a animal jelly, always deposited a powder, which I 
forced to pronoimce the finest flint dust, but which 
not the least sign of anything productive in its 
re from which one could have hoped to see this 
len earth pass into the maternal state, 
grange and unconnected as these operations were, I 
learned many things from them. I paid strict 
ition to all the crystallisations that might occur, 
became acquainted with the external forms of 
y natural things : and, inasmuch as I well knew 
in modern times chemical subjects were treated 
i methodically, I wished to get a general concep- 
of them; although, as a half adept, I had very 
3 respect for the apothecaries and all those who 
ated with common fire. However, the chemical 
mpendium ” of Boerhaave attracted me powerfully, 
led me on to read several of his writings, in which 
je, moreover, my tedious iLiness had inclined me 
ird medical subjects) I found an inducement to 
y also the Aphorisms “ of this excellent man, 
ih I was glad to stamp upon my mind and in my 
lory. 

nother employment, somewhat more human, and 
ar more useful for my cultivation at the moment, 
reading through the letters wliich I had written 
e from Leipzig. Hothing reveals more with re- 
t to ourselves, than when we again see before us 
which has proceeded from us years before, so that 
5 an now consider ourselves as an object of contem- 
ion. But, of course, I was as yet too young, and the 
h which was represented by those papers was still 
aear. As in our younger years we do not in gen- 
easily cast off a certain self-complacent conceit, 
especially shows itself in despising what we have 
i but a little time before; for while, indeed, we per- 
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ulul nlli. r> »|.i nnt . la,inl lla’ii 'nHiiipl, s\r liiml. wr » an 
Imv- 1 »• si hi '. llr iMU ''Ur ‘ llutli llil. tlilruilu.' 1*V iHM t'lviSi 

ihri'W in;', nwav \slial \si* iMunul Sn it wa.J 

willi iu»‘ al.it. l’\ir a* in l.riji.i;* 1 liail ‘paitually 
IraiUftl (u iM Hull* \alut’ I'U in\ rinlih /n laiitaua, .’>o 
litiw luv iiiailrliUiMl iiiUiM* ’''fiui'il t«i iijt- hlvt'Wi'.r III' 
sumII ufi-nunt , anil 1 iliit n*il un«l'*i l.iinl, that. I'm ihi.a 
vi‘t\ r«M .itn.il niti 'l Im* of i'li-ai \alui* in nii\ a . il rlr 
valfil nn* In a hi'^hi'r t»i’ ul».rivalinn aiul in 

My I'allnT hail I’ati'ltilly mlliM i^mI anil : tn«^t‘t|irr 

lli»* Iflh’i » 1 lunl \s iilt»‘n In huu. a . urll a . ihn r In my 
;u*'(i*r; nay. In* lunl rvrii i nnnrir^j ihi'in \Mlh allnnlmn, 
ami inij'invi'il lln* ml.laln’.. Imlli m \witm'': ami in 
•'lannnar 

WItal lii .1 ’.liui Iv ma in lla- .i* hili-i . waa lhi‘ii‘ i\\- 
li'jinr: I wa*; ulin»’kril ul an rai*'li‘ ua* in 

Mn^ hauilwiiliin':. ulm'h n\(t'mlr.l i'miu n.inl.i-r, IVi’u't* 
In tln^ iniiMl*’ i*i lln* inllnwin*' Jainuuv, Ikil. m ihn 
nrnlilli* of Mai’i‘h, thi*ro apjM-aii il all at nni *^ a i[nito 
rninpn'MMMi, milorly haml. au h a > I n i‘il im nnaly in 
omplny in svnliu!': fnr a pii.**. My a .Inni 4un»*ui lo- 
nnlvi'il il irlf inln !*ialitnili* Inssaiil inmil (ifllml. who, 
us I nnw wi'll i‘*ini‘nil»''i«*tl, wlnmiwi'r wi* hamh’il \\i 
niir os lav'i (n him, iopM‘*.ontoil iti n-.. in In > hoail s imio 
of vnirt». I lull il warn nur uaoioil dnly to jiiai li- o mu* 
huml as mm'h, nay, moro, llutu nni slylo. Hr* ri'i'oali il 
t.hia m nflon aa ho oanpht :.ip,hl of any .soiawloil, oan’’ 
lorm wtiliiai;, t»n whioh nooaunn ht' ntlou .saiil that ho 
watiilrl mnoli liko in makou;^nn»l ljan»i lus [aipils lln^ 
]irinoi|tal oml in liia insliuolinu i ; Iho mnio sn a.; ho liatl 
tiflon n-nuukoil (hat a pniKl hitml loil iho way In a p,nnh 
Hlylo. 

I oouM fmihor noiioo ihal tho l''iom*li ami Hnplush 
in iny lotloia, allhonyh not livo fiinn hlnmlor.M, 
MMU’o. nt*vorlholoM?4 writimi willi faoiliiy ami iVoothim. 



I luul liktnviMo contiimcd to praclise 
(uinH‘siM>natMUM^ with (Uu)r^o Schlosser, who wa8 
[. i n‘|»(.tJ\v ; aiul I luul I'o.iuaiiied in constaut coiii- 
'ulinn willj him, hy wlnc.li I was inatriictcd in 
siM'ular all airs (lor did not always turn 

Uh him i|tnlu us lu^ laid hoped), and acquired an 
unrasiiqi; roiili(li*iu-.i\ in liiw earnest, noble way of 

wv/y . 

utluM* (‘onMiihaalion wliiidi t'ould not escape mo in 
i.vm* ilicsj* loll m s, was Unit my good father, with 
•st inliailions, had done, me u special inisdiiof, and 
•il nu^ inl.o that odd way of life into which I had 
at last. Ilo luul n^iuuileclly warned me against 
ilaying; lait Frau Holratli llohino, as long as sho 
I’tmlrivad lo juTsuado mo., after lier own fashion, 
M*larin;( lhal- my Jalho.r’n warnings were only 
U- I ho ulaiso. Now, as 1 !iko.wis(‘ saw the advan- 
of it in Norioty, I roadily .sulatiittcd to heing led 
V, I had indt'fd llio^ smiKi^ of ])lay, but not the 
of play: I loanuwl all ganu^s easily and rapidly, 
e(aild novor ktuqi tip tlu^ '|)roper attention for a 
t camming. Tlierofon*, liowevcr good a beginning 
ihl makt\ 1 iuvarinhly failed at the end, and made 
If and otiuu’s lost^ ; tliroiigli winch T wont off, 
's oni. of humour, tntlua’ to the sup])or-tal)lc or out 
i* otmipany. Sranady had Madame Holinio died, 
mta-ot»vor, hud no longer kept me in ])ractice dur- 
:*r tedious illiioMs, when my Catlior’s doctrine gained 
: I lit first heggeil Lo ho oxoiised from joining the 
:.ahlos; anti, as Uu\y now did not know what else 
with n\v, 1 lieeanu*. twim more of a harden to my” 
Imu to titlunn, ami tltsdiiied the invitations, which 
intiH' rart^, and at last ceased altogether, 
whiidi is mufh tt» ho recommended to ycaing 
(*, especially to tho.si* who incline to be praeUcal, 
kvish 1.0 look ilImiiiI. in tlu^ world for themselves, 
1 ne.ver, imlet‘d, lu'.eomt^ a ])aHsion with mo; for I 


juuvci. any iaiujjLcx, jj-u u-iubuoi. ij-uw x jJLU^ilu liavc 

been playing. Had any one given me a general view 
of the subject, and made me observe how here certain 
signs and more or less of chance form a Idjid of mate- 
rial, at which judgment and activity can exercise them- 
selves ; had any one made me see several games at once, 

— I noight sooner have become reconciled. With all 
this, at the time of which I am now speaking, I had, 
from the above considerations, come to the conviction, 
that one should not avoid social games, hut should 
rather strive after a certain skill in them. Time is 
infinitely long ; and each day is a vessel into which a 
great deal may be poured, if one would actually fill it 
up. 

Thus variously was I occupied in my solitude ; the 
more so, as the departed spirits of the different tastes 
to which I had from time to time devoted myself had 
an opportunity to rcai^pear. I then again took up 
drawing: and as I always wished to labour directly 
from nature, or rather from reality, I made a picture of 
my chamber, with its furniture, and the persons who 
were in it; and, when this no more amused me, 1 
represented all sorts of town talcs, which were told at 
the time, and in wliich interest was taken. All this 
was not without character and a certain taste; but 
imfortimately the figures lacked proportion and the 
proper vigour, besides which the execution was ex- 
tremely misty. My father, who continued to take 
pleasure in these things, wished to have them more 
distinct, wanting everything to be finished and properly 
completed. He therefore had tliem mounted and sur- 
rounded with ruled lines ; nay, the painter Morgenstern, 
his domestic artist, — the same who afterward made 
himself known, and indeed famous, by his church-views, 

— had to insert the perspective lines of the rooms and 
chambers, which then, indeed, stood in pretty harsh 
contrast with those cloudy looking figures. In this 
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accuracy ; and, to please him, I drew various objects 
of still life, in which, since the originals stood as pat- 
terns before me, I could work with more distinctness 
and precision. At last I toolc it into my head to etch 
once more. I had composed a tolerably interesting 
landscape, and felt myself very happy when I could 
look out for the old receipts given me by Stock, and 
could, at my work, call to mind those pleasant times. 
I soon bit the plate and had a proof taken. Unluckily 
the composition was without light and shade, and I 
now tormented myself to bring in both ; but, as it was 
not quite clear to me what was really the essential 
point, I could not finish. Up to this time I had been 
quite well, after my own fashion ; but now a disease 
attacked me which had never troubled me before. My 
throat, namely, had become completely sore, and par- 
ticularly what is called the ‘Hivula’' very much in- 
flamed : 1 could only swallow with great pain, and the 
physicians did not know what to make of it. They 
tormented me with gargles and hair pencils, but could 
not free me from my misery. At last it struck me that 
I had not been careful enough in the biting of my 
plates, and that, by often and passionately repeating it, 
I had contracted this disease, and always revived and 
increased it. To the physicians tliis cause was plau- 
sible, and very soon certain on my leaving my etching 
and biting, and that so much the more readily as the 
attempt had by no means turned out well, and I had 
more reason to conceal than to exhibit my labours ; for 
which I consoled myself the more easily, as I very soon 
saw myself free from the troublesome disease. Upon 
this I could not refrain from the reflection, that my 
similar occupations at Leipzig might have greatly con- 
tributed to those diseases from which I had suffered so 
much. It is, indeed, a tedious, and withal a melancholy, 
business to take too much care of ourselves, and of 
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Init llial, sMili ill'* \SMinli‘iliil i»lin .yu*’ia .y n|' Iniiiiaii 
luUtin’ nil itn' “hr Miln. aiul ihr iiiiiuiln vaiinly m (lu* 

IUihIi' nl lifr mill lur nil \\xr utliiM', il i i a Uniulfl' 

llial. tlin iuiiiian ia»‘n ha ; iml \N nlu i( : «’h mit Iniii* ai'n. 
Iliuiiaii iMluii* a|»|'rai.‘i lu , a [imiliar Kin<l nf 

tnUj^hui' iS Uiul Uian\ .aihMlurr^i, r ilirn il k V 

Ihiuj' whirll apl'lnarlu* i il, nr whirll \[ Ulkr:i iuln 
lunl, if il ranunl a ’aiuiluln, al Ina^il luaki’ i il imlilVri- 
r{i(. 111 ra in n| un\ rKrr^'s iralml. i{ luu.*i{ \ irltl 

to llir rliMuriil’i in r‘]‘ilr nf uU m i:«lani’r, ua (hr many 
riitlruiir iliara ra alul llm rtlrr(a nf liriUuly I'niiviurr m*. 
{’ntihl \\i\ willuuil. hriiit'; lunrltiklly uuninu’s Kmn \Nalrh 
uvrr niU:u*lviM iia (n wlial njiriatna raVnuml»ly iM' lUlfil- 
vninahly ii|nin ua in niir rniai»Urulntl t'ivil uml .aut*ia] 
lilV, ami wnulil \\n Iravr nil wliul hi urUntlly plrinmnl 
In II I u-i un 1‘ujnymrnl. Tnl tin* HilUn nl’ llm t’vil rniiNr^ 
HmMirra, \vi‘ filmnlil (hus Kimw Imw tn rnunvr with 
rasr many lUi inmnvrnirnrr whirh, uilli a run »! iliil inn 
olhrrwian anuml, nl’lm tmnlilivi ii i ninn* than rvnu a 
tluiriiM'. Unfuiluimlk'ly, it i i in ilirtnir , a . in nmial •, 
\vn riinunl :!>*r inlna taiilt till \\ r Inivr ‘^it riil »4 it ; 
hy \\hirli unlhin?^ t J I’nr (hr lanlt i » nn(- 

llLr ( ill* jirrrri [inn nnr, ami ihnrfnrr raillmt hr rrrnu . 
ni <mI umlrr thr .-.iinif I’niiu. 

Wlilh* I \VU!i I'ksulinj' nvrr ihr Ir'llriM whirll hml hri'ii 
writtrn (n mv ‘a »(rr tmm (hi:i rrmaiL, am»»n;t 

nlliri 1, r<)ulil iinl r a’ajH* inr, that, fitiin I hr v»’iy 
inyinuiii;' nl my arailrmi»'al rum.ir, I hml r’trrmril 
my-’.k'U' vrry rlrvrr ami wi ^r, r>inrr, a i ^tum aa I ha«l 
Irarnril anylhin’t. t mv-rii’ m (hr jilarr »»f tlir 

JJlurr’rinr, ami .'in hrramr ilidarlir nn llir .’ijml. ! wa*} 
unntriril (n ‘ rr |iuu 1 lual i 111 Inn 1 iai t-ly iij»|ilirit In my 
hIhIim* wliatrvri* tirllril hml impailnil nr ailvi*ir(t in hia 
Ir.t'turrH, willmul jiri'inn, that, hntli m tih* aii'l in Irnnha, 
a niin^j may !»' |irn|H*r fnr a ymmn man uillmnl hrini' 
Muiluhlr fnr a y nil 11).; hnlv ; uml ui' imth (t»;»rilirr ma»h^ 


iiuMTv over Ult'si* niiniiil’ics. piuuiis also wlmui ! 

hail i*niu]Misi‘il in wcro. alroudy loo )>oor for ino ; 

luul llioy Moi'uiril to mo. oohl, dry, uml, in vos|i(a*.L of ull 
that was luoaul lo oxpn*Ms llui slalo. of llio luunan 
luaui or iniinl, Iimj supoiiioiiih 'riiis imlucial luo, now 
(hal 1 wa.s lo louvo. my falljorVi honso 011.00 juoro, and 
go lo a {joooml uiiivorslly» again lo dtM’i’o.i^ a groat liigli 
titt -jY' against my lahours. Sovo.ral o.oininmiotul 
|ilays, son 111 of svliioh had roao.litMl llio third or llu^ 
fourth ai’l, whilo olliors liad only Lln^ plot fully niadti 
out, logoi 1 MU’ with many olhor poo, ms, lotltu’s, and jia- 
]}ors, woro givon ovor lo Iholiro.: and soarooly any- 
thing was apanul oxoopt lht‘ mauusorijil l)y riohrisclg 
*• nio bium* do,-i Vorlioiiloii " and Dio. M ilsolmldigi'.n,” 
whioh lallor play I omiMlanlly wont mi improving with 
poouliar allocliini; ami, an llio piooo, was alroady 0.0m- 
plolo, I ag.ain woiiosl ovor llio plot, lo maho it morn 
liiml lin)j ami inlolligiiilo. Lossing, in llio. (irnl two ao.lH 
of his '‘Minna/’ hud sol up an unattainahlo modol of 
Iho way in whioh a drama should ho dovolopod ; and 
nolhing was lo nm of groalor iinporlanoo t.luin to 
thoroughly imLtu’ into his moaning and vio.ws, 

'riio roojlal of whuloviu’ movoil, nxoilod, and omuipio.d 
mo at lids limi*. isiilroady oiroumslantial omaigh; hut 
I must la'ViU’llii'losM room* to dial inliu’ost with wliio.h 
suporsi'iiaiionM lliiiigs luul iiispirod mo, of whi(!h I, 
onoo for nil, so far as miglil ho possildiv, imdoiioolc lo 
form nomo uoUon, 

I oxporionoml a groal inlliumoo from an iinj)oiia.nl 
work that fi*ll into my Iiamls: il was Arnold’H “ ilislory 
of lha dlmroh and of do.rolios/* This man is not 
luoraly a roiloolivn liislorian, hiiL al Llio saiiio. linio. 
liioiiH ami fooling. 1 1 is sonlimonlH oliiiiiod in vory 
wall with i\\\w\ and whal i»arLionlarly dalighlod mo 
in his Work was, lhal I rmuuvo.d a inoro. favmirahh*. 
notion of many liorolios, who hml lioon liidnu'lo ivjiro.- 
saiilod lo Ilia, as mad or impious, 'riio sphul of 0011- 



tradicfcion and the love of paradoxes are inherent in 
us all. I diligently studied the different opinions : and 
as I had often enough heard it said that every man 
has his own religion at last, so nothing seemed more 
natural to me than that I should form mine too ; and 
this I did with much satisfaction. The Neo-Platonism 
lay at the foundation ; the hermctical, the mystical, 
the cabalistic, also contributed their share ; and thus I 
built for myself a world that looked strange enough. 

I could well represent to myself a Godhead which 
has gone on producing itself from all eternity ; but, as 
production cannot be conceived without mulLiplicity, 
so it must of necessity have immediately appeared to 
itself as a Second, wliich we recognise under the name 
of the Son ; now, these two must continue the act of 
producing, and again appear to themselves in a Third, 
which was just as substantial, living, and eternal as 
the Whole. With these, however, the ciicle of the 
Godhead was complete; and it would not have been 
possible for them to produce another perfectly equal 
to them. But, since the work of production always 
proceeded, they created a fourth, which already fostered 
in himself a contradiction, inasmuch as it was, like 
them, unlimited, and yet at the same time was to be 
contained in them and bounded by, them. Now, this 
was Lucifer, to whom the whole power of creation 
was committed from this time, and from whom all 
other beings were to proceed. He immediately dis- 
played his infinite’ activity by creating the whole body 
of angels, — all, again, after his own likeness, unlimited, 
but contained in him and bounded by him. Sur- 
rounded by such a glory, he forgot his higher origin, 
and believed that he could find himself in himself ; and 
from this first ingratitude sprang all that does not seem 
to us in accordance witli the will and purposes of the 
Godhead. Now, the more he concentrated himself within 
himself, the more painful must it have become to him. 



iiH tt> all Uu^ s))ints wliasa hwcicC u))riHin<^^ lo 
r ari^fiu lu'. had tunhilUa'cul And .sti UuiL luiiUKaual 
•li In iuUiunUul lo us uudta* llu‘. Ihriu of llie iall of 
An| 4 ;ols, i)\n\ ])iU'L of lluuii I'.oiuuuiLraUul ilscdf 
i Lui'ifor, I ho. olla*r liiriuul itsolf a‘j[aiu lo ils orif^diu 
a lids <'<uic(uilraliou of llui wholiwu'o.aliou — for 
ad ]a'i»otu'.d(Ml tail of Lucifor, and was forood lo 
>w hiiu — all Uial wii punudvo. undor llui 
i of inallor, wldi'h wo, li|^uiro It) oui’st^1vi\M as lusivy, 
I, aud dark, hiil which, siuot*. il is tlt'.so.oudo.d, if iiol 
i iiniuo.ilinlidy, ytd by lilialion, from lla*. Divine 
iKi unliiuiltul, iioworful, iiiul olovnal as ils 

and fjfraiulsiiu Now, Urn wlmli*. misohiof, if wo 
■ cull il so, Iiavinpf arisoai iiioroly lla'taif^*h llm oiio*' 
1 iliri‘o.lion of Liioiha’, llm htillor lialf was iiithual 
lini^ lo lliis oroalion ; for il posst^ssod all llial is 
oil hy o.taioo.nlralion, while, il laokod all Ilia, I o,au 
•rrot'lod l)y ta\[)ansion ahaa', : aud so llu‘. imlin*,o.n‘.- 
a mii^hl have luum doslroyod hy (‘vtadasliii^^ ooii- 
ralion, Ihm'.ouu^ aunihilaliid wilh ils falhor huoilVr, 
hav(^ losl idl ils (daims lo an i‘.([ual olis'idly willi 
[h)dlioiifl. 1'his ooiidilion Iho Mloliiiu ooal{un|dal<id 
i lime: anti Ihoy had llnar o-hoio.i^, lo wail for Ihoso 
i, in whitdi Iho. litdd would aj-jaaii have ho(U)in(^ oltMi.r, 
spatu* wonlil \n\ lofl Llnnii for a now oTOilion ; or, 
lo.y would, lo stdzi*. upon lhal which oxisltal already, 
supply llu^ waul, aot’ordiu^jf lo llnar own o-lm’uily* 
y\ lla^y ohoHo llu^ lallor, ami hy Ihidr intiro will 
ditul in an inslanl Iho wholo waul whitdi llu*. o.on- 
lontMj of hindfor's uialorlakin/.^ dnsw aflor il, Tlioy 
1 lo Iho. DUu’ual lloinp; llm fa-tadly of (‘.x])a,nsion, 
loving loward lluun : Iho ptuudiar ]adso of Ido. was 
n ruslorotl, and laudfc.r hinistdf could nol avoid ils 
ds. This is llm ojaudi wluai llial ap])(Mirod whitdi 
enow as liglil, and wlmn llial hogan wlutdi wo aro 
sloinod lo tlosignalo hy lln* word o-nuilion. llow- 
mutdi lids uiullipliiiil iLstdf hy ])rogro.Hsivo tlogro.os, 


through the continually working vital power of the 
Elohim, still a being was wanting who might be able 
to restore the original connection with the Godhead: 
and thus man was produced, who in all things was to be 
similar, yea, equal to the Godhead, but thereby, in 
effect, found himself once more in the situation of 
Lucifer, that of being at once unlimited and limited ; 
and since this contradiction was to manifest itself in 
him through all the categories of existence, and a per- 
fect consciousness, as well as a decided will, was to 
accompany his various conditions, it was to be fore- 
seen that he must he at the same time the most per- 
fect and the most imperfect, the most happy and the 
most unhappy, creature. It was not long before he, 
too, completely acted the part of Lucifer. True in- 
gratitude is the separation from the benefactor; and 
thus that fall was manifest for the second time, although 
the whole creation is nothing and was nothing but a 
falling from and returning to the original. 

One easily sees how the Eeclemption is not only 
decreed from eternity, but is considered as eternally 
necessary, — nay, that it must ever renew itself through 
the whole time of generation ^ and existence. In tins 
view of tlie subject, nothing is more natural than for 
the Divinity himself to take the form of man, which 
had aheady prepared itself as a veil, and to share his 
fate for a short time, in order, by this assimilation, 
to enhance his joys and alleviate his sorrows. The 
history of aU religions and philosophies teaches us, 
that this gi’eat truth, indispensable to man, has been 
handed clown by different nations, in different times, 
in various ways, and even in strange fables and images, 
in accordance with their limited knowledge: enough, 
if it only be acknowledged that we find ourselves in a 

1 “ Das Werden,” the state of becoming, as distinguished from 
that of being. The word, which is most useful to the Germans, 
can never he rendered properly in English. — Tuans. 



u)UiuLi(JU wliuwi, i‘.vou u il HtiOJUH Lo dmg xiH down uiid 
UH, ycti givt‘H us u])puvtiuiiby, luiy, even luakuH 
il (mr duly, io niisu oiii'sclvi^s up, uud lo fullil Iho piir- 
pi).s(‘s of iIh.^ (iodIu»;id in this maim(3r, llml, wliilo we 
live u.inwiudlnd ni\ t.lu*. (nu3 luuul to couiicntvale ourselves 
(7/n.s* rrrsrlhs/.r)i), \vi‘., on lli(3 other luuul, do not 
omit U» t^>ci>and oiirsnlvf^s (^wuh zu cnt^clhdvjm) in regu- 
lar pulsuliond 

^ If wocoulil niak(' ukii of homuj HiK'.li as iiiHoll:” and “ lui- 
Holf,” wo Hhniild nmm aouuvaUjly roudor LliiH piiHHagu. — Tkans. 


miSTTH BOOK. 


The heart is often affected, moreover, to the advan- 
tage of different, hut especially of social and refined, 
virtues ; and the more tender sentiments are excited 
and unfolded in it. Many touches, in particular, will 
impress themselves, which give the young reader an 
insight into the more hidden corner of the human heart 
and its passions, — a knowledge which is more worth 
than all Latin and Greek, and of which Ovid was a 
very excellent master. But yet it is not on this 
account tliat the classic poets, and therefore Ovid, are 
placed in the hands of youth. We have received from 
a kind Creator a variety of mental powers, to which 
we must not neglect giving their proper culture in our 
earhest years, aud which cannot he cultivated, eitlier 
by logic or metaphysics, Latin or Greek. We have an 
imagination, before which, since it should not seize 
upon the very first conceptions that chance to present 
themselves, we ought to place the fittest and most 
beautiful images, and thus accustom and practise the 
mind to recognise and love the beautiful everywhere, 
and in nature itself, under its determined, true, and 
also in its finer, features. A multitude of conceptions 
and general knowledge is necessary to us, as well for 
the sciences as for daily hfe, which can be learned out 
of no compendium. Our feelings, affections, and pas- 
sions should he advantageously developed and purified.” 

This significant passage, which is found in ‘'The 
Universal German Library,” was not the only one of its 
kind. Similar principles and similar views manifested 
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Ihrinsflvi'H in iiiaiiy tlirncLions. They niain^ u]n)n \ks 
livt‘ly ynalliH a V(‘ry iinpn'ssiuin which luul lias 

iunr(‘ (Iccidctl rIjVcl,, as il was Ml.ri‘n*j[tlu‘.n(Ml l)(^ai(h‘H by 
Wiflaml'a cxainidi'. ; for Uii'. warkn at liis .snctnul bril- 
lianl jicriiKl rlraiiy .shewed that lu^ hud rernnul luinH(‘ll‘ 
a<MM»nliii‘( [a rau li lauxiius. And wluit umra (uiuld wo 
desire { I’liiltijitiphy, willi its ah.slrusi^ <|Ui^sliuns, was .s(‘t 
asidi' ; the ela.ssie. lauj^ua^iieM, Uie aei^uisitien (jI’ wdiicdi 
is Ui’euuipanii'd by ;ui luaeli dnnli^nay, mu*, saw IIiiuhI 
in(n ihe biielc{.(r(ninil ; tla^ emiipeudiums, ahcaiL Lho 
aullieunaw el' which IlaialeL hud already whispered a 
wtird ef cautieu inle ear i»arH, canu* uunv. and men* 
inlit su.spiiden. We were, direci.ed Le the c(ml.e.nii>lalh)n 
c»r an iM'tive life, which W(‘ wiu’c .so feud ef leadinf^; 
and lu (he kniwvled^'c. ef (.he jiu.ssiiins, whi(;h wo ])arLly 
fell, purlly uni icipiUfd, in eur ewn besenis, and \vlnt‘h, 
if thenjdi they Ijud been rid)uK(*d I'erine.rly, new u])> 
]ieured (e u.s as aeinelhin*!; int|)erlanL and dijipiiiied, 
liecaliMt' (hey wen^ Le bi^ Iht* chier ebjcct. nf ear ,sl.udi(‘H; 
and tla* knowhuli^e. ef (.hem was exlelli'd a.s (.lie. niesl 
exeellenl niciuis ef tuillivulin^' ear nu*ntid ]ie\ve\‘s. 
Ih*sides, such a inedi^ ef l.tieu^dd/ wa.s tpnl.t* in accenU 
ance with iny ewn cenviclien, nay, wiUi my pet^tical 
taeih* nf (nMiUneiil, 1 Iheri'lens willieill. njjpe.silaen, 
after 1 liatl ihwuiicd se many |.J!;eeil de.sign.s, and hihhi 
so many fair lntp(’.s vanish, rei’enciled tnyHolf le my 
rather's inlciitien ef seiit!in*.i: me. Le Slraslmr/J!;, \vhm’(^ I 
was preniis(Ml a elaua’t'ul, p,ay while I alien Id prese.- 
cnli' my s(ndieH. and iil lusl lalu^ my de;..‘;rce. 

In spriiifc I fell my lieallh, lull slill mere my yeuLli- 
fill s]>iri(s, resl.ered, ami ence mei'e. leni^eil le h<^ <inl ef 
my father's hmisis llmiigh wil-li nMiseiiM fur dirferiml 
from tlm.se en llm lirsl lime. The pre.lly eliamlHa's a, ml 
Hpels where I hml .siilVmMul ae nuie.li bail ln'.eein(*. dis- 
U|'r<*eidilt^ le me, and with my fallnu’ bimsclf llim'e 
ceidd ho ne )»leasanl ndalien. 1 e.euld net <piil(i 
punlnn liim fer liavin|.C maailVsliul merij impalienci*. 



buu.u \vus ryubuiiituitj <au bJiw i uuijj.'stJ ul my uiscusti, auu. 

at my tedious recovery; uay^ for having, instead of 
comforting me by forbearance, frequently expressed 
himself in a cruel manner, about that wliich lay in no 
man’s hand, as if it depended only on the will. And 
he, too, was in various ways hurt and offended by me. 

For young people bring back from the university 
general ideas, wliich, indeed, is quite right and good ; 
but, because they fancy themselves very wise in this, 
they apply them as a standard to the objects that 
occur, which must then, for the most part, lose by the 
comparison. Thus I had gained a general notion of 
architecture, and of the arrangement- and decoration of 
houses, and imprudently, in. conversation, had applied 
this to our own house. My father had designed the 
whole arrangement of it, and carried out its construc- 
tion with great perseverance ; and, considering that it 
was to be exclusively a residence for liimself and his 
family, nothing could he objected to it : iu this taste, 
also, very many of the houses hi Frankfort were built. 
An open staii’case ran up through the house, and 
touched upon large anterooms, which might very well 
have been chambers themselves, as, indeed, we always 
passed the fine season in them. But this pleasant, 
cheerful existence for a single family — this communi- 
cation from above to below — became the greatest 
inconvenience as soon as several parties occupied the 
house, as we had but too well experienced on the occa- 
sion of the French quartering. For that painful scene 
with the king’s lieutenant would not have happened, 
nay, my father would even have felt all those disagree- 
able matters less, if, after the Leipzig fashion, our stair- 
case had run close along the side of the house, and a 
separate door had been given to each story, Tliis style 
of building I once praised highly for its advantages, 
and showed my father the possibility of altering his 
staircase also ; whereat he got into an incredible pas- 



I, wliich wuH Uu‘ iiion*. viohuiL ns, a short timo 
>n', ! luul foiuul fault witli soinu .sarolloil lookiu/jf- 
5s rriuiu‘s, aiul n'jtu'Uul (HU'tuiii Oliiiit'so liiiii^nii^s. /V. 
n\ ousuc.il, whit'll, inth’.tttl, was aj^ain IiusIumI ui) aiul 
tlluM-ftl ; lait it luisltuioil luy jtiunioy to tho tuuiutl'' 
Alsat’f, wliii'li I atu'iiiniiliHlitul in a uowly (uaitrivcil 
iftalahlt' ilili'^c.iu'o, witluait ilolay, ami iu a short 
0 . 

hatl uli*i;litt‘tl at tlu'. (iliost (frV/.s7) tavarii, and 
tciu'tl at iim’t\ to satisfy my most oariuist (h^siro 
> to approat'h Urn. miustt*r, whia.li luul lon^- sinca haou 
iitt*tl tuit to mo hy fallow trava.lla.rs, ami hud htum ho- 
‘‘ ^^0' ilistamui. Wlum I (irst |H‘r- 

:a.d this <’.olos.sus thnm|.>;h tlu*. narrow hma.s, ami tinai 
mI toil near liaforo it, in tho truly a.tmlinotl little^ 
an*, it iiuula! ii]>on mt* an imprt'ssion t[uit(^ of its own 
d, which I, liiMnii; unalhi* tt) analystt tm tlu^ sjjoL, 
riatl with mt^ only imlistinatly for this tinm, as I 
tily asamulatl tho l)llil(lin,t,^ so us imt to na‘j;h'‘'t tlm 
ntiful niomant of a hi^h and aliai'rful sun, whia.li 
^ tt) disalosi* to ino at onao tlu\ hrotul, rich laml. 

\ml now, from tlm pliithirm, I saw hoforo mt'. tho 
ntiful country in which 1 slioultl [or a. lon|.^ timo 
Mind ri^sido: tlu^ htimlsomo tnty ; tho wido-Hjirtiatling 
iidows around it, thickly sot and intt'rwovon with 
ipiilict\n(. trees; tluit strikiiif^ vicJinoss of vt^/j^oLation 
ich follows in tlu^ windin[tH of tlu\ Ithino, imirks its 
dvs, islands, ami aits. Nor is tlu'. hwtd ^a’ouiid, 
!tcliinf{ tlown fntm tlm staith, and widtirti/l hy tho 
♦r, loss atlorned with varieil |^n*on. Kvt'ii westward, 
ninl the. mountains, tlna'o aro many low grounds, 
icli alVortl tpulo as charming a, view of wood and 
adow-growth, just as tlm nortliern and mort\ hilly 
't is intt'rsoc.tetl hy innumerahlo litth^ lirotiks, which 
unolt*. a rai)id vegt'.tation itvcrywluM'i!. If oiui imag- 
s, hc.twt'c.n tln^se lujcuriantly outstn'LcIuul mc.ads, 
wc.cn Ihcst^ joyously sc.attoroil groves, all laud 


ilUcliJJLCU LUi I^XCJjaiCLl, VCiLLiXUl/, fclULl 

ripeiiiDg, and the best and richest spots marked by 
hamlets and farmhouses, and this great and immeasur- 
able plain, prepared for man, like a new paradise, 
bounded far and near by mountains partly cultivated, 
partly overgrown with woods, he will then conceive 
the rapture with which I blessed my fate, that it had 
destined me, for some time, so beautiful a dwelling- 
place. 

Such a fresh glance into a new land in which we 
are to abide for a time has stiU the peculiarity, both 
pleasant and foreboding, that the whole lies before us 
like an unwritten tablet. As yet no sorrows and joys 
which relate to ourselves are recorded upon it; this 
cheerful, varied, animated plain is still mute for us ; 
the eye is only fixed on the objects so far as they are 
intrinsically important, and neither affection nor passion 
has especially to render prominent this or that spot. 
But a presentiment of the future already disquiets the 
young heart ; and an unsatisfied craving secretly de- 
mands that which is to come and may come, and which 
at all events, whether for good or ill, will imperceptibly 
assume the character of the spot in wliich we find 
ourselves. 

Having descended the height, I still tarried awhile 
before the face of the venerable pile ; but what I could 
not quite clearly make out, either the first or the fol- 
lowing time, was, that I regarded this miracle as a 
monster, which must have terrified me, if it had not, at 
the same time, appeared to me comprehensible by its 
regularity, and even pleasing in its finish. Yet I by 
no means busied myself with meditating on this con- 
tradiction, but suffered a monument so astonishing 
quietly to work upon me by its presence. 

I took small, but well-situated and pleasant, lodgings, 
on the north side of the Fish-market, a fine, long street, 
where the everlasting motion came to the assistance of 



ry uiioriaipiiMl nionujnL. 1 Llinn dolivonul my lot- 
ul i!itnului‘.lii)ii, jiiitl foiuul among my patroms a 
•nlmnl., wlm, wiMi his [{DJiily, was (hivoLod U) Mmso 
m opininnH sudiriiaiUy known to me,, alLhoiigh, its 
as rr.gai‘ih‘d (‘xUumal worship, \m laid not si^jniraLod 
n Un*. ('hurrta llo, was a man of inLidligoimo 
lad, aiul hy no moans liypoo.riLic.al in his (•oudm’.l, 
' oompany ol* linardm’s whu^h was ro.oomimnuhal to 
and, indiMul, 1 to it, was viuy ugn’OiLhU^ and miUu*- 
ling. A rouplo oC olil maids luul long k(‘.pL up Uds 
rdiug-lnmso will) rogularity and good suo(U‘hm: tlua’ij 
;hl havt^ honn ahout U‘n pm’sons, oldor aiul youngc.r. 
Llu'sn lattor, tmo nanuMl Moyiu', a nativi^ ot Linduu, 
Host vividly [au'scnt to my mind. From Ids foimi 
fan', ho. might havi'. hotm o.onsid(n’(‘.d ono of tlio 
<ls^nn(^st of m<m, if, /tt tlui stniK! tinaj, Ini laid not 
, sumothing of tho slovtm in his whoh*. a.])poai’an(‘i^. 
liko inanmu’ liis sploiiditl natural talonts worn ma.rrod 
an inorodihlo h^vity, and his oxoo.llisit to.mpo.r hy an 
3oundo{| tlissolutonoss, lloluid an t)p{Mi, jovial faoo, 
lor mon^ round tlnin oval: tho ta’gans of tlu^ so.usi'.s, 
('ja's, noso, mouth, and t^ars, oouhl la^ (tallod rio.li ; 
y showod a doaidnl fulimss, witlnnit hi‘ing too largo* 

1 mouth was partiiudarly oluirming, owing to liis 
ling lips; uml his wliolo physiognomy had tho 
uliar oKprossion of a raki^ from Dm oiro.umstano.o 
t his (^yol»rows mot ao,n)ss his nosi^, wld(^Ii, in a 
idsomo faoo., always jirodiuuis a i)liiasant oxproMsion 
^oiisuality. Hy his jovialm^ss, sinoiu'ity, aiid good 
uns ho mado himso.lf h(*J(3Vo.d hy all. His mmnory 
I inoro-dihlti ; atttmtkiu at tlui htoturos was n<» oClort 
him; ho ndaimul all lui Imard, and was inddhu’.tual 
ugli to take? an inteu’esst in (W(?rytl)ing, eind tliis tlio 
Hi (iasily, as ho. was sUidying meulio/imi. All his im- 
isions reiiiaiiiuid vivid; ami his waggeny in n?]H‘al-" 
tla* lon.ture's Jind mimioking tin* jirofossors ofti‘.n 
It so far, that, wlum he? hud hoard thriMi dilVoront 


in **Ht* It * di ihr ihnnri 

int« p }ian'V‘ tli»‘ pi*'!* Ml sulli »M,> h Mfin i, 

\M .aiki nlb’U r\»n lUMlf' ai'l 5l|i't Iv , \vlii<h lUt«tl«y Irt'" 
lujr Ur'*jU<’ntly rnt»*ilauif'4 U ', l*ul mU«'u, Ihm, Im'imiiio 

(iMul-i* uliir 

Th»* lihUf' Ml ;lr;iily, riiniultn 

jhm|*1i‘. a j»‘*!r'i‘«n»'*l Kun^lii i>i thr i «*t St. \t\Am 

\\jr» un«‘ III lh»’ .«* ; lull Um* luajMia^ r4u»ii*nlu, uH 

iimUv ijihhI . 111*1 wi'H ilr i'-^* > i , Hilly th» y vwuh nut 

uIImnvi'iI Im i»M l‘»'\Mnkl ihi’H u umI ;t,UM\i, .mri’ mI winn. 

ihi'. ‘liHiiM iiMi lir l^}, il\ ili*nH \s,l^ th** rain uf 
HUi |U‘ ’ nli'iil, Hu»* n«H l‘»r SuL luuun Alifa«ly lu tlui 
anil luuiiarni'ii, In* h.ii»l at h-mli-l ihii lUnni'r- 
lal'lr im ntan\ au4 nuunl. uni'4 ii . j'hihI nitlnr 

un4 lu *|H** l.4‘i!ny . lli^ a hami nmr piupnity, 

ki’|*l him « h » !“’»' ami m-al ut hi* i*\Ihumi, i'\rn 
h'n*»in}» In lhi‘>»- wlm uKmiv': in •>h*»**> ani! MtnrKuijtu^ 

uml witli lh»'U hat lunln lhi*n aim. I’n j*nl nn (In' 
hal \SiV^ \silh him an r\liaMi»iinui \ a* linn. It** t-*nU“ 
mniily laniHil an umhiclKt, \m *4} i»*tl»'» hm» lhal llm 
lim*'4 MUnimM' tlaya hHiji (linmh'i aHim^ ami 

Jiin’an^' 4 ihui’1.. hymi ihi* iMiuar. 

Wilh llii^ man I (all.*.! my ih‘a*."U uf lunlinu™ 

\ui\ (h :=(mly jiui’>l'imli'm «* at Sim iauj% •*»> au In hn 
alil»* III (akr my ili‘in'‘r a'‘ ’^MMii a> ja* ahh*. Snu'H 
\\r wa'i rxarily infniim'il »•( i-iirtyllun^^ 1 a!>k»'4 him 
iihiiul lh»’ Inriiui'M t aln»iilil haVi’ in hritr, ami what hn 
giMirniUy Ihunj-^hl of (hn mailm'. Tti llu> Iih 
U ml il WiiM mil in StniHiaui.' a* in I la* tlnnmn nni» 
vi'iviiiii's, whai H thi'V t i v In rnim alf ut I la* lav^^n 

fiml h‘uini'il M-iiM* nf till' {aim. Una, in I’nnhivmily 
with ihr vrlatinii liiwanl k’laia r, all wan laally iliin tinl 
In thn )nui*ta*al. ami umimui'il ui airnnhun'i* with llm 
njiininna nf ihi* I‘‘i*ria‘h, wlm r**;aiily atnjj lU what in 
givan, Thay imjiait In avf*iy nm* ri*rluiu 

gananil jirim-iiilaa uml j»n*liminury knnwlmlga, iht'y 
t-HiuiifaHHi'd iiM mimh im pnHHihh', uml annimuiiiaHtiHl 



y whal. was nuisl. muMissuiy, Iloroupon ha nuuU^ 
m‘([UuinU‘(l with a man, in wluan, aa a rcpvivnt^^ 
it ('on(iilrnr(‘. was (UitinluiiUHl ; whiijh ho very mmii 
tn j^ain Iruin uu) also. Dy way ol‘ intro-* 

tion, I hngun U) s]ii‘iik witli liiin on snhji^olH of 

sjirmlnn’o; and ho wtJinloriul not a littlo at niy 

‘lil^orinjLi: : [or, durin|.‘- my rosidono.imit Loip/ig, 1 had 
lod morn of an insi^dit into llio riujnisitos for tlio 
than \ havt*. Idtlioiio takmi oocasion to static in 
narrativo, tliou^li all I liad uoiiuinul o.ould only Ih‘. 
coiK’d as a i^joian’al (Ma’y<’l<<po.(li(:al survey, uiid lujt 
[)n)]M‘r deiinile knowletl^e. University life, (wen if 
hi', emirse. of it we may not e.xaeXly liavii to boast 
industry, ne.ve.rllieli‘ss alVorilH endless advantaf^es 
'Vi'i'v kind of cultivation, be.eauso wu are always 

•ouiided by men who either possess or are seeking 
nee, so tluit, even if une.onseiously, W'o ai’O. e.oii- 
itly drawing some, tionrishmeiit from sueh an ntmos- 
re. 

ly reju'.tent, after ho had had judiisie.e, with my 
bliiig diseourse. for some time,, gave me. at last tii 
ersland that 1 must lirst of tdl kee.p my immediati^ 
‘et in vi(‘.w, which was, to lie examineil, to taki^ 
degri't^, and (hen, ijcre.hane.i', to e.ommoni’.o jjnie.tieo, 
’gurding till', former,” said lus'^tlie siihjei^t is liy 
means investigated at large. It is inij aired Imw 
wlien a law arose, and wlint gavii tlu^ inLi'rnnl or 
saial oe.iMision for it: there is no inquiry as to how 
las he.mi nltere.d hy timt^ and e.ustom, or how far 
niH perhaps been pe.rverted hy falsi*, inte.rpretation 

A r(‘)iH.eat. Ih oao of a c.liiHn of i)t'i'HoaH to bo bauul ia i.lio ('lor- 
unlverHltlrH, lual wlio jumist hIiuImiiIh In t!i(^ir ntailh^H. 'Plusy 
ioauavhfit uanloaoiiN m tho lOaKHsh tutors, hat not proniHoIy : 
tlin laltoi* render tlu^lr tilil bofitrc llm ree.iua.loa ; wliiU^ l,l\(< 
I.ent rc.fiettiH with the Hludeai, (a prlvaUs ilm le.e.tun'H hi^ Ima 
ioiiHly Jiean) from i1h> profi'HHor. IJisiHio IjIh jianie, whhth 
a. he* remlered rn/jfio^or, had wo any e.orreHiniadina (diiMM id 
in Knahind or Ameriea, wliliih wtadd joHi.Ify an I'diahHli 
/I //oTonoi. Ntihu 


ur L;iit5 jJtJivtJrutJU Lue CUUVl/S, ±t is in SUCH 

investigations that learned men quite peculiarly spend 
their lives, whereas we inquire into that which exists 
at present : this we stamp firmly on our memory, that 
it may always be ready when we vnsh to employ it 
for the use and defence of our clients. Thus we 
qualify our young people for their future life, and the 
rest follows in. proportion to them talents and activ- 
ity.” Hereupon he handed me his pamphlets, which 
wore written in question and answer, and in which I 
could have stood a pretty good examination at once ; 
for Hopp’s smaller law-catechism was yet perfectly in 
iny memory : the rest I supplied with some diligence, 
and, against my will, quahfied myself in the easiest 
manner as a candidate. 

But since in this way all my own activity in the 
study was cut off, — for I had no sense for anything 
positive, but wished to have everything explained his- 
torically, if not intelligibly, — I found for my powers 
a wider field, which I employed in the most singular 
manner hy devoting myself to a matter of interest 
which was accidentally presented to me from with- 
out. 

Most of my fellow boarders were medical students. 
Tliese, as is well known, are the only students who 
zealously converse about then science and profession, 
even out of the hours of study. This lies in the 
nature of the case. The objects of their endeavours 
are those most obvious to the senses, and at the same 
time the highest, the most simple, and the most com- 
plicated. Medicine employs the whole man, for it 
occupies itself with man as a whole. All that the 
young man learns refers directly to an important, dan- 
gerous indeed, but yet in many respects lucrative, ]prac- 
tice. He therefore devotes himself passionately to 
whatever is to be known and to be done, partly 
because it is interesting in itself, partly because it 


'pens to him the joyous prospect of iudepenhence and 
wealth. 

At table, then, I heard nothing but medical conver- 
ations, just as formerly in the boarding-house of 
lofrath Ludwig. In our walks and in our pleasure- 
parties likewise not much else was talked about: for 
ny feUow boarders, like good fellows, had also become 
riy companions at other times ; and they were always 
oiued on all sides by persons of lilce minds and like 
tudies. The medical faculty in general shone above 
he others, with respect both to the celebiity of the 
)rofes8ors and the number of tlie students ; and I Avas 
he more easily borne along by tbe stream, as I bad 
lUst so much Icnowledge of all these things that my 
lesire for science could soon he increased and inflamed, 
i-t the commencement of the second half-year, there- 
ore, I attended Spielmann’s course on chemistry, an- 
Pther on anatomy by Lobstein, and proposed to be 
ight industrious, because, by my singular preliminary 
)r rather extra Icnowledge, I had already gained some 
'espect and confidence in our society. 

Yet this trifling and piecemeal way of study was 
iveu to be once more seriously disturbed; for a re- 
narkable political event set everything in motion, and 
Drocured us a tolerable succession of holidays. Marie 
“^.ntoinette. Archduchess of Austria and Queen of 
I^rance, was to pass through Strashurg on her road 
»o Paris. The solemnities by which the people are 
nade to take notice that there is greatness in the 
vorld were busily and abundantly prepared ; and es- 
pecially remarkable to me was the building which 
jtood on an island in the Ehine between the two 
Dridges, erected for her reception and for surrendering 
ler into the hands of her husband’s ambassadors. It 
was but slightly raised above the ground ; bad in the 
mntre a grand saloon, on each side smaller ones ; then 
'ollowed other chambers, which extended somewhat 


backward. la short, had it been more durably built, 
it might have answered very well as a pleasure-house 
for persons of rank. But that which particularly 
interested me, and for which I did not grudge many 
a Blisd (a little silver coin then current) in order to 
procure a repeated entrance from the porter, was the 
embroidered tapestry with which they had lined the 
whole interior. Here, for the first time, I saw a speci- 
men of those tapestries worked after Eaffaelle’s car- 
toons; and this sight was for me of very decided 
influence, as I became acquainted with the true and 
tlie perfect on a large scale, though only in copies. I 
went and came, and came and went, and could not 
satiate myself with looldng; nay, a vain endeavour 
troubled me, because I would willingly have compre- 
hended what interested me in so extraordinary a man- 
ner. I found these side-chambers highly delightful 
and refreshing, but the chief saloon so much the more 
shocking. This had been hung with many larger, 
more brilliant and richer, hangings, which were sur- 
rounded with crowded ornaments, worked after pic- 
tures by the modern French. 

How, I might perhaps liave become reconciled to 
this style also, as my feelings, like my judgment, did 
not readily reject anything entirely ; but the subject 
was excessively revolting to me. These pictures con- 
tained the history of Jason, Medea, and Creusa, and 
therefore an example of the most unhappy marriage. 
To the left of the throne was seen the bride struggling 
with the most horrible death, surrounded by persons 
full of sympathising woe ; to the right was the father, 
horrified at the murdered babes before his feet ; whilst 
the Fury, in her dragon-car, drove along into the air. 
And, that the horrible and atrocious should not lack 
something absurd, the white tail of that magic hull 
flourished out on the right hand from behind the red 
velvet of the gold-einhroidered back of the throne ; 




as cheerful as it was imposing, of this youthful lady. 
Perfectly visible to us all in her glass carriage, slm 
seemed to be jesting with her female attendants, in 
familiar conversation, about the throng that poiinsl 
forth to meet her train. In the evening we roimnnl 
through the streets to look at the various illumiualed 
buildings, but especially the glowing spire of the min- 
ster, with which, both near and in the distance, w<’ 
could not sufficiently feast our eyes. 

The queen pursued her way: the country pe<j]>li* 
dispersed, and the city was soon quiet as ever. Ih'.fnii* 
the queen's arrival, the very reasonable regulation hml 
been made, that no deformed persons, no crip;^loH iiui' 
disgusting invalids, should show themselves on \\v%' 
route. People joked about this; and I made a lillb^ 
French poem in which I compared the advent nf 
Christ, who seemed to wander upon earth particularly 
on account of the sick and the lame, with the arriviil 
of the queen, who scared these unfortunates away- 
My friends let it pass: a Frenchman, on the contnuv* 
who lived with us, criticised the language and moln^ 
very unmercifully, although, as it seemed, with 
much foundation ; and I do not rememher that I 
made a French poem afterward. 

No sooner had the news of the queen's happy arrivitl 
rung from the capital, than it was followed by tlu^ 
rible intelligence, that, owing to an oversight of (Ut^ 
police during the festal fireworks, an infinite mimlu^i* 
of persons, with horses and carriages, had been ilr ^ 
troyed in a street obstructed by building matiahilf** 
and that the city, in the midst of the nuptial sohunui - 
ties, had been plunged into mourning and sori’nw-. 
They attempted to conceal the extent of tho - 
fortune, both from the young royal pair and from lli»^ 
world, by burying the dead in secret; so that miiuy 
families were convinced only by the ceaseless aksmu'M 
of their members that they, too, had been swept olV liy 



s in Uu*. jj;nuul saldou cauin vividly iK^rnn'- 

nind, 1 muul scaratdy iiu'.utioii; for nviuy one 
s linw inisv(‘rrul ('.rrULiii monil nro 

Ihry fiidauly l.hi*iusidv{‘M, as it, wu'a, in llioHO 
(* si'n.si‘.s. 

ia tHMairiMMicu was, liowavar, diisLiinul 'moraovta* Ln 
tny I’ruMids in anxic.t.y and Irnuldt^ hy nutans 
|»ranlv i/i wldrli I indnlj^nd. Annai^ ns y<ani^f 
r who had hiuMi at licip/il^, tlaa'i! had htaai iiadn- 
I nvc'.r afUa’wanl a nniiain itc-h for iin])osin‘^’ on 
n soim*. way niystilyin^ one. anothiu*. With tins 
oil lov(* of inisehiid’ I wrote to a. friiaid in l‘'rank- 
;)n‘ was tin* oiu* who laid ain])lifieil niy poi’in on 
ak<‘d>akt‘j' I lendel, appliad it to ylAvW, and causiul 
•neral oircailation) a li*tt(‘r dat(‘d from Versaiih'.s, 
lirh I inhaaned him of my happy arrival tlnu’i*., 
larlieipation in (ho. solomidtios, and otlio.r (.Inn^s 
o kind, hut at llu^ saiiu*. time o.njoinod tla^ striol.o.st 
I’V. 1 must hon^ roniark, that, I'rom tlio. timo. o[ 
triok whio.li had oausi*tl us so mno.li ammyamas 
ittlo socinty had armstmnod itself to pin*- 

o him from tinm to time, with myslarmatioiis, and 
'spooially as ho. was tho. drolh'st man in tho. world, 
was novor nmro. amiahlo than who.n hi^ was dis- 
'inp; (.In^ oln’id. into whioh ho. had d(‘lil)i‘ral;{'ly boon 
Shoiily afl-o.r I had written tliis lo.ttm’, I wmit on 
lo. jiairnoy, ami romaim'd ahsi'nt idmut a foi'tni^ht. 
iwhih* tho. no.ws of tluit disastm* laul ro.aoln*d 
kibrt: my (Viond I)oli(‘Vt*d ml^ in Paris, and Ids 
lion led liim to approho.nd tluit 1 mipiht havo. l)(*e.n 
vod in tlii^ oalaniity. IIo. imjuiroil of my luiri'-nts 
ilhor porsoiis to whom I was ao.o.iistomod to write., 
her any h‘tto.rs had arrivtsl ; and, as it was just 
inm wito.n my jonrno.y kript mn from sondinjL!: any, 
wo.n* altti^othe.r wanting’. Ho. wont about in tlni 
;Ost um*asiiu‘.ss, and at last told th(‘. matlo.r in eon- 


Tiaence w our nearest tneiuis, wuo were now in equal 
anxiety. Fortunately this conjecture did not reach 
my parents until a letter had arrived announcing my 
return to Strasburg. My young friends were satisfied 
to learn that I was ahve, hut remained firmly con- 
vinced that I had been at Paris in the interim. The 
affectionate intelligence of the solicitude they had felt 
on niy account affected me so much that I vowed to 
leave off such tricks for ever; hut, unfortunately, I 
have often since allowed myself to be guilty of some- 
thing similar. Peal life frequently loses its brilhancy 
to such a degree, that one is many a time forced to 
polish it up again with the varnish of fiction. 

This mighty stream of courtly raagnificence had 
now flowed by, and had left in me no other longing 
than after those tapestries of Eaffaelle, which I would 
willingly have gazed at, revered, nay, adored, every 
day and every hour. Fortunately, my passionate en- 
deavours succeeded in interesting several persons of 
consequence in them, so that they were taken down 
and packed up as late as possible. We now gave our- 
selves up again to our quiet, easy routine of the uni- 
versity and society ; and in the latter the Actuary 
Salzmann, president of our table, continued to be the 
general pedagogue. His intelligence, complaisance, 
and dignity, which he always contrived to maintain 
amid all the jests, and often even in the little extrava- 
gances which he allowed us, made him beloved and 
respected by the whole company ; and I conld mention 
but few instances where he showed his serious dis- 
pleasure, or interposed with authority in httle quarrels 
and disputes. Yet among them all I was the one who 
most attached myself to him ; and he was not less 
inclined to converse with me, as he found me more 
variously accomplished than the others, and not so 
one-sided in judgment. I also followed his directions 
in external matters ; so that he could, without hesita- 




iuuuu ill Hii Liiti puuilc gauiejis lar ana near, ana 
more than one invitation for this or that pleasant day 
was received. On one such occasion I found an op- 
portunity to recommend myself very rapidly to a 
family which I was visiting for only the second time. 
We were invited, and arrived at the appointed hour. 
The company was not large : some played and some 
walked as usual. Afterward, when they were to go to 
supper, I saw our hostess and her sister speaking 
to each other with animation, and as if in a pecuhar 
emharrassment. I accosted them, and said, have 
indeed no right, ladies, to force myself into your 
secrets ; but perhaps I may be able to give you good 
counsel, or even to serve you.” Upon this they dis- 
closed to me their painful dilemma; namely, that they 
had invited twelve persons to table, and that just at 
that moment a relation had returned from a journey, 
who now, as the thirteenth, would be a fatal mmiento 
mori, if not for himself, yet ciertainly for some of the 
guests. Tlie case is very easily mended,” replied I : 
“ permit me to take my leave, and stipulate for indem- 
nification.” As they were persons of consequence and 
good breeding, tliey would by no means allow this, but 
.sent about in the neighbourhood to find a fourteenth. 
I suffered them to do so; yet when X saw the servant 
coming in at tlie garden-gate without having effected 
his errand, I stole away and spent my evening pleas- 
antly under the old linden-trees of the Wanzenau. 
That this self-denial was richly repaid me was a very 
natural consequence. 

A certain kind of general society is not to he 
thought of without card-playing. Salzmann renewed 
the good instructions of Madame Bohme; and I was 
the more docile as I had really seen, that by this little 
sacrifice, if it he one, one may procure one’s self much 
pleasure, and even a greater freedom in society than 
one woxild otherwise enjoy. The old piquet, which 



WHS ai^'siiu InokiMl ouL; I louriu’.i! 
L; I uuulc luysi'.lf, ac.t:i)nlin|j[ L() llui dirccXioiis ul’ 
Mniiur, a ranU|iui’sa, wln(‘h was to nMuaiii uii- 
hmI nialrr all firaiuastaiuM^s ; ami I jiow round 
rluiiity to spoiid luost of my witli my 

il in th(i l)i‘.st rindi^s, wIuuh*., for tlui most ])art, 
wisluul mo. woll, and pardoiunl many a littlo 
uliirity; l(j whioli, m‘Voiiln*h‘ss, my Wirnd, thoiigli 
ly omm«j;'li, nsod to oidl my attiMition, 

,it that I mi^dit i^X])orimuu‘. symbolically how 
i (uus o.voii in oxtmauils, 1ms to ailapt one's sidC to 
ty, and dinM'.t onoAs so, If aoooidin^f to it, I was 
jollod tt> simio.tbin'i; whm.li sommul to mo tlii^ most 
p'l'oalilo Ihinjii tln^ worbl. I had really vo.ry 
!mir; but my Stnislmrj:? haiiMlrcsscir at omuiassunul 
.Imt. it was out mnoh Um) short bchiml, and that 
oidd bo imjHic.siblo, lo maki'. a, frlzitre of it in 
‘h I could slatw myself, sinot‘ nothing but a. lo.w 
('-urls in front wo.ro. do.cnuMl lawful; a.inl all the 
fnim tln‘. crown, must l)t^ tiiul tip in a o.mt or 
ir-bu'jj. Notliiii'j; was left Init to put up with false 
till tiui natural growth was iioain rostoro.d lusuird- 
(.o (ho demands of tlu'. time. Ho. promiso.d me 
nttbody should o.vor nmmrk this inuoco.nt ihtfut])- 
(aj.^iainst wlti<‘h 1 objiuXiMl at lirst vttry (Mirmtstly), 
could ro.solvt*. u]um it imiiu'.diato.ly. ke.pt Ills 

I, ami I wa.H always ]<iok(sl ujuai as tlm y(ain'^ 
who had tint be..st tind the. be.st-di’ttsso.tl latad of 
Hut as I was obli^t‘.d to rmnain tlms ])ro]iped 
lid jimvtlero.il from itarly moruiui^, and at tlu'. same 
to take care not to lattraj' my false ornament 
eatin;j; inysi^lf or hy violent motions, this n'.straint 
Lc.t c.tmtrihntod inue.h to my iKthavini^ for a tina*. 
I (piietly and iiolitidy, and ac.c.iistomed \m\ to 
f witli my list under my arm, and eonsequontly 
me.s and stockings also; lutwe.ver I did not vtm- 
to ueghte.t weurini^ undtirstoe.kings of line le.ather, 


as a aeience against tne Jttiime gnats, waicn, on i/ae 
fine summer evenings, generally spread themselves 
over the meadows and gardens. Under these circum- 
stances, violent bodily motion being denied me, our 
social conversations grew more and more animated and 
impassioned ; indeed, they were the most interesting in 
which I had hitherto ever borne part. 

With my way of feeling and thinking, it cost me 
nothing to let every one pass for what he was, — nay, 
for that which he wished to pass for; and thus the 
frankness of a fresh, youthful heart, which manifested 
itself almost for the first time in its full bloom, made 
me many friends and adherents. Our company of 
boarders increased to about twenty persons; and, as 
Salzmann kept up his accustomed order, everything 
continued in its old routine, — nay, the conversation 
was almost more decorous, as every one had to be 
on his guard before several. Among the newcomers 
was a man who particularly interested me : liis name 
was Jung, the same who afterward became known 
under the name of Stilling. In spite of an antiquated 
dress, his form had something delicate about it, with 
a certain sturdiness. A bag-wig did not disfigure his 
significant and pleasing countenance. His voice was 
mild, without being soft and weak : it became even 
melodious and powerful as soon as his ardour was 
roused, which was very easily done. On becoming 
better acquainted with him, one found in him a sound 
common sense, which rested on feeling, and therefore 
took its tone from the affections and passions; and 
from this very feeling sprang an enthusiasm for tlie 
good, the true, and the just, in the greatest possible 
purity. For the course of this man’s life had been 
very simple, and yet crowded with events and with 
manifold activity. The element of his energy was 
indestructible faith in God, and in an assistance flow- 
ing immediately from liim, which evidently manifested 


iself in an uniutermpted providence, and in an unfail- 
3g deliverance out of all troubles and from every evil, 
uug had made many such experiences in his life, and 
liey had often been repeated of late in Strasburg : so 
liat, with the greatest cheerfulness, he led a life frugal 
ideed, but free from care, and devoted himself most 
arnestly to his studies ; although he could not reckon 
pon any certain subsistence from one quarter to 
nother. In his youth, when on a fair way to be- 
ome a charcoal-burner, he took up the trade of a 
rilor; and after he had instructed himself, at the 
ame time, in higlier matters, his knowledge-loving mind 
rove him to the occupation of schoolmaster. This 
ttempt failed ; and he returned to his trade, from 
diich, however, since every one felt for him confi- 
ence and afiectiou, he was repeatedly called away, 
gain to take a place as private tutor. But for liis 
lost internal and peculiar training he had to thank 
bat wide-spread class of men who sought out their 
alvation on their own responsibility, and who, while 
bey strove to edify themselves by reading the Scrip- 
area and good books, and by mutual exhortation and 
onfession, thereby attained a degree of cultivation 
diicli must excite surprise. For while tiie interest 
rhich always accompanied them and which main- 
lined tlieiu in fellowship rested on the simplest fouu- 
ation of morality, well-wishing and well-doing, the 
eviations which could take place with men of such 
mited circumstances were of little importance; and 
ence their consciences, for the most part, remained 
leav, and their minds commonly cheerful: so there 
rose no artificial, but a truly natural, culture, which 
ad yet this advantage over others, that it was suitable 
0 all ages and ranks, and was generally social by its 
ature. For this reason, too, these persons were, in 
heir own circle, truly eloquent, and capable of express- 
ag themselves appropriately and pleasingly on all the 


tenderest and best coucerns of the heart. Now, good 
Jung was in this very case. Among a few persona, 
who, if not exactly lilce-minded witli himself, did not 
declare themselves averse from his mode of thought, 
he was found, not only talkative but eloquent: in 
particular, he related the history of his life in the most 
delightful manner, and knew how to make all the cir- 
cumstances plainly and vividly present to his hsteners. 
I persuaded him to write them down, and he jpromised 
to do so. But because, in his way of expressing him- 
self, he was like a somnambulist, who must not he 
called by name lest he should fall from liis elevation, 
or like a gentle stream, to which one dare oppo.se 
notliing lest it should foam, he was often constrained 
to feel uncomfortable in a more numerous company. 
His faith tolerated no doubt, and his conviction no 
jest. Wliile in friendly communication he was inex- 
haustible, everything came to a standstill with him 
when he met vdth contradiction, I usually helped 
him through ou such occasions, for which he repaid 
me with honest affection. Since his mode of thought 
was nothing strange to me, but on the contrary I had 
already become accurately acquainted with it in my 
very best friends of both sexes ; and since, moreover, it 
generally interested me with its naturalness and nawetS, 
— he found himself on the very best terms with me. 
The bent of his intellect was pleasing to me; nor did 
I meddle witli his faith in miracles, which was so 
useful to him. Salzmann likewise behaved toward 
him with forbearance, — I say with forbearance, for 
Salzmann, in conformity with liis character, his natural 
disposition, his age and circumstances, could not but 
stand and continue on the side of the rational, or 
rather the common-sense, Christians, whose religion 
properly rested on the rectitude of their characters, 
and a manly independence, and who therefore did not 
like to meddle or have anything to do with feelings 



Axich (‘usily luivo lod Llieui into gloom, or with 

lystuusin, wlimh miglit ousily have led tliem into the 
ark, '.riuH ehi«.s, loo, was riispeetable and uuuicroiis : 
11 \mn (d* lionour and e.apaeily understood eacli other, 
nd were «)!* llu‘ lik(i pursuasitm, as well as oi‘ the same 
lode of life. 

hiM'se, liki'wiHo our fellow lioardcr, also belonged to 
Ids nuinder: a jKU'leeXly upright young man, and, 
dlb lindled gifts of forlnm?, frugai aiid exact. His 
iKUiiuu* of life and housekeeping was the closest I ever 
iie.w among studi.eits. He was, of us all, the most 
(‘atly dressed, and yoi always appeared in. the same 
lothes ; but: lie. maniiged bis wardrolie witli tlie greatest 
ari', kojil iwmylbing about Idiu clean, and required all 
lungs in ordinary lifo to go a.e,(a)rding to his example: 
le. ne.vm* liapiiened to lean anywhere, or to pro]i his 
IIjow on the table ; he mwer forgot to mark his table- 
lajlvin ; and tlu‘. maid always bad a bad time of it when 
he eliairs weri^ not found perfee-tly clean. With all 
his, !n\ had notliing stilV in Ids exUsaor. He s[)okc 
(inlially, with jiredso and dry Imliness, in which a 
ight ironical joke wn,s very heeoming. Tn figure ho 
ras will hidll, slender, and of fair height: his face 
v'as ]M>ilv"pitte.d and homely, his little blue eyes clieer- 
ul and pene.tru.ting. As he, liad cause to tutor us in 
o many respeeXs, we Id* him he our feneing-master 
lesides, for he drew a very line rapim*; and it seemed 
o give him s|)orL to play olV upon us, on. this occasion, 
,11 the piulantry of this ]>rofessiou. Moreover, wo really 
u’olited by ld)u, and laid to tliankhim for many sociable 
lour.s, widish lu^ indulged us to spend iu good exercise 
,nd prae-Uee. 

hy all these ]U!etiliarities, Lense completely qualified 
dmself for tlie oiliee of arbitrator and umpire in all 
he small and gre.at ([uarrels wlddi hapimued, tlumgh 
ml ra.re.ly, ill eiir dnle, and wbieb vSal/.manu could not 
msli up in his fatlieily way. Witliout tluj e.xteriial 


lorras, wnicii do so much nuschief in universities, we 
represented a society bound together by circuinstances 
and good feehug, which others might occasionally touch, 
but into which tliey could not intrude. Now, in his 
judgment of internal piques, Lerse always showed the 
greatest impartiality ; and, when the affair could no 
longer be settled by words and explanations, he Imcw 
how to conduct the desired satisfaction, in an honour- 
able way, to a harmless issue. In this no man was 
more clever than ho : indeed, he often used to say, 
that since heaven had destined him for a hero neither 
in war nor in love, he would be content, both in ro- 
mances and fighting, with the part of second. Since 
he remained the same throughout, and might he regarded 
as a true model of a good and steady disposition, the 
conception of liim stamped itself as deeply as amiably 
upon me ; and, wlion I wrote Gdtz von Berlichingen,” 
I felt myself induced to set up a memorial of our friend- 
ship, and to give the gallant fellow, who knew how to 
subordinate himself in so dignified a manner, the name 
of Franz Lerse. 

While, by liis constant humourous dryness, he con- 
tinued ever to remind us of what one owed to one’s 
self and to others, and how one ought to behave in 
order to live at peace with men as long as possible, 
and thus gain a certain position toward them, I had to 
figlit, both inwardly and outwardly, with quite different 
circumstances and adversaries, being at strife with my- 
self, with the obiects around me, and even with the 
elements. I was then in a state of health which fur- 
thered me sufficiently in all that I would and should 
undertake; only tliere was a certain irritability left 
belli nd, which did not always let me be in equilibrium. 
A loud sound was disagreeable to me, diseased objects 
awakened in me loathing and horror. But I was espe- 
cially troubled with a giddiness wliich came over me 
every time I looked down from a height. All these 



iiiiticH 1 triiHl U) rmutuly, and, iiidooil, as I wivshcd 
no time', in a noiuawhat violent way. In the 
when Llioy lieat Uui taLLou, I went near the 
<>r (Inims, Ui(‘. powcaful rolling and beating 
.vhnOi iiiiglit hav{‘. nauh*. otie’s heait burst in one’s 
nil. All alone 1 a.seended the liighcst phnmele of 
inin.ster spire, and sat in wliat is ealled the neck, 
or the. nol> or crown, ior a (|uartcr of an liour, be- 
: 1 woulti ve.nUiro to sUip out again into the open 
when'., Htunding npon a platfonn scarce an ell 
art', without any jiartuailur liolding, one sees tlio 
luUess pro.sjH'.e.t he.l'on^; wliile the nearest objects 
iUMuiuients <’.one.t‘al the (duireh, and everything upon 
above, wlne.h one stands. It is exactly as if one 
' outi’s sell* curried up into the air in a balloon, 
'h tnuible.Mouu^ and ])aiuful sensations I repeated 
il the impression beeaiiu'. (piite indirrerent to me; 

I 1 liave .sinci‘, tlum derivtd great advantage from 
i training, in mountain travids and geological studios, 

I on gnuit buildings, wluu'i^ 1 have vie,d with the 
pmite.rs in running over tlie hare lieams and the 
uie.es of tlu'. luUliee, and ev(m in Uoiuc, wliere one 
ut run similar risks to obtain a nearer view of im- 
taut w«)rkM of art. Anatomy, also, was of double 
lu'. to me, as it taught me to eiuluro tlui most repul- 
i' sights, wliilct I satisfied, my thirst for knowledge, 
d tlni.4 I also attmuhul the cdiiiical course of the 
cr Doi'tor Mhrmauu, as well us the lectures of his 
I on ohsU'tritis, with the double view of hocoming 
[uainte.d witli all (>.onditions, and of froei?ig myself 
III all appinliensioii us to reimlsivo things. And I 
/o m'tuiilly .suc(5eed(^d so far, tliat notliing of this 
1(1 could (^ver ]>ut me out of my self-jiossession, .Hut 
nd(‘jivoured to hanhm myself, not only against these 
pre.s.sions on the simsi's, l)ut idso against the infec- 
us of tljo imagination. Tlu‘. awful a.nd shuddering 
prcHsions of thii darkness in (dmrehyards, solitary 


may bo coniiected with them, I contrived to render 
likewise indifferent ; and in this, also, I went so far 
that day and night, and every locality, were quite the 
same to rne : so that even when, in later times, a desire 
came over me once more to feel in such scenes the 
pleasing shudder of youth, I could hardly compel this, 
in any degree, by calling up the strangest and most 
fearful images. 

In niy efforts to free myself from the pressure of the 
too gloomy and powerful, which continued to rule within 
mo, and scoined to me sometimes as strength, some- 
times as weakness, I was thoroughly assisted by that 
open, social, stirring manner of life, which attracted me 
more and more, to which I accustomed myself, and 
which I at last learned to enjoy with perfect freedom. 
It is not difficult to remark iu the world, that man feels 
himself most freely and most perfectly rid of his own 
feelings when he represents to himself the faidts of 
others, and expatiates upon them with complacent cen- 
soriousness. It is a tolerably pleasant sensation even 
to set ourselves above our equals by disapprobation 
and misrepresentation ; for which reason good society, 
whether it consists of few or many, is most delighted 
with it. But nothing equals the comfortable self-com- 
placency, when we erect ourselves into judges of our 
superiors, and of those who are set over ua, — of princes 
and statesmen, — when we find public institutions unfit 
and injudicious, only consider the possible and actual 
obstacles, and recognise neither the gi^eatness of the 
invention, nor the cooperation which is to be expected 
from time and circumstances in every undertaking. 

Whoever remembers the condition of the French 
kingdom, and is accurately and chcumstantially ac- 
quainted with it from later writings, will easily figure 
to himself how, at that time, in the Alsatian semi- 
France, people used to talk about the king and his 


U‘rM, aiu>\ii, tho cduvL iiiul court iavouiites. Ihesc 
now for my lovi^ of instnicthig my.sulf, 

rrry wolc.ouic uuck to my pertucsvS and youthful 
'il. I nhsorv(‘.(l tivi‘ry tiling acc.imitcly, noted it 
iuiln.^iriuiiNly ; and I now .see, from the little 
i:5 li’fl, tlmt .such ace.ounts, altlumgh only put to- 
r on (In* nmnuoit, out of failles and uncertain gou- 
uniours, always hiive a (uirtain value in after times, 
isr they serve, to e.onfronl and coin]iare tlie secret 
‘ kiitiwu til last witli what was then already dis- 
•ed and luildie, ami the judgments of contempo- 
i, Irue- or Tulse., with the convictions of posterity, 
rilving, and daily lu’fore the eyes of us street- 
:rrrs, was the pn)je.t'.t for lu'autifying the city; tlie 
id ion of whii’h, ac.e.ording to draughts and plans, 
n ill tla^ strangest fashion to jiass from sketches 
plan:: into reality. Inteuduiit (layot had under- 
n to new-nnule.l tln^ angular and nncveu lanes of 
ilitirg, anti to lay the foundations of a respectable, 
Isome oily, regiilatiid by line and level. U])on tliis, 
idel, a Ihivisian ni'cluteed, dve.w a. plan, hy whicb a 
Ired and forty houseliolde.rs guined in room, eighty 
aiul tin*. r(‘.st remained in their former condition, 
i plan aot'(*ptt‘.d, hut not to he put into execution at 
•, miw, shtnild in (uiurseof thnelnive hoen npproach- 
couiiiletit>u ; aiul, imuniwhile, the city oddly enough 
eretl beUvemi form anti formlessness. If, ha iu- 
iC(‘, a (* rot iked sidtt of a street was to he straightened, 
lirk man wlio felt disposed to Imild moved forward 
he apptinted line, perhaps, too, his next neighbour, 
IHU'liapM. also, tlie third or fourth resident from him; 
whicli prnjtuaions the most awkward recesses were 
like, front (uiurtyards, before the houses in the 
kground. Idiey would not use force, yet without 
ipulsion they would never Imve got on: on which 
mint no man, when his house was onec condemned, 
itured to improve or replace anything that related 


to the street. All these strange accidental iuconve- 
niences gave to us rambling idlers the most welcome 
opportunity of practising our ridicule ; of making pro- 
posals, in the manner of Behrisch, for accelerating the 
completion, and of constantly doubting the possibility 
of it, although many a newly erected handsome build- 
ing should have brought us to other thoughts. How 
far that project was advanced by the length of time, I 
cannot say. 

Another subject on which the Protestant Stras- 
burgers liked to converse was the expulsion of the 
Jesuits. These fathers, as soon as the city had fallen 
to the share of the French, had made their appearance 
and sought a domicilimn. But they soon extended 
themselves and built a magnificent college, which 
bordered so closely on the minster that the back of 
the church covered a third part of its fi’ont. It was to 
be a complete quadrangle, and have a garden in the 
middle : three sides of it were finished. It is of stone, 
and solid, like all the buildings of these fathers. That 
the Protestants were pushed hard, if not oppressed by 
them, lay in the plan of the society which made it a 
duty to restore the old religion in its Avholc compass. 
Their fall, therefore, awakened tlie gi’eatest satisfaction 
in the opposite party ; and people saw, not without 
pleasure, how they sold their wines, carried away then 
books : and the building was assigned to another, per- 
haps less active, order. How glad are men when they 
get rid of an opponent, or only of a guardian ! and the 
herd does not reflect, that, where there is no dog, it is 
exposed to wolves. 

Now, since every city must have its tragedy, at 
which children and children's children shudder ; so in 
Strasburg frequent mention was made of the unfortu- 
nate Pvietor Klingliug, who, after he Iiad mounted the 
highest step of earthly felicity, ruled city and country 
with almost absolute power, and enjoyed all that 



nnik, aiul iniluniHUi aonld allom, luul at lust 
ist Mia ruvoiiv of Lho (unirL, (iml was dnifj^i^ed u]) to 
nswar jop all io wlii(!li lio laid Ikhui iiulul^od liitherto, 
■ nay, wius oviai llivowii into prison, wliorii, luoro than 
avoiily yoar.s aid, lio di<‘d an aiubimiioiis di'atli. 

'I'liis and othin* tajiis, that kni>^‘lit of 8t. Louis, our 
•Ihov li(jar(l<*r, kru*w how to ti'll witli passion and ani- 
mal ion; lor wliioh mason 1 was fond of acooniiianyint^^ 
ini in Iiin walks, nnliko. tlui otluu-s, wlio avoiilcd sunk 
iivilatioiiM, {Old h'.ft uio alono with him. As with no.w 
(U[Uain(ain’os I i^aaiorally took luy laisn f(»r a lon^‘ time 
nMiout lliinlvino miicL about tlunn or tlio. (‘riuc.t which 
lioy won*, inxf.na.sinj;' U])on inc, so I only remarked 
nuluully that Ids stories and opinions rather unsettled 
nd eonrii.Htul than instrueUul and mdi^^htene-d me. 1 
e.vi‘r know what U) nia.ke of him, altlioii^’h tlie riddle 
lipjit ousily havi^ lieo.n solved, IIii ludonj^’ed to the 
laiiy to wlioin life olTers no results, anil who, tlmre- 
»ro, from llrst to last, e.xert themselves on Individual 
lijee.tM. llnfortmialely he luul with this a. deluded 
osire, nay, even passion, for miulitatin^f, without liav- 
lU any ea]ratuty for thiidcin^S in sueh men a 
artieular notion easily lixes itsidf fust, whieL, may he 
ej.utrded as a menta.! disease. To sue.h a llxiul view 
,e. always oanie I)n.e,k ajj;ain, and was thus in the long 
un exeessively tire.some. He would liitterly e.omiilain 
f llie. ileo.line. of his imunory, e.Mpe.eially with regard to 
he latest iwimts, and nauntaine.il, hy a logdr. of his own, 
Init all virtuo springs from a good momory, a,nd all 
ice, on the- e.ontrary, from forgetfulness. This doetrine 
le contrived to (‘.arry out with miieh aiuiLimess; as, in- 
,eed, anything may maintn.ineil when one has no 
omimnc.tion to use words altogether vagutdy, and to 
mploy and ujjply tliem in a sensii now wider, now 
iiUTower, now e.loser, now more remote.. 

At lirst it was amusing to liear l)im; nay, liis ])er- 
uusiveiioMS even astonished us. We faniued we were 
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^ere going to the inn where we meant to stop ; and I 
ras trying to lead him back to onr previous conversa- 
-on, when, unexpectedly, a very pretty girl met us on 
le pleasant foot-path, renaaioed standing before us, 
owed prettily, and cried, “ Eh, eh, captain, where are 
ou going ? ” and whatever else is usually said on such 
n occasion. “Mademoiselle,’' rephed he, somewhat 
mbarrassed, “ I know not — ” “ How ? ” said she, 

dth graceful astonishment, “ do you forget your Mends 
0 soon ? ” The word “ forget ” fretted him : he shook 
is head and replied, peevishly enough, " Truly, madem- 
isellc, I did not know — ” She now retorted with some 
umour, yet very temperately, “ Take care, captain : I 
lay mistake you another time ! ” And so she hurried 
ast, taking huge strides, without looking round. At 
nee my fellow traveller struck his forehead with both 
is fists : “ Oh, what an ass I am ! ” exclaimed he, 
what an old ass I am ! Now, you see whether I am 
ight or not.” And then, in a very violent manner, he 
mut ou with his usual sayings and opinions, in which 
liis case still more confirmed him. I cannot and 
^ould not repeat what a pliilippic discourse he held 
gainst himself. At last he turned to me, and said, “ I 
all you to witness ! You rcTuember that small- ware 
t^omau at the corner, who is neither young nor pretty ? 
salute her every time we pass, and often exchange 
couple of friendly words with her ; and yet it is thirty 
'ears ago since she was gracious to me. But now I 
wear it is not four weeks since tliis yoimg lady showed 
lerself more complaisant to me than was reasonable ; 
,nd yet I will not recognise her, but insult her in 
eturn for her favours ! Do I not always say, that 
Qgratitude is the greatest of vices, and no man would 
>e ungrateful if he were not forgetful ? ” 

We went into the inn ; and nothing but the tipphng, 
warming crowd in the anterooms stopped the invec- 
ives which he rattled off against himself and his con- 


temporaries. He was silent, and I hoped pacified, 
when we stepped into an upper chamber, where we 
found a young man pacing up and down alone, whom 
the captain saluted by name. I was pleased to become 
acquainted with him ; for the old fellow had said much 
good of him to me, and had told me that this young" 
man, being employed in the war-bureau, bad often 
disinterestedly done him very good service when the 
pensions were stopped. I was glad that the conversa- 
tion took a general turn ; and, wliile we were carrying 
it on, we drank a bottle of wine. But here, unluckily, 
another infirmity which my knight had in common 
with obstinate men developed itself. Bor as, on the 
whole, he could not get rid of that fixed notion ; so did 
he stick fast to a disagreeable impression of the 
moment, and suffer his feehags to run on without 
moderation. His last vexation about himself had not 
yet died away; and now was added something new, 
although of quite a different land. He had not long cast 
his eyes here and there before he noticed on the table 
a double portion of coffee, and two cups, and might 
besides, beiag a man of gallantry, have traced some 
other indication that the young man had not been so 
solitary all the time. And scarcely had the conjecture 
arisen in his mind, and ripened into a probability that 
the pretty girl had been paying a visit here, than the 
most outrageous jealousy added itself to that first vex- 
ation, so as completely to perplex him. 

Now, before I could suspect anything, — for I had 
hitherto been conversing quite harmlessly with the 
young man, — the captain, in an unpleasant tone, which 
I well knew, began to be satiiical about the pah of 
cups, and about this and that. The young man, sur- 
prised, tried to turn it off pleasantly and sensibly, as is 
the custom among men of good breeding : but the old 
fellow continued to be unmercifully rude ; so that there 
was nothing left for the other to do but to seize his 



it and cane, and at his de^'^arture to leave behind him 
pretty unequivocal challenge. The fury of the cap- 
lin now burst out the more vehemently^ as he had 
. the interim drunk another bottle of wine almost 
j himself. He struck the table with his fist, and 
ied more than once, T will strike him dead ! ” It 
as not, however, meant quite so badly as it sounded ; 
r he often used thivS phrase when any one opposed or 
herwise displeased him. Just as unexpectedly the 
isiness grew worse on our return ; for I had the want 
' foresight to represent to him his ingratitude toward 
le young man, and to remind him how strongly he 
id praised to me the ready obligingness of this offi- 
al person. No ! such rage of a man against himself 
never saw again : it was the most passionate con- 
usion to that beginning to which the pretty ghl had 
ven occasion. Here I saw sorrow and repentance 
irried into caricature, and, as all passion supplies the 
ace of genius, to a point really genius-like. He then 
ent over all the incidents of our afternoon ramble 
;ain, employed them rhetorically for his own self- 
proach, brought up the old witch at last before him 
ice more, and perplexed liimself to such a degi^ee, that 
could not help fearing he would throw himself into 
le Ehine. Could I have been sure of fishing him 
it again quickly, like Mentor bis Telemachus, he 
ight have made the Ica}^ ; and I should have brought 
m home cooled down for this occasion. 

I immediately confided the affaii’ to Lerse ; and we 
ent the next morning to the young man, whom my 
lend in his dry way set laughing. We agreed to 
fing about an accidental meeting, where a reconcilia- 
on should take place of itself. The droUest thing 
)out it was, that this time the captain, too, had 
ept off his rudeness, and found himself ready to 
lologise to the young man, to whom petty quarrels 
ere of some consequence. All was arranged in one 


morning; and, as tlie affair had not been kept quite 
secret, I did not escape the jokes of my friends, who 
might have foretold me, from their own experience, 
how troublesome the friendsliip of the captain could 
become upon occasion. 

But now, while I am thinldng what should be im- 
parted next, there comes again into my thoughts, by 
a strange play of memory, that reverend minster- 
building, to which in those days I devoted particular 
attention, and which, in general, constantly presents 
itself to the eye, both in the city and in the country. 

The more I considered the facade, the more was 
that first impression strengthened and developed, that 
here the sublime has entered into alliance with the 
pleasing. If the vast, when it appears as a mass before 
us, is not to terrify ; if it is not to confuse, when we 
seek to investigate its details, — it must enter into an 
unnatural, apparently impossible, connection, it must 
associate to itself the pleasing. But now, since it will 
be impossible for us to spealc of the impression of the 
minster except by considering both these incoiTipatible 
qualities as united, so do we already see, from this, in 
what high value we must hold this ancient monument ; 
and we begin in earnest to describe how such contra- 
chetory elements could peaceably interpenetrate and 
imite themselves. 

First of all, without thinldng of the towers, we 
devote our considerations to the facade alone, which 
powerfully strikes the eye as an upright, oblong paral- 
lelogram. If we approach it at twilight, in the moon- 
shine, on a starlight niglit, when the parts appear more 
or less indistinct and at last disappear, we see only a 
colossal wall, the height of which bears an advan- 
tageous proportion to the breadth. If we view it by 
day, and by the power of the mind abstract from the 
details, wc recognise the front of a biiilding which 
not only encloses the space within, but also covers 



much in its vicinity, Ihe openings or this monstrous 
surface point to internal necessities^ and according to 
liliese we can at once divide it into nine compartments. 
The gi'eat middle door, which opens into the nave of 
the church, first meets the eye. On both sides of it 
lie two smaller ones, belonging to the cross-ways. 
Over the chief door our glance falls upon the wheel- 
shaped window, which is to spread an awe-inspiring 
light within the church and its vaulted arches. At 
its sides appear two large, perpendicular, oblong open- 
ings, which form a strildng contrast with the middle 
one, and indicate that they belong to the base of the 
rising towers. In the third story are three openings in 
a row, which are designed for belfries and other church 
necessities. Above them one sees the whole horizontally 
closed by the balustrade of the gallery, instead of a 
cornice. These nine spaces described are supported, 
enclosed, and separated into three great perpendicular 
divisions by four pillars rising up from the gi’ound. 

Now, as it cannot be denied that there is in the 
whole mass a fine- proportion of height to breadth, so 
also in the details it maintains a somewhat uniform 
lightness by means of these pillars and the narrow 
compartments between them. 

But if we adhere to our abstraction, and imagine to 
ourselves this immense waU without ornaments, with 
firm buttresses, with the necessary openings in it, but 
only so far as necessity requires them, we even then 
must allow that these chief divisions are in good pro- 
portion : thus the whole will appear solemn and noble 
indeed, but always heavily unpleasant, and, being witli- 
out ornament, unartistical. For a work of art, the 
whole of which is conceived in great, simple, harmoni- 
ous parts, makes indeed a noble and dignified impres- 
sion; but the peculiar enjoyment which the pleasing 
produces can only find place in the consonance of all 
developed details. 



Ana It IS precisely Here tnat tne ouiiaing we are 
exaininiiig satisfies us in the highest degree, for we see 
all the ornaments fully suited to every part which 
they adorn: they are subordinate to it, they seem to 
have grown out of it. Such a manifoldness always 
gives great pleasure, since it flows of its own accord 
from the suitable, and therefore at the same time 
awakens the feehrig of unity. It is only in such cases 
that the execution is prized as the summit of art. 

By such means, now, was a solid piece of masonry, 
an impenetrable wall, which had moreover to announce 
itself as the base of two heaven-high towers, made to 
appear to the eye as resting on itself, consisting in 
itself, but at the same time light and adorned, and, 
though pierced through in a thousand places, to give 
the idea of indestructible firmness. 

This riddle is solved in the happiest manner. The 
openings in the wall, its solid parts, the pillars, every- 
thing has its peculiar character, which ]proceeds fi*om 
its particular destination : this communicates itself by 
degrees to the subdivisions ; hence everything is adorned 
in proportionate taste, the great as well as the small is 
in the right iflacc, and can he easily comprehended, 
and thus the pleasing presents itself in the vast. I 
would refer only to the doors sinldng in perspective 
into the tliickness of the wall, and adorned without 
end in their columns and pointed arches ; to the window 
with its rose springing out of the round form ; to the 
outline of its framework, as well as to the slender reed- 
like pillars of the perpendicular compartments. Let 
one represent to himself the pillars retreating step by 
step, accompanied by httle, slender, hght-pillared, 
pointed structures, hlcewise striving upward, and fur- 
nished with canopies to shelter the images of the 
saints, and how at last every rib, every boss, seems 
like a flower-head and row of leaves, or some other 
natural object transformed into stone. One may com* 



pare, if nofc the building itself, yet representations of 
the whole and of its parts, for the purpose of reviewing 
and giving life to what I have said. It may seem 
exaggerated to many ; for I myself, though transported 
into love for this work at first sight, required a long 
time to make myself intimately acquainted with its 
value. 

Having grown up among those who found fault with 
Gothic architecture, I cherished my aversion from the 
abundantly overloaded, complicated ornaments which, 
by their capriciousness, made a religious, gloomy char- 
acter highly adverse. I strengthened myself in this 
repugnance, since I had only met with sphitless works 
of^this kind, in which one could perceive neither good 
proportions nor a pure consistency. But here I thought 
I saw a new revelation of it, since what was objection- 
able by no means appeared, but the contrary opinion 
rather forced itself upon iiiy mind. 

But the longer I looked and considered, I all the 
while thought I discovered yet gi’eater merits beyond 
that which I have already mentioned. The right pro- 
portion of the larger divisions, the ornamental, as judi- 
cious as rich, even to the minutest, were found out- 
but now I recognised the connection of these manifold 
ornaments amongst each other, the transition from one 
leading part to another, the enclosing of details, homo- 
geneous indeed, but yet gi*eatly varying in form, from 
the saint to the monster, from the leaf to the dental. 
The more I investigated, the more I was astonished; 
the more I amused and wearied myself with measur- 
ing and drawing, so much the more did my attachment 
increase, so that I spent much time, partly in studying 
what actually exivSted, partly in restoring, in my mind 
and on paper, what was wanting and unfinished, es- 
pecially in the towers. 

Finding that this building had been based on old 
German ground, and grown thus far in genuine Ger- 



man times, and that the name of the master, on his 
modest gravestone, was likewise of native sound and 
origin, I ventured, being incited by the worth of this 
work of art, to change the hitherto decried appellation 
of '' Gothic architecture,’' and to claim it for our nation 
as ^‘German architecture;” nor did I fail to bring my 
patriotic views to light, first orally, and afterward in a 
little treatise dedicated to the memory of Ervinns a 
Steinbach. 

If my biographical narrative should come down to 
the epoch when the said slieet appeared in print, which 
Herder afterward inserted in his pamphlet, “Von 
Deutscher Art uiid Kunst ” (“ Of German Manner and 
Art”), much more will be said on this weighty subject. 
Eut, before I turn from it this time, I will take the 
opportunity to vindicate the motto prefixed to the 
present volume with those who may have entertahiied 
^jome doubt about it. I know indeed very well, that in 
opposition to this honest, hopeful old German saying, 
“ Of whatever one wishes in youth, he has abundance 
in old age,” many would quote contrary experience, 
and many trifling comments might be made ; hut much, 
also, is to be said in its favour: and I will explain 
how I understand it. 

Our wishes are presentiments of the capabihtics 
which lie within us, and harbingers of that which we 
shall be in a condition to perform. Whatever we are 
able and would Hke to do, presents itself to our imag- 
ination, as without us and in the future. We feel a 
longing after that which .we already possess in secret. 
Thus a passionate anticipating grasp changes the truly 
possible into a dreamed reality. Now, if such a bias 
lies decidedly in our nature, then, with every step of our 
development will a part of the first wish be fulfilled, 
— under favourable circumstances in the direct way, 
under unfavourable in the circuitous way, from which 
we always come hack again to the other. Thus we 



see men by perseverance attain to earthly wealth. 
They surround themselves with riches, tsplendour, and 
external honour. Others strive yet more certainly 
after intellectual advantages, acquire for themselves a 
clear survey of things, a peacefulness of mind, and a 
certainty for the present and the future. 

But now there is a third dhection, which is com- 
pounded of both, and the issue of which must be the 
most surely successful. When a man’s youth falls into 
a pregnant time ; when production over weighs destruc- 
tion, and a presentiment is early awakened within him 
as to what such an epoch demands and promises, — he 
will then, being forced by outward inducements into 
an active interest, take hold now here, now there, and 
the wish to be active on many sides will be lively 
within him. But so many accidental hinderauces are 
associated with human limitation, that liere a thing, 
once begun, remains unfinished; there that which is 
already grasped falls out of the hand, and one wish 
after another is dissipated. But had these wishes 
sprung out of a pure heart, and in conformity with the 
necessities of the times, one might composedly let them 
lie and fall right and left, and be assured that these 
must not only be found out and picked up again, but 
that also many kindred things, which one has never 
touched and never even thought of, wiE come to light. 
If, now, during our own lifetime, we see that performed 
by others, for which we ourselves felt an earEer call, 
but had been obhged to give it up, with much besides, 
then the beautiful feeling enters the mind that only 
manldnd combined is the true man, and that the indi- 
vidual can only be joyous and happy when he has the 
courage to feel himself in the whole. 

This contemplation is here in the right place ; for 
when I reflect on the affection which drew me to these 
antique edifices, when I reclcon up the time which I 
devoted to the Strasburg minster alone, the attention 


Cologne, and that at Freiburg, and more and more felt 
the value of these buildings, I could even blame myself 

for having afterward lost sight of them altogether, 

nay, for Imving left them completely in the background, 
being attracted by a more developed art. But when 
now, in the latest times, I see attention again turned to 
those objects ; when I see affection, and even passion, 
for them appearing and flourishing ; when I see able 
young persons seized with this passion, recklessly de- 
voting powers, time, care, and proi^erty to these memo- 
rials of a past world, — then am I reminded with 
pleasure that what I formerly would and wished had a 
value. With satisfaction I see that they not only 
know liow to prize what was done by our forefathers, 
hut that, from existing unfinished beginnings, they try 
to represent, in pictures at least, the original design, so 
as thus to make us acquainted with the thought, which 
is ever the beginning and end of all undertaldngs ; and 
that they strive with considerate zeal to clear up and 
vivify what seems to be a confused past. Here I es- 
pecially applaud the bravo Sulpiz Boisserde, who is 
indefatigably employed in a magnificent series of 
copperplates to exhibit the cathedral of Cologne as the 
model of tiiose vast conceptions, the spirit of which, 
lilce that of Babel, strove up to heaven, and wliich were 
so out of proportion to earthly means that they were 
necessarily stopped fast in their execution. If we have 
been hitherto astonished that such buildings proceeded 
only so far, we shall learn with the greatest admiration 
what was really designed to be done. 

Would that literary-artistical undertakings of this 
land were duly patronised by all who have power, 
wealth, and influence; that the great and gigantic 
views of our forefathers may be presented to our con- 
templation ; and that we may be able to form a 
conception of what they dared to desire. The insight 


rrmn Uum will nnL roinain fruitless ; and tlie 
will, tor oih‘{‘> at IimihL, he in a condition 
rxorrisr ilsrlf nu Uu'so works with justice. Nay, 
is will In* iloiu» tuost Lhovo\ighly if our active young 
rnd, hrsiili'H the. monognipli devoted to the cathedral 
C’ologiu', iollows out in detail tlie liistory of oui’ 
iMliioval arehileci.ui'o. When whatever is to he known 
inut the iiraetie.al exiu'eis(^ of this art is further 
iHiglil to light, when the art is rtiprosented in all 
\ luudiune.iital riuiLuri‘,s hy a (ioniparisoii witli the 
ra'iMidhunuu and tl\(i Oriental .Kgyptian, little can 
tiana l<i ho. doiu^ in this (hipartnient. And T, when 
r<’Mults of such patriotic laliours lie hofore the 
raid, as tlioy anj now known in frioiidly private 
►nununirntions, shall ho al>l(j, witli true content, to 
peal, that motto in its lii^st sens(‘., “ (3f wliatevor one 
ishes in ymith, he. will liavo enough in old age.” 
r»nt if. in ojuu'ations liki^ lliesci, wlueli belong to 
•iilurieM, niu'- eim trust ont^’s sidl; to Lime, and wait for 
»]>oiiunity, tlu*rt^ are, on tla^ eontrary, other things 
hich in youth must ho tvnjfiyiul at once, fnish, like 
pe fruits, hi'.t me ho ponnitted, with this sudden 
irn, lo numtion dancing, of which the (‘,ar is reminded, 
i I he eye is of the. minstivr, (wcay day and every hour 
. Strashurg and all Alsaci^. l<"rom early youth my 
iher liimsidf hud givim my sister and me instruction 
i danring, a task wliich must have c(jmported strangely 
Kiugh with so stern u mam l)ut lie did not surfer liis 
mip(e«nro to Ijo ])ut out hy it: ho drilled us in the 
D.silions ami hU\])h in a manner tlm most precise; and, 
hen he. had hronght us far enough to dance a ininuet, 
e played hn* us Hoine.tlnng (uisily intelligible in three- 
mr tiims on a JhUr.-domr., and we moved to it as well 
^ wi*. caaild. On lla^ t^remh theatre, lilaiwise, I had 
Mui from my youth upwards, if not ballets, yet pus 
tih lual (itoi dr drnx, and luul uotietul in. them various 
..rangi^ moti(nm of the huit, and all sorts of springs. 


When we had had enough of the minuet, I requested 
my father to play some other dance-music, of which 
our music-books, in their jigs and luurldes,^ offered us 
a rich supply ; and I immediately found out, of myself, 
the steps and other motions for them, the time being 
quite suitable to my limbs, and, as it were, born with 
them. This pleased my father to a certain degree; 
indeed, he often, by way of joke for himself and us, let 
the “ monkies ” dance in this way. After my misfor- 
tune with Gretchen, and during the whole of my resi- 
dence in Leipzig, I did not make my ax:)pearance again 
on the floor: on the contrary, I still remember, that 
when, at a ball, they forced me into a minuet, both 
measure and motion seemed to have abandoned my 
limbs, and I could no longer remember either the steps 
or the figures ; so that I should have been put to dis- 
grace and shame if the greater part of the spectators 
had not maintained that my awkward behaviour was 
pure obstinacy, assumed with the view of depriving the 
ladies of all desire to invite me and draw me into their 
circle against my will. 

During my residence in Frankfort I was quite cut 
off from such pleasures ; hut in Strashurg, with other 
enjoyments of life, there soon arose in my limbs the 
faculty of keexhng time. On Sundays and week-days 
one sauntered by no pleasure-ground witliout finding 
there a joyous crowd assembled for the dance, and for 
the most part revolving in the circle. Moreover, there 
were private balls j^in the country houses ; and people 
were already talking "of the brilliant masquerades of 
the coming winter. Here, indeed, I should have been 
out of my place, and useless to the company, when a 
Mend, who waltzed very well, advised me to practise 
myself first in parties of a lower rank, so that afterward 

1 A ‘‘ mui'ki ” is defined as an old species of short composition 
for the harpsichord, with a lively murmuring accompaniment in 
the hass. — Trans. 



h(\ Worth .MomiiUiitig in tlio higliosU Tl(^ took 
Lo a (lanciu'^-iiuistov, who wan woll known tor lius 
. 'I'hi.s nmii proinisod nio, Uuit, wlnui I had in 
i‘. do^jri^o ri'-iMMiUnl Lin* llnst (doinonlH and niado 
idC inasUir of tlunu, ho would Llion load lui^ farthor. 
wna ono of your dry, rojidy Knuujli (;hara(jtorH, and 
iviul mo in a friondly mamior. 1 ])aid him a month 
.dv(m<'{\ and rocoivod tw(dv(i tit'.koXH, for whicJi lie 
I'll Iti givo mo luirtain houra’ inatniotion. Tlio man 
Htrii’.t and pnanao., I)ut not podantui; and, as 1 
iidy hud Hoiiu^ i)n'.viouH praotioo, I hoou gavo liim 
ifao.tion, and n'oiaviul Iuh o-ommondation. 

)\\\\ (unuimstano.o, howiwor, gro.atly faoilitatod tho 
ruction of thin toiiolua: ho had two daui^htora, both 
■ty, and hiith not yot twonty. llavinij; lioon in- 
clod in Hum art from thoir youth uiiward, tluiy 
^vcil tht‘m!;clvt^M vi'vy akilful, and mi^lit havo hoon 
UM partnoi’M, mooii to tu*li> c.vi'u thii most (dumsy 
ilai’M into Homo c.ultivatituu d'hoy wc.rt*. liotli vory 
tc, Hpoki^ nothin|Li: l)ut I'Voiic.h ; and I, on my part, 
my licat, that 1 mi^^lit not npptiar awkward or 
MilouH liofon* tliom. I had tlio gooil fortuiui tliat 
: likinviao praiH<!d mo, and wc.ro alwaya willing to 
ci» a minuiX to tlioir fatluir’s little, violin, and, wliat 
u'.d wuM moro dillic.ult for thorn, to initiaUi mo hy 
roim into waltzing and whirling, 'riicir fatlmr did 
.Momn to havo many cuHtomoi’H, and thoy lod a 
•ly life. lM»r tliin immihou they ofton mk(\d mo to 
ain with thorn aftiu' my hour, aud to oiiat away tho 
ii a littli^ wliic.h 1 tlm moro willingly diil, uh tho 
ngm* 0110 |»li‘imod mo widl ; and gone, rally thoy both 
gc.thor lic.havc.d vmy hooomiugly. 1 ofton rc.ad 
id HomiXhing from a novi^l, ami tlioy did tho Haua^ 

: olthu’, wlio waH iiH hamlHomo an, jiorhnps ovon 
dsonmr than, tho Hoc.ond, lait who ilid not oorro- 
h1 witli my tiiMto .so woll as tlio lattor, idways oon- 
Lod hoi'Hc.lf toward mo nuu'o olHigingly, and moro 


Icmclly in every respect. Slie was always at hand 
during the lesson, and often protracted it : hence I 
sometimes thought myself hound to offer back a couple 
of tickets to her father, wliich, however, he did not 
accept. The younger, on tlie contrary, although never 
showing me any ill will, was more reserved, and waited 
till she was called by her father before she reheved the 
elder. 

The cause of this became manifest to me one even- 
ing ; for when, after the dance was done, I was about 
to go into the sitting-room with the elder, she held me 
back, and said, Let us remain here a little longer *, 
for I will confess to you that ray sister has with her 
a wonaan who tells fortunes from cards, and who is to 
reveal to her how matters stand with an absent lover, 
on whom her whole heart hangs, and upon whom she 
has xilaced all her hope. Mine is free,” she continued, 
and I must accustom myself to see it despised.” I 
thereupon said sundry pretty things to her, replying 
that vShc could at once convince herself on that point 
by consulting the wise woman likewise ; that I would 
do so myself, for I had long wished to learn something 
of the kind, but laclced faith. She blamed me for this, 
and assured me that nothing in the world was surer 
than the responses of tliis oracle; only it must be con- 
sulted, not out of sport and iniscliief, but solely in real 
affairs. However, I at last compelled her to go with 
me into that room, as soon as she had ascertained that 
the consultation was over. We found her sister in a 
very cheerful humour : and even toward me she was 
kinder than usual, sportive, and almost witty; for, 
since she seemed to be secure of an absent friend, she 
may have thought it no treachery to be a httle gra- 
cious with a present friend of her sister’s, which she 
thought me to be. The old woman was now flattered, 
and good payment was promised her if she would tell 
the truth to the elder sister and to me. With the 
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■i, in nnh‘r to I, oil tin* fair one\s CorLinio iivBt She 
‘fully r(>n.siiU‘n‘il tlu^, siUiaiiou of Urn card«, but 
noil to lu‘siUil. 0 , and ^voulll not spoak out what she 
to say. “ I HiH*. u(»vv/’ said tho younger, who was 
'udy liotlor aripiiiinli‘d with tlu‘< interpretation of 
li 11 nmgio. Udilot, “you hi‘sitate, and do not wish 
iliMoloso anything disagre.eahle to niy sister; but 
t, is a <*nrNi‘<l <'ard ! ” Tin* eldi‘V one turned x)ale, 
ronipoHfd liiTsnir, and said, “Only speak out: it 
1 not cojil ones lieud!'’ T)n^ old woman, after a 
\) sigli, allowed he.i that she was in love; tliat she 
I not belove.d; that another person stood in the 
f\ and othe.r things of like import. We saw the 
d girl’s einhamiHsiiieut. Tho old woman thought 
lewlnit to iiii]>rove. the. adiiir hy giving hopes of 
,ers and money. l.e.tLers” said tho lovely child, 
do not <^\|ieet; and money I do not desire. If it 
me, US you .say, Uuit I lovi^, 1 deserve a lieart tliat 
es me in return.” “ Lot us see if it will not he 
ler/‘ replied tlio old woman, as she shulllcd the 
ils and laid llunn out a scicoud time; but before 
eyes of all of us it had only heeonio still worse. 

I fair one .stood, not only more lonely, but sur- 
nded with many sorrows. Her lover had moved 
lewduit farther, and tho iuUirvtiiiing (igures nearer. 

• old woman wislied to try it a third time, in hopes 
n ))fdLer ))roH])e(*.t ; luit tlio hiiaiitiful girl could re- 
lin herself no longer,— she broke out into uiicon- 
llahlo weeping, he.r lovtdy bosom heaved violently, 
turned round, anti rushed out of tlic room. I 
not whut to tin. Ineliualiou kept me with tho 
•present: eonipassioii drovii mo to the other. My 
uition was painful onougli. “(lomfort Lucinda,” 
;1 tho younger: “go after lier,” I Imsitated. Hoav 
iltl I eomfort l)or witliont at Itjast assuring her of 
jie sort of alTec.timi ? and eould 1 do tliat at such a 


iiiunuMit ill ;i t'unl, umili*r:Ur iu;uui«‘r ^ “ !.<‘t un ini in« 

ift'ClKM'/' I hi Mmiliit. *’ I Kkhw itdt Nsiiclln^r my 
prt’siMUM^ will ilo lirr ^'h'mI," rr)»litMl .shf, Vt‘i \\»* wmil^ 
!iU(. IoiiikI ihn tlnur luillt'tl. iitiriiidit matlc uh 
wii inii^lil. Uimrlv, i*hnul, nilirut, ;is \vf \NnuM. '* \Vn 
luu.sl. lii htT li;iV{» Ikt nwu \Nuy,‘' Nuitl Mmilia: '‘.4u5 
will lint luivn it nilinwisi' unw.” Aiul, imlfTil, wli<*n 
1 rallril (n my niiml Imr luaniirr i'rnm niir \‘rry 
iu*t[Uuiu[iuuM\ .sim iilway?' hail .Miuu-lhiu|f vii»li*ul uiul 
inn’i[ual almiit Imr, ami I'liinlly .slaiuml laa* ailVrlioji 
fm* um liy ii“t' linhiivini'; tn uu' with Wlial 

wuM I to iln f I i»iiil till’ nlil wuiimii lii’lilv fur ihi* 
muirhinl’ alu' liatl i*;uisi‘il, tuul wiui al»ui( (n wImmi 
lOinilia aaiil, •* 1 Mti|iiil;tlf llutl ih*' rani:; shall imw hr. 
rut fnr ynu (no.” '['hr nlil UnlimU Was nauly. " I in 

lint It^l mr. lir |»rrMrul,’' riiril l,uliA luislriiril iln\Mi. 
atairM. 

'riin nrst hay I luul unt i*nuru;'r In yu ihrrr. 'I'lir 
thinl tliiy, rarly in thr nintnitif^, Mmilia srnl njr wnni 
hy a liny, -who hail alrrahy hruUihil inr many a inr'i- 
fnmi thr Nislrrs, aial liah rmriril hart llnwris ami 
fruits tn tlir.m in iriurn, llait I sinuiltt nnl fail llml. 
(lay. 1 ramral dm usual hmir, ami fniiml dm fada-r 
alnnr., who, in many irsjirrls, imjunvril my j»art‘'. ami 
MtrpM. my .'aan;t'i ami rnmiiiJt'i, my hrarin.*; ami iir- 
haviour, ami, mmrnvtn*, arrmnl in hi* aatislinl \\i(h 
nm, Tim ymui'jrr ilaiif'hlrr ranm in tnwanl dir nul 
nf thr. hmir, ami hatirril with inr a vrry ‘^rarrful 
miuurt, in whh’h hrr nmvrnirnla wrrr I'Klninnlinuiily 
jilraMifi^(» ami hri^ fadim’ itrrlarrd (hut hr hah lanhy 
arm a prr.ttirr anh nmrr niiuhlr. ]uur U|Hin his ilnnr. 
Aftre thr Ir.sMnn, 1 wrn(. a*! H'aml iiiln thr ail dnjhinnm , 
thr. fatlau* Irft im alnm* ; 1 missiMl lananha. "Sim i:i 
in hrh/' .Hiiih Mmilia, " unh I am th*th nf il. : hn m>t 
hu rinm-ururh uhnut it. Krr mmilal illmv^;; is lir.st 
allnvialml wlmn aim fanria.M luTsrlf hmlily si»hi : .' hr 
dims not likr tn hir, anh tlu'rrfnrr stir (hrii hnrs what 



wislh W<^ l!av(i cuu’Uiiu family medicines which 
takes, ami n^])()se,H; ami tluiH, by degrees, the swell- 
wiLve.s Hul)siil(i. si 10 is indeed too good and ami- 
• in .snoli an inmgiiiaiy sickness; and as she is in 
lily vmy widl, and is only attacked by passion, she 
gines viiimms kinds of romantic deaths, with which 
rriglitmis luu’Sidf in a pleasant manner, like cliildren 
cn wo le.ll tlunn ghost-storios. dims, only last night, 
annnuiuuul to nns with groat vohomoiicc, tliat tins 
she should (umtaiiily dio; and that only when she 
i nially lUMir diuith, tluy should bring again before 
tho ungraL(‘.ful, false, friend, wlio liad at first acted 
handsonudy to 1 h‘.v, and now treated her so ill; she 
iild re))roa(‘.h him l)itL(U‘ly, and then give np the 
Kst.” ** I know not tliat 1 am guilty,” exclaimed I, 

' having t^xpri^ss(*d any sort of arrectiou for her. I 
>w soimdiody who (uin luist Imw luo witness in tliis 
|)eid.” ICmilia Hiniled, and rejoined, understand 
i ; and, if \vi^ ar(^ not disoroid and do ter mined, we 
Jl all lUul ourselvc'.H in a had ])light togotlior, Wlmt 
1 you say if 1 (mtriuit you not to contiinio yonr 
‘lonsV You havi^, I lielleve, four tickets yet of the 
t month: and my fatlier has already declared that 
finds it inexeusabh^ to take yo\u’ money any longer, 
less you wisli to (hwoto yourself to tlio art of danc- 
; in a more .serious nuumor; wliat i,S required by a 
.mg man of the worhl yon possess already.” And 
you, Ihnilia, give*, me tliis advice, to avoid your 
mo?” replied 1. “Yes, I do,” -^aid she, “but not 
mysidf. Only lisUm! When you hastened away, 
(lliy ludbri^ yi^sLm-day, I luul the cards cut for you; 
;1 tln^ same r(!s])onH(‘. was repeated thrice, and each 
le. more, emiihalically. You wore surrounded by 
‘.rything good end jdeasing, by Mends and great 
ds; atul Uuu’(». was no lack (if money. The ladies 
tlunnsel ves at soim^ disLanct'.. My poor sister 
liartb'iilar stood jilways tluj farthest off: one other 
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ulw.l) t AiU* ? - 1 SSlll > . \».u }K.il 1 

tii'Mi ”hl tlc il 1 my- h V..; !u- '.':t !.i i* ' -u«i I >A\ , 

.iii4 .sH* i n y n \\M I ► h* h,i luy 

\\* U un Miii * \ l»- ,^,5i rta 114 44 i i* ,\»* | i.<iu. 

i »il \i\\ h» .ul U4 I U.4 , . 44. ur.“ J I I..U fi 

luiu ;dl \» ! i\ Ui, \‘J ^ I ' r-'h- l-t y‘JU pi**.- 

rilj'iMM I*. • it iU! {*• Is* t K lli l.lthrll**; 

iUul uli.it Luid "S .1 4(54 4*11 U*‘(lM M hi’,-'' i'i't\Wrll 

I (' I , Phr mI uh»4u \ n h vl it L*U i4idM,p|4 l»y 
y 'III ( i"!i. .Ujd ? Il4 \,\ y>ui . . ‘fid ,»ll 

lhl4 .mIm .d'Mut IP'Uuti : Mi-1 ' uU l*’l A it luur : 

U li id Ip'} y n .«ir .iiul 

\\ hat aiP \*'Ur I'\p' > t at i>*!s , (la* > '.pi v.*add ha\P 
pl.t' »’d U h«4iii«- |((\ r\i J in (la* th al* S Sr; ».nu» I laUr 

ypll Widl * ' ud III'. aSid raVr lur la l h '.ud I h»- t* 
lati'd. " N*4'«, iiid hi^ 1» idi?r’ iisr r.id th*- d""l, 
"that ii luay ir tll\ h* ih* ! i. t tiua (h.a w- h.ail 
NpPilU Ip I'ai'h wlU' V. t .da v,hal I ^%»add «*} ia l »' ha\p 
dr|U»'(l yptl.’* sh'* h 11 Up'-n lav ja- h, and h; ‘ d IU(' 
lun;l IrJidrlly I iluhla -'d h>’l, and pic » I hri tu 
iny hir.tiui, 

At (hi’» iiipmcul (lip idc d*"-i asi'l h**r 

ni’itci, in a lipjit hut hm.miiip^ niphl die ; i u hrd ».iii 
lUld cUi'tl, " \ pU :iiall !i*»f h'- tin* (udy Pile f" tahn 
h’UVn u( him'" I'Umlia hC Un* p** , and l.m suda :.*K‘*d 
m«‘, idunp c lti if (»♦ my liralt. pi** ^rd hel Ma* K l"rKi 
upnll my nlu'i'K i, Hlid li'liiailied Ui tlua p" itU'U l"r 
unuip time. And ihun I ipiind myrll hc(\\een fh«^ 
Uvn M-drr*, in llip dih*mnia Kmshiii had i'ipphe’i»*d 
In nm ii imunniit helnin tan inda h t me lup «-, and 
Innknd rarnn*itly ililn my fit"*, I ua a ahmil (»» pia j‘ 
hrr hand umt ^ay rmnn-thnip^ fiit-ndlv In h»*i ; hut die 
Uirund iuT.inlf away, \valhrd with vnd'*nt .‘t**pt up and 
iluwn dm I'ntuu fnr anme time, and then thieu Inu * ll 
into u enrner nf ihe Mifa. 1‘dniliu went In her. htu \uv> 



iU(uliiiU‘.ly n‘.inU.siul ; atid lu'.ro. lii'giui a Hcono wliic^li 
y(‘.t pain Fill lo mo iu tlu^ nioolluo-tioii, and wliu'.li, 
liougli roally iL liatl ii(»Uiiug Uu'atruuil about it, but 
M ([uilt*. .siiita.blo t(^ a livc^ly young l^'roiuiluvoimui, 
lid only 1)0 i)n)iK‘rly uipoatoil in the thoatro by a 
>d and iV.iding ac.tross. 

laioimla ovo.nvlioliuod luu' aistor with a thousand 
U’oac.hos. “'Phis in not tlu‘ lirst lioiirt/’ slm oriod, 
liat was inclining itsoll; to uui, mid that you liavo 
*nod iiAViiy. Was it not just so witli him who is 
Hout, a.nd who at last botrotlmd himsoir to you uiubu* 
r viay oyi^s ^ I was c.omjiollod to look on; T an- 
nul it; but I know how many thousa.nd toavs it 
s cost mo. 'Phis one., too, you liavo now takc.u away 
HU mo, without lotting the. other go; and liow many 
you not managi*. to ki!c.j) at onco V I n,m fj'a.uk and 
iMhnatunul; ami c.vc.ry ono thinks ho. knows mo 
m, ami may nogio.c.t ino. Von a.ro so.crot and (|ni(‘.t, 
d pooplo think wondors of what may bo (uimutalod 
bind you. Vi^t tlmro is notliing boliind l)ut a, c.old, 
(ish lioart tlnit can sac.rilici^ (‘.vmytliiiig to itsiilf ; this 
body buirns so o.asily, biu*a.uso it lic.s diu^iily hiddou 
your liriMist: a, ml just as littlo do tliiiy know of my 
.rm, true, hoart, wliioh 1 (Uirry about with mo as open 
my I'uo.o.’* 

I'hnilia was sihait, and had sat down hy Imi’ sistor, 
m iiocamo (u instantly inoro ami morn oxcJtod in. luir 
Kuinrso., ami lot (‘.orLa.in privato mattors slip out, 
lii’.h it was not t^.xaoXly lu'opm* for mo to know, 
nilia, on tho otlu‘.r hand, wlm was trying to pao.ify 
r sister, nuulo mo a sign from hohind that 1 slmuld 
thdraw; hut, as joalousy and siispioiou so.o with a 
lusaml nyoH, Luc-inda soomo.d to inivo notic.od this 
10 . She N]iraug up and advanc.od to mo, hut imt 
th V(*.hmnomui, Sln^ stood hoforo mo, and soimnul to 
thinking of sonu’Xhing. Tliou slio said, 1 know 
it 1 h avo lost you: 1 nmko no furtluir pvotonsions 


to vnu, r»iil urithri *!iull yu\i luivo liiiu, ^^isl lU* ! ” Mo 
r .tvin?'. ’’li'' '»* iliMhiui^h htilil (»C my hot^l, lliiusL- 

in;^ l»4li Ion- h.tuil' iut»» my lorkr; uiul iiiy 

I'aio {“ hor . ami ki » il mr ifpralfMlly on Urn uionLli. 
•'Now." nnol 'lu*. " h-ar my iuno! Woi* \\\\x\\i \v(U‘, 
J*i»r r\fv iiii*l ovt*!', to hrr wlm ki i thoso lij>s Tor Uii\ 
tii-l tmio ut(«-r mi'! iJan* (»» liavo tinythiiifj; mon*, to 
ilo \sii\x lum‘ I know lioavrn linirn mo iIuh limo. 
Aoil you. l»a 'Imi imw, lia.‘4i‘)j away as fast as you 
run ' " 

1 iJrw down llir :4aii.‘s with llu' iivui tlolrvmiimUon 
mn’rr ai'uin lo rn(rr tin* Itousr, 


I;NIi oK Vnl.UMK 1. 



